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UPCOMING EVENTS

DSBA PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Souper Sundae
February 2

Unit 190 499’er
February 6

Unit 190 Sectional
February 7 – 9

Unit 141 Sectional - Bala
March 13 – March 15

NABC – Columbus, OH
March 19 – March 29

DELAWARE REGIONAL
March 30 – April 5
ABA Spring National Baltimore
April 2 – April 8

There’s a ton of exciting Bridge opportunities ahead of us this spring!
The traditional Blue Hen Sectional will take place February 7-9 at the
Bridge Studio in Wilmington. There are events for players of all levels and
complimentary lunch each day. You can find the schedule and menus on
our website, www.uinit190.org.
This year, for the first time, there’s a special Blue Hen Sectional Preview
Day on February 6 for Non-Life Maters with less than 500 points only.
Come and enjoy the venue in a relaxed atmosphere before we open the
doors to everyone else! There will be two sessions of 21-24 boards,
starting at 10 am and TBA after a short lunch break. Please register in
advance for this event. Check the flyer in this Dummy or on our website
for more information.
Then from March 30 - April 5 Unit 190 will host the Delaware 2020
Diamond State Regional at a new location: The Double Tree Hotel on
Concord Pike. This regional will feature complimentary lunch between
sessions Tuesday through Sunday; Team events available every day; Gold
Rush (0-750) events every day; Preduplicated Swiss teams Thursday and
Sunday; and a FREE lecture series for I/N players Monday through
Saturday.
Line up your favorite partners and get out to your local bridge club to get
some practice in before these upcoming tournaments!

Why do math teachers
make good dancers?
They have algorithm.
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ACE OF CLUBS and MINI-MCKENNEY WINNERS
(PROVISIONAL)
ACE OF CLUBS

MINI-MCKENNEY

0–5

Pamela Folz

Pamela Folz

5 – 10

John Kinney

Susan Royce

20 – 50

Peter Hartogensis

Peter Hartogensis

50 – 100

Michael Vogel

Sally Humphrey

100 – 200

Debbie Schenkel

Debbie Schenkel

200 – 300

Judith Cronin

Judith Cronin

300 – 500

Karin Schwenk

Karin Schwenk

500 – 1000

Patricia Brown

Kim Holm

1000 - 1500

Kurt Engleman

Kurt Engleman

1500 – 2500

Steve Chen

Trina Williams

2500 – 3500

Mark Henderson

Mark Henderson

3500 – 5000

Bernard Rehberg

Bernard Rehberg

5000 – 7500

Alessandra Graves

Andrew Stayton

7500 – 10000

Randall Berseth

Randall Berseth

10000 +

Rick Rowland

Rick Rowland
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JUNIOR MASTER

REGIONAL MASTER

Mary-Harding L. Cist
Lois B. Grieshober
Beth Kimmey
Andrew Weigel
Barbara K. Weissenberger
Henry M. Weissenberger

Candy Davis
Phyllis A. Lochiatto
Cele Mitchell

CLUB MASTER
John B. Kinney
SECTIONAL MASTER
Tom Bason
Beth Bradley
Ruth M. Wright

NABC MASTER
Marilyn E. Haskins
Cindy Hoadley

LIFE MASTER
Diana R. Erney
Sharron R. Laas
Karin Schwenk
BRONZE LIFE MASTER
Betty Duncan
Tamara C. Miles
Aileen C. Watkins

RUBY LIFE MASTER
Anna Delapo
Dorothy J. Hand

GOLD LIFE MASTER
Paula Varrassi

SAPPHIRE LIFE MASTER
Greg Burch
EMERALD LIFE MASTER
Eliezer N. Solomon

I play bridge to be entertained. If I wanted to be stressed
and abused, I might as well stay home.
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If you have less than 500 points and have not attained Life-Master status, we are holding
a tournament just for you. This as a great opportunity for newer players to get some
tournament experience and win silver points. The tournament will be held Thursday,
February 6 at 10 AM at 1409 Foulkstone Plaza, Wilmington, DE. The cost is $25 dollars for
two sessions and a free lunch of pizza and salad will be provided. If you are an ACBL
member, and have less than 5 points, you get to play for free.
This is a great occasion to test the waters. The tournament will be stratified so that players
are competing for points against their own level. If you are interested, please pre-register
with the names and ACBL numbers of both partners.
Please send this pre-registration to one of the following listed below:
Judy Cronin jac851@aol.com

Brenda Vogel bvogel955@earthlink.net

If you are interested in playing, but can’t find a partner, contact Judy Cronin to help you
find an appropriate partner.

