
 
 
Teaser No. 62 
 
North 
ª K Q 3 2 
© J 7  
¨ 6 5 2 
§ J 10 6 3 

 East 
ª 8 6 5 4 
© Q 9 4 
¨ Q J 7 
§ A 8 2 

 
E/W game, Dealer: South 
Contract: 3NT by South 
Lead: 3© 
South opened 2NT (20-22), North bid 3§ (ordinary Stayman) and South 3¨ (no 4 card major). 
A low card is played from dummy at trick one. 
 
You are sitting East.  Plan the defence – it’s duplicate pairs. 

  



Solution Teaser No. 62 

Play the NINE of hearts. 

You were no doubt willing declarer to call for the jack from dummy as you would then know exactly what 
to do! When the low card is played instead you are faced with a slightly trickier problem. If dummy has an 
honour (other than the ace) and you have a higher honour, it is often better to retain that honour. Playing 
the NINE here is called 'finessing against dummy' and this is generally a GOOD thing to do. 

Before finessing though, ask yourself if it might gift declarer a trick when the suit is yours to run. In this 
example, playing the nine would not be clever if partner has led from AKXXX as your side could then take 
the first five tricks. Is that a live possibility? No! You can calculate that declarer has a maximum of 
seventeen points in the other three suits so must have either the ace or king of hearts. Playing the nine is 
surely safe if partner holds the ten, but declarer is very likely to hold that card,  for without it they would 
have played the jack from dummy. 

                J7 

K8632              Q94 

              A105 

On the above layout, declarer has a double stop regardless of how you play at trick one, but in the 
following matrix playing the nine holds declarer to just one trick:  

                J7 

A8632              Q94 

              K105 



The nine loses cheaply to the ten, but when you regain the lead (in clubs) you play the queen of hearts, 
pinning dummy's jack. The defence takes four heart tricks and a club to defeat the contract. 

Note that the distribution of the hearts must be 5-2-3-3 as declarer has denied four in the bidding and the 
opening lead, if it's 4th highest, cannot be from a six-card suit. South must have exactly three hearts. 

Playing the nine is the only realistic chance to defeat the contract, but If declarer has A10X rather than 
K10X it might give declarer the tempo to score an extra overtrick. It depends on their number of clubs, the 
spade layout, and the ten of diamonds.  This is a relevant consideration as you are playing duplicate pairs, 
but you can afford to dismiss it. The extra trick for declarer will only mature some of the time that their top 
heart is the ace,  whereas the defence scores more tricks all the time it's the king. 

South held:  ªAJ10, ©K105, ¨AK9, §KQ95 


