
Teaser No. 38 

 Q 8 6 3 

 K Q J 

 A 2 

 K 7 4 3 

E/W Game, Dealer: South 

Contract: 4 by South 

Lead: K 
E/W Silent 

 J 10 9 7 4 2 

 9 4 

 J 6 

 A Q J 

Plan the play – it’s a teams’ match. 



Solution Teaser No. 38 

Two trump losers and a heart loser are inevitable. If the defence score a 
diamond trick as well you will go down. To make the contract you must hope 
that clubs break 3-3 and that trumps break 2-1, with either defender holding A5 
or K5 and their partner a singleton honour. Clubs 3-3 is a 36% chance, but 
missing only three trumps there are good odds on the required split (two thirds 
of the 2-1 breaks, that's 52%). So the overall chance of getting home is only 
about 19%, but that is a whole lot better than no chance at all! 
  
Win at trick one, cash the ace and queen of clubs, and then play the jack of clubs 
and overtake it with the king in order to win the trick in dummy. Pray that the 
suit breaks kindly! Now play the last club and discard your losing diamond. The 
defence, of course, will ruff this trick with their only small trump, the five of 
spades. (It certainly won't help them to ruff with a natural trump winner). If 
either defender was dealt A5 or K5 doubleton, both will now be down to a 
singleton honour. As soon as you regain the lead, you can play a trump and 
watch the ace and king crash together. The contract makes with the loss of just 
two trump tricks and the ace of hearts. 
  



In a pairs' game there would be a case for playing safely for one down by playing 
on trumps straight away. 4S is going to be a popular spot and you might well end 
up two down by playing to make. However, if you do decide to take a pragmatic 
view and find that you could have succeeded all along it would be easy to slip 
into a depressed frame of mind!  


