U3A Bridge Courses

U3ABC Compendium Ten Bidding Commentary v2

U3ABC Compendium Ten: Commentary

Introduction

This is @ summary of Hands 1-18 from Compendium Ten, complete with Commentary to help explain the
recommended bidding or play. As always, your mileage might vary when you play these hands.

Advanced topics

Advanced topics are in green. These are included for completeness; you can ignore them for now or

dive in if you want more.

The Hands

North East South West
2NT Pass Pass Pass

& K73

¥ AK2

% AJ3

% KQJ5
#7832 & AJ95
¥ Q195 vT17
K74 # Q9852
& A83 94

& Q64

¥ 8643

$76

7762

East South West North

INT Pass Pass Pass

& 76

¥ 08642

# KQIT

& AJ
& 54 & AK3
W AKT7 L o)
4962 # A753
$T654 %9873

& QJT982

¥s3

484

& KQ2

South West North East
1% 14 3% pass
4% Pass Pass Pass

& 375
¥ Q196

Board: 1 Dealer: North #2007
North has 21 HCP and a balanced hand, so opens 2NT.

A 2NT opening shows 20-22 HCP and a balanced hand.

South has just 2 HCP, so knows they do not have enough points for
game (22-24), so passes.

If you look at the hands, you can see they will probably make 7-8
tricks: one or two Spades, two Hearts, one Diamond and three Clubs.
23 HCP is only a little short of the 25 HCP that will usually deliver
3NT, but the missing 2 points can make a big difference, as you have
two less and they have two more!

Board: 2 Dealer: East Lead: #Q #3

East has a balanced hand and 14 HCP. While in principle they could
open 1D and plan to rebid 2C if partner responds, 1NT is a more
descriptive bid, as it gives partner their point count and shape
straight away.

The 1NT opening bid shows 12-14 HCP and a balanced hand.
West has just 7 HCP. With a maximum total point count of 21, they
know there’s no chance of game, and pass.

ADDITIONAL (ADVANCED) DISCUSSION

West has a 4-card Heart suit that they might be tempted to bid, but
they’re not strong enough to bid 2H as that shows 10+ HCP and 4
Hearts.

Board: 3 Dealer: South #376
South has 15 HCP and a good 6-card Heart suit, so they open 1H.

The 1H opening bid shows 4 Hearts and 12-19 HCP (but see the
discussion for Hand 1).

West overcalls with 1S. This one-level overcall shows at least 5
Spades and 8 HCP. We haven’t taught you about overcalls yet,
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¥ KQ9

o AO4
& AKIT2 & 043
¥ 3874 v
%73 4 T8652
o KI7 % QT862

& Q6

W AKJI532

# Al4

& 53
West North East South
INT  Pass 2%  Pass
2% Pass 3NT Pass
Pass Pass

]

¥ KQIT?

4 7984

Q93
& A\G4 & K983
W AS3 Vo4
% Q62 + AK3
& K154 & AT87

& QT752

Wosg2

%375

f62
North East South West
1% Pass 2% Pass
2% Pass 4% Pass
Pass Pass

& A5

¥ QT8653

+Q3

& A86
& K832 & JT97
w742 L
%194 #8762
% Q92 & KIT4

& Q64

¥ KJ19

# AKTS

753

so hopefully YOUR West didn’t.

North has 11 HCP and 4-card support for partner’s Hearts, so jump
raises to 3H. This shows 10-12 points and 4 Hearts.

South can now add 2 points for their Doubletons, playing in Hearts,
making a total point count of 27-29. That’s more than enough for
game, but not enough to consider a slam - so they bid 4H.

Board: 4 Dealer: West Lead: YK #183

West does not have four Hearts or four Spades, so responds 2D to
the Stayman 2C bid. This shows less than four Hearts and less than
four Spades. It doesn’t say anything about Diamonds.

East knows there’s no major fit, but with 14 HCP can count 26-28
HCP, enough to bid 3NT.

Board: 5 Lead: %) #2707

North has 12 HCP and a 6-card major, so opens 1H. This shows 12-
19 HCP and 4 Hearts. They intend to rebid Hearts.

South has 13 HCP so expects to bid to game, but can’t support
partner’s major (yet) with just 3 Hearts. Better to bid their longest
suit — Diamonds - and get partner to describe their hand further.
Bidding a new suit at the 2 level shows 9-15 HCP and 4 cards, and is
forcing for one round.

