TRIBESBRIDGE CLUB - 50th ANNIVERSARY: 1971 - 2021
Greetings!

Herewith find attached the analysis of selected hands played last Thursday, 6th May 2021, in the
TribesBridge Club BBO IMPsPairs.

Another set of interesting hands with several declarer play and defensive problems which many
found challenging. Thisweek | have analysed SEVEN hands in varying degrees of detail ranging
from one to nine pages: Board# 1, 3, 4, 8, 10, 22, 23

In total there are 27 pages of analysis/comment.

Board#1 essentially a partscore where declarer can play in either black suit although the 5-4 club
fit is better than the 4-3 spade fit. And if you're on lead against 3NT what card do you lead from
¢ AK10872. Two defenders got it right...but the partner of one subsequently mis-defended

Board#3 A tricky little 4 ¥ with acombined holding of ¥ AKQJv v 10762 and yet a a couple of
declarer's went astray

Board#4 twelve N/S pairs reached 5 ¢ . And there's an unusual defense to hold West to seven
tricks in a spade contract!

Board#8 atruly fascinating hand where only one declarer made nine tricks in a heart partscore
without receiving the benefit of misdefense from the opposition. Super Saintly status to Frank
Davey

Board#10 6 v by N/S can make, yet eight pairs languished in a partscore! The Small Slamis
virtually impossible to bid especially when one opponent opens the bidding and the partner
responds!

Board#22 BRIEF COMMENTS ONLY - just a partscore where East can show 5/4 in the red
suits and land on his feet

Board#23 BRIEF COMMENTS ONLY - A fascinating hand wher N/S can make 64 and E/W
can make 6 v
Enjoy!

Paul J Scannell
13th May 2021



Board 1 o AKJ3

North Deals v J2
None Vul ¢+ Q6
& AQ832
& 1096 N & 752
v 753 W E vy KQ1084
¢ AK10872 ¢ 43
&K S . 5104
4 Q84
vy A96
¢ J95
9765

NS 3a: NS2N; NS3&: EW 1v; EW 1¢ ; Par +140: NS 24 +1

A part-score hand where N/S might end up declaring 3% or 3 4 . Note that only eight tricks
should be availablein NT. Defending 3NT, West will need to duck the first diamond.
Alternatively, if West cashes¢ AK and switchesto a heart then 3NT cannot make and declarer
will need to duck two rounds before winning with ¥ A in South hand. And with that declarer will
also need to duck the first club otherwise East will gain the lead and cash winning hearts! But
declarer dways has 4 spades, 1 heart, 2 clubs and can force adiamond trick. Note that in the
absence of adiamond or heart lead (v K and not 4th best!) declarer can always establish 4 club
winners.

Saintsand Sinners

Five N/S pairs played aNT contract of which only one pair bid the NT game. North opened 1 %,
South bid 1 NT [Note: conventionally this shows 8-10 hcp and 4 clubs and no other four card
suit! Many Souths would bid 1 ¢ with the South hand.] North jumped to 3NT where 24 would
be more descriptive (suggesting at least nine cards in the black suits) ...and forcing for one round.
Against 3NT West led ¢ A which effectively kills his diamond suit unless East started with
three diamonds which is unlikely on the bidding (North would have a singleton!). [Note: a small
diamond lead simply requires partner to have started with two diamonds.] West now found the
switch to a heart and this effectively kills any chance for 3NT. If declarer wins the first or second
heart the defense can cash three hearts when EITHER defender next gainsthe lead. And if
declarer ducks two rounds then the defenders will score at least four tricksin the red suitsand a
club...aslong as East does not discard aclub!] Declarer ducked East'sv Q and East then
reverted to diamonds, West winning with ¢ K and continuing with another heart. to East'sv 10
and declarer's v A. Declarer can now make EIGHT tricks via4 spades, 1 heart, 1 diamond, 2
clubs! BUT, declarer led a club from hand, West playing # K, perforce as dummy's# A won the
trick. Declarer, unaware of the treacherous waters in which she was swimming, next cashed# Q
and continued with athird club to East's & J. East cashed three heart winners to leave declarer
three down! Declarer should have realised that there was only one chance to make 3 NT...that
West held a doubleton # Kx. When that did not transpire declarer should have accepted her fate
and simply cashed her eight tricks and conceded one down instead of finishing at least two down
and that only if hearts broke 4-4! Sinner statusto declarer.
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Saintsand Sinners

