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Practice Session for USABC19: Weak Twos and Pre-empts

Welcome!

Here is a description of all the hands that you could play in today’s Practice Session. It includes details like the cards
in each hand, how to evaluate each hand (High Card Points, Shortage Points, shape), the “correct” bidding, and lead.

This week you learned how to handle weak unbalanced hands with long suits.

Don’t feel bad if you bid the hands a bit differently, or ended up in a slightly different contract. Each week there’s
something new, it will take you a while to get the hang of all of it. Hopefully it’s starting to make more sense as the
pieces of the puzzle are starting to fit together you can see the bigger picture. But yes, it’s getting trickier; more
things to remember, more choices to make. More fun to be had, maybe?

We're here to help, share our enthusiasm for this great game. You will make mistakes, but we’re always happy to
explain or answer questions. Remember, you’re playing with people who are just starting out, too. Let’s have fun
together!

-Ed
Advanced topics

Advanced topics are in green. These are included for completeness; you can ignore them for now or dive in if you
want more.

Recap

In previous modules you learned how to open balanced hands with 12+ points, and unbalanced hands with 11+
points. Can you open hands with fewer points than this? You may be able to if you a long suit; welcome to the world
of Weak Twos & Pre-empts.

This Week’s Lessons

In this week’s module, you learned about:

Opening a Weak Two
Responding to a Weak Two
Opening a Pre-empt
Responding to a Pre-empt

Pre-empts are so similar to Weak Twos, I suggest you think of them as Weak Threes & Weak Fours.

For completeness, I've added a short introduction to bidding when the opposition opens with a Weak Two or
Pre-empt.

Weak Twos

Opening a Weak Two - basic rules
A Weak Two is an opening bid (not an overcall) of 2D, 2H or 2S that promises the following:

e A 6-card suit containing at least two Honours (A, K, Q or J)

e 5-10 HCP
e No 4-card major
Although:

e These rules vary depending on your SEAT (see below)

e With a 7-card or longer suit, you probably ought to open a pre-empt (see below)

e With 10 HCP and a second 4-card suit, you can open 1D/H/S under the Rule of 20

e 2Cis not a Weak Two, it's a very strong hand.

A Weak Two is mainly intended to interfere with the opponents’ bidding, to get in the way; you don't really
expect to make the contract. After opening a Weak Two, don't bid again, unless partner encourages you to.
In particular, DO NOT bid again just because an opponent has overcalled.
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Opening a Weak Two - seats

Opening a Weak Two can be a good idea or a bad idea, depending on your seat i.e. how far you are from the Dealer.
Dealer is first seat:

e Infirst seat or second seat: Partner hasn’t had a chance to bid, so don’t obstruct them without good reason.
Stick to the basic rules so you don't pre-empt your partner. In particular, don’t open 2D if you have a 4-card
major, as that you will make it hard to find a major fit - which is your best chance of game; pass!

e |nthird seat: Partner has passed, does not have an opening hand, so you can open a Weak Two with a bit
less; a 5-card suit or less than 5 points or just one Honour in your suit. Your main aim now is to obstruct your
fourth seat opponent, who probably has a good hand.

e Infourth seat: You don’t need to obstruct the opponents’ bidding if they have both passed. If you have a
weak hand, don’t open a Weak Two, pass! If you are fairly strong - with a 6-card suit and 10+ points - open
your suit at the two level rather than the one level. This will help prevent the opponents competing.

So a 2D/H/S bid in the fourth seat isn’t really a Weak Two, it’s an opening hand.

Responding to a Weak Two

Partner has only promised 5-10 points and a 6-card suit, so don’t bid as if they have opened at the one level. In
particular:

e Do not respond with a poor hand to “keep the bidding open”, partner does not want to bid again
e Do not change suit unless you are sure your suit is better than theirs

e If you do change suit, partner may pass; your change of suit is NOT forcing!

e Do not expect partner to have many points outside their suit

With a weak hand and:

e 0-2 cards in partner’s suit, modest points, and no long suit: pass

e 3 cards in partner’s suit: raise to 3D/H/S to obstruct the opponents some more

e 4 cards in partner’s suit: raise to 4D/H/S to obstruct the opponents some more
This is called raising to the level of fit. You don’t need points to raise, just trumps. Why? Because the fewer points you
have, the more points the opponents have — and the more likely they are to make game. Stop them by obstructing or
sacrificing.