Dealer: North

North now knows they have a total of at least 21-27 HCP, so game is
possible but by no means certain! They bid 2H, to show 5 Hearts and
a minimal (12-15 point) hand.

South now knows that partner has at least 5 Hearts, so they have an
8-card fit. Even if partner has a 12 point hand, they have a total of
25 HCP, just enough to bid 4H.
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East South West North

Pass 1% Dbl Pass
INT Pass Pass Pass

& Q5

WKT762

453

7642
43 & AJ72
¥ AQ94 ¥s3
# AJ6 % QT94
& QJT9 % 853

& KT986

¥i5

# K872

o AK

Board: 6 Dealer: East Lead: #T 2734
West has 14 HCP, a shortage in the opponents’ suit, and no 5-card
suit - an ideal hand to double for takeout.

This 1-level double promises 12 HCP, a shortage in the doubled suit,
and a tolerance for any of the other three suits; a Takeout Double.
Or it could be a strong hand with a long suit, as here; Double Then
Bid.

This double is forcing.

East has 7 HCP, a balanced hand with a 4-card Diamond suit and a
stop in Spades - so they bid 1NT. 1NT is a better bid than showing a
4-card minor.

This 1NT response promises 6-9 HCP, a stop in the doubled suit, and
no un-bid 4-card major.

West can see 20-23 HCP and knows East has at most 3 Hearts, so
can only pass.

South West North East Board: 7 Dealer: South H1328

1% Pass Pass Dbl

East has 18 HCP, a shortage in the opponents’ suit, and a good 5-card
Heart suit, so they double intending to bid their suit on the second

Pass 1# Pass 2W round; Double Then Bid, to show their strength. They’re much too
Pass 3% Pass 4% strong for a simple overcall.
Pass Pass Pass This 1-level double fourth in hand (after 2 passes) promises just 9 HCP,
T a shortage in the doubled suit, and a tolerance for any of the other
& 7953 three suits; a Takeout Double. Or it could be a strong hand with a long
¥ 962 suit as here - see the Discussion for Board #1.
+ 872 This double is forcing.
% 532 West is forced to bid. They have a balanced hand and 8 HCP, strong
& J742 & AKQ enough to bid 1NT (which promises 6-9 HCP) but they haven't got a
¥ KT5 W AQJI83 stop in the doubled suit, so they bid their longest suit, 1S.
& A64 4 T93 This 1S response promises very little; at least 3 Spades and 0-8 HCP!
& 874 % QT But East had doubled to show strength, so they continue by bidding
& 86 their long suit as planned: 2H.
w74 Phew. This bid by the doubler of their own suit indicates they had
# KQJ5 doubled to show a strong hand (Double Then Bid) and promises 16+
& AKJ96 HCP and a 6-card suit, or 18+ HCP and a 5-card suit, or 19+ HCP with

any shape. East’s hand is in the second category.

West can now see at least a 4-3 fit in Hearts and 16+8 HCP, making
24+ points. So they probably have enough points for game, but in
Hearts or in NT? They don't have four Hearts, but KTx is good support,
so they decide to invite game in Hearts rather than NT.

This 3H Game Invitation promises support for Hearts and around 6
HCP; it asks partner to bid game with more than the minimum 16 HCP.

East has 18 HCP, so is happy to bid game, 4H.
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West North East South
INT Pass 3NT Pass
Pass Pass

& Q87

¥ QIT9

497

& AT72
& AK3 & 542
¥ A732 ¥ K54
4 K52 # AQ43
%643 % KQJ

& 1T96

¥ 36

41786

985

North East South West
Pass 1 2w Pass
2% pPass 4% Pass
Pass Pass

& 54

¥ 1743

+ KQ2

o AJ62
& ATS & Q97632
¥62 vo
+ T984 + A75
& T954 & KQ3

r Y%

¥ AKQTS5

+ 163

& 87

East South West North
1%  Ppass 3l Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass

& 1943

¥ T95

+QT7

% A98
A K76 & AQ5
Y A76 ¥ K84
+94 # A85
& KIT76 & Q543

& T82

¥ Qi32

#KJ632

%2

Board: 8 Dealer: West Lead: ¥Q #99
West has 14 HCP and a balanced hand, so opens 1NT, showing 12-14
HCP and a balanced hand.