At another table North opened 1 #, South bid 1 NT and North bid 2 NT which became the final
contract. West found the killing lead of ¢ 8 and declarer correctly played low from dummy,
winning in hand with ¢ 9 as East followed with ¢ 4. Declarer led aclub, West playing# K,
perforce, as dummy's# A won the trick. Declarer now played a spade to her ¢ Q and continued
with another club, West discarding ¥ 3. Winning with dummy's  Q, declarer, clearly oblivious
to the dangers that lurked, now played another club to East's# J, West discarding ¥ 5. This East
made no mistake and played ¢ 3, partner winning with ¢ K. West now cashed four more
diamond winners to leave declarer atrick short. Saintly status to Colette Mulhern for finding
the right lead and to partner, Liam Hanr atty, for returning the suit at first opportunity. Sinner
status to declarer for not doing what a declarer should do when playing IMPs...MAKE Y OUR
CONTRACT. Asof trick two, declarer can count eight tricks via 4 spades, 1 heart, 1 diamond, 2
clubs. Declarer jeopardised her contract given the threatening diamond lead. Yes, the¢ 8 could
be a 4th best |ead with diamonds breaking 4-4. BUT it could also be a 4th best lead with
diamonds breaking 5-3 or even 6-2. Indeed, when West shows up with a singleton club the latter
two scenarios are more likely. Better not to tempt fate, especialy given the IMPs format.

At one table North opened 1 & and South bid 1 NT. This was Passed Out when North took a
highly pessimistic view of her hand given that South's 1 NT could mask a hand with up to 10
hcp. Top marks to West who found the super lead of ¢ 8 and Absolute Sinner status to declarer
who is GUARANTEED adiamond trick by letting the lead round to her ¢ JO5, but threatened
major disaster by rising with ¢ Q from dummy. If East produces¢ A or ¢ K and returns a
diamond declarer may lose SIX diamond tricks! BUT, dummy's ¢ Q held and declarer played a
spadeto her « Q and led aclub to West's# K and dummy's & A. Declarer cashed # Q and
continued with athird club to East's % J, West discarding two hearts. East won and E/W were
now on the verge of scoring well by holding declarer to seven tricks with West now in a position
to cash FIVE diamond tricks...BUT, East switched to ¥ K. Declarer pounced with her ¥ A and
cashed out for ten tricks. Sinner status to East and Saintly status to West for leading ¢ 8. But,
in order to protect East, West will not be identified and | hope she recognises herself in this
description! Declarer might have been wiser to head for home with eight tricks under the belt!
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Saintsand Sinners

At another table North opened 14 and South bid 1 NT. West would not be silenced and bid 2 ¢
whereupon North closed the auction with 2 NT. West killed his diamond suit when heled ¢ A,
East contributing ¢ 4 as declarer followed with ¢ 5. [Note: the reason | mention the small cards
played by East and South is whether or not West can divine the layout of the diamond suit.
Clearly if East has either a singleton or doubleton diamond then West's suit is dead. And if East
has three diamonds then West needs to cash ¢ K at trick two and East will need to unblock ¢ Jif
he holdsit! So, East's plays of ¢ 4 becomes crucial in terms of West deciding how to continue.
And of course thelogic is quite smple. If East started with asingleton ¢ 4 then West's suit is
dead and it is best to simply cash ¢ K and then find a switch. And if East started with three
diamonds then West isright to continue with ¢ K and East must unblock ¢ Jif holdingit. In
other words, continuing with asmall diamond at trick two isalose-lose play...if East started with
one or two diamonds then West is never scoring his¢ K (or any other diamonds)...Alternatively
if East started with three diamonds, then playing a small diamond at trick two gives declarer an
unnecessary trick with ¢ Q in dummy!] Declarer won the diamond continuation with dummy's