If you have a strong hand you can raise partner to game with the expectation of making it. Your opponents don’t
know whether this is the case, or whether you’re just being annoying. Smile sweetly.
With a strong hand:

e And support for partner’s suit, you can raise to game with some expectation of making it!
e And a good 5-card suit, you can bid it at the two level
e And a good 6-card suit, you can bit it at the three level

A change of suit is not forcing, but partner should raise you with 2+ support. If you know you have game,
bid it yourselfl!

The 2NT “Features” convention

The Weak Two opener has described their length but not their strength. They might have 5 points, they might have
10! If you have aspirations for game, you probably want to know a bit more. Bid 2NT and partner will respond:

o With their suit to show 5-7 points
e With another suit to show 8-10 points; the suit contains a feature: an Ace, Kx, or Qxx
e  With 3NT to show 8-10 points and TWO of the top three Honours in their suit

You can then bid the final contract.

Responding to a Weak Two after an intervention

If the opponents have doubled or overcalled your partner’'s Weak Two opening:
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e You can still use the 2NT Features convention
e You can double their overcall for penalties

Pre-empts

Pre-empts are so similar to Weak Twos, I have recycled the Weak Twos description to write this section, to
emphasize the similarities. Save the planet!

Opening a Pre-empt - basic rules

A Pre-empt is an opening bid of 3C, 3D, 3H or 3S that promises the following:

e A 7-card suit containing at least two Honours (A, K, Q or J)
e 6-9 HCP

e No 4-card major

e Approximately 6 tricks

Although:
e These rules vary depending on your SEAT (see below)
e With a poor 7-card suit, consider opening a Weak Two
e With an 8-card or longer suit, you should open 4C, 4D, 4H or 4S
e With 9 HCP and a second 4-card suit, you can open 1C/1D/H/S under the Rule of 20

A Pre-empt is mainly intended to interfere with the opponents’ bidding, to get in the way; you don't really
expect to make the contract. After opening a Pre-empt, don't bid again, unless partner forces you to. In
particular, DO NOT bid again just because an opponent has overcalled.

Opening a Pre-empt - seats

Opening a Pre-empt can be a good idea or a bad idea, depending on your seat i.e. how far you are from the Dealer.
Dealer is first seat:

e Infirst seat or second seat: Partner hasn’t had a chance to bid, so don’t obstruct them without good reason.
Stick to the basic rules so you don't pre-empt your partner. In particular, don’t pre-empt if you have a 4-card
major, as that will make it hard to find a major fit - which is your best chance of game; PASS!

e In third seat: Partner has passed, so you can open a Pre-empt with a 4-card major, as your partner can’t be
strong enough to have game in your major.

e Infourth seat: You don’t need to obstruct the opponents’ bidding if they have both passed. If you have a
weak hand, don’t open pre-empt, PASS.

Responding to a Pre-empt

Partner has only promised 6-9 points and a 7-card suit, so don’t bid as if they have opened at the one level. In
particular:

e Do not respond with a poor hand to “keep the bidding open”, partner does not want to bid again
Do not change suit unless you are sure your suit is better than theirs

If you do change suit, partner may pass; your change of suit is NOT forcing!

e Do not expect partner to have many points outside their suit

With a weak (0-15 point) hand and:

e 0-2 cards in partner’s suit: pass

e 3 cards in partner’s suit: raise to 4C/D/H/S to obstruct the opponents some more

e 4 cards in partner’s suit: raise to 5C/D to obstruct the opponents some more
This is called raising to the level of fit. You don’t need points to raise, just trumps. Why? Because the fewer points you
have, the more points the opponents have — and the more likely they are to make game. Stop them by obstructing or
sacrificing.

If you have a strong hand (16+ points) you can raise partner to game with the expectation of making it, even without
trump support. Your opponents don’t know whether this is the case, or whether you’re just being annoying. Smile
sweetly.
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With a strong (16+ point) hand:

e And 3+ support for partner’s suit, raise to game with some expectation of making it!

e And 2 cards in partner’s suit, and stoppers in the other suits, raise to 3NT. You need 2 cards in their
suit for entries

e And a very good 5-card suit, bid it

e And a good 6+ card suit, bid it

A change of suit is FORCING, partner will raise you with 2+ support or rebid their suit.