East has 15 HCP and a balanced hand. Even if partner has the
minimum 12 HCP for their 1NT opening bid, that adds up to 27 HCP,
so they can bid 3NT with confidence. (3NT will usually make with 25
HCP.)

Board: 9 Dealer: North  #129
South has 14 HCP and a good 6-card Heart suit, so overcalls with 2H.

This 2-level 2H overcall shows 11-15 HCP and a 5-card suit.

North has four Hearts, so they could raise partner’s suit pre-
emptively, but they have 11 HCP plus a Doubleton, so game is
possible.

North’s bid of the opponent’s suit, 2S, is a convention called the
Unassuming Cue Bid (UCB). This UCB promises a fit with partner’s
suit and 10+ HCP.

South can see at least 24 HCP, not quite enough for game, but their
excellent trump suit and trump fit are more than enough for 4H.

Advanced Discussion

If you make an Unassuming Cue Bid, your partner should Alert it to
show it’s not natural - and explain it if an opponent asks them to.

We haven’t taught you the Unassuming Cue Bid yet. Without it, North
just has to hope that partner is strong enough, and bid 4H - partner
is unlikely to raise it to 4H

Board: 10 Dealer: East Lead: #3 #113

East has 15 points and a balanced hand, with one 4-card suit, so
they open that suit (1C) intending to rebid 1NT to show their points
and shape.

West has 11 points, a balanced hand, and excellent 5-card support
for partner’s minor suit. They don’t have stops in the other three
suits, so can’t respond in NT, and don’t have another 4-card suit so
can’'t make a forcing change of suit. They're too strong for a simple
raise to 2C (which shows 6-9 points and four Clubs). So they jump
raise to 3C, showing 10-12 points and 4+ Clubs.

While in general you don’t raise partner’s opening bid if it's a minor,
sometimes that’s the only sensible bid.

South adds the minimum points shown by partner’s to their own
(15+10=25) and that’s enough for 3NT.
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South West North East
1 Dbl Pass 24
Pass 2% Pass 2NT
Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Pass

&4

¥63

498532

& K872
& KQT5 #3863
¥i5 ¥ QT72
+ AKIT4 +Q6
& AQ #1653

& 7972

¥ AK984

$7

& T94

West North East South
14s Pass 1%  Ppass
2NT  Pass 44  Ppass
Pass Pass

& ]

¥I1792

4798732

79
& K6 & AQT542
¥ A85 ¥ Q6
4 AKQ 454
& Q7654 & 832

#9873

¥ K743

+6

& AKJ

Board: 11 Dealer: South Lead: ¥8 2586

West has 21 HCP, a shortage in the opponents’ suit, and a strong 5-
card suit. They're strong enough to double and then bid their suit on
the next round.

This 1-level double promises 12 HCP, a shortage in the doubled suit,
and a tolerance for any of the other three suits; a Takeout Double.
Or it could be a strong hand with a long suit as in this case (Double
Then Bid).

The double is forcing.

East only has 5 HCP but is forced to bid by the takeout double. They
have a balanced hand and a stop in the opponents’ suit, but they're
not quite strong enough to bid 1NT (requires 6-9 HCP). So they bid
their longest suit; they have a choice between Clubs and Hearts.
Normally they would bid the major, but that’s been bid by the
opponents, so they bid Clubs.

This 2C response promises very little; at least 3 Clubs and 0-8 HCP!

Now West responds with their long suit, 2D, showing they had a
strong overcall: either 16+ HCP and a good 6-card suit, or 18+ HCP
and a good 5-card suit.

East can’t support Diamonds with just 2 trumps, but does have a
stop in the opponent suit and 5 HCP, so bids 2NT, showing 6-9 HCP
and a stop; a slight overbid but they know partner has at least 16
HCP.

West can see at least 27 HCP so raises to 3NT. A single stop in the
opponents’ suit might not be enough, but you have to accept some
risks.

Board: 12 Dealer: West Lead: ®*A #2341
West has 18 HCP and a poor 5-card minor in a balanced hand. They
open 1C, planning to rebid 2NT to show their point count and shape.

East has a good 6-card major but and 8 HCP in an unbalanced hand,
so they respond 1S. While the Spade suit is tempting, they aren’t
really strong enough to bid again without a lot of encouragement.

This 1S response shows 4+ Spades, 6+ HCP, and denies a longer
Heart suit, but not much else can be gleaned from the bid at this
time.

