The standard leads

First, decide which suit to lead and then select the right card in the suit.

Again, there is the good news and the bad news. The good news is that there are standard leads from
set holdings and the bad news is that you have to learn them. The learning will be easier if you know
the reasons why good practice means selecting the standard card. By now, you know that you have
been directed to lead the king from, say, K Q J 4. But why? Any one of the top three cards would do
the job of driving out the ace. As declarer, choose which you will, but as a defender you must lead
the king. Standard leads are all about telling your partner what cards you probably hold and, even
more importantly, what cards you certainly do not hold. Leading the queen would give the message
that you do not hold the king. The jack would deny holding the queen. However, put that same suit
(K QJ 4) in the hand of the partner on lead and the right action is reversed. A small card in the suit is
led . . . the partner must play the jack. Playing the king would deny the queen. Playing the queen
would deny the jack.

You will appreciate that the card selected may differ, depending whether you are defending against a
no trump contract or a suit contract. The objectives are different.
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