
Teaser No. 56 

 North 

 2 

 6 5 

 A 10 9 8 

 K Q J 9 8 7 

West 

 10 9 8 

 K Q J 10  

 K J 3 

 A 10 2 

N/S Game, Dealer: South  
Contract: 3NT by South 

Lead: K 
South opened 1NT (14-16) and North raised to game. 

Your King wins the first trick, partner playing the eight and declarer the two. 
You are sitting West - Plan the defence –it’s a teams’ match. 



Solution Teaser No. 56 

Switch to the KING of diamonds at trick two.  

This play is not certain to beat the contract, but continuing with hearts is 

guaranteed NOT to defeat it. Partner can have, at most, one queen in their 

hand! If you continue with hearts, declarer will win the second or third round 

and knock out the ace of clubs. Your side will make three heart tricks and a club, 

but that is all. 

The purpose of the switch is to attack the entry to dummy. If declarer wins with 

the ace, they will be unable to score more than two club tricks, unless they were 

dealt four or more clubs (in which case nothing will defeat them!) You will take 

your ace of clubs on the second or third round of the suit as appropriate, guided 

by partner's carding, and revert to hearts. If it transpires that declarer can score 

nine tricks without bringing in the long clubs then no other defence would 

succeed either. 

Declarer might, instead, let your king of diamonds win the trick in order to 

preserve the entry to dummy, but now you promptly switch back to hearts. This 

leaves declarer with no chance as you will take your ace on the very first round 



of clubs and cash out for one down.  (It is not possible for declarer to score nine 

tricks without a single trick from clubs unless they opened 1NT with unusual 

shape.)  

Declarer's hold-up play at trick one was an error, they could have succeeded by 

taking the trick and playing on clubs.  

The switch to the king of diamonds holds declarer to eight tricks even though 

they have both the queen of diamonds and a winning spade finesse at their 

disposal. Note, though, that you must be careful to set up your diamond trick 

before declarer can set up and enjoy their length winner in hearts. 

There are plenty of other hands with just a three-card heart suit that declarer 

may have held where the hold-up play would have been more sensible and the 

diamond switch just as effective.  

South held:   AKJ,  A9742,  Q7, 654 