I’ve got a phobia of over-engineered buildings.
It’s a complex complex complex.
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Mark your calendars for the Blue Hen sectional on February 7-9. There is no better way to spend
a winter weekend. The lunches are complimentary and scrumptious and range from hoagies to
Manicotti. Check out Unit 190’s website for details (http://www.bridgewebs.com/unit190acbl/ ).
Importantly, for non-life masters seeking silver points in peer-to-peer competition, the Blue Hen
Sectional is for you. It follows the Thursday 499’er Tourney in Wilmington. Staying put for the
Blue Hen sectional is easy! Provided the numbers are sufficient, there will be a 499er
stratification in the morning and a 199’er stratification in the afternoon. No matter what happens
with the groundhog’s shadow, come on out to a warm and welcoming place in Wilmington!
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DIAMOND STATE REGIONAL MARCH 30 – APRIL 5 2020
UPDATE
The word is out. The buzz is real. The 2020 Diamond State Regional is attracting a crowd! Hotel reservations have exceeded
our contract. For the time being, rooms have been added to our block to insure the bridge rate for new reservations. If you
are planning to attend and need a room, now is the time to insure the low bridge rate.
The Speaker Series is set. We are blessed with an outstanding lineup of the best bridge educators in District 4! Each
presentation will focus on the difference between pairs and team play, and how to adjust your strategy to improve your
results.
Oh, and Rusty will be in the house! Yes, Rusty Krauss of the Krauss Investment Group will be here as a competitor and major
sponsor of the Diamond State Regional. Rusty’s lifelong support of the bridge community is a perfect complement to his
professional expertise as a financial advisor. He counts numerous ACBL members as grateful clients. Rusty will be hosting an
“Open House” hospitality event Wednesday and Thursday evenings immediately following the second session of bridge. It is
not to be missed.
NEW LOCATION, NEW SCHEDULE
Unit 190 is hosting the Diamond State Regional March 30 – April 5, 2020 at a sparkling new venue; The DoubleTree by Hilton
Hotel on Concord Pike, in Wilmington, Delaware. The Doubletree has well-lit, recently redecorated ballrooms, restaurant,
lobby and ample, recently upgraded restroom facilities adjacent to the playing spaces. The hotel is in the process of updating
the guest rooms as well. Parking is plentiful, on-site and complimentary.
We are also excited to be able to provide complimentary between-session meals Tuesday – Sunday. This is a first for the
Diamond State Regional, and made possible, in part by our sponsors The Krauss Investment Group and The Greater
Wilmington Convention and Visitors Bureau along with the cooperative efforts of The Doubletree Hotel.
The committee is equally thrilled about the new event schedule. There are fewer events scheduled resulting in each event
being larger and more balanced competitively. Team events will start every day and end every day, making it easier to form
teams and play when the team desires.
Compete for GOLD POINTS against players at your level:
All players, at all levels will be competing for Gold Points in every event! In the bracketed team events, all teams will be
separated into brackets by total masterpoints, and only compete against teams within their bracket.
Example: Let’s say 32 teams enter Tuesday’s Bracketed Team event. The ideal bracket size is eight teams, so there
would be 4 brackets of 8 teams. The lowest bracket would consist of the 8 teams with the fewest total masterpoints. They
compete over two sessions for 7 rounds against each other. In an eight team bracket, the top three finishers earn GOLD
POINTS. And because a new team event starts every day, with all teams participating, it is likely to be just as competitive and
just as much fun as the day before!
We are eager to help you put your team together:
Our team of partnership specialists led by Karen Pollak is eager to help you assemble a team. Whether looking for a partner,
or a pair or an entire team, they are have the resources to be of assistance. They can be reached as follows:
PARTNERSHIPS: partnerships.delaware2020@gmail.com
Or ACBL partnership desk: https://web3.acbl.org/partnershipdesk/search-events/tournament/2004107
Or District 4 partnership desk: http://www.bridgefinesse.com/PDeskDelaware_2020_Diamond_State_Regional_202.html
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Monday, March 30



2:30 & 7:30 Bracketed Round Robin Teams (2 sessions)
7:30 PM Super Duper Xtra Gold Charity Pairs
Side Game Series (Session 1 of 5)

