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UNIT 191 BRIGHT LEAF ALERT 
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF UNIT 191                FEBRUARY 2020 

 Are we sure that it is February?   We should all be thankful for such a mild winter thus far.   Janu-

ary was a busy month as we settle in the New Year.    Many of us enjoyed the visit by Kristin Cooper, wife 

of Governor Roy Cooper to the Bridge Academy where we introduced her to our favorite game.   She was 

amazed to see that people of all ages play bridge and receive more than just the fun of the game.   As 

Henry Meguid pointed out:  Bridge is more than a card game.   It is a social activity that encourages us 

to exercise our cognitive abilities such as memory, logic and reasoning skills.   It continues to challenge 

each of us no matter how many years we have played this great game.    

 The Unit is proud to offer many educational opportunities in the coming months.   The Bridge 

Academy offers weekly mini-lessons and seminars with guest lecturers.   Chris Moll offers weekly bridge 

classes on varied topics and special lectures for novice players on Fridays at TBC (taught by Andrea Roit-

man and Valerie Roberts).   Information will be coming soon about this year’s Unit sponsored lecture 

series.   Be sure to check the calendar on the Unit website so that you don’t miss out!    

 Our first 2020 Unit sponsored Sectional Tournament is just around the corner – so line up your 

partners for the Brightleaf Spring Sectional – March 12-15.     

 And finally, the ACBL invites members to nominate a member who personifies high standards of 

goodwill, sportsmanship and volunteerism; who gives selflessly of his/her time to promote and enhance 

bridge; who exhibits good manners; and who strives to make the game nicer for all of us. This person has 

an exemplary demeanor at the bridge table— welcoming and friendly.”   Our Unit selects its own Good-

will Ambassador each year.   That member’s name is then submitted for District nomination.  Individuals 

who have been recognized in the past by our unit as Goodwill Ambassadors are:  Mary Lou Johnson, Peg-

gy Barbee, Harrison Brooke, Bob Boggs, Sue Torrey, John Torrey, JoAnne Vansuch, Maggie Lindquist, 

Linda Harris, Sigrid Olin, Darleen Bates, Robin Marin and Joyce Jenzano.   Others in our unit who have 

been recognized elsewhere as Goodwill members include Jay Bates, Judith Bloomer, Kay and Randy 

Joyce, Chris Moll, and Mike Sears.  

 Please consider submitting the names of individuals in our unit who you feel are deserving of this 

recognition. It will be helpful to the committee to include specific comments in support of your nomina-

tion of such individuals. Nominations may be submitted to Chris Moll (chair of the Goodwill Committee), 

Hugon Karwowski or Donna Walther.  The committee will consider all nominations and present infor-

mation and recommendations to the full Board of Directors for final selection of the 2020 nominee from 

this unit at its next meeting.  If you have questions about this Award, please talk to a committee mem-

ber.   

  See you at the bridge table!        Deanna Larus, Unit President 

From the President…... 
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FOUR SUIT TRANSFERS 

By Andrea Roitman 

 

Some of my partners resist playing 4-suit transfers specifically because they lose the invitational 2NT bid 

and have to go through Stayman whether or not they have a 4-card major, just to be able to bid 2NT. 

Thanks to John Torrey’s review of the class material I prepare, a better system has emerged (John refers to it 

as the Bridge World Standard) that I’d like to share.  You never go through Stayman if you don’t have a 4-

card major, so it makes it more intuitive to bid and it keeps information from the opponents who now won’t 

know if the NT opener has a 4-card major.  As with all conventions, you have to give something up to do 

this and that something is the “pre-accept” for Clubs.  People like 4-suit transfers because of the pre-accept 

feature for both minors; just think about how valuable your 6-card suit can be in NT if partner has some val-

ues for you in that suit (3+ with an honor).  Perhaps the suit will run and take a lot of tricks in NT.  You still 

have it for diamonds.  This is how it works: 

 

 

How do you do it? 

 

 

Bid 2S with a 6-card club suit; 

bid 2 NT with a 6-card diamond 

suit 

Bid 2S with a 6-card club suit or an invita-

tional hand 

Bid 2 NT with a 6-card diamond suit 

4-suit transfers (traditional way) 4-suit transfers (Bridge world way) 

What is partner’s re-

sponse to 2S 

One way is to bid the clubs if 

you like it and bid 1-level below 

(2NT) if you don’t. 

