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GRAND OLE REGIONAL TOURNAMENT

The Grand Ole Regional Tournament held at the Vanderbilt Bridge Center Oct. 13 - 19
was a resounding success. Not only were many Tennessee cities represented but players
flocked from as far away as Hawaii and

: - British Columbia and WI, AL, NC, ILL, NV,
N MS, AZ, NY, KY, GA, MA, ME, MO, CO,
AR, FL, KS, LA, PA, TX.

Chairs Mickey Wilson and Ann Gibson
spent hours organizing and working to

make the tournament fun and produc-
tive. Lunches were sold daily for a nominal price, ordered by Mickey and organized each day by Tammy Edens.

Marilyn Leathers chaired a Wednesday cocktail event with delicious hors d’oeuvres and plentiful liquid libations.

Many helping hands were involved including,
Linda McDavitt and Conde Devine.

As usual, Joy Conkwright manned the partners
desk and kept an eye on the coffee and Randy

"| less shuttling and non-members who lent a hand
when needed. Richard Chalal did his usual good work behind the scenes.

Thanks to Art Lowen’s contacts and persuasive powers, we were treated to morn-
ing lectures by bridge experts and teachers David Birnbaum, Peter Boyd-Bowman,
Chuck Said, Jerry Helms, and Bryan Howard.
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David Birnbaum, Karen Kendrick and others volunteered to
teach, and other activities such as mini bridge and bridge war

were very popular. A good time was had by all!

As part of our Unit’s initiative to reach out to potential young players, free bridge lessons were
offered for students between the ages of 9-19 on Saturday mornings but has been put on hold
as the Team focuses on Michelle and Randy Held’s programs, using Jumpstart bridge, held in several area middle
schools.



Sapphire Life Master

Betsi Tunnell
David Albrecht
Phillip R Vest
David J Cochener

Gold Life Master
Donna D Holt
Sandy K Gregory

Ruby Life Master
Robert Dietrick

Silver Life Master
Suzanne J Torrence
Anne Slosky

Randall E Held

James A Porter

Barb Daugherty

Ken Svehla

Michael Weinzimer
George H Wilson

Bronze Life Master
Hilary C Hart-Brown

Ed Reagan

Rick Ross

Angie N Sevier

Mary Ruth Smith

Life Master
Hilary C Hart-Brown
Ed Reagan

Bill Booth

Connie Booth

Unit Member Milestones
April - September 2025

Life Master (cont)
Rick Ross

Angie N Sevier

Ann S Gibson

Advanced NABC

Master

Laura J Schachter
Kurt Schneider
Vee Vee Scott
Ann S Gibson
Gale Srulevich
Dixie Boston
Tucker L Dowell
Lake T Eakin

NABC Master
Marilyn Leathers
Henry H Richardson
Linda S Nagle
Donnie Pennington

Regional Master
Aida Costner

Doug Matthews

Helen Ross

Susan Gianikas

Kitty A Murphy

Lynne Teckman
Margaret P Shrewsbury

Sectional Master
Claire Hart
Raymond G Hunter
Don W Marler
Janice Soupise
Roger L Adamson
Beth Singer

Dudley B White
Barbara Roth

Katie G Steele
Robert M Canon
Wanda Harlan
Mark Nosal

Donna L Porter
Anne T Neff

Carter R Todd

Club Master

Karen F Shelton
Paul H Levine
Wes St.John
Amanda M Frye
Dede Saelens
Kenneth Athon
Vincent A Gould
Valerie Mowery
Judy A Murchison
Susan A Brannon
Jennifer Hartland
Cynthia S Yancey
Caye B Davis

Club Master (cont)
Carole A Kergosien
Debra L Nussear

Ella M Redkevitch
Trese Tank

Junior Master

Katherine Berry
Betsy Burrus
Kenneth Nelson
Debra L Nussear
Martha B Phipps
Ed Cooper

Paula Hendrick
Halden Hooper
Warren G Pettit
Jeanette M Slakey
John Abruzzino
Patricia Garman
Joseph McCulloch
Sage A Miller Reese
Dede Priest
Robert Tank
Trese Tank
Steven Lefkovitz
Barbara Rhodes
Thomas H Baird
John Coleman
Jeanne Marchetti
Phate Wirth
Thomas H Baird
John Coleman
Jeanne Marchetti
Phate Wirth

Expert player and popular teacher, Elaine Said, has reached the phenomenal goal of
25,000 master points. Not only is Elaine a conscientious instructor, but has the unique
ability to make her students become her friends as well. Well done, Elaine!

