Teaser No. 72

North
a 102
v Q10654
¢ K73
& Q106
West
v 1032
¢ AQ1092
& 1872

N/S Game, Dealer: North
Contract: 4a by South

Lead: 2
South opened 1a, North responded 1NT, South jumped to 34 and North raised to game.

The ten of clubs is played from dummy. Partner wins the first trick with the king of clubs, declarer playing
the four. Partner switches to the jack of diamonds.

You are sitting West. Plan the defence —it’s a teams match.



Solution Teaser No. 72

Play low at trick two.

Allow the king to win the second trick. By all means play an encouraging card if your methods allow, but do
not part with your ace!

All bridge players are familiar with your predicament here! If the jack is a singleton, it is clearly right to win
with the ace and return the queen. If it's the top card from a doubleton, however, it is better to play low
and retain communications with partner. How can you tell which is the case? The bidding doesn't help, for
declarer wouldn't bother bidding diamonds with four very small ones in an otherwise strong hand.

The answer lies in the play to the first trick. It is clear that partner has both the ace and king of clubs. If they
had a singleton diamond and wanted a ruff it would be good carding to win with ACE at trick one, not the
king. As partner elected to play the king (the standard card in all other circumstances) it is right to read the
jack of diamonds as the top card in a doubleton.

This widely acknowledged defensive tactic is well worth remembering.

The contract is a lucky make if you go wrong at trick two, for declarer is able to establish and enjoy
dummy’s hearts. Partner was dealt ace doubleton so cannot hold up for long enough to cut the link with
dummy. They would find this very frustrating having found the killing diamond switch!

Both North and South made slight overbids in the auction. Well done if you made them pay!

South held: 4AKQJ64, vKJ7, ¢865, %4