If you know you have game, bid it yourself!

Responding to a Pre-empt after an intervention
If the opponents have doubled or overcalled your partner’s pre-empt opening:

e You can double their overcall for penalties

Bidding against Weak Twos and Pre-empts
If your opponents open a Weak Two, you can compete by bidding:

e Overcall in a suit: you need 10-16 HCP and a 6-card suit (or good 5-card suit). With 17+ HCP, double
and then bid your suit over partner’s (forced) response

e Overcall with 2NT: you need 16-19 HCP and a stop in the suit

e Double for take out: you need at least 3 cards in the other three suits, less than 3 cards in the
doubled suit, and 13+ HCP

If your opponents open a pre-emptive 3 or 4, you can compete by bidding:

e Overcall in a suit (3-level): you need 15+ HCP and a 6-card suit (or good 5-card suit)

e Overcall in a suit (4-level or jump): you need 17+ HCP and a good 6-card suit

e Overcall with 3NT: you need 17+ HCP and a stop in the suit

e Double for take out: you need at least 3 cards in the other three suits, less than 3 cards in the
doubled suit, and 13+ HCP
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The Hands

North East South West
3y Pass 4% Pass
Pass Pass

& 75

¥ AT98653

%53

ST
182 & Q96
¥ KQJ v
+A72 # QT986
9643 18752

& AKT43

V742

*K4

s AKQ

East South West North
3% Pass Pass Pass

& K93

¥ QT2

# AT852

Q4
& A742 & 65
W A1I8763 V4
+Q * K64
62  AT98753

& QJTS

¥ K95

41973

& KJ

South West North East
3% Pass 6% Pass
Pass Pass

& AJ8

Y AI73

4+ A9

& AKQ7
& 64 & KT953
¥ KQT64 ¥ 9852
#1653 *
82 & T543

& Q72

v

#KQT8742

196

Board: 1 Dealer: North Lead: ¢T #2785
North has just 5 HCP and 7 Hearts, a little weak for a 3-level pre-
empt in first seat. Naughty!

This 3H pre-empt suggests 7+ Hearts and 6-9 HCP.

South has 17 HCP and 3 small Hearts. Even if they had no HCP, with
3-card support they should raise a 3-level pre-empt to 4 (to extend
the pre-empt). As it is, you've got at least 10 trumps and 23 HCP;
you'll probably make game.

Raising a 3-level pre-empt to 4 promises 3 trumps and 0+ HCP!
The opposition isn’t strong enough to overcall or double for take-out.

Board: 2 Dealer: East Lead: #Q #2689
East has 7 HCP and 7 Clubs, enough for a 3-level pre-empt in first
seat.

This 3C pre-empt suggests 7+ Clubs, 6-9 HCP, and no 4-card Major.

West has 11 HCP with a nice 6-card Heart suit, but that’s not enough
to bid Hearts. They only have 2-card support for Clubs, so can’t raise
to 4C - so they pass.

North and South have 11 points each, so neither is strong enough to
double for take-out (needs 13-15 HCP depending on seat), so they
pass too.

ADDITIONAL (ADVANCED) DISCUSSION

Remember that pre-empts are weak, in effect a sacrifice to stop the
opposition making Game; you aren’t promising 9 tricks, far from it!

Board: 3 Dealer: South Lead: ¥K #3049
South has 8 HCP and 7 Diamonds, enough for a 3-level pre-empt in
first seat.

This 3D pre-empt suggests 7+ Diamonds, 6-9 HCP, and no 4-card
Major.

North has 23 HCP, 2-card support for Diamonds, and (critically) all 4
Aces. They can see 9 trumps and 29+ HCP. Definitely enough for
Game (5D) and probably enough for 6D. There’s no bid they can
make to check, so they bid an optimistic 6D for the slam bonus.