Tuesday, March 31





10:30 & 3:00 Bracketed Round Robin Teams (2 sessions)
10:30 & 3:00 Stratified A/X/Y Open Pairs
10:30 & 3:00 Gold Rush Pairs (2 sessions, < 750 MP)
7:30 PM Super Duper Xtra Gold Charity Pairs
Side Game Series (Session 2 of 5)

Wednesday, April 1




10:30 & 3:00 Bracketed Round Robin Teams (2 sessions)
10:30 & 3:00 Stratified A/X/Y Open Pairs
0:30 & 3:00 Gold Rush Pairs (2 sessions, < 750 MP)
7:30 PM Super Duper Xtra Gold Charity Pairs
Side Game Series (Session 3 of 5)

Single-session entries to Gold Rush
Pairs & Open Pairs are permitted
Friday, April 3





Saturday, April 4




10:30 & 3:00 Stratified A/X Dupli-Swiss (2 sessions)
10:30 & 3:00 Stratified B/C Dupli-Swiss (2 sessions)
10:30 & 3:00 Gold Rush 3-Strat Dupli-Swiss (2 sessions)
10:30 & 3:00 Stratified A/X/Y Open Pairs
7:30 PM Super Duper Xtra Gold Charity Pairs
Side Game Series (Session 4 of 5)

Complimentary Lunch
Tuesday through Sunday





10:30 & TBA Stratified A/X Dupli-Swiss (2 sessions)
10:30 & TBA Stratified B/C Dupli-Swiss (2 sessions)
10:30 & TBA Gold Rush 3-Strat Dupli-Swiss (2 sessions)

Masterpoint Stratification
(Subject to Directors’ Discretion)
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10:30 & 3:00 Bracketed Round Robin Teams (2 sessions)
10:30 & 3:00 Stratified A/X/Y Open Pairs
10:30 & 3:00 Gold Rush Pairs (2 sessions, < 750 MP)

Sunday, April 5

Thursday, April 2






10:30 & 3:00 Bracketed Round Robin Teams (2 sessions)
10:30 & 3:00 Stratified A/X/Y Open Pairs
10:30 & 3:00 Gold Rush Pairs (2 sessions, < 750 MP)
7:30 PM Super Duper Xtra Gold Charity Pairs
Side Game Series (Session 5 of 5)

Stratification and brackets determined by MP average
No Individual may be above the maximum for an event
Bracketed Round Robin Teams: Top Bracket may be played as
a Swiss ~ Open to all Teams ~ Teams are split into brackets by
MP average and play a Round Robin within their bracket. Gold
points are awarded in each bracket.
Stratified A/X/Y Open Pairs: 3000+, 1500-3000, 0-1500
Gold Rush Events: 500-750, 200-500, 0-200
Super Duper Xtra Gold Charity Pairs
Side Game Series: 3000+, 1500-3000, 0-750
Stratified A/X Stratified Dupli-Swiss: 5000+, 0-5000
Stratified B/C Dupli-Swiss: 1500-3000, 0-1500
Gold Rush3-Strat Dupli-Swiss: 500-750, 200-500, 0-200
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THE BRIDGE STUDIO OF DELAWARE
WILMINGTON, DE

Barbara Rhoades with Beginning Bridge Students

Debbie Schenkel’s Beginning Bridge Students
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Beginner Part II* Winter 2020
Mondays at 9:00 am with Barbara Rhoades
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm with Debbie Schenkel
Agenda
Lesson #

Date

Topic

11

January 20/22

Opening NT & Stayman

12

January 27/29

Opening NT & Transfers

13

February 3/5

Major Suit Responses

14

February 10/12

Minor Suits

15

February 17/19

Strong 2♣

16

February 24/26

Slam Bidding

17

March 2/4

Preemptive Bidding

18

March 9/11

Takeout Doubles

19

March 16/18

Overcalls

20

March 23/25

Review – Overcalling or Doubling

Make-up Date
There will be no book for this course. Instead, you will receive note pages on each topic
along with sample hands or practice exercises. The basic approach is the Standard
American bidding system.
The classes will be held on Monday mornings at 9:00 and Wednesday evenings at 7:00
and will last about 2 – 2 ½ hours. The classes are interchangeable. All classes will be held
at the Bridge Studio, 1401 Foulkstone Plaza. The cost is $135 for the entire series.
The format will be instruction followed by topic specific exercises and boards. Each
board will be reviewed after it is played. We will try to remain flexible and adapt, where
possible, to your interests.
Please register in advance by contacting:
Monday Class – Barbara Rhoades at bmossr@gmail.com
Wednesday Class – Debbie Schenkel at Deborahschenkel@msn.com
*NOTE that these classes are subject to a minimum class size of 16 students.
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Pin Point Bidding
Winter 2020
Wednesdays 9:00 to 12:00
#
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Date
Jan 15
Jan 22
Jan 29
Feb 5
Feb 12
Feb 19
Feb 26
Apr 1