Partner can now bid 3 C after 2 

NT 

If partner bid 3 C,  you can pass 

or bid 3 NT if you think the 

clubs will run 

Bid 3C with 17 HCP or a good 16 and 2 NT 

with 15-16 

Partner Can now raise to 3 NT knowing 

opener has a max or pass 3 C 

If partner bid 2 NT, you can pass with an 

invitational hand or bid 3C if you have a 6

-card club suit 

What is partner’s re-

sponse to 2 NT 

One way is to bid the diamonds 

if you like it and bid 1-level be-

low if you don’t (3C) 

Partner can now bid 3 D after 3 

C 

If partner bid 3 D, you can pass 

or bid 3 NT if you think the dia-

monds will run 

One way is to bid the diamonds if you 

like it and bid 1-level below if you don’t 

(3C) 

Partner can now bid 3 D after 3 C 

If partner bid 3 D, you can pass or bid 3 

NT if you think the diamonds will run 
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What if I have an invitational hand 

with no 4-card major 

Bid 2C (Stayman) and then bid 

2NT after partner’s response 

Bid 2S.  If partner bids 2 NT, pass.  

If he bids 3 C, bid 3NT 

Advantages  The “pre-accept” allows 

you to bid 3NT with less 

than the requisite 25 HCP 

when you have a club or 

diamond fit 

 It allows the strong hand to 

play the hand if he likes the 

minor or if it’s played in NT 

 You only bid Stayman when 

you have a 4-card major.  If 

you don’t bid Stayman, oppo-

nents don’t know if partner 

has a 4-card major 

 The “pre-accept” feature al-

lows you to bid 3NT with less 

than the requisite 25 HCP 

Disadvantages *You must bid Stayman with an 

invitational hand whether or 

not you have a 4-card major.  If 

partner denies a 4-card major 

and you don’t have one either, 

it alerts the opposition that 

there is a weakness in one or 

both majors.   

* If partner doesn’t like your 

minor suit, the weak hand will 

play the contract in his minor 

suit. 

*You do not have a pre-accept 

available to you in clubs, so you 

have no way to find 3NT with less 

than 25 HCP and a club fit 

*If partner doesn’t like your dia-

mond suit, the weak hand will play 

the contract in diamonds 

* If partner bids 2 NT, and you 

have a weak hand with 6 clubs, 

the weak hand will play the con-

tract in clubs 

What if I bid Stayman with a 4-card 

spade suit? 

If partner bids 2 H, you must 

bid 2 S to show a 4-card spade 

suit and an invitational hand.  

Partner doesn’t know if you 

were just going through Stay-

man with an invitational hand 

or you actually have 4 spades 

You can bid 2NT with an invita-

tional hand.  Partner knows you 

have 4 spades 
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From the archives….. 

February, 2010 

* Officers of the Board were: President, Sigrid Olin;      Vice-

President, Harrison Brooke; Secretary, Patsy Whitehurst; Treas-

urer, Paul Kobrin.  Other board members were:  Ron Adams, 

Grada Arble, Bob Boggs, Edy Bulthuis, Ken Dye, and Stirling 

Haig, Maggie Lindquist, and Marty Demko. 

 Jay and Darleen Bates open a new bridge facility in Park-

wood  -  Triangle Bridge Club 

 Membership in the unit reached 508 

 Liz McGuffey was The Alert editor 

 Advancing in rank were:  Clay Hamner and Dave Streifford 

to Junior Master;  Ingrid Parish to Club Master; Elliott 

Cramer to Regional Master; Frank Hund is the newest Life 

Master; Sigrid Olin to Bronze Life Master; Steve Barsby to 

Silver  Life Master 

 Cash on hand for the unit was $15,385. 

 Ron Adams will chair the July Sectional and Paul Morris-

sette will be in charge of the Future Life Master tourna-

ment in October. 

 Many thanks to the 

members of the Triangle Bridge 

Club and Unit 191 for their ex-

pressions of sympathy and sup-

port on the recent passing of 

my wife.  It has truly given me 

great comfort. 

