
Teaser No. 35 

 6 3 2 

 K 8 4 3 

 7 3 

 9 8 4 2 

Love all, Dealer: South 
Contract: 3NT by South 

Lead: J 
E/W Silent. 

 A K J 4 

 A Q 7 

 A Q 

 Q J 10 3 

Plan the play – it’s a teams’ match. 



Solution Teaser No. 35 

There isn't time to establish the clubs so you must hope to score seven tricks in 
the major suits. If the hearts break 3-3 there will be four tricks in that suit so 
only three will be needed from spades. If the hearts don't break, four must come 
from spades. To make four tricks from spades you must finesse the jack, hoping 
East holds precisely three to the queen. The optimum play for just three tricks is 
to cash the AK, catering for queen doubleton offside. If the queen does not 
appear, the third round is led from dummy towards the jack. This succeeds 
whenever East was dealt the queen, whenever the suit breaks 3-3, and when 
West was dealt Q bare or QX. 
  
Suppose that you play ace, queen, king of hearts and find they break kindly. 
That's good news in a way, but the safety play for three tricks from spades is no 
longer safe!  After cashing the AK, there is no way back to dummy so if the 
queen hasn't appeared it is not possible to lead the third round towards the 
jack. You fail unnecessarily when East was dealt four or more cards headed by 
the queen. It would be a shame to make only two spade tricks when the finesse 
would have won. In order to play the spades to best effect you need to know 
how the hearts are breaking whilst there is still an entry to dummy. 



  
There is no guarantee that this will work, but the best plan is to lead the QUEEN 
of hearts at trick two (NOT the ace). The defenders can see that there is no 
outside entry to the hearts in dummy and will signal their length, so that their 
partner knows when to take their ace, should they hold it. This is the one 
position where the great majority of players will signal honestly, even those who 
are normally averse to revealing their distribution. And with good reason: it is 
impossible to defend accurately without help from partner! 
If you start with the ace of hearts instead, the defence can afford to play 
randomly. 
  
So, if it looks as if the hearts are 3-3, you cash the AK of spades before leading 
the third round of hearts. If you think the hearts are not breaking you only cash 
one top spade and then pin your hopes on the finesse. 