East and West aren’t strong enough to bid over the pre-empt.
ADDITIONAL (ADVANCED) DISCUSSION

North has all four Aces, so knows that whatever the lead, partner
should immediately have control. This helps considerably, as they can
immediately implement whatever strategy suits them best - and
there’s no risk of the opposition leading A and then K for two quick
tricks.
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West North East South

3 3V Pass 4%
Pass Pass Pass

& K9

¥ KQ97653

# AQ

S 72
& 74?2 & QJT8
v ¥IT8
# 796 % KJ752
& AKJT865 &3

& A\653

¥ A42

%843

% Qo4

North East South West
3¢ 3%  Ppass 44

Pass Pass Pass

&7

¥ A8

# KJT9432

% 765
& Q953 & AKIT8
V1742 K
# A8 Q65
2 KT8 e A432

& 642

¥ QT9653

*7

Q19

Board: 4 Dealer: West Lead: %3 #753
West has 8 HCP and 7 Clubs, an ideal 3-level pre-empt in first seat.

This 3C pre-empt suggests 7+ Clubs, 6-9 HCP, and no 4-card Major.

At last! The opposition is strong enough to overcall a pre-empt.
North has 14 HCP, a good 7-card Heart suit, and just 2 Clubs - so is
strong enough to overcall with 3H.

A 3-level overcall of a pre-empt shows 6+ trumps and 11+ HCP, or 5
good trumps and 14+ HCP. It isn't a pre-empt, it's a competitive bid.

East has 8 HCP and just one Club. They can't raise partner to 4C with
just one trump (you need 3+ trumps for that) so they pass.

South has 10 HCP and 3 Hearts, so the partnership has 21+ HCP and
9+ Hearts, or 24+ HCP and 8 Hearts. Encouraged by their two Aces
no doubt, they raise to 4H. The three cards in the opponents’ suit are
a bit worrying.

ADDITIONAL (ADVANCED) DISCUSSION

With long suits like this, you expect to make most of your trumps so
you just need a few top winners (or luck) to make the contract.

Board: 5 Dealer: North Lead: #7 #1429
North has 8 HCP and 7 Diamonds, an ideal 3-level pre-empt in first
seat.

This 3D pre-empt suggests 7+ Diamonds, 6-9 HCP, and no 4-card
Major.

East has 17 HCP and a good 5-card Spade suit - so is strong to
overcall with 3S, although the 3 cards in the opponent’s trump suit
are worrying and the singleton King of Hearts may be worthless.

A 3-level overcall of a pre-empt shows 6+ trumps and 11+ HCP, or
(as in this case) 5 good trumps and 14+ HCP. It isn’t a pre-empt, it’s
a competitive bid.

South has 5 HCP and just one Diamond. They can't raise partner to
4D with just one trump (you need 3+ trumps for that) so they pass.
Their 6-card Heart suit may look tempting, but it isn't worth bidding.

West has 10 HCP and 4 Spades, so the partnership has 21+ HCP and
10+ Spades, or 24+ HCP and 9 Spades. 4S looks promising.

ADDITIONAL (ADVANCED) DISCUSSION

With long suits like this, you expect to make most of your trumps so
you just need a few top winners (or luck) to make the contract.
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East South West North

3% Dbl Pass 4%
Pass Pass Pass

& 084

vQ2

4 A652

%8762
& Q762 & JT5
V5 W AKT9843
#7943 47
& KQT 05

& AK3

W76

% KQJ8

& A143

South West North East
2 Pass 4% Pass
Pass Pass

& AQ

VAT

*87

% AKQT643
&4 & 0872
¥ KQi3 ¥ 9765
# A942 #KJT6
%0872 o)

& KJT653

¥ 342

% Q53

%5

Board: 6 Dealer: East Lead: YA #1927
East has 8 HCP and 7 Hearts, an ideal 3-level pre-empt in first seat.

This 3H pre-empt suggests 7+ Hearts and 6-9 HCP.

South has 18 HCP, a shortage in Hearts, and good support for the
other 3 suits, so doubles the 3H pre-empt for takeout.

A double of 3-level pre-empt shows 15+ HCP and 3-card support for
the other suits. It’s forcing, for takeout (but see Discussion point 1,
below)

North has 6 HCP and two 4-card suits. They're forced to bid by
partner’s double (but see Discussion point 2 below). They bid their
better suit, 4D.

This lowest-level response to a takeout double promises at least 4
Diamonds and 0+ HCP. It also denies a strong holding in the doubled
suit. (If you have a decent suit and 10+ HCP, jump direct to game.)