  Sincerely, 

  Jim Forde 

 

BRIDGE MEMBERS RECEIVE SPARK AWARD 

 Debbie Sears (Pictured lower left) recently received the SPARK 

award from the Durham Public Schools.  Spark recipients are those peo-

ple who influence the work outside of Durham Public Schools to develop 

community partnerships, increase engagement and support for Durham 

Public Schools and improve student outcomes.  Debbie has organized 

fundraisers for Lakewood school and along with husband Mike, has spon-

sored and organized the Toys for Tots at the holiday season.   

 Ed Fuller, (Pictured upper left) received the SPARK award in the 

past for his volunteerism in tutoring math students at Spalding School. 
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Fourth Suit Forcing, Again!  

By Randy Joyce 

 

 At a recent game at the TBC one of my oppo-

nents held the following hand: 

 

S… AJTx 

H…x 

D…JTxx 

C…AKxx 

 

 He opened I Diamond, his partner bid 1 

Heart, and he bid 1 Spade. Partner rolled out 2 Clubs 

which was Fourth Suit Forcing (to game).  

 Going by my chart of recommended bids, at 

this point he should have bid 2NT denying 3 Hearts 

and showing a Club stopper for NT.  He chose to 

raise to 3 Clubs, in case partner actually held clubs. 

His partner now bid 3 Spades.  

 What was this? Partner had used the 2 Club 

bid and 3 Spade raise to show a hand that was too 

good to just raise to 4 Spades. What do I mean by 

this? Well partner could have bid 4 Spades over 1 

Spade, if all he was interested in was game.  

 Why go through the 4th suit bid and then 

make a minimum Spade raise unless he was looking 

to potentially try for slam?  

 What features about this hand are appealing? 

First, you hold very good Spades. Compare the ones 

that you would hold if your Spades and Diamonds 

were reversed. Next you probably have a good Heart 

holding (since you may need to trump some of part-

ner's hearts to set them up). 

Finally, you hold maybe good clubs, but maybe not.  

 How about letting partner know that you at 

least hold the Club A and an OK hand by cue bidding 

the A of Clubs?  

 Instead, he bid 4 Spades, and partner passed 

since this was the most depressing bid that opener 

could make. I eagerly awaited the dummy to see 

what kind of hand would come down. 

 Would you believe that dummy had all his 

bids and laid down a 10 point hand! Full Kudos to Jim 

Cunningham for bidding his hand the way that I 

would have bid it with all of my regular partners. 

Jim's hand was: 

 

S…Kxxxx 

H..AKxxxx 

D… 

C…xx 

 

 If Jim could have dragged a 4 Club cue bid out 

of partner, he could have confidently bid a Spade 

slam. As it was, if partner had reversed his clubs and 

Diamonds, or had reversed his Spades and Dia-

monds, slam would not have been such a hot propo-

sition. 

 What should we take away from this hand? 

Fourth Suit forcing followed by a minimum bid 

shows a big hand. It is the same principle as mini-

mum bids after 2/1 auctions. The less you bid the 

more you have, when you are in a game force. When 

you are the partner of the Fourth Suit Forcing bidder, 

rest assured that partner has you covered for game 

and is begging for more information to bid a slam. 

When you make the most discouraging bid possible, 

partner must assume that you don't have what he is 

looking for and get out before bad breaks beset you 

in a too high marginal contract. 
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The 1st Ever ACBL Education Foundation Games at Clubs 

 The ACBL Board of Directors voted to make February, ‘Ed Foundation Month’.  In the 

January ACBL Bulletin on pages 29 and 32 you will find two good articles about the Ed Foun-

dation.  Henry Meguid is the President of the American Bridge Teachers Association and 

he wrote to the ABTA’s 600 members and asked them support these Ed Foundation games 

because the Ed Foundation supports the ABTA with funds.  The Ed Foundation also supports 

Patty Tucker and her ‘Learn Bridge in a Day’ program and her efforts to get the US Army inter-

ested in playing bridge on the base and in the club.  Go to acbleducationalfoundation.org and 

click on grants and then grants made in 2019 and you will see what they were doing with no 

money, now with 170,000 tables in play at clubs the Foundation should be able make some 

real progress at keeping bridge healthy. 

 Four other months during the year are devoted to raising funds through the ACBL. 

