Teaser No. 79

North
a QJ93
v QJ
¢ AJ97
& A94
West
a A102
v K9863
¢+ KaQ4
& 83

Love All, Dealer: East
Contract: 3& by South
Lead: 6%

After two passes, you opened 1% (playing 5 card majors and a strong NT), North doubled and East bid 2.
South bid 3& (7+ points) ending the auction.

Partner wins the first trick with the ace of hearts and returns the two to your king.

You are sitting West. Plan the defence —it’s a teams match.



Solution Teaser No. 79
Play a LOW diamond at trick three.

It looks like the defence will need to score two diamond tricks to defeat the contract, so you must hope
that South has three cards in the suit without the ten. Furthermore, these tricks will need to be established
before declarer can knock out the ace of spades and enjoy a discard or two on the long spades. If you
switch to the king of diamonds, declarer will probably read you for the queen as well and there will be no
second diamond trick for your side. Therefore, lead a low one and hope that declarer finesses the nine. This
is their best percentage play, for it wins if you have led from K10 or Q10 and only loses if you have led from
KQ. Partner wins the trick with the ten and promptly returns the suit, establishing a second winner for you
to cash in due course.

The corollary to this is that you do best to switch to your top diamond if you really were dealt K10X or
Q10X. Statisticians will say that declarer should still play you for one of these holdings rather than KQX, but
they are disregarding the human element of the game!

Note that the right defence was made clearer by the fact that South had promised 7+ points rather than
just a string of clubs, so you knew there was no realistic chance of any tricks in the black suits other than
the ace of spades. N/S had agreed to play Lebensohl in this position. To explain, this means they would
have bid 2NT with a weak hand and a long minor, asking partner to bid 3C, which they would then pass or
correct to 3D. Bidding a minor directly promised some high cards. This is quite a clever idea, but there are
two flaws in the method in addition to the loss of 2NT as a natural bid. Firstly, as here, the information
divulged is often of more interest to the defenders than it is to your partner. Secondly, if left-hand
opponent raises the ante with a bid of 3H or 4H, partner won't be sure what your suit is and may pass when
they should be supporting you.



Note also that East did well not to follow the mantra of bidding to the level of the fit. With four-card
support, but such a flat hand, a raise to 2H was sufficient. 3H may have been doubled and is two or three

down depending on how trumps are played.

South held: K85, v74, 4652, #KQ1065