Mindful that North was forced to bid, South passes their 4D
response; they might only have a total of 18 HCP.

ADDITIONAL (ADVANCED) DISCUSSION

1. You CAN double a pre-empt to announce that you have a very
strong hand rather than for takeout; your rebid shows which is
the case.

2. You CAN pass a takeout double to convert it to a penalty double
but you need a good holding in the doubled suit (at least KTxx).

Board: 7 Dealer: South Lead: ¥K #2911
South has a 6-card Spade suit with two Honours and just 6 HCP;
enough to open a Weak Two in first seat.

This Weak Two opening suggests 6 Spades and 5-10 HCP, and no
(other) 4-card major.

West isn’t strong enough to double for take out, so must pass.

North has just two Spades, but they’re good ones - and 20 HCP!
They can see 8 Spades and 25-30 HCP, so 4S should be an easy
contract.

ADDITIONAL (ADVANCED) DISCUSSION

With North’s hand, I would be tempted to bid a Small Slam. Looking
at the hands, you would make 6S as long as West didn‘t lead #A
followed by another Diamond to partner’s K. Did you bid it - and
get lucky?
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West North East South Board: 8 Dealer: West Lead: ‘I.‘g #2304
- Py West has a 6-card Spade suit with just one Honour and just 7 HCP;
2 Pass 4 Pass not really enough to open a Weak Two in first seat, but they do.

Pass Pass ) .
& This Weak Two opening suggests 6 Spades and 5-10 HCP, and no
'8;33 (other) 4-card major.
$ K764 East has three Spades, so they could raise to 3S based on that alone,
& to extend the pre-empt, but they have 17 HCP. They can see 9
92 Spades and 22-27 HCP, so they’re strong enough to raise to 4S with
& K87642 & A53 a reasonable expectation of making it.
¥ Q72 V¥ AT6 ADDITIONAL (ADVANCED) DISCUSSION
;953 ;AJT Strangely, East’s high point count suggests that raising partner to 4S
Q A654 isn’t a great idea. The opposition can’t have enough points to make
T game, so you don't need to extend the pre-empt. But do you really
¥ K38 have enough points to make 10 tricks? You have four Aces, but not
4Q82 much else, and partner probably hasn’t got many points outside their
& KIT873 suit so those Aces probably won’t help promote extra tricks.
Looking at the cards, you will probably lose just one Spade, one
Heart, and one Diamond, but only because most of the missing
Honours are where you need them to be!
Sometimes you just need some luck.
North East South West Board: 9 Dealer: North Lead: 'Q #2719
2 Pass Pass Pass N_orth' has a 6-card Spade suit with just one Honour but 9 HCR; thg
& A98752 high-ish point count compensates for the single Honour in their suit.
¥542 This Weak Two opening suggests 6 Spades and 5-10 HCP, and no
oA (other) 4-card major.
& 7153 South has three Spades, so they could raise to 3S based on that
alone, to extend the pre-empt, but they have 12 HCP. They can see
il # QIT6 9 Spades and 17-22 HCP. Not enough points to make 4S, but with
¥ K983 v QT most of their points outside Spades, their hand could be quite good
#7964 4873 in defence, so it’s better to pass and see if the opposition bids.
s KT92 2 AQ8
& K43
¥ A76
# KQ52
764
East South West North Board: 10 Dealer: East Lead: ¥2 #2106

East has a 6-card Spade suit with just one Honour (and a ten) but 8

&
2 Pass Pass  Pass HCP; the high-ish point count compensates for the single Honour in

& A194 their suit.

v 973 This Weak Two opening suggests 6 Spades and 5-10 HCP, and no

4+ A92 (other) 4-card major.

S T87 .

West has two Spades, so they can’t raise partner based on that

#Q3 4 KT8762 alone, to extend the pre-empt. They have 13 HCP, so can see 8
¥ A865 VK4 Spades and 18-23 HCP. Not enough points to make 4S, but with
+Q54 *I1T most of their points outside Spades, their hand could be quite good
& KQ62 & 43 in defence, so it's better to pass and see if the opposition bids.