Tom Ciconte

“Preliminary” Agenda
Topic
Reverses and Texas Transfers
Puppet Stayman
Defense against 3-level Pre-empts
Control Bidding for Slams (Italian Style)
Locating NT Stoppers
Splinters
Lebensohl Over Weak 2 bids
Make-up Date
Possible Substitute Topics:
Balancing
Law of Total Tricks

Please NOTE that the topics referenced above are preliminary only. I may
have to adjust as we go along. There will be no book for this course. Instead,
you will receive note pages on each topic along with sample hands or practice
exercises.
The classes will be held on Wednesday mornings at Foulkstone Plaza. The
cost is $15 per class. Classes will begin at 9:00 am and last about 2 – 2 ½ hours.
The format will be a ½ hour lesson on the topics noted above followed by 9
boards. We will go over each board after it is played to highlight bidding, play,
and defensive learning points. One or two boards may be topic specific, the
rest will be random.
As a student, you can play the afternoon game for ½ Price.
To pre-register contact alexiscic@aol.com
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By Pieter Van Bennekom
Despite all of the advance hype on the cataclysmic Y2K events that would befall us, not much actually happened
when that calendar turned to the year 2000. Still, getting to the number 2,000 in anything is a pretty big deal.
Last October, when my partner Christine reached 2,000 Masterpoints, as tracked by the American Contract Bridge
League (ACBL), I was duly impressed. I’m still about 200 points behind Christine, so it’ll take me a year or so to
get to the same level, but since we almost exclusively play with each other, I’ll probably always be about 200
points behind her.
There’s no new rank attached to reaching 2,000 points. We’ve both been Ruby Life Masters since we reached
1,500 points, and we won’t get our Gold Life Master status until we reach 2,500 points, but at least Christine is
more than halfway there now.
There has been a lot of debate within the ACBL recently – as reflected in letters to the editor of the ACBL’s monthly
magazine, the Bulletin – about whether the ACBL’s Masterpoint rating system is a true reflection of player
strength. People have argued for a new system in which your rating can go up or down depending on your most
recent results, since some people seem to have earned thousands of Masterpoints mostly through longevity. The
game of chess, for example, has its Elo rating system in which everybody goes up or down depending on the latest
results. In general, players' ratings go up if they perform better than expected and down if they perform worse
than expected.
Those arguments about attendance points may have some merit, but I know they do not apply to Christine. She
hasn’t earned her points through mere longevity – to the contrary, she is one of the fastest risers on the list, and
if her rating were based on recent results, she would leapfrog over dozens of players ranked ahead of her.
I like playing with Christine because she is a disciplined player and I can trust her bids and her leads. But being
disciplined, in her case, does not mean being timid. Like me, she’s an aggressive bidder, and when we smell a
Slam, we go for it more often than not.
One of the hands on the day she went over, showed Christine’s disciplined approach to bidding and is worthy of
a Bridge Burglar Blog. Our unnamed West opponent will be playing the role of my column’s anti-hero, Flustered
Flo, while Christine will be her nemesis, Smug Sam, with the North hand that became dummy. I’ll be Christine’s
(Sam’s) partner, Shy Shem, and I’ll play the hand as the South Declarer, while Flo is playing with her usual East
partner, Loyal Larry.