 January was Junior month.  Those proceeds go to the ACBL to supplement their pro-

grams which include discounted entries for juniors at NABCs, College Bowl, Junior tourna-

ment at Summer NABC and sending our Junior teams to the World championships. 

 April is Charity month.  Some money goes to local charities.  The rest is distributed 

three different ways.  First, $1000 goes to each member of the Board of Directors, then 

$5,000 is given to the host districts of the NABCs, and finally the bulk of it is given to five Dis-

tricts in the amount of $30,000 and rotated every 5 years.  Chris Moll is unit 191’s repre-

sentative to our district and he can tell you what charities got money in District 7 and what 

year we will get $30,000 again. 

 May is Grass Roots month.  The money collected at these games goes dollar for dollar 

back to the District from whence it came to encourage participation in the North American 

Pairs and Grand National Teams.  District 7 gets back more money than any other District, 

usually about $31,000.  District 7 subsidizes every player representing District 7 to $900/

player. 

 September is International Fund month.  The United States Bridge Federation was 

formed by the ACBL in 2002.  The purpose of the USBF is to select the teams to represent the 

US and to send those teams to World competition.  The teams include Mens, Womens, Sen-

iors and Juniors. 

 Craig Robinson – Board of Directors of ACBL Educational Foundation 
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First Lady of North Carolina, Kristin Cooper’s Visit to 
the Bridge Academy 

 On Friday January 24,  the bridge world had a very important visitor, the wife of Governor 
Roy Cooper, FLONC Kristin Cooper.  She graced our walls for a little while and learned of our be-
loved game —Bridge.  She met our very own 100 year old celebrity bridge player, Pearl Schechter, 
the owner of the Bridge Academy and host of our event Henry Meguid, the 2018 teacher of the year 
and current president of American Bridge Teachers’ Association and our current Unit 191 President 
Dr. Deanna Larus.  She met and greeted the br idge players, viewed a video of the game and 
was privy to one of our very own Henry Meguid’s famous power point presentations. We then had 
lunch of delicious salmon and many other goodies.  FLONC remained around for the beginning of 
the bridge session to see how the game is conducted and was very impressed with the atmosphere 
turning from excitement and fun to seriousness and concentration of the bridge players. It was a very 
enjoyable and delightful afternoon for the world of Durham North Carolina Bridge spent in the su-
perb company of our FLONC, Kristin Cooper.   

 Thank you for spending an afternoon with us First Lady of North Carolina. 

 We have to thank for this opportunity our Unit 191 PR’s John Schachte and Phylliss Woody.   

 

        Submitted by Phylliss Woody 

Editor’s Note:  Special thanks to Leonard Beeghley and Phylliss Woody for the photos.  If you 
missed the news broadcast, go to Unit 191 web page and log onto the site.  Special recognition was 
given to Unit 191 members who rank in the top 500 list—George and Judith Bloomer, Kay and 
Randy Joyce, and Craig Robinson.  Rose Meltzer was honored for  her  recent national champi-
onship, Kay Joyce and Paula Head for being Unit 191 unit champions,  and Henry Meguid, President 
of the American Bridge Teachers’ Association and 2019 teacher of the year. Craig Robinson was also 
honored for being past President of the ACBL, which now numbers 165,000. 
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Kristin Cooper, the First Lady 

of North Carolina, visited the 

Bridge Academy on Friday, 

January 24 

The First Lady 

met with our 

100 year old 

bridge player, 

Pearl Schecht-

er before the 

refreshments 

and a presen-

tation about 

the game of 

bridge by Hen-

ry Meguid 
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Membership Report  

Submitted by Jane Kiernan  

                 As of January 1 , 2020   

   

The total membership for the unit as of January 1 was 628.  
  

Advancing in rank since November 1 were:   

 

Junior Master:    Catherine Garland 

        Jennifer Harris 

          Cynthia Johnston 

        Ronald Madl 

         Rebecca Wood 

Club Master:        Teresa Fitzgerald 

          Randy Grigg 

Sectional Master:    Margaret Smith 

Regional Master:     Eileen Bok 

    Larry Campbell 

Advanced NABC:      Reece Schuler 

Bronze Life Master:    Martin Causley 

Silver Life Master:     Ian Cloudsdale 

    Bonnie Kress 

    John Schachte 

Ruby Life Master:       Rosalyn Katz 

    Jean Matthews 

Diamond Life Master:   Morton Stromberg 

Sapphire Life Master:   Thomas Rpberg 

 

 Congratulations to all! 
 

