
 
 
It’s now become obvious that we may not be playing bridge face to face anytime soon.  I had my first experience of 
online bridge yesterday and found it reasonably acceptable.  Certainly, given a choice between online bridge and no 
bridge, the former wins hands down – and no doubt I’ll feel even more strongly about it when the good weather 
breaks.  So this edition of the Newsletter sets out to give a few tips about online bridge and, hopefully, to tempt those 
who haven’t tried it to dip a toe in the water.  Please note that costs depend very much on what sort of bridge you play 
– casual or in organized competitions.  So, while some sites appear free you might find yourself paying as you play, 
while other sites offer as much bridge as you like for a subscription.  So please research carefully if you’re making a 
choice based on cost although you can certainly do a lot without paying a penny.  
 

Bridge Base Online (“BBO”) 
Over 40 of Pershore Bridge Club’s members have joined BBO and play sessions that they set up themselves.  There 
are also supervised play sessions on Tuesday evenings.  BBO is probably the most widely used site – just type 
https://www.bridgebase.com/v3/  into your browser and set up a free account.  You can jump onto an existing table 
and play with people you’ve never played with before or you can set up a private table with four friends.  And you can 
do lots of other things as well!  Paul Gipson from Berwick Bridge Club has written an excellent guide to BBO which 
can be found at https://www.berwickbridgeclub.co.uk/bbo.  I couldn’t possibly do any better so I’m not going to try!   
 

Bridge Club Live (“BCL”) 
Worcester Bridge Club have set up a league based on BCL and it is working extremely well.  Similarly, around 25 of 
Bewdley Bridge Club’s members have joined BCL and play regularly with the intention of starting a virtual club night 
very shortly – they also communicate regularly on a WhatsApp Group – and Ridgeway Bridge Club are also setting up 
some sessions on BCL.  BCL charges for membership and, while it closed the membership temporarily to avoid the 
server overload problems that sometimes occur with BBO, especially in the evening when the USA comes online, we 
understand that membership is now open again.  Mike Vetch has written some excellent guides to using BCL which 
can be found here https://www.bridgewebs.com/worcester/.   
 

Funbridge 
Funbridge is more orientated towards individuals rather than clubs and provides good opportunities to practice and 
play.  While, as far as I know, no clubs locally are using it as a platform, it is a good option for individual players.  It is 
also chargeable and one of our members plays over 1,000 hands per month for only $10 per month, which is not a 
bad deal!  The robots, apparently, play quite well as well.    
 

Competitions 
At the moment, and as far as I know, only Worcester BC and, hopefully, Bewdley in the very near future, are running 
structured competitions.  In addition, the EBU has set up some reasonably high standard leagues and also a range of 
other competitions suitable for club players of a range of standards.  See these at https://www.ebu.co.uk/node/3736. 
The County Association is actively considering setting up sessions to replace the Monday evening sessions until we 
are able to play face-to-face again and we would ask those interested in taking part to get in touch and let us know.   
 

How You Can Help 
The current Lockdown represents both a threat and an opportunity for the game of bridge.  Particularly with summer 
approaching, it may cause people to drift away from the game, never to return.  Equally, however, a large proportion of 
the population, including the bridge playing part of it, are desperate to find stimulation and entertainment in these 
difficult times.  Committee Members of the clubs mentioned above (contact details are on their websites) will generally 
be happy to offer advice as to how to play online, as will members of the County Committee.  However, if you have 
some knowledge of online playing, please do pass it on to others you know who you think would find it appealing.  
Trying something new on your own is never easy, but is far easier when someone helps you to get into it.  Similarly, if 
you want to get into online playing, please take a look at the various sources of information and, if you encounter any 
obstacles, please get in touch with myself or any other of the Worcestershire Committee (names are on the County 
website) and we’ll try to get help for you. 
 

Finally… 
And I’m sure this is a very common sentiment, we all look forward to seeing our bridge playing friends again when it is 
safe to do so!  
 
Mike Willoughby – Worcestershire CBA Vice-Chair 
e: Mike.willoughby@btinternet.com       t: 0121 447 8283       w: http://www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire/ 
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