Teaser No. 52

North
A K1073
v 65
¢ QJ1092
& J8
West
A 62
v AK843
¢ K75
& A104

N/S Game, Dealer: South

Contract: 44 by South

Lead: Av

South opened 1a(5 card major), you bid 2% and North 2NT (in their methods, 7-9
points and 4 card support), East jumps to 4% and South bid 4 s.

You continue hearts at trick two and declarer ruffs. Declarer plays ace and king of
trumps, all following, and then runs the Q ¢.
You are sitting West - Plan the defence —it’s a teams’ match.



Solution Teaser No. 52
Win the trick with the king of diamonds and return a diamond.

You may have noticed that the card in partner played on the first round of
diamonds was not given. That was because you do not need this information.
The correct defence is to return the suit regardless of how many diamonds
partner was dealt. The first few tricks revealed that declarer started with six
cards in the major suits and therefore seven cards in the minors. At least two of
those minor suit cards must be in clubs (declarer cannot hold more than five
diamonds!) When declarer has finished running dummy's diamonds there will
still be two clubs in their hand, regardless of how many cards in each minor they
started with.

For instance, if declarer has four clubs and three diamonds, they will have two
discards available, so will be left with two clubs in hand.

If, instead, they hold three clubs and four diamonds they will have one discard,
so will be left with two clubs.

If declarer's club suit is headed by KQ there is no defence, whilst if they are
missing the king switching to clubs would defeat them at once. The critical



position is when their clubs are headed by king without the queen. Now it would
be fatal to open up the suit. Fatal, and completely unnecessary!

As West, you had a partial count of the hand: you knew that South held seven
minor suit cards but did not know not the breakdown within those two suits.
This is a very common position for a defender to be. Fortunately, a partial count
is often enough to determine the best line of defence.

Note that a helpful signal from partner is not required to solve this problem, so
no excuses if you were playing with a BBO robot!

South held: & AQJ98, ¥2, ¢ A43, & K976