    

 

 

Just as I was finishing this 

month’s Alert, I learned that 

Unit 191’s own 

Jacek Pszczola (Pepsi) 

has been named 

ACBL  

Player of the Year!! 
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February is an ACBL Educational Foundation month. All games pay upgraded points. Please check the cal-

endar at http://www.trianglebridgeclub.net/schedules.html for all special events. 

Triangle Bridge hosts the Raleigh Sectional Swiss Teams Sunday, February 2nd at 10am 

Triangle is closed Friday, Jan 31st and Saturday, Feb 1st. We encourage all our players to participate in the 

Raleigh Sectional. 

STaC Week: February 3-9 

Come earn your silver points at Triangle all week! 

Unit 191 Mentor/Mentee Game: Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at 12:30pm 

Eight is Enough February 9th at 2:00pm  

Sunday, February 9th at 2:00pm is the “Eight is Enough” Team Game.  Although teammates are not guar-

anteed, please contact Chris Moll (504) 495-7485 via text or email trianglebridgeclub@gmail.com by 1pm 

on Saturday, February 8th for assistance. 

A New Tradition in the Making:  Breakfast at Tiffany. Saturday, February 15th at 8:45am 

Ok fine. Breakfast at Triangle. Our Holiday Party breakfast received rave reviews and requests for more! 

You asked. We heard. Join us for a festive breakfast Saturday morning at 8:45am with the game following 

at 9:30am. We’ll have eggs, French toast, and other goodies. Please bring your favorites too! 

Winter Supervised Play: Tuesday mornings 10:00-11:30am February 11th, March 3rd & 17th 

Want an expert looking over your shoulder when you play to help you improve your game? This small 

game format is for you. Come play – you don’t need a partner- and Chris will review the boards you play 

commenting on bidding, declarer play, and defending. Registration is required.  Text Chris at 504-495-

7485 or email trianglebridgeclub@gmail.com. Fee is $25 per session. Come to all or drop in.  

New Class: Minor Suit Bidding, Thursdays Feb 13th & 20th 10am-11:30am 

Who wants to play in a minor suit contract when you have Majors and NT? Sometimes you need Minor 

Suit Bidding. Join us for a two session class on Thursday mornings. Fee is $55 for both sessions and $29 to 

drop in. Email trianglebridgeclub@gmail.com to register or call/text Chris Moll at 504-495-7485. 

GNT Qualifiers: Wednesday, February 19th 7pm & Mondays, Feb 10th and 24th 7pm 

February continues the cycle to qualify to earn the right to represent District 7 at the Summer North 

American Bridge Championships in 2020. The District awards generous stipends to teams to attend in 

Montreal. Red/black points are awarded.     (continued) 

  

 

TRIANGLE BRIDGE CLUB 

  FEBRUARY 2020 NEWS  
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Upcoming Events: 

Don’t forget the Unit 191 Spring Sectional Thursday, March 12th-Sunday, March 15th. All Open games are 

held at Triangle. Saturday’s stratification included Mid-Flight Pairs. 

New Class: Visualization, Thursdays March 3rd & 12th 10am-11:30am 

If you could picture the unseen hands how would your game improve? Learn how to visualize your oppo-

nents’ cards as declarer or defender. Fee is $64 for both sessions and $35 to drop in. Email trianglebridge-

club@gmail.com to register or call/text Chris Moll at 504-495-7485. 

 

Mark your calendars for The Future Life Master Sectional held at Triangle Thursday, April 2 – Sunday, April 

5th. No player may have more than 500 points. 

Please join us for friendly competition at its best. 

 

Chris Moll 

trianglebridgeclub@gmail.com 
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 Happy Valentine’s Day to out Unit 191 members!  If you have ideas or suggestions for 

the Alert, please contact Barbara Martin—Bmartin1@mebtel.net or any board member.  Re-

member to check the website for information regarding our unit —-there’s lots more there 

than just the results of a game. 