West rebids 2NT as planned. This shows a balanced hand with 17-18
HCP and denies 4-card support for Spades.

East can see 25-26 HCP and at least 8 Spades (East must have two,
they're balanced). They can't raise partner’s suit (option 1) but they
can rebid 4S (option 3). (They don't have stops in the unbid suits, so
option 2, 3NT, would be misleading - and risky.)
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North East South West

INT Pass 2% Pass
28 Pass 3NT Pass
44 Pass Pass Pass

& K543

¥ A64

+ Q974

s K6
& QIT &g
¥ KQIT W o532
# 182 # A53
o 054 o+ 18732

& A0762

w37

# KT6

& AQT

East South West North
1% Dbl Pass 2w

Pass 4% Pass Pass
Pass
& 3
¥ 197643
+ AQ7
e Q53
& T75432 & KQ6
v ¥ K8
¥ 153 # KT9842
i T97 o K8
& AJQ
¥ AQ52
*6
o AJ642

Board: 13 Dealer: North Lead: ¥5 #1471
South has 5 Spades and 12 HCP, so they start by bidding 2H, asking
(telling) partner to bid 2S.

North bids 2S as requested, what does South bid next?

They have 13 HCP, and partner has 12-14, so the partnership has
25-27. You need 25 points for 3NT or 4S, but which is the better
contract? South bids 3NT to tell partner:

e I have exactly 5 Spades
e We have enough points for game in NT or Spades
e You decide!

Yes, it's a proper dialogue. North can pass to play in 3NT or bid 4S to
play in 4S. With just two Spades, they’d pass 3NT, as they’ve only
got a 5-2 fit in Spades, not enough. With three Spades, they would
probably bid 4S unless they hate the idea; with four or more Spades,
they would bid 4S.

With four Spades, North is happy to bid 4S, game. (This type of bid
is sometimes called a Correction or Preference Bid.)

Advanced Discussion

If North had three Spades, they might pass 3NT if they had a 4333
hand and no Honours in Spades, but would usually bid 4S. Then
again, some people prefer playing in a suit, some people prefer
playing in No Trumps

Board: 14 Dealer: East #2403

South has 16 HCP, a shortage in the opponents’ suit, and a 5-card
suit. While they could overcall with 2C, there is a much better chance
of game if there’s a fit in Hearts or Spades, so they double for
takeout.

This 1-level double promises 12 HCP, a shortage in the doubled suit,
and a tolerance for any of the other three suits; a Takeout Double.
Or it could be a strong hand with a long suit — see the Discussion for
Board #1.

This double is forcing.

North has 8 HCP, an unbalanced hand with a weak 6-card Heart suit.
They exaggerate their strength slightly (in light of their 6-card suit)
by jumping to 2H.

This jump response promises 9-12 HCP, no stop in the doubled suit,
and at least 3 trumps (although usually 4+).

South can see 25-28 HCP and probably 8+ Hearts, so bids 4H with
reasonable confidence.

Advanced Discussion

South’s Singleton Diamond and finessing chances in the other three
suits enhance their strength considerably (East opened, so is very
likely to hold most of the missing Honours).

North’s gamble on overvaluing their hand should pay off!
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South West North East Board: 15 Dealer: South Lead: #7 #2970
1% Pass 1 Pass South has 19 HCP and two 4-card majors. With two majors of equal
4 Pass Pass Pass length, you open 1H, to make it easy for partner to show a 4-card
& KI1873 Spade suit at the 1-level.
¥ Q52 This bid shows 12-19 HCP and 4 Hearts.
#T43 North has 8 HCP but only 3 Hearts, so can't raise partner’s suit. Their
% Q9 1S bid shows 4 Spades and 6-15 HCP. This bid is forcing for one
&l & A52 round. It doesn’t deny support for Hearts.
¥ 9763 ¥34 South now knows they have at least 25 HCP and 8 Spades between
K62 Q987 them, so bids game (4S) with confidence.
% A8765 7432 Advanced Discussion
# Q796 e . .
¥ AKIT The doubleton K1J is difficult to value. You could value it as 5 points
®AJS (3 for the K, 1 for the J and 1 for the doubleton), but most players
&1 would take at least one point off.
West North East South Board: 16 Dealer: West Lead: %T #2977

West has 12 HCP in a single-suited hand, so they open 1D, planning

L v
! Pass ! Pass to rebid 2D to show their shape and points.