25,000 AND COUNTING




AROUND THE UNIT - GOOD WILL COMMITTEE

= / The venue chosen for the Williamson County Bridge

Club is full of light and very spacious, making it one of

the more attractive and popular meeting places as we |,

% go around the Unit. It’s held at The Church of the Good
Shepherd, 1420 Wilson Pike on Monday, Tuesday and fl«"(,

) Friday mornings, under the management of Sid Stanley, '

i and Director Rees Mitchell. There is lots of assistance

from players setting up and shutting down the game, notably Mark Nosal and on site directors Anne Martin and Ruth

Raines. The Unit is fortunate to have this busy, active Williamson County club.

The GOOD WILL COMMITTEE, headed by Ann Gibson continues to visit all 12 clubs in Unit 179. There has been an in-
crease in Unit bridge players attending unit tournaments and willingness to play outside their club as a product of our
Unit Good Will Committee efforts.

MENTOR - MENTEE

QJ Ruth Raines has done a masterful job of running the Mentor-Mentee games on the first Thurs-
= day at VBC. She will now turn the reins (no pun intended) over to Conde Devine and Laura Lon-

"B ergen, who are looking forward to growing this popular game. It’s worthwhile to our newer play-
ers and fun for the more experienced players who are willing to give their time to their friends
" willing to learn. Please contact Conde at condewd@comcast.net if you are interested.

DISCIPLINARY

Following a review of the role and function of the Unit 179 Disciplinary Committee, and in light of recent changes to the
Code of Disciplinary Regulations (CDR) that clarify the scope and authority of units in disciplinary matters, the Board
has voted to disband the Disciplinary Committee. In it’s place, we are introducing a new position: UNIT 179 DISCIPLI-
NARY RESOURCE PERSON. This role will serve as a point of contact and support for matters related to discipline. With
the consent of the Unit President and the Board, Beth Derrick, the former Disciplinary Committee Chair and a current
board member, was appointed to that role. The position will be appointed by the Unit President and approved by the
Board annually.



FROM THE PRESIDENT

i ahead. As a unit, we have much to be proud of as we head mto the ﬁnal stretch
of 2025. This year has been full of growth, achievements, and moments of con-
nection that have made a lasting impact on our community.

One of the highlights of this year is the tremendous success of our recent Region-
| Tournament. While tournaments across the country are experiencing a decline
n attendance, our Regional Tournament not only met expectations but exceeded
hem. This success is a direct result of the hard work and dedication of our co-
chairs, Ann Gibson and Mickey Wilson, and their entire team. Their tireless
efforts behind the scenes ensured everything ran smoothly, and it truly paid off. A heartfelt thank you to them and to
all the volunteers who helped make the event a success.

We are also incredibly grateful for the many volunteers who give their time and energy throughout the year, helping
to strengthen our unit and support our events. Whether it’s organizing tournaments, coordinating education sessions,
or lending a hand at special events, your contributions do not go unnoticed. Your involvement makes all the differ-
ence, and we couldn’t do it without you.

Looking ahead to 2026, we are excited for what’s to come. Our committees are vital to the continued success of our
unit, and we are always in need of passionate volunteers to help guide our work. If you’re looking for ways to get
more involved next year, | encourage you to explore the various volunteer opportunities available on our unit website.
There are many ways to make an impact, whether it’s through event planning, communication, or other committee
roles.

In the spirit of the season, | want to extend my deepest thanks to each and every one of you for your dedication, your
enthusiasm, and your ongoing support. It is because of you that our unit continues to thrive and grow. As we head

into the new year, I’'m confident that we will accomplish even greater things together.

Stay tuned for our next newsletter, where we will be highlighting some of the incredible achievements our unit has
accomplished in 2025. Until then, | wish you all a joyful holiday season, filled with warmth and happiness.

Thank you again for a fantastic year! We can’t wait to see what 2026 holds.

MEET THE BOARD

Michelle Coop, PhD, is a retired psychologist who specialized in working with children and
families, which makes her the ideal person to co-chair the Education Committee. Much of
Michelle’s time is spent introducing bridge to students at local schools. Michelle loves to
see the students smile as they learn something new in our game. Michelle has a million
dollar smile herself and displays it often!

Meet Board Member Michelle Coop




