
Teaser No. 47 

North 

 A J 4 2 

 9 7 5  

 J 6 2 

 K J 10 

 East 

 10 9 7 3 

 Q 6 

 A K 

 9 8 7 6 2 

Love all, Dealer: South 

Contract: 4 by South 

Lead: 10 

South opened 1, North bid 1 and south 2NT (17-18). North offered a 

choice of game by bidding 3. 
You are sitting East - Plan the defence – it’s a teams’ match. 



Solution Teaser No. 47 

Take the first two tricks with the ace and king of diamonds (in that order) and 

switch to a low trump.  

Partner can only have one entry and the plan is to score a diamond ruff as the 

setting trick. By playing your diamonds in reverse order you make it clear that 

you started with a doubleton. Partner would probably guess that anyway when 

you don't continue the suit, but it doesn't hurt to lay it on a bit thick! If partner 

holds the ace of clubs that would be the suit to switch to, but declarer must be 

favourite to hold that card. It is better to hope that their entry is in trumps as 

either the ace the king of that suit would be sufficient. Do you see declarer's 

problem if their heart holding is AJ10XX?  

If they rise with the ace your side has two natural trump tricks, whereas if they 

play low partner wins and gives you a ruff. By playing a trump at trick three you 

deny declarer the chance to make the normal combination play of two finesses 

in trumps, which would pick up the suit with just one loser. If you switch instead 

to a black suit they will be able to throw away their last diamond in hand before 

touching trumps. Now they can safely play trumps in approved fashion! Of 



course, if it turns out that partner's entry was the ace of trumps the 

recommended switch works just as well.  

The defensive principle is to play partner for the least possible holding that 

allows your side to prevail. So, better to play them for a king than an ace! Better, 

also, to play them for either ace or king in one suit rather than specifically the 

ace in another.  

This is quite an unusual hand: It is very strange to lead trumps when hoping to 

score a defensive ruff!   

Ten tricks would have been easy in 3NT, maybe North should just have raised 

with such a flat hand. 

 South held:   KQ5,  AJ1083,  Q54,  AQXX 

 


