Teaser No. 63

North
A K75
v K93
¢ AQ962
% Q7
East
A 932
v QJ1065
¢ 108
& K103

Love All, Dealer: South

Contract: 3NT by South

Lead: 6%

South opened INT (12-14) and North raised to game.

A low card is played by dummy at trick one.
You are sitting East - Plan the defence —its duplicate pairs.



Solution Teaser No. 63
Play the KING. If it wins the trick, return the TEN.

A similar problem to the previous one: partner has led a low card against 3NT,
dummy has an honour in the suit, and you hold a higher honour. Again, you
hope that declarer calls for the top card from dummy, but they disappoint you
and play low!

There is no reason to suppose that the opening lead is anything other than a
normal fourth highest card. It would be unusual to make a short suit lead in a
minor against the auction INT-3NT. So, declarer has just one club higher than
the six. You can use the rule of eleven to verify this if it helps: 11 minus 6 (the
card led) = 5, meaning North, East and South have five cards higher than the six
between them.

The rule doesn't tell you which card that is, but declarer's play to the first trick
provides a huge inference. They would surely have played the queen from
dummy if they held either AX(X) or XX(X). Their high card must be the jack!

If declarer has three (or more) clubs headed by the jack they will come to a trick
in the suit regardless of how you play, but if they hold a doubleton jack the suit



is yours to run. Therefore, play the king at trick one and return the ten so as not
to block the suit.

South held: & AJ64, ¥ A84, & K753, & J5

Following the previous three teasers (61, 62 & 63), here is a summary of what to
do when partner leads a low card against a notrump contract:

If dummy has only low cards:

Play high! Only do otherwise if your tactical objective is to force out declarer's
possible stopper and retain a link with partner within the same suit. This may be
your best option if partner is unlikely to hold an outside entry.

If dummy has an honour other than the ace and a low card is played from
dummy:

Generally, it is best to retain a higher honour if you can play a NINE or higher but
consider playing your top card if there is a real possibility of running the entire
suit.

Remember that the card played from dummy can give a clue about declarer’s
holding!



