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Awards Ceremony and Luncheon on 

Friday March 27 

Unit 191 is fortunate to be stacked with excellent 

players, all trying to up their games! Recently we 

have enjoyed great turnout at TBA’s scheduled Mon-

day, Wednesday and Friday games. Lots of MPs were 

awarded on Friday 2/20! The joy of club games 

comes in part from the chance to see and compete 

with the talent that is all around us. Regardless of 

which club you play at, consider prioritizing Face to 

Face play for the pleasure of it, and for the communi-

ty you help to build.  

Every year the ACBL alerts each Unit leadership team 

about the achievements of their members during the 

previous year. One way of recognizing members is 

through the Ace of Clubs Races—for members who 

earn the most Masterpoints during club sanctioned 

events (excluding NAP/GNT qualifiers and STaCs) dur-

ing a calendar year. Only black points are counted.  

Now, there are also Ace of Clubs Awards for on line 

play as well : the Virtual Ace of Clubs. Another ACBL 

award for Masterpoints is the Mini-McKenney Award 

recognizing total Masterpoint gains during the previ-

ous year. Both awards are stratified based on each 

player’s previous year MP level, so we have lots of 

chances to win an award! The Unit also awards its 

own distinctive Awards---More on that in another 

Alert! 

We recently sent out personal emails to award recipi-
ents congratulating them on their achievements. 
Here’s the link to the Announcement from ACBL. 
Congratulate your friends, partners and competition! 
https:www.bridgewebs.com/unit191 

And, every year, Unit 191 holds an Awards Ceremony 

to celebrate everyone’s achievements. This year, we 

will have our Awards Ceremony accompanied by a 

Pot Luck Luncheon ahead of a Unit Championship 

Game on Friday March 27, starting at 11:30.  Mark 

your calendar! Fill out the RSVP form! The Awards 

Ceremony and Lunch will be held at Triangle Bridge 

Academy in Durham, and space is limited to 14 ta-

bles. Thank you to Henry Meguid for hosting this 

popular event once again! It’s not too early to start 

imagining your crowd-pleasing contribution to the 

Pot Luck.  

The Awards Ceremony and Game is only one way the 

Unit 191 Board works to support our members. We 

look forward to more opportunities to promote play-

ing the game we love, and to provide fun social get 

togethers. In coming newsletters we’ll be asking 

about ways the Board can better serve you, and for 

how you yourself can contribute to the vitality of our 

community by volunteering your time and talent! We 

know there’s lots of talent among us! 

Looking forward to seeing you soon at the Bridge Ta-

ble!   

    

Your Co-Presidents,  

  

Morris Weinberger and 

Ray Boylan 

https://www.bridgewebs.com/unit191


MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

The membership report shows all member 

activity from January 31, 2026 through Feb-

ruary 28, 2026. 

Unit 191 currently has 459 members. 

We welcome to Unit 191: 

  Surya Naresh 

  Panella Washington 

 

Congratulations to the following members 

who have achieved a new level: 

JUNIOR MASTER 

Jean Barber 

Dave Michelman 

Bob Tyson 

NABC MASTER 

Joan Roberts 

WHAT IS THE RULE 

OF…….. 

The rule of 17 in bridge is a guideline for 

responders deciding whether to bid game 

after their partner makes  “weak two bid”.  

To use it, add your high card points to the 

number of cards you hold in your partner’s 

suit.  If the total is 17 or more, you should 

strongly consider bidding game. 

The rule of 11 is a bridge technique used 

to determine the umber of cards higher than 

an opponent’s opening lead in the other 

three hands, applied hen the lead is con-

firmed or assumed to be the fourth best 

card.  Subtract the spot card value from 11; 

the result is the total number of cards higher 

than it in the dummy, declarer’s hand, and 

your hand. 

The rule of 15 —add your high card points 

and the number of spades in your hand.  If 

the total comes to 15 or more, make your 

normal opening bid.  If the total comes to 

less than 15, pass out the hand.  Do not 

preempt in fourth seat. 

