ACTION AFTER OPPONENT’S TAKE-OUT DOUBLE

Partner opens the bidding; right hand opponent doubles; what do you do next?

You can of course choose to ignore the double, after all it’s not taken up any bidding space. However,
whenever opponents intervene they generally give you extra or different options, so your course of
action should aim to capitalise on these extra options.

One entirely new bid is available to you — REDOUBLE — and the changed meaning of other bids centre
on the use of this redouble.

Options
The third hand basically has four options available:

e Support partner’s opening suit, either directly or indirectly
e Re-Double

¢ Bid a new suit or no-trumps

e Pass

Support Partner’s Major Opening Suit

In essence constructive actions can be made by alternative means (see below), so a direct raise of
partners major opening can be done on more flimsy values. A basic approach is (recognising
vulnerability).

3-8 points and possibly only 3-cards, support partner at the 2-level
5-8 points and 4-card support — jump in partner’s major (unlike without the interference double)

8-9 points and a 5+card suit — support at the 4-level

Examples
a) » 98 b) 4 98 c) 4 98 d) & 87
v AK1084 v AK1084 v AK1054 v AQ103
¢+ A8 ¢+ A8 * Al ¢ A95
» AJ108 » AJ108 » Q1053 #» KJ105
dbl dbl dbl dbl
41042 #1042 4103 4102
v Q65 v Q653 v Q863 v KJ965
49764 4976 4 8752 ¢ 87
* Q53 % Q53 » A98 ® A762

a) 4 pts, 3-card suit — 2

b) 4 pts, 4-card suit — 2%

C) 6 pts, 4-c suit - pre-emptive jump to 3. If South merely bids 2v, East/West will find it much
easier to reach the makeable 34.

d) 8pts, 5-c suit — 4%



Jordan/Truscott 2NT

After the double, since the jJump raise of 3-major now shows a pre-emptive raise (above), we need to
show a constructive raise. This is done by the use of 2NT, showing a sound major raise and 10+ points
(e.g. 1¥ — (dbl) — 2NT. Following this, opener can sign-off at the three level, raise to the 4-level, or use
a long-suit trial bid to invite game from responder.

e) & J7 f) & J7 9) & J7 h) & J7

v AQ962 v AJ962 v AJ962 v AJ962

+95 +J5 ¢ Q65 ¢ Q65

» KJ85 % KJ85 * KJ8 * KJ8

dbl dbl dbl dbl

& K106 & K106 & A106 & A106

v KJ107 v KQ107 v KQ107 v K1087

¢ 874 ¢ 874 ¢ 874 ¢ K74

» A62 * AQ2 * AB2 * A62

e) 1v—(dbl) — 2NT — 3¥ — pass. North with his poor 11-point opening signs-off in 3¥, and South
with only 11 points is not prepared to progress.

f) 1v—(dbl) - 2NT — 3¥ — 4¥. South with a better hand is prepared to bid 4¥. Note — he must not
bid 4¥ immediately, this being more pre-emptive. The 2NT approach gives the possibility of
slam investigation opposite a distributional hand with North.

g) 1v —(dbl) —2NT — 3¢ — 3v. North is unsure as to whether to bid game, so makes a 3¢ trial bid,
requesting South’s help with the diamond suit. South without diamond assistance settles for 3.

h) 1v —(dbl) — 2NT — 3¢ — 4¥. ....South with some diamond support is able to bid the heart game.

Support Partner’s Minor Opening Suit

With support for partner’s minor but also a +4-card major, bid the major. Prefer this to a Redouble —
see below — otherwise it may make it more awkward to take subsequent action if the opponents find
their fit.

With a 6-card major suit and weak (< 8 pts.) — jump shift.

After partner’s 14 opening, and a take-out double from opponent:

) 407 j)  4QJ10862 k)  KJ10862
v AJ75 v 03 v 03
+ A1086 +J104 + Q104
» 643 » 84 & KJ8
i) 1e - (dbl)—1e

j) 1e—(dbl) - 24
k) 1¢ — (dbl) — 14 —too many points for a weak jump shift.

Responding Without Support For Partner - REDOUBLE

With no good fit for partner, and 10+ points, then the pair have the balance of points (~22+). This is
the start of a forcing auction, in which they can probably outbid the opponents for the part score, or
alternatively double them for penalties. Following the re-double, all subsequent doubles are for
penalty.



n)

& AKJ84 m) & AJ6432 n)  4Q853

v6 v K10963 v A5

+ KJ53 .- + AK8T75

* 643 & A2 *53
4 Q10765 492 4 Q109 a8 97 & AJ62
v 10852 v AK94 v5 v AQ74 v 1092 v K743
+ 84 + Q76 + 18743 + AQ102 + Q1042 +96
*J9 » AQ108 » 8543 * QJ76 » 1984 * KQ7

a3 & K75 K104

v QJ73 v 182 v Q86

+ A1092 + K965 +J3

& K752 & K109 & A1062

1a — (dbl) — rdbl — (2¥) — pass — (pass) - dbl. Despite having North’s spade suit, West must
give preference to hearts rather than a ‘no-preference’ ‘pass’. North now effectively makes a
forcing ‘pass’ — he knows that partner South will do something. South now doubles — 2 off.
14 — (dbl) — rdbl — (2¢) — 2v — (34?) — 34 — (pass) — 44. Not ideal for a re-double, but West
must give preference — diamonds - but now North\ with his distributional hand should bid 2%
rather than ‘pass’ — he is not prepared to stand a probable penalty double from South. After
South’s spade preference bid North bids the 44 game. (Note — playing 5-card majors, South
would prefer a spade raise (via 2NT) to a re-double).

1¢ — (dbl) — rdbl — (2#) — pass — (pass) — dbl. South has the perfect hand for the ‘redouble’ —
prepared to double anything from the opponents.

Bid Of New Suit

At the 1-level this is forcing (as is the case without the intervening double).

P)

However, at the 2-level this is non-forcing, since you would re-double with most 10+ point hands.

0) 1 (dbl) - p) 1¢—(dbl) -
Y » 186
v AJ75 v 64
+ A1086 +73
* 643 & KQJ762

14 — (dbl) — 1¥ — opener hasn’t denied a 4-c heart suit. This is preferred to an alternative ‘re-
double’ — if the opponents bid spades, you possibly can’t double, nor find any heart fit.

14 — (dbl) — 2%. You wouldn’t bid 2# if opponent passes, but with the ‘double’ you can bid 24,
- Non-Forcing.

Bid Of No-Trumps

INT - 5-9 points — as is the case without the double.
2NT — over a major — Jordan/Truscott — see above



- over a minor - 10-12 points as is the usual case
3NT — 13+ probably a 4-3-3-3 distribution, unsuitable for a re-double.

AFH