2% Pass 2%  Ppass

2NT Pass 3NT Pass This 1D opening promises four Diamonds and 12-19 points. It denies
Pass Pass a longer major suit, but not much else can be gleaned from the bid
& K843 at this time.
¥ K9 East has 13 HCP and two biddable majors, so they bid their longer
*742 major, 1H, planning to rebid their Spades on the second round.
7982 This 1H response shows 4+ Hearts, 6+ HCP, and denies a longer
& Q7 & ATS52 Spade suit, but not much else can be gleaned from the bid at this
¥4 YAQe32  Ume.
#QIT986 *5 West rebids 2D as planned, showing 6+ Diamonds and 12-15 HCP,
AQ6 & K54 while denying four Hearts or four Spades.
& 196
WT875 East now knows partner has 12-15 HCP and a 6-card Diamond suit
# AK3 and doesn’t have four cards in either major. While they have enough
& 173 points for game in a major or NT, they haven't found a fit.

East decides to bid their second suit, 2S, to show a stop and
encourage partner to bid NT if they have a stop in Clubs. This bid
shows 4+ Spades and 10+ HCP. (This isn‘t one of the Options listed
in the introduction, because it only makes sense when Opener has a
one-suited hand.)

West has a stop in the unbid suit (Clubs) and can see 22+ HCP, so

can bid 2NT as a game invitation.
East can see 12+13 HCP, enough for game, so bids 3NT.

Advanced Discussion

East actually has a weak stop in Clubs (Kxx) so could bid 3NT instead
of 2S, but it’s a bit risky.
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North East South West

1v
4%

& T95
¥ 653
+ K196
& Q97

Pass 2% Pass
Pass Pass Pass

& 743

¥ AKQIT

*A

& A432
& AKQ2
vz
47832
o 1865

& 186

¥ 9342

4 Q754

& KT

East South West North
INT Pass 2NT Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass

& 37

¥ AK]
4 KJIT73
¥ 543

653

¥ 1987

% A6

%1798
& ATO
¥ Q62
# Q985
& AQ2

& KQ142

¥ 543

+42

K76

Board: 17 Dealer: North #14

North has 18 HCP, an unbalanced hand, and a 5-card Heart suit, so
they open 1H.

The 1H opening bid shows 12-19 HCP and 4 Hearts (but see the
Discussion below). Your hand may be balanced or unbalanced. (An
unbalanced hand has a Void or a Singleton or two Doubletons. You
must not open with a NT bid if you have an unbalanced hand!)

South has just 6 HCP but does have 4 of their partner’s suit, Hearts.
If you have 6-9 HCP and 4 of partner’s major suit, you must raise it
- so0 South bids 2H. This simple raise is not forcing. (South can add

an extra point for their Doubleton Clubs if they're playing in Hearts.)

South’s 2H response shows 6-9 HCP and 4 Hearts.

North knows from South’s bid that they have at least 9 Hearts and
24 HCP. That's just a little short of the 25 points you need for game
in a Major, but North can add 2 more points for their Singleton
Diamond, making at least 26 points - so they bid game, 4H.

Advanced Discussion

You shouldn’t open 1H with just 4 Hearts and minimal points,
because you wouldn't have a legal rebid if partner responds. You
need just a bit more to make a legal rebid; if you can’t rebid, you
can’t open 1 of a suit. Pass!

So to open 1H, you really need:

e 12+ HCP and a 5-card Heart suit (and rebid 2H) or...

e 15-19 HCP, a 4-card Heart suit, and a balanced hand (and
rebid NT) or...

e 12+ HCP, a 4-card Heart suit and a second 4-card suit (rebid
the second suit) or...

e A 4441 hand (see the Board 3 discussion)

But for now, let’s keep it simple and say opener’s 1-of-a-suit bid
shows 12-19 HCP and 4 trumps; you’ll know more when they rebid.

Board: 18 Dealer: East Lead: #K #568
East has 14 HCP and a balanced hand, so opens 1NT, showing 12-14
HCP and a balanced hand.

West has 12 HCP and a balanced hand. This isn‘t quite enough to be
sure of making 3NT, as that requires 25 HCP. They bid 2NT to tell
partner they have 11-12 HCP, asking them to bid 3NT if they have
the maximum 14 HCP.

East does have the maximum 14 HCP, so they can happily bid 3NT.



