Teaser No. 26
A 642

v Kla2
¢ K1087

& 43
E/W GAME, Dealer: South
Contract: 2 ¢ by South

Lead: Q&
E/W Silent. Playing a strong NT, South opened 1 ¢ and rebid 1INT, North

correctedto 2 ¢.
A A103

v A3
¢ QJ952

s Q108
Plan the play —its duplicate pairs.



Solution Teaser No. 26

In a pairs' event all boards are worth the same. There are no glamour contracts!
Sneaking an overtrick in 2D on one deal might earn more than making 7NT on
another.

This low-level contract brings three factors into sharp focus:

1) The number of tricks contracted for is not necessarily the target. It might be
right to risk all for an overtrick. Conversely, it could be correct to play safely for
one or two down.

2) If your current opponents were silent in the auction, that may not have been
the case at other tables. This is particularly true if the high card points are fairly
evenly split between the two opposing pairs.

3) The opponents' vulnerability is just as important as your own. If they play the
hand and go down do you collect multiples of 50 or 100?

2D is a very cosy contract and it would be easy to make eight tricks. A successful
heart finesse would enable you to throw a spade loser on the third round of the
suit. This would result in nine tricks, but you go down if the finesse loses. Is it



worth the risk? YES, it is definitely the right play at pairs: win the first trick and
play hearts immediately.

It's rather strange that E/W haven't bid. They have 20 points between them and
more spades than your side, yet you have been allowed to play at the two level
in a nine card fit. It is highly probable that other E/W pairs will take a less
conservative view with their cards. Balancing or pre-balancing may be routine to
other players. If they come to rest in their own best fit in 3C (or possibly in 2S) it
is quite likely that they will go one down. You cannot tell where the queen of
hearts or jack of clubs are, nor be sure how the diamonds are split, but one way
or another + 100 is a very possible score for your side. There could therefore be
a huge difference between scoring +90 and +110 in your 2D contract (and only a
small difference between +90 and -50). Furthermore, at tables where they do
bid to 3C, N/S may press on to 3D on the back of their nine card fit. They will
certainly be trying the heart finesse. If you do the same you will tie with them if
it wins and beat them if it loses (as they go two down and you only one down).
That is exceptionally generous odds in favour of what is usually an even money
bet.

Another possibility is N/S playing in INT. This will go down badly if the Q108 in
clubs doesn't stop the run of the suit and in that case you beat them regardless.



If declarer does come to a club trick then INT may make on the nose. In that
instance you are just as likely to beat them as you are to lose if you try the heart
finesse.

In conclusion, the score slip rates to have several entries between + 90 and +110
but none between +90 and -50. Taking the heart finesse stands to gain a lot if it
wins, but won't cost you much if it loses.

Of course, it's a different story had E/W been non-vulnerable: it would then
have been more sensible to play safely for the contract!