&5

¥QT2

# K8763

 AJO5
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South West North East

2 Pass Pass
Pass 3NT Pass
Pass
& 343
¥ 1942
#1975
& K2
& Q5
¥ KQ63
¥ K8
% T8643
& KJT972
¥3875
4743
A

West North East
2w pL Pass
Pass Pass Pass
& AKI764
¥86
+)
% AJO3
&9
W AT9542
+ Q7
S KT76
& QT2
¥ Q7
¥ AK63
% 854

2NT
Pass

& A6
Y AT
4 AQ62
2 Q1975

South
4d

& 353
¥K3
4798542
& Q2

North East South West

2% Pass 3NT
Pass Pass
& 362
¥3s7
% KJ9743
% Q4
L Jo)
W K932
*T
o KT9875
& K43
¥ AQT65
* AQ

o A62

Pass

& AT975
¥4
#8652
33

Board: 11 Dealer: South Lead: #J #2185
South has a 6-card Spade suit with two Honours (and a ten) and 8
HCP; an ideal Weak Two opening in first seat

This Weak Two opening suggests 6 Spades and 5-10 HCP, and no
(other) 4-card major.

North has three Spades, so should raise partner based on that alone,
to extend the pre-empt. They have just 5 HCP, partner has 5-10, so
their opponents have 25-30 HCP, more than enough for game - time
to extend that pre-empt! But they don’t. Chicken.

East has 17 HCP and a stop in Spades, so they overcall with 2NT.

This 2NT overcall of a Weak Two shows a stop in the Weak Two suit
and 16-19 HCP.

South passes; you don’t compete with a Weak Two!

West has 10 HCP so can see 26-29 HCP and even has a partial stop
in Spades to help partner; 3NT should be easy.

If you look at the hands, they will probably make two Spades, three
Hearts, three Diamonds and three or four Clubs, for 11-12 tricks.

Board: 12 Dealer: West Lead: YK #1370

West has a 6-card Heart suit with one Honour (and a ten) and 9
HCP; the high-ish point count compensates for the missing Heart
Honour.

This Weak Two opening suggests 6 Hearts and 5-10 HCP, and no
(other) 4-card major.

North has an excellent 6-card Spade suit and 14 HCP, so overcalls
with 2S.

This 2-level overcall of a Weak Two promises 10-16 HCP and a 6-
card suit (or good 5-card suit.

South has 3-card support for Spades and 12 HCP, so can see 8-9
Spades and 22-28 HCP. Being rather optimistic, they bid 4S.

ADDITIONAL (ADVANCED) DISCUSSION

I don't like South’s jump to 4S, a Game Invitation of 3S makes more
sense. Partner might only have 10 points! Indeed, if you look at the
hands, the Defence could cash two Hearts before Declarer can throw
their Heart losers onto AK of Diamonds, eventually losing two Club
tricks too, for one down.

Board: 13 Dealer: North Lead: #T #2598
North has a 6-card Diamond suit with two Honours and HCP; an
excellent Weak Two opening.

This Weak Two opening suggests 6 Diamonds and 5-10 HCP, and no
4-card major.

South has 19 HCP, a balanced hand with stops in all the suits, and
two good Diamonds. They can see at least 24-29 HCP and expect
(hope) partner’s long Diamond suit will deliver several tricks, so 3NT
looks easy.

It is!



Bidding Commentary for U3ABC19

U3ABC19 Bidding Commentary v2

East South West North

4%  pass 1 ] Pass
Pass Pass

LY

V187

43932

& QIT43
& ]2 & KQ987654
W AS2 Wo6
% AK5 476
& AK952 &7

& T3

¥ KQT43

% Q874

%86
South West North East
2V 3¢ 4% 5
Pass Pass 5% Dbl
Pass Pass Pass

& AKT4

¥ Q1953

+8

& T64
& Q17 #3852
v V74
# KQ1743 ¥ A962
% K872 2 AQ95

& 063

W AKI862

#7T5

%13

Board: 14 Dealer: East Lead: YK #885

East has 8 Spades and just 5 HCP; one point short of the normal
range for a 4S pre-empt, but still acceptable, especially as the points
are all in the Spade suit, so this hand would be worthless in defence.

The 4S pre-empt suggests 8+ Spades and 6-9 HCP.

West has 19 HCP and 2 Spades, so the partnership has 25+ HCP and
10+ Spades. Is that enough for a slam? East thinks so, and raises to
6S.