¢+ Q, East following with ¢ 3, and then played a spade to his# Q and continued with & 9, West
following (perforce) with # K as dummy's & A won the trick. Double-dummy it can be seen that
declarer can now score ten tricks via4 spades, 1 heart, 1 diamond, 4 clubs. BUT, declarer
proceeded to cash three more spade winners, discarding ¥ 6 from hand, and then fatally cashed

v A. Declarer next played a club to dummy's# Q and continued with athird club to East's# J.
East then cashed three heart winners to hold declarer to eight tricks! A key play was East's
second diamond...¢ 3. The question that declarer should have asked is what signals E/W were
playing? If East's play of hi-lo (¢ 4 followed by ¢ 3) shows an EVEN number then two scenarios
are possible...East holds 4 diamonds or two diamonds. BUT then declarer should recall the
bidding...West bid 2 ¢ , hence East started with a doubleton. Also, declarer should be keenly
aware that West has NO entry to enjoy his diamonds...declarer holds¥ A and dummy's holds

& AQ. So, after winning with # A declarer should cash # Q, and when West shows out then
declarer can SAFELY continue with asmall club, East winning with  J. East can do no better
than switch to ¥ K and declarer wins and then cashes two more clubs and so scores ten tricks.
Sinner status to declarer and to West, who should either lead a small diamond at trick one or
cash ¢ K at trick two and then switch to a heart.
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At another table South also declared NT. South responded 1 NT to North's opening bid of 1 &.
North raised to 2 NT and all Passed. West cashed ¢ AK and then continued with athird diamond
despite having no outside entry for her established winning diamonds! Indeed once West cashed
either top diamond at trick one, the diamond suit was now dead! Declare won the third diamond
in hand while discarding ¥ 2 from dummy and then led a club, West playing # K, declarer
winning with dummy's % A. Declarer now played a spade to her ¢ Q and continued with & 6,
West discarding ¥ 3 as declarer won with dummy's# Q. Declarer now led & 2, East winning
with & J as declarer UNBLOCKED by playing # 9 from hand as West discarded ¥ 5. East
switched to ¥ K but it was too late...it would have been fine if West had shifted to a heart at trick
three! Declarer won the heart switch with ¥ A in hand and then cashed dummy's4 AKJ, # 83
for ten tricks. Although the unblock of # 9 on the third round of the suit was not necessary it was
nice to see that declarer was aware of the potential blockage! Saintly statusto declarer, Michele
Headlip, for careful play and general awareness. Should West have found the heart switch at
trick two or even trick three? If we accept that South'sinitial 1 NT denies afour card major then
itisvery easy to arrive at the conclusion that East holds at |east five hearts! Also, West should
accept that her diamonds are dead (South cannot have a singleton diamond and not have afour
card major except in the extreme case where South holds 3 spades, 3 hearts, 1 diamond, and 6
clubs! But in that case South will surely support clubs rather than bid 1 NT!) Sinner statusto
West.

At one table West became an unrelenting bidding machine and rebid the same suit THREE times
without any support from partner. North opened 1 # and East made a cheeky overcall of 1 v .
South Passed and West bid 2 ¢ . North mis-represented her hand when she rebid 3# (surely
showing at least asix card suit opposite a Passed partner!). East Passed and West bid 3¢ . North
and East Passed and South cameto life with 4 % ...and West persisted with 4 ¢ . Thisduly failed
by FOUR tricks and should have been Doubled for a penalty of -800 with nothing on for N/S
except a partscore! It is also noted that West refrained from showing her three card support for
partner's five card suit! Sinner statusto West for gross overbidding and failing to show support
for partner's hearts! Also, declarer should have escaped for only three down.
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Saintsand Sinners

At another table North opened 1 %, East Passed (too weak to bid), South bid 1 NT, West bid 2 ¢,
North continued with 34 and West, who should probably have Passed, bid 3 ¥ and got lucky!
That became the final contract and declarer duly failed by two tricks, losing 3 spades, 1 heart, 2
clubs.