EDITOR: ALA HAMILTON-DAY

14

South Dealer; East-West vulnerable
Smug Sam

♠
♥
♦
♣

8653
A9865
K3
92

Flustered Flo

♠QJ
♥4
♦AJ8642
♣ A 10 8 5

The bidding:
South
1♣
3♠

♠
♥
♦
♣
♠
♥
♦
♣

West
2♦
Pass

Loyal Larry

972
J 10 7 3
10 7 5
J76

Shy Shem

A K 10 4
KQ2
Q9
KQ43

North
Double
4♠

East
Pass
All pass

Opening lead: ♥4
pitching losers in your side suit(s), rather than just for drawing trump. But sometimes it’s tough to find that 4-4
fit; people too easily settle for Game in the wrong suit when they have a five-card major.
Flustered Flo, who sat West on the diagrammed hand at a recent club game, unwittingly helped her nemesis,
Smug Sam, find a Game in the right major when she tried to interfere in the auction with her 2♦ overcall.
That enabled Sam and his partner Shy Shem, the South Declarer, to reach 4♠, in which they made an overtrick for
a +450 score. Only a couple of North-South pairs played it in ♠ – most of them wound up in 4♥, in which only 10
tricks can be made for 420 points. That’s why Sam and Shem got a tie for a top board, while Flo and Larry once
again had to settle for a tie for a bottom.
Naturally, Flo led her singleton ♥4, Heart on the opening trick. Dummy played the ♥9, her partner Loyal Larry
inserted the ♥J, and Shem won the trick with his ♥Q. When Shem drew one round of trump with his ♠ A, Flo
dropped the ♠Q, hoping the false-card might lead him to take an ill-advised finesse and let her make her ♠J, but
Shem calmly led the ♠K next, dropping her ♠J.
Shem finished drawing trump with his ♠10, took his ♥K, crossed to dummy’s ♥A and ruffed a ♥ in his hand to
set up dummy’s last good ♥5. Shem next led the ♦Q and when Flo held up her ♦A, he switched to the ♣K. Flo
held up that ♣A too, but when Shem continued with ♦, Flo had to take her ♦A and exit with another ♦ to let Shem
ruff in dummy and collect dummy’s last ♥ for his 11th trick. Flo’s two Aces were the only tricks taken by the defense.
A 4-4 fit in your trump suit is almost always preferable to a 5-3 fit. Your long five-card suit is best used for
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Flo was not pleased to discover that the result on the hand, making 4♠ with an overtrick, had given her and her
poor partner, Loyal Larry, a tie for a bottom score.
“That’s not fair,” she exclaimed during a post-mortem. “There was nothing I could have done to stop you from
making 5♠. I see everyone else was in 4♥ and you can’t make an overtrick in that contract because of the 4-1
trump split. You have to lose a trick in ♥.”
“That’s correct, Flo,” said Sam, smug as always. “Brilliant analysis!”
“So why did you wind up in 4♠, avoiding the ♥ contract with the bad split, when almost everyone else is in
Hearts,” moaned Flo. “Is that just your dumb luck again, giving us another bottom?”
“No luck, Flo,” said Sam. “We always look for a 4-4 trump suit fit, even when we might have another longer suit.
That longer five- or six-card suit is ideal as a side suit for dumping losers.”
“I’m sure a lot of people agree and try to do that, too,” said Flo, “but how come they didn’t find that 4-4 fit on
this hand and you guys did?”
“Actually, Flo,” said Sam, “you helped me do it.”
“How did I do that?” Flo asked indignantly.
“How come you bid 2♦, when you could have just overcalled 1♦?” Sam asked.
“Well,” said Flo. “I thought my doubleton ♠ QJ was useless, so without them I just had 9 points with a six-card ♦
suit, so I thought that would give my partner a better idea of my hand.”
“Be that as it may,” said Sam, “but it gave me the opportunity to use a negative double to show both of my
majors. I didn’t know yet that my partner had a big hand, and I don’t have enough high-card points to go to the
3 level by myself, so I had a perfect chance to double to show I was at least 4-4 in the majors. From there, my
partner made it easy to reach 4♠.”
“So I did it again, giving you a good board?” Flo asked.
“’Fraid so, Flo,” said Sam. “If you overcall 1♦ like most people did, I have to bid 1♥, and if my partner knows that
it’s a five-card suit, he may not look for a ♠ fit and go straight to 4♥.”
“I have to find a way to stop giving you good boards,” said Flo.
“I thought that was your favorite thing to do,” said Sam. “You sure do enough of it.”