Once again, the opposition isn’t strong enough to bid over the pre-
empt.

ADDITIONAL (ADVANCED) DISCUSSION

The 6S bid looks rather optimistic with just 25 HCP, but South has
three Aces so there’s no chance the opposition can cash AK right
away, except in Spades (!). South has five instant winners (A, AK
and AK) so they just need to make seven of East’s eight Spades,
which is highly likely. (You can go down if East is missing two of the
top three honours or forgets to discard the losing Heart before
drawing trumps.)

Board: 15 Dealer: South Lead: #K #2145
South has a good 6-card Heart suit with three Honours and 9 HCP; a
fairly strong Weak Two.

This Weak Two opening suggests 6 Hearts and 5-10 HCP, and no
(other) 4-card major.

West has a good 6-card Diamond suit and 12 HCP, enough to
overcall at the 3 level. Their void in Hearts should be useful, too.

A 3 level suit overcall of a Weak Two promises 10-16 HCP and a 6-
card suit or good 5-card suit.

North has excellent 5-card support for partner’s Hearts, a shortage in
Diamonds, and 9 HCP, so they raise to 4H with a reasonable
expectation of making it.

East has good 4-card support for partner’s Diamonds and 10 HCP.
They have two Heart losers, which is a worry. They can see 20-26
HCP, so probably won’t make 5D, but it’s a good sacrifice if the
opponents can make 4H, will cost less than the game. They bid 5D.

At this stage, I can't tell who’s going to make what from the bidding.
Who's sacrificing, bluffing, or over-optimistic...

North bids 5H and East decides their two Aces MUST be enough to
get the contract down, with partner’s help - and doubles for
penalties.

ADDITIONAL (ADVANCED) DISCUSSION

If you look at the hands, you can see that South will probably lose
two Clubs, one Diamond, and one Spade - for 2 down doubled. Could
be a worthwhile sacrifice if 5D makes - which it should - depending
on Vulnerability.

So now we know!
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West North East South

3% Dbl Pass 4%
Pass Pass Pass

& KQ6

¥ K83

45

& AK976
& 04?2 & 753
LB ¥ QT65
# KQ87432 496
%32 % QT8

& ATS

W A9742

& AT

& 543

North East South West

2V 3%  Pass

Pass Pass Pass
&T6
W AQIT98
41852
&2

& KQ54

W K542

* A6

)54
& J9732
w73
4 Q93
% K83

3NT

& A8

¥e

# KT74

% AQT976

East South West North

INT Pass 3NT
Pass Pass
& ]93
¥ o875
* A7
& QJ93
& K74
¥ Ki3
$T42
& AK54
& QT52
V142
# Q986

262

Pass

& A86
¥ AQ6
# K153
2 T87

Board: 16 Dealer: West Lead: #K #2038
West has 7 HCP and 7 Diamonds, an ideal 3-level pre-empt in first
seat.

This 3D pre-empt suggests 7+ Diamonds and 6-9 HCP.

North has 16 HCP, a shortage in Diamonds, and good support for the
other 3 suits, so doubles the 3D pre-empt for takeout.

A double of 3-level pre-empt shows 15+ HCP and 3-card support for
the other suits. It’s forcing, for takeout (but see Discussion point 1,
for Board 10).

East has 5 HCP and 2 Diamonds, so can’t raise partner (which shows
3 trumps) and passes.

South has 12 HCP and a decent Heart suit. They can see that their
partnership has 8+ Hearts and 27+ HCP, so they go straight to
game, 4H. (If they had bid 3H, North would pass.)

ADDITIONAL (ADVANCED) DISCUSSION

North has a decent 5-card Club suit and enough points to overcall
rather than make the takeout double. They double hoping for a fit in
one of the Majors; partner is unlikely to have many cards in
Diamonds or Clubs, so that seems reasonable.

Board: 17 Dealer: North Lead: ¥Q #1276
North has 8 HCP and 6 good Hearts (with three Honours), an ideal
Weak Two in first seat.

This Weak Two opening suggests 6 Hearts and 5-10 HCP, and no
(other) 4-card major.

East has a good 6-card Club suit and 13 HCP, so overcalls with 2S.

This 2-level overcall of a Weak Two promises 10-16 HCP and a 6-
card suit (or good 5-card suit.

