
Teaser No. 7 

 Q J 8 6 

 9 5 

 A 4 3  

 A Q 7 2  

Love all, Dealer: South 

Contract: 4 by South 

Lead: Q 
E/W Silent 

 10 9 7 5 4 2 

 A J 10 

 K 8 2 

 6  

Plan the play. 



Solution Teaser No. 7 

 

Declarer should win the first trick in dummy and lead a heart, finessing when 
East plays low. West wins with the queen (say) and plays another diamond. 
Declarer wins this in hand. The correct play now is to cross to the ace of clubs 
and take a second heart finesse. If this wins, the diamond loser in dummy can be 
thrown on the ace of hearts. Note that you must not touch trumps until this vital 
discard has been made.  
This line only fails if West was dealt both of the missing heart honours, or if 
hearts break very badly. Even then, if the ace of hearts gets ruffed with a low 
trump the ace and king of trumps may well crash. So the initial odds are slightly 
less than 3 to 1 in your favour. The alternative play winning the opening lead in 
hand and taking a club finesse is only a 50:50 chance.  
 
When the first round of hearts loses to the queen, should declarer reconsider? 
After all, two of the four possible layouts of the missing honours have been 
eliminated. The only live possibilities are now KQ with West and just the Q with 
West. The initial probability of either is 25%. That would suggest that both the 



club finesse and a second heart finesse are now straight 50% shots and one play 
as good as the other. Isn't that right?  
No! It is still better to pin your hopes on a second heart finesse. It is true that 
the odds of success are no longer 3 to 1, but they only have reduced to 2 to 1 
and that's still much better than 50%!  
 
If West was dealt both heart honours they had freedom of choice on the first 
round of the suit, whereas with just the queen they had no option but to win 
with that card.  
As with the hand in Teaser 6, it is better to assume that a defender was forced 
to play a particular card rather than opting to do so.  
Still not convinced? Imagine two identical boxes, one contains an apple and an 
orange, the other an apple. You ask a friend to select a box. At this stage it is 
clearly a 50% chance that they have picked the box with just the apple inside. 
You now ask them to reach their hand into the box and remove a fruit: out 
comes an apple. Which box did they select? It must be twice as likely to be the 
box with just an apple! 