Let us remember some friends, from near and far, who made us smile, including:
JOSEPH BROWN

KEN COHEN

WENDY DE CHADAREVIAN

DORIS JACOBS
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By Kim Holm

What an amazing event! I’m speaking of the Dover Bridge Club’s annual Holiday Party hosted by the
incomparable Clare O’Brien. For well over twenty years now, Clare has put on this year-end event for the
Dover area bridge players and this year’s event had to be one of the very best. The lunch at the Modern
Maturity Center was excellent and Clare provided gifts for almost all of the attendees.
The Dover area bridge players are an absolutely wonderful group that truly enjoy the game but, more
importantly, they celebrate the fellowship and relationships of their peers. At their core is Miss Clare with
her commitment to the game and her incredible sense of humor. I look forward to many more of these
events in the coming years. My many thanks to Clare and the Dover Bridge Club!
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Assistant Dan Premo and the
Inestimable Clare O’Brien
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In the World of AI, Bridge is the
Quintessential Human Game
By Christina Van Leeuwen

The Fall North American Bridge Championship (NABC) starts on Thanksgiving Day each year. It’s a tournament that
includes some of the most prestigious bridge events in the world while offering competitions for players of all
experience levels. Yesterday, I sat down at a card table in a hotel ballroom in San Francisco across from my partner,
a distinguished lady who came from Tokyo just for the tournament. Our opponents were already there: two men,
one from Italy and one from Cupertino. As we waited for the game to begin, the conversation turned to artificial
intelligence (AI) and games.
It can be argued that bridge has more in common with chess than it does with other card games. It involves
strategy and logic, and with every card in the deck dealt out on every hand the “pieces” in play are known.
Unsurprisingly, there has been cross over between chess and bridge champions, perhaps most notably Irina
Levitina. Irina was one of the top female chess players in the 1980s, but when she became enamored with the
card game she retired from chess completely to play bridge. While the skills required to excel in both games might
overlap, there is one not so obvious difference between chess and bridge.
Famously in 1997, a computer program called “Deep Blue” beat Russian Grandmaster Garry Kasparov becoming
the first computer to defeat a world champion at chess. In 2016, a program called AlphaGo defeated Lee So-dol
who was then recognized as the best Go player in the world. Go, which was developed in China over 2,500 years
ago, is widely considered to be one of the most complex games in the world. Lee very recently announced his
retirement because the AI was so strong, he did not think a human player could ever beat it. Could a bridge-playing
computer good enough to beat the very best human players really be far behind?
There are seven bridge-playing programs that will compete against one another in the 23 rd World Bridge-Bot
Championship this week, but even the best of these programs have yet to reach the abilities of the world class
human players playing here.
The biggest stumbling block to computer bridge is the human element. It isn’t enough to observe your partner’s
bids and plays, but one must endeavor to understand the reason behind them; or, to put it another way, to
understand not just what your partner thinks but how. The same goes for your opponents; reading more into
their bids and plays than just what meets the eye is as much an art form as a science. This skill is most commonly
referred to among bridge players as “table feel”, and computers simply don’t have it yet.
There’s an old joke that if you ask four different players a question, you’ll get five different opinions. Gray areas
exist in which a bid is neither right nor wrong, but a question of style. An opponent’s slight hesitation might mean
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different things in different contexts, it can be tricky to tell just what made them stop to think at that moment.
This part of the game is influenced by a player’s unique personality, experience, and thought process; and it is
difficult to teach to a computer.
As technology marches forward it seems inevitable that one day AI will be able to beat the best human players,
but that won’t stop bridge from being a quintessentially human game. It’s the people that one meets that makes
playing bridge such a rewarding experience. It is impossible to imagine another situation that would have brought
our foursome together at the same table, much less inspire a meaningful exchange that was as much about
philosophy as technology. That’s the part that will keep bridge players coming back to the table again and again
even if one day a computer can play our game better than we do.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

December 27 – December 31st
Unit 190 Top Masterpoint Winners

1. 19.83 Rick Rowland
2. 16.54 Steven Blomstedt
3. 11.53 Randall Berseth
4. 11.35 Marie Filandro
5. 11.35 Peter Filandro
6. 11.30 Jeff Ruben
7. 9.18 Barbara Rhoades
8. 8.52 Bernard Rehberg
9. 8.48 Fred Gillespie
10. 8.21 Francis Taylor, Jr.

A note from the DUMMY Editor: Look at all of those smiling faces at the Dover Holiday party! What
a fun event and kudos to Miss Clare O’Brien for all of her hard work. A shout out must also go to Kim
Holm for those great pictures. To these pages, I welcome Christina van Leeuwen with an article “In the
World of AI, Bridge is the Quintessential Human Game” and Pieter Van Bennekom with a Bridge Burglar
Blog. I leave for a trip on January 25th, so this issue notes the masterpoint race leaders as of January 6,
2019, but note that some races are extremely close. As always, for kudos and compliments, my email
address is alabridge@gmail.com. For complaints or criticism, please use alabridge@aol.com. Best.
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