At all other tables N/S played a partscore in either clubs or spades. Asthe List of Makeable
Contracts above shows, nine tricks can be made in either denomination... E/W can aways score
1 heart, 2 diamonds, 1 club. However it takes ¥ K lead to hold declarer to nine tricksin aclub
contract. On adiamond lead and continuation declarer will discard the losing heart on the third
round while East ruffs with the defense's sole trump trick... aloser on loser play! BUT, at four
tables declarer could only manage to score eight tricks in a spade contract.

At one table N/Sreached 4 & after North opened 1 &, South bid 1 NT, West bid 24 and North
showed her nine black cards (4 spades and 5+ clubs) by bidding 24 . South should probably have
reverted to clubs but chose to bid 34 which North raised to 4 4 . East led a diamond and West
cashed ¢ AK and continued with athird diamond, East ruffing as declarer discarded her losing
heart from dummy. East should have switched to ¥ K but actually exited on # J, West following
perforce with # K as declarer won with # A. Declarer drew trumps and then played a heart to
dummy's ¥ A and led aclub, rising with # Q when West should out. Declarer continued with a
third club, East winning with & 10 as South carelessly failed to unblock dummy's & 9. East
continued with a heart, declarer ruffing in hand and then playing a fourth club, winning perforce
with dummy's & 9 and then having to concede a heart to East despite declarer holding a winning
club in hand! Careless play by declarer who finished two down. Sinner status to declarer.

At another table N/S reached the dizzy heights of 5# after E/W bid hearts and diamonds. North's
four red cards look like a major weakness and the contract duly failed by onetrick. Sinner status
to North for overbidding and well done to South for recognising that clubs s the better spot
given the 5-4 fit.
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Saintsand Sinners

At three tables N/S played a contract of 24 and all declarers emerged with just eight tricks! First
anote about the bidding...At two tables North opened 1, South bid 1 NT, West bid 2+ and
North bid 24 . North's2 4 isaReverseBid and promises a strong hand with at least 16+ hcp
and is FORCING for one round. South cannot Pass as happened at both of these tables. Sinner
status to both Souths. North could have been holding up to 20/21 hcp and didn't have the shape
to open at the 2 level. Also, North's 24 only promises 4 spade at this point. South should have
reverted to clubs which would also have given North a chance to make another bid. At the third
table South responded 2 &, West bid 2 ¢ and North at thistable also bid 2 4 , a Reverse Bid.
South also passed instead of keeping the bidding open and reverting to clubs.

At one table North declared 2 4 after West overcalled in diamonds. At thistable East led v K,
declarer winning with dummy's ¥ A. Declarer now cashed only two rounds of trumps, winning
the second round with dummy's & Q. Declarer now led aclub, West playing # K, perforce, as
declarer won with # A in hand. Declarer now went astray when she continued with & Q, West
ruffing with ¢ 10. West now cashed two top diamonds and continued with athird diamond, East
ruffing as declarer discarded ¥ Jfrom hand. East now continued with ¥ Q, declarer ruffing and
then playing aclub to East's & J as she carefully unblocked # 9 from dummy. East continued
with another heart, declarer ruffing and cashing two clubs winners to score eight tricks. Note 1:
When declarer winswith & A she can cash athird trump, drawing the defenders trumps and
continue with # Q and athird club to East's# J. The defensecan cash v Q, ¢ AK...but that'sit.
Ninetricksto declarer. Note 2: Asthe play went, after ruffing # K, West can play heart to East's
v Q whereupon East can continue with a diamond, West cashing with ¢ AK and continuing with
athird diamond (East still has atrump!). Now declarer isin areal pickle! If declarer ruffsthe
third diamond and draws East's trump then declarer has no trumps left. When East gains the lead
with & J he/she will be able to cash severa heart winners! So, declarer discards a club as East
scores aruff with# 7. BUT, now E/W have scored 1 heart, 2 diamonds and 1 diamond ruff by
East, and 1 club ruff by West...and East still has the master # J. That would have been asimply
stunning defense...and it was possible! Sinner status to declarer for not cashing athird round of
trumps after winning # A, somewhat ameliorated by her unblocking of & 9!
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Saintsand Sinners

At the second table where South responded 1 NT and West overcalled 2+ , East led adiamond
against North's 24 and scored a diamond ruff at trick three as declarer discarded her losing heart
from hand. East exited on ¥ K, declarer winning in hand. Declarer then did well to play three
rounds of spades ending in dummy! Declarer now led a club, West producing # K, perforce, as
declarer won with # A, cashed # Q, and then conceded a club to East's % J as declarer neglected
to unblock # 9 from dummy. Declarer duly had to concede a heart after being forced to win the
fourth club in dummy with the blocking # 9!!! Careless play. Eight tricks and Sinner status to
declarer.

At the third table, South responded 2 # and then Passed North's24 (Reverse Bid). Eastled ¢ 4
in response to West's2 ¢ overcall. West cashed ¢ AK and continued with athird diamond as
declarer, for some strange reason best known to herself, discarded a club from hand instead of
her losing heart! East duly switched to ¥ K, declarer winning with dummy's ¥ A and then
playing three rounds of trumps ending in dummy with ¢ Q. Declarer now led # 9 (thus
unblocking the suit) beating West's # K with C# A and then cashing # Q and playing athird
clubto East's# J. East then cashed ¥ Q and declarer claimed the rest. Eight tricks, that should
have been nine if declarer had discarded ¥ J on third diamond instead of aclub! Sinner statusto
declarer.



Board 2 o KQ2

East Deals v Q93
N-SVul ¢+ KOS
& J1094
4 864 N 4 10975
vy AK84 W £ v J765
¢ 97532 ¢ AJ4
46 Sl . AK
& AJ3
v 102
¢ 106
& Q87532

EW 2N; EW 2v; EW 3¢ ; NS2&; EW 14 ; Par —120: EW 2N=
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South Deals v AKQJ
E-W Vul + 98
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s 32 wm * 109865
v 943 W v 55
¢ AKJ3 + Q1054
& 1074 SN
s KQ
v 10762
¢ 762
& KQ65

NS4y ; NS2N; NS3&; NS 14 ; EW 1¢ ; Par +420: NS4y =

N/S can make 4 ¥ via4 spades, 4 hearts, and either 2 clubs or 1 diamond ruff in the North hand
and 1 club. Note that if the defense start with three rounds of diamonds then declarer will need to
cash ¢ KQ BEFORE drawing trumps. Declarer can make eleven tricks if E/W don't cash their
diamond winners at the start because declarer can cash# KQ, draw trumps, and then continue
with & AJ, discarding diamonds from the South hand. BUT, declarer would then have to play a
club from the North hand, and if East does not rise with CA then declarer will have to duck a
club from both hands on the second round of the suit, felling East's# A! Declarer will also make
eleven tricks on a club lead and non-diamond switch! Expect most declarers to make ten tricks
with a small number scoring eleven. And maybe even afew going astray and failing to make ten
tricks! And | won't expect all N/S pairs to bid the heart game.

Saints& Sinners

A NT contract was played at two tables. At one table North opened 1, South bid 1 ¥ and North
stretched with arebid of 3 ¥ . South bid 3NT and North Passed. North should probably bid 4 v
although sometimes 3NT is the winning bid. Assuming that South bids lowest ranking suit first
it isnow possible that South does not have four diamonds in which case perhaps4 v isasafer
spot! As can be seen the opponents can cash four diamondsand # A inaNT contract whereas
4v issolid. West led ¢ A and East played what looks like adiscouraging ¢ 4! West switched to
& Jand East rose with # A and cashed ¢ Q and continued with adiamond, leaving declarer a
trick short. West was lucky