
Teaser No. 20 

 A 9 6 5 

  

 A J 10 8 6 5 2 

 A 3  

N/S GAME, Dealer: South 

Contract: 7 by South 

Lead: K 
E/W Silent 

 K 8 3 2  

 A K 7 

 K Q 9 7  

 8 6 

Plan the play – its rubber bridge. 



Solution Teaser No. 20 

This is a hand played in America back in the early days of the game. Bidding has 
changed beyond recognition since those times, but card play technique has not. 
Playing in a high stakes rubber bridge game, South dealt and opened 1D. North 
played to the gallery of kibitzers with a flamboyant raise to 7D. 
 
Nowadays most pairs play transfers over 1NT and 2NT openings and maybe in a 
variety of other positions too. A consequence of this is that declarers have 
become well practised in playing trump contracts from the short trump hand. In 
the old days some players felt a bit disoriented if dummy had the longer trump 
holding, it was as if they were declaring the hand 'upside down'. They would 
miss plays that would have seemed quite simple had the hand been played the 
right way up! 
 
So, on this occasion the seven card trump holding was in dummy and declarer 
was already under a certain amount of pressure, for it was a vulnerable grand 
slam with $$$ riding on the result! The opening lead laid bare the club loser in 
dummy and it seemed obvious to throw that card away on a top heart. Declarer 



hurriedly crossed to hand with a trump to do just that, but then realised, a 
moment too late, that there was still an unavoidable spade loser. 
 
The solution is to draw trumps and then discard two SPADES on the AK of 
hearts. Then play three rounds of spades, ruffing the third round in dummy. 
Provided that spades break 3-2, the last spade in hand is now a winner and you 
can throw the club loser away on it. 
 
Note that both 6S and 7D depend on the spade break, so of those two contracts 
you might as well be in 7D and collect the grand slam bonus when luck is on 
your side. With a 68% chance of success it is reasonable to be in the grand slam 
at any form of scoring, though most players in a money game would want to be 
in 6NT. This contract is guaranteed to seal a so-called fast rubber (a 2-0 win) and 
they get to bank the 700 premium for that in addition to the small slam bonus. 
 
On the day, spades did split 3-2. This only added to declarer's misery! 


