Teaser No. 64

North
A K63
v Q7
¢ AQ
& K97432
East
a 8
v 8652
¢ 1085
& AQ1l086

N/S Game, Dealer: South
Contract: 6 by South

Lead: 5
South opened 14, North bid 2& and South jumped to 3a. North bid 44 (a cue bid agreeing spades) and

South 4% (another cue bid). North then bid key card Blackwood and South showed two aces plus the queen
of trumps. A low card is played from dummy at trick one.

You are sitting East. Plan the defence —it’s duplicate pairs.



Solution Teaser No. 64
Win with the ACE of clubs and return a low club.

The lead must be a singleton, with declarer holding jack bare. South's jump showed a strong hand so it is
unlikely that your side will come to a heart trick if you switch to that suit at trick two. The best chance of a
second trick is partner scoring one with a trump. Leading back a club might promote one by force, but that
jump to 3S suggested a strong trump suit. (This is particularly true if your opponents are playing 2/1 game
forcing, as with a moderate six carder they would rebid 2S and show their extra strength later.)
Nevertheless, even if declarer has trumps as good as AQJ9XX there is hope. You know that trumps are
breaking 3-1 and that declarer can afford to ruff high, but declarer will be reluctant to part with a top
trump lest trumps are breaking 4-0.

The reason for winning with the ace is to make declarer think that the card led cannot be a singleton. They
will infer that West has led from a holding headed by the queen and that it is safe to ruff low or discard a
red card at trick two. Why would they ruff high if they are confident that clubs are not breaking 5-1? If their
trump suit really is AQJ9XX they might compromise by ruffing with the nine, but your partner will over-ruff.

If declarer has come across this sort of subterfuge before they might still guess right, but you have made it
much harder for them! Meanwhile, if declarer’s trump suit is slightly less robust, say AQ10XXX, the club
return promotes a trick for partner regardless.

Winning a trick with an unnecessarily high card can be an effective deceptive tactic, you just need to pick
the right moment! This is one such occasion: you have privileged information about the exact distribution
of the club suit, but declarer can only guess.

South held: 4AQ107xx, ¥AK10, ¢ K64, )]



