
 
 
Teaser No. 74 
 
 
 North 

ª J 10 8 7 6 2 
© K 
¨ K J 10 4 
§ 10 4 

West 
ª 3 
© Q J 9 8  
¨ A 7 6 5 
§ A Q 7 2 

 
E/W Game, Dealer: South 
Contract: 4ª by South 
Lead: Q© 
South opened 1ª, you doubled and North jumped to game. 
 
The first trick is won in dummy and a low diamond led from the table. Partner plays the two and declarer 
the nine. 
 
You are sitting West. Plan the defence – it’s duplicate pairs. 



Solution Teaser No. 74 

Win with the ace and switch to your singleton trump. 

If declarer held the ace of trumps they would surely lead a trump at trick two, not a diamond.  A quick entry 
to the South hand would allow declarer to cash the ace of hearts and throw away a losing club from 
dummy. It must therefore be right to lead a trump yourself to partner's ace. A club switch now defeats the 
contract.  

Declarer was trying to forge an entry to hand in diamonds, hoping that you might not find the trump switch 
(or that you were dealt both the ace diamonds and the ace of spades). A good plan! If you play any other 
card at trick three the contract makes.  

When a declarer has a massive trump fit, yet doesn't touch trumps, there are grounds for suspicion! The 
inference you can make from their line of play on this deal is a very strong one. 

South held:  ªKQ954, ©A104, ¨Q9, §K98 

 


