
Teaser No. 60 

 North 
 9 8 5 4 

 8 5 

 A K 

 K Q J 10 2 
West 

 A Q 7 

 A Q 2 

 Q 10 9 8 6 4 

 6 
N/S game, Dealer: South  

Contract: 4 by South 

Lead: 6 

South opened 1 (5 card majors), you overcalled 2 and North decided to give 
nothing away and raised directly to game. 

The first trick is won in dummy, East and South following low. Declarer now runs the 9 
of Trumps, partner following suit with a low card.  
You are sitting West - Plan the defence –it’s a teams’ match. 



Solution Teaser No. 60 

Win the trick and switch to the QUEEN of hearts. 
 
Declarer must hold the king of hearts so you need to decide whether you can 
afford to exit passively at trick three and wait to score two heart tricks later. The 
minor suit holdings in dummy mean that sitting back and waiting will not work 
on this occasion. 
 
If declarer has exactly 5 trumps, they have 8 plain suit cards. After all seven 
minor suit winners are cashed they will be left with just one plain card in hand. 
(Contrast with teaser No. 52 where the passive approach was correct). If 
declarer started with more than 5 trumps, all their plain cards will disappear on 
dummy's minor suit winners.  
 
With no chance of two heart tricks, the only chance of a fourth trick for the 
defence is to score a club ruff. There IS just room for partner to hold the jack of 
hearts: by switching to the queen you prise out the king from declarer's hand. 
(Obviously they cannot afford to duck as you would then cash the ace!) When 



you get in again with your ace of trumps you can lead a low heart to partner's 
jack and they will play a club for you to ruff. 
Your side can only ever score one heart trick: it needs to be taken by partner’s 
hoped-for jack, not your ace! 
  
The lead of an unsupported honour to create an entry into partner's hand is 
known as a Deschapelles coup, named after the French chess and whist player 
of that name. 
Compare with the Merrimac coup featured in teaser No. 56 , where the reason 
for leading an unsupported honour was to attack an entry to dummy. 
  

South held:   KJ1063,  K106,  J2,  A43 