West has 13 HCP, a balanced hand, and a stop in Hearts. They can
see 23-29 HCP and expect East’s Club suit to provide several tricks;
3NT looks easy. Should be a lot easier than 5C!

And it is.

Board: 18 Dealer: East Lead: %2 #2076
East has a balanced hand with 13 HCP, so opens 1NT.

This 1NT opening bids promises a balanced hand with 12-14 HCP.

West has a balanced hand with 14 HCP. With no 4-card major, they
raise to 3NT, as they can see 26-28 HCP, more than enough for 3NT.
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South West North East Board: 19 Dealer: South Lead: .BK #671
7L 4 Dbl 3¢ Pass South has 6 HCP and 6 Hearts (with two Honours), an ideal Weak
b b Two in first seat.
ass ass
- This Weak Two opening suggests 6 Hearts and 5-10 HCP, and no
':;i (other) 4-card major.
46532 West has 16 HCP, a shortage in Hearts, and good support for the
5 A92 other 3 suits, so doubles for take out.
K3 #0986 This double of a Weak Two promises 13 HCP, less than 3 cards in the
¥ s '35 doubled suits, and at least 3 cards in each of the other suits.
Q194 & ATS North has 3-card support for partner’s Hearts, and 12 HCP. They
& KOIT & 7543 don’t have enough points to raise to game, so they raise to 3H, to
Q the level of fit, to extend the pre-empt.
3754 If you look at the cards, 3H ought to make, as the key cards in the
. 8;T632 places you want them!
% 86
West North East South Board: 20 Dealer: West Lead: #6 #H1708
Pass  Pass 2 Dbl East has 6 HCP and 6 Spades, an ideal Weak Two in the third set.
Pass 3¢ Pass 3% This Weak Two opening suggests 6 Spades and 5-10 HCP, and no
Pass  4W Pass 4NT (other) 4-card major
+* v South has 23 HCP and a good 5-card Heart suit. They are far too
Eass E Eass 6 strong to simply overcall with their suit, so they double first.
ass ass ass
a This double of a Weak Two is either a double for take out with 10-16
';(;2 HCP, or a strong overcall (with 17+ HCP) - as here.
$37 North is forced to bid by South’s double, so they bid their longest
& AB432 suit, 3C.
This bid after a take out double by partner promises very little: a 4-
3223 32;3542 card suit and 0 HCP!
4 KT532 4964 South now bids their suit, 3H, showing that is was not a double for
5176 &5 take out, but Double Then Bid.
A Double Then Bid shows a good 5+ suit and 17+ HCP.
¥ KQT96 North can now see 28+ HCP and 8+ Hearts, so is happy to raise to
& KQT9 South is strong enough to use Blackwood, 4NT, to ask for Aces. As
long as partner has one Ace, a small slam is likely as partner has
shown at least 6 HCP and 3 Hearts with their bid.
North’s 5D reply shows a single Ace, so North is happy to bid 6H.
Summary
Commentary Synopsis
U3ABC19
Subject Hand # |Declarer /Defender
Pre-empts
1| N |3H, 6H 2785 Declarer
2 3C 2689 Declarer
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3| S 3D, 6D 3049 Declarer
Pre-empts Defence
4 | W [3C, 3H, 4H 753 Declarer
5| N 3D, 3S, 4S 1429 Declarer
6| E [3H, X, 4D 1927 Declarer
Weak Twos
71 S 25, 4S 2911 Declarer
8| W 25, 4S 2304 Declarer
9| N |25 2719 Declarer
10| E 2S 2106 Declarer
11| S 25, 2NT, 3NT 2185 Declarer
12| W |2H, 2§, 4S 1370 Declarer
Mix
13| N (2D, 3NT 2598 Declarer
14| E {4S, 6S 885 Declarer
15| S |2H, 3D, 4H, 5D, 5H, X 2145 Declarer
16| W | 3D, X, 4H 2038 Declarer
Weak Twos Defence
17| N [2H, 3C, 3NT 1276 Declarer
18| E |INT 3NT 2076 Declarer
19| S 2H, X, 3H 671 Declarer
20| W |2S, X, 3C, 3H, 4H, 4NT, 5D, 6H 1708 Declarer




