Two-Level Opening Bids at Level 4

This is a quick update about new rules for Two Level Opening Bids, introduced in August 2024. The goal of these
changes (EBU Blue Book) is to give players some freedom in bidding and have defence strategy in place by the
opponents, while making sure everyone else at the table can easily understand what your bid means, without
needing to ask too many questions at the risk of transmitting any unauthorised information to the partner.

When you start opening with a natural one-suited at 2-level, showing 5+ cards, the partner of the opener should
announce (or alert otherwise) its range from the following categories:
e Strong, forcing
e Strong, not forcing
e Intermediate
e Intermediate to strong
o Weak to intermediate

e Weak

It is no longer acceptable to describe a hand in terms of its playing tricks.

What are the rules for playing at Level 4 WGCBC bridge sessions?

If you make a strong bid at the 2-level (announced as ‘strong’ by your partner) at WGCBC during a Level 4 sessions
your bid shows as follows:

(a) Any of the strong bids that are permissible at Level 2 sessions (Level 2 paper) which, for the sake of convenience,
are set out below:
e Option (a): Either a natural bid, meaning you have at least 5 cards in the suit you opened e.g. 2S announced

by your partner as ‘strong’; or

e Option (b): a non-natural bid showing at least 16 HCP, or 13 HCP concentrated in the two longest suits
containing 10+ cards; or

(b) At Level 4 sessions, players can use more advanced bidding systems to show an opening 2 level bid as follows:
e Any number of strong meanings set out in (a) above; or
e One non-strong meaning that shows three cards in the suit bid and only if satisfies Rule of 19; or
e One or two artificial meanings that do not specify the suit opened and satisfy one or two conditions in
sections 7C1(b)(c)(d) in the EBU’s 2024 Blue Book. These rules are very complex, we will ask you to refer to

these rules if you want to use complex bidding systems.

Some examples of strong hands:

Hand 1 Hand 2 Hand 3 Hand 4

® A2 ® K3 ® KQJ109876 ® AQJ109754

Y A2 Y5 QA ¥ A9

¢ AKQJ76 439 ¢ QJ109 ¢ A32

$ 532 & AKQJ8653 4 Void 4 Void
Total HCP in Natural- HCP 18 13 HCPin 13 HCP 15 HCP but only 11
two longest concentrated in 10+ but only 9 HCP in 12 HCP in 11cards #s/#s
suits cards in /& cards #s/#s
Legal or lllegal | Legal Bid - Allowed Legal Bid- Allowed Illegal Bid -Not Illegal Bid -
Bids Allowed Not Allowed



https://www.ebu.co.uk/documents/laws-and-ethics/blue-book/blue-book.pdf
https://www.bridgewebs.com/welwyngardencity/L2%20strong%202s.pdf
https://www.ebu.co.uk/documents/laws-and-ethics/blue-book/blue-book.pdf

