Teaser No. 70

North
a 10962
v KQ
¢ KQlJ
& KQJ9
East
a QJ3
v AJ109863
¢ A5
& 10

E/W Game, Dealer: North
Contract: 4a by South

Lead: 2w
North opened 1, you bid 1% (as 2% would be weak!) and South 1a. North jumped to 3a and South went

on to game. The 14 bid suggested a five-card suit as South would normally double with only four.

You are sitting East. Plan the defence —it’s a teams match.



Solution Teaser No. 70
Win with the ace and return your LOWEST heart.

The opening lead can only be a singleton. Assuming that partner has a trump and that declarer has a
diamond, there are three quick defensive tricks.

Partner will ruff the heart return (you hope!) and should read your card as preference for a club switch,
whereas leading back a high heart would ask for a diamond.

If partner has the ace of clubs or a singleton honour in spades the contract is always going down, so assume
that declarer has AKXXX in trumps and the ace of clubs. If that is the case, you will need to score a trick with
either the queen or jack of trumps.

If you ask for diamond, what will you do after winning with your ace? Another heart will reveal the trump
position to declarer. Partner's inability to ruff with either the queen or jack will mark you with both of those
cards. Declarer will play the ten of trumps and run it if you play low. Playing anything else will be a
giveaway too, for declarer will surely realise the reason why you haven't made the obvious play!

So, to avoid this unfortunate turn of events, ask for a club return. Declarer can choose where to win this
trick, but will have no good reason not to lay down a top spade. Now they will lose a trump trick to you in
addition to the two aces and a ruff.

It is quite unusual to read partner for two singletons at trick one!

South held: A4AK854, v754, ¢8, %A752