The rule of 20 is a bridge bidding guideline 

used in the first or second seat to determine 

if a hand with fewer than 12-13 high card 

 

“May the luck of the Irish be with your fi-

nesse” 

“Wishing you a pot of gold in your bidding 

box” 

St. Patrick’s Day Bridge:  “Where the only 

thing green is your opponent’s envy of 

your hand” 

“May your points be more and your bad 

breaks be less” 

“Irish kisses and slam-check wishes” 







SPOTLIGHT 

ON STANLEY 

 Unit 191 is fortunate that Stanley Wilson 

moved to the area .  3-4 years ago, Stanley and  

partner, Ray, moved to Durham from Massa-

chusetts.  They  had previously played bridge, 

mostly social bridge, but came to the club for 

open games, not having had too much experi-

ence at duplicate.  You should see them now!  

Stanley became a director and regularly is in 

charge of Wednesday games and does a terrif-

ic job at directing and helping Henry.  Thank 

you, Stanley, for what you do for the unit and 

the chorus. 

The Triangle Men’s Chorus recently 

had a cabaret/fundraiser and  in addi-

tion to being the choral director, Stan-

ley performed an excellent rendition of 

“It’s Been a Hard Day’s Night” and also 

was part of an a capella group. 

Stanley is an opera singer and conducts 

workshops each summer and performs 

with the company. 

The chorus is having their next concert 

on June 5 in Raleigh and June 6 in 

Durham.  Mark your calendars—it’s 

great music and will be an enjoyable 

evening. 



Dear Bridge Play-
ers, 
 
 
Unit 191’s bridge men-
toring program contin-
ued in February.  The 
program sponsors 
games in person, at 
Triangle Bridge Acade-
my, and online, on BBO.  The in-person 
games have two tiers.  Tier I is for 
mentees with fewer than 250 master-
points playing with mentors who have 
fewer than 500 masterpoints.  Tier II is for 
mentees with fewer than 500 master-
points; mentors are unlimited.   
 
 
Refreshments are provided by a crew of 
volunteers — Ray Boylan, Ann Fisher, 
Martha Schulwitz, and Maggie Smith 
— to whom we offer our appreciation.  
They are always looking for more volun-
teers.  Please email one of them if you 
can help. 
 
 
Tier I plays on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 10 AM, preceded by an optional 
lesson from Henry Meguid at 9:15.  The 
February 24 game was preceded by a fun 
exercise.  Henry provided several auc-
tions and participants had to construct 
hands consistent with those auctions.  
The game had 8 tables.  Three pairs had 
very high scores: Mary Harley Kruter and 
Bev Craig, Carrie Dailey and Larry 
Stanczyk, and Joach Pleil and Ray 
Boylan.  Congratulation to all six play-
ers. 
 
 
Tier II plays on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 10 AM, preceded by an optional 
lesson at 9:15 given by a rotating set of 

advanced players.  The game on Febru-
ary 10 was preceded by a lesson from 
Deanna Larus on Help Suit Game 
Tries.  There were five full tables.  The 
game was very close, with all pairs scor-
ing between 40% and 60%. 
 
 
The online game is new this year and is 
for mentees with fewer than 500 master-
points.  The mentees play together in 
pairs at 7 PM on the third Wednesday of 
each month.  After the game, a panel of 
advanced players write comments on all 
the boards, which are then circulated to 
the mentees.  Many thanks to the panel 
members for volunteering their time and 
expertise: Glen Anderson, John Cobb, 
Mary Jo Dunnebacke, Eric Hamilton, 
and Michael Lavine.  The February 
game was on the 18th and had three ta-
bles.  Congratulations to Cynthia Hin-
shaw and Anne Roush who won with a 
score of 61%. 
 
 
Some of the games also have post-game 
analyses by a panel of experienced play-
ers.  You can find them under the Mentor-
ing Program tab on the Unit 191 webfind 
the hands by going to the ACBL website 
and following the links ACBL —> Results 
—> Live for Clubs and then searching for 
either Triangle Bridge Academy (Tuesday 
F2F games) or Triangle Bridge Club 
(Wednesday BBO games). 

 
If you would like to join 
any of these groups, 
please email Michael 
Lavine. 
 

mailto:mlavine@umass.edu
mailto:mlavine@umass.edu



