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Bridge club’s /0th ann

t has been called the
most fun that four peo-
ple can have with a pack
of cards.

This year Wakefield
Bridge Club is celebrating its
7oth anniversary. And the
club is looking for new peo-
pletojoinitsranks.

Six or seven times a week
members of Wakefield
Bridge Club gather at their
clubroomsin Thornes Park
to play.

The club was established
in1953 and its first first ven-
ue was the Jester Restaurant
on Southgate in Wakefield
city centre. Shortly after it
moved to Holmfield House
in Thornes Park, then to

Wakefield Town Hall, before
spending 25 years at the
West Yorkshire Sports and
Social Club in Sandal.

That period was success-
ful enough that the club
needed more space, and
time to play at its venue,
which brought members
back to Thornes Park.

Theclub is currently
based at the Penny Appeal
campus with air-condi-
tioned rooms, a kitchen, and
enough space to accommo-
date 160 members.

Karen Lemm, Yorkshire
League match secretary,
said: “Bridge is a fascinating,

challenging and enjoyable
card game, a great way to get
out and make new friends.

"It keeps you thinking
and learning and provides a
really social way of spending
afew hoursin like-minded
company.

“Itwillimprove your log-
ic, your memory, and your

lateral thinking -and it is
scientifically proven to help
your brain stay young and
healthy.
To mark the platinum

jubilee the club will be hogt-
ing achampagne session for
members, and will be joined
by England Internation-

al player, author and The
Times bridge correspondent
Andrew Robson, who will
lead a whole-day teaching
seminar for members. Pro-
ceeds will go to the Penny
Appeal Charity.

The club will also host a
free taster session for new
members to give bridgea try.

On October 5 there will
be a session between 2pm
and 5.30pm and another be-
tween 7pm and 10.30pm to

mark the anniversary. In the
gap between the two, there

will be bubbly and some
cake.
Karen explained that
some people have the same
bridge partner for decades.
Members Brian Legget-
ter and Dennis Thompson
have been playing together
since they were colleagues
ina Castleford factory in the
1960s, while Chris and Pat
Maynard are a husband and
wife team.

It'sacomplicated setup,
but at its simplest the Eng-
lish Bridge Union says:
“Bridge isrecognised asa
mind sport, and is a partner-
ship trick-taking card game
of skill.

"Itis played by four play-
ers who form two partner-
ships - the partners sit
opposite eachotherata
table.
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Wakefield Bridge Club celebrates 70th anniversary. Pic: Scott Merrylees
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