Teaser No. 30
A KJa3

v 92
¢ 6542

& 542

E/W Game, Dealer: East

Contract: 44X by South

Lead: Q¥

East opens 1¥, South id 1a, West 4% and North 44
East doubles and all passed.

A A7652
v 43
¢ A93

& A63
Plan the play —its duplicate pairs.



Solution Teaser No. 30

The decision by partner to sacrifice in 4S is marginal, even at the favourable
vulnerability. It is often winning bridge to bid 4S over an enemy 4H in a
competitive auction but with this balanced ten loser hand it is dubious. The
small doubleton heart is a particularly bad holding as partner may also hold a
doubleton. A small singleton heart, or three small hearts, would make the bid
more attractive. It is very likely that several N/S pairs will choose to defend.

In order to get a decent share of the matchpoints you must hope:
A) E/W pairs are bidding to 4H at other tables AND that this contract is making.
B) As declarer in 4SX you can avoid going more than three down.

Fortunately, it is quite easy to guess the fate of 4H. The defence can expect to
score four tricks if spades break 2-2 and three tricks if they break 3-1. Therefore,
you must hope that they break 3-1. Furthermore, in order to escape with minus
500 you must pick up the trump suit without loss (assuming that the defenders
switch to a minor suit at trick three and don't allow you a windfall trick by
continuing with hearts!)



The correct play of the trump suit is to cash the ace and if all follow low you
must hope that West was dealt QXX and finesse the jack.

Playing for the drop will score poorly even if it succeeds. Yes, you get out for
minus 500 but all the pairs that defend 4H will collect plus 100.

East would double 4S on a whole range of hands with which they felt a
disinclination to venture to the five level, but there is some validity in the
argument that they would be more likely to bid on with a singleton spade and
more inclined to double with QX. As declarer, though, you must ignore that line
of reasoning and play on the assumption that there is no defence to beat 4H.



