Teaser No. 69

North

a J96

v QJ4

¢ KQJ1053

& 5

East

a A42
v 1053
¢ A97
& QJ109

Game All, Dealer: South

Contract: 4a by South

Lead: 2 ¢

South opened 14, North responded 2 ¢ and South rebid 2NT (15-16). North bid 3 a to offer a choice of
contracts and South opted for game in spades.

You are sitting East. Plan the defence —it’s duplicate pairs.



Solution Teaser No. 69
Win the first trick and switch to hearts.

The lead must be a singleton, so a diamond ruff is available, but there is no chance of two ruffs as you have
no quick entry outside of trumps. The bidding has marked partner with a doubleton in trumps and either
three or four points in the form of an ace or a king. (Not the queen of trumps plus a jack or two as you can
see all four jacks!) If their high card is an ace the defence will score four tricks so long as you give partner
their ruff at some stage. You can lead back a diamond at trick two, or later on when in with the ace of
trumps.

If partner has the king of trumps, it is essential to lead back a diamond at trick two in order that the ruff is
taken with a small trump. The defenders can then sit back and wait to score their two top trumps.

However, if their high card is the king of hearts leading back a diamond at trick two destroys the defence.
Partner scores a ruff but there is no fourth trick. West cannot lead hearts from their side of the table and
any losers in declarer's hand will disappear on the established diamonds. The winning play is a heart at trick
two, then take the first round of trumps and lead a diamond. Partner will score a heart trick as well as a
ruff.

So, it boils down to which king partner is more likely to hold and here are several reasons why the red one
is the favourite.

1) The 2NT rebid and subsequent decision to play in spades marks declarer with five spades and only two or
three hearts. Partner therefore holds more hearts than spades. This alone makes it more likely they were
dealt the king of hearts than the king of spades.



2) Partner may have preferred to lead an unbid suit if they were dealt KX of trumps, reasoning they have a
probable trump trick and that to lead dummy's main suit can often backfire, either by surrendering the
tempo or by killing an honour in your hand.

3) If declarer held a double stop in both hearts and clubs, they might have opted to play in 3NT even
though they were dealt five spades.

Consequently, the heart switch is the percentage defence. This hand is a good example of the power of the
ace of trumps: possession of that card can give a defender two bites at the cherry.

South held: 4KQ1083, vA82, 964, &AK



