Teaser No. 78

North

a AKJ63
v QJ863
¢ 53
& 5

West

a 72

v A1097

¢ A6

& A9874

E/W Game, Dealer: South

Contract: 4¥ by South

Lead: As

South opened 1% and North bid 2NT (Jacoby, game forcing with at least four-
card support). South bid 3S (singleton or void in spades and a sound opening
bid). North signed off in game.

All follow low at trick one and you cash the ace of diamonds at trick two,
partner playing a discouraging card.

You are sitting West. Plan the defence —it’s a teams match.



Solution Teaser No. 78
Play the six of diamonds at trick three.

Jacoby 2NT is a good convention that enables efficient slam exploration. The
downside is that the bidding often ends in game and declarer has revealed their
strength and distribution. This can be a great help to the defenders. In theory,
North is far too good for a direct raise to 4H, but some might make the bid
anyway, hoping to profit in some way from the non-disclosure. This tactic is
more likely to be effective in a pairs’ game, where a decent score could hinge
on the number of overtricks. For instance, there may be two diamond tricks off
the top and thirteen easy tricks on any other lead. A bidding sequence that
pinpointed the weak spot would make it easy for West to lead from an
unsupported ace or king of diamonds.

On this occasion, the auction enables you to work out South's exact
distribution: it has to be 1-4-4-4. You know that they opened on a four-card suit
as you can see nine hearts. Therefore, the spade shortage must be a singleton
rather than a void: if it were a void, they would have at least five cards in one of
the minors and wouldn't have opened 1H.

You also know the exact layout of the trump suit:
QJ863
A1097 None
K542

Declarer will start with the king (or lead low to the king) as they can only cope
with all four trumps in the West hand. Once the bad break is revealed they can
pick up your 1097 by leading twice towards dummy. So, if you make the natural
looking play of a spade at trick three, declarer wins and plays a trump to the
king. The contract will make, for they will be able to reach their hand twice in
order to take the two trump finesses: once with a diamond and once with a
spade ruff. The only defence to beat the contract is a diamond instead, for that
uses up one of declarer's entries before they have found out about the 4-0
trump split. They win the diamond in hand and lay down the king of trumps in
approved fashion (a first round finesse of the eight would be bizarre unless you



had blown the gaff by doubling!). You win and play a spade. There is now only
one entry back to the South hand so you must come to a second trump trick.
Just play the ten or nine on the next round of trumps and declarer is locked in

dummy.

South held: a5, ¥K542, ¢KJ107, «KQJ10



