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The Villages Duplicate Bridge Club 

Minutes December 16, 2017, Board Meeting 

 

Call to Order:  Charlie Showalter, President, called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm at the 

Lake Miona Recreation Center. 

Members Present:  Alex Booke, Jane Hudson, Carol Ketterer, Bob Matthews, Beverly 

Parrish, and Charlie Showalter.  Guest: Paul Matheson 

Minutes of the Last Meeting:  The minutes of the November 14, 2017 meeting were 

unanimously approved. 

Election of Board Members:  The ballots were counted resulting in Donna Brown and 

Gordon Pfeiffer being elected to the Board for three year terms.  Suggestions were made 

about how to make counting ballots easier.  If the member is a Life Master their number 

should be written with the letter in front, not as all numbers.  The list received from the 

ACBL has the letter and it takes considerable time to convert the numbers to the appropriate 

letter.  The need for two envelopes was again discussed and that method may not be used in 

the future.  Again, on several ballots the stated number could not be found on the ACBL list 

or the VDBC Club list of generated numbers.  Members will be reminded to take care to put 

the proper numbers on the ballot in the future.  Congratulations to Donna and Gordon and 

thanks to Larry Abramovitz, Phil Benner, Sheila Goad and Marilyn Williams for their 

willingness to serve was expressed by all the members present. 

Member Appreciation Party February 17, 2018:  Alex has the Savannah Center and a 

band booked for the party.  A nominal fee will be charged for the party.  $5-10 were discussed 

but once catering expenses, band fees etc. were determined, the decision was made via email 

discussion of Board members to charge $10.  There will be heavy hors d’oeuvres and coffee/tea 

provided.  Members will need to bring any desired wine etc. because The Villages does not 

permit any clubs to provide alcoholic beverages on their property.  The room can accommodate 

400 people when set up for a party with tables, band and dance floor.  There will be no bridge so 

members are encouraged to bring their spouses/partners/dates etc.  Recognition will be provided 

to those members who won Ace of Clubs/Mini McKinney contests at the party. 

Annual Meeting:  The Annual Meeting of the VDBC will be held on Sunday, February 25, 

2018 at 1:30 pm at SeaBreeze Recreation Center.  The newly elected Board will set the agenda at 

the January Meeting. 

Guest Speaker:  The guest speaker negotiations for a seminar to be held in the Spring has not 

been successful.  Several speakers were discussed but at this late date the seminar will probably 

be cancelled for this year.  A final decision will be made at the January meeting. 
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Sunday Games:  The January schedule was discussed and finalized.  The first Sunday will be 

cancelled because of the Orlando Regional. The second Sunday will be an Open Swiss. The third 

Sunday will be the Mentor/Novice game.  There will be an Eight is Enough Swiss on the fourth 

Sunday. Hopefully with the seasonal members present there will be good attendance for this 

game.  In the past the attendance had dropped drastically hence the cancellation of the Eight is 

Enough Swiss for the off season. 

Director Seminar:  Colin Graham-Hyde will provide a seminar for the VDBC Directors 

about the recent massive law changes made by the World Bridge Federation and ACBL.  Colin 

is a world renowned source for these changes and his help will be greatly appreciated.  The 

Board voted to provide a small $100 honorarium to Colin for providing this seminar for the 

directors. 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the Board will be January 20, 2018 at 9 am at a site to be 

determined. The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Beverly Parrish, Secretary 

 

 

 


