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Love All, Dealer: East

Contract: 4¥ by South

Lead: 74

East opened a weak 24 (5-10) and South jumped to 4w.

Partner wins the first three tricks with the queen, ace and king of spades, declarer following suit.

You are sitting West. Plan the defence —it’s a teams match.



Solution Teaser No. 75
Discard the queen of clubs at trick two and the ace of clubs at trick three.

A club switch by partner now guarantees the defeat of the contract for it promotes a trump trick in your
hand. If, instead, you hang on to the ace of the clubs, the contract will only go down if declarer has a club
in their hand. This is unlikely, for they have followed to three rounds of spades and are marked with AKQ of
diamonds (partner has already turned up with nine points in spades). If they held a club as well it would
mean they had overcalled 4H (at equal vulnerability) on just a six-card suit missing KJ109.

Even without the clue from the bidding (say partner had opened 1S, not 2S) it would be right to throw both
your clubs. It can only cost in the hugely unlikely event that partner rather than declarer is void in the suit.

Declarer was indeed void in clubs so will probably ruff the club switch high and hope to draw trumps
without a loser. This would be possible if the suit breaks 2-2 or if you held a singleton honour. As the cards
lie, they cannot succeed. When a low trump is led towards dummy, remember to play high just in case
declarer has x-ray vision!

South held: #J84, vAQ87642, ¢ AKQ, «None



