
Teaser No. 25 

 J 3 2 

 J 2  

 A Q 4 

 7 6 5 4 3 

GAME all, Dealer: South 

Contract: 4 by South 

Lead: A 
E/W Silent 

 5 4  

 A K Q 10 9 8 7 

 J 3 2  

 2 

West continues with the King and a third spade to East's Queen (South opened 

the bidding with 4)  
Plan the play – it’s a teams’ match. 



Solution Teaser No. 25 

The decision to open 4H with only a seven card suit has worked out well. Your 
opponents had a possible game in spades and could certainly have scored at 
least nine tricks with that suit as trumps. They have been frozen out of the 
auction and you may gain on the board even if you go down. Of course, it would 
be much better to actually make the contract! 
There are three certain losers in the black suits so West must hold the king of 
diamonds for there to be a chance. If that card is singleton or doubleton you can 
score three tricks in the suit straight away, but not otherwise. The chance of 
specifically KX or K bare on your left is very low (a tad under 5%) If West holds 
three or more diamonds leading the jack would only succeed if they forgot to 
cover. It blows the genuine chances that West actually does hold KX or K bare. 
 
There are insufficient entries to dummy to establish and enjoy a length winner in 
clubs even if the suit breaks 4-3. Nevertheless, the club suit provides a massive 
extra chance. After three rounds of the suit have been played one defender will 
have no clubs left in their hand, regardless of how the suit breaks. If that player 
is East your chances of success can be multiplied by ten! You should ruff at trick 
three and immediately lead a club from hand. The opponents can do no better 



than win and lead a trump. You win in dummy and ruff a club, finesse the queen 
of diamonds and ruff another club. As it happens, both defenders followed suit 
to all three rounds of clubs. You now run all of your remaining trumps. If West 
has the master club it doesn't matter how many diamonds they started with for 
they will be forced to bare the king. This is the position as declarer is about to 
lead the last trump: 

None 

None 

A 4 

7 
 

None 

7 

J 2 

None 
 

West's last three cards are a master club and KX in diamonds. East is out of 
clubs. 



West has no good play when the heart is led. By establishing the seven of clubs 
as a threat against West only, the contract makes whenever that hand was dealt 
the king of diamonds: a much healthier 50% chance! 
 
By the way, trumps broke 2-2 so the opponents could only have made 3S. You 
therefore needed to make the contract in order to score a big swing. Well done 
if you spotted the need to play on clubs at the first opportunity. 
 
For the record, there is a double dummy line of defence based on the fact that 
only East can play diamonds with impunity. West needs to play a low spade at 
trick two. East wins with the queen and switches to diamonds, partner only 
playing the king if declarer plays the jack. East wins the first round of clubs and 
plays another diamond. This cuts the link between declarer's hand and dummy 
and prevents declarer reaching the end position shown above. 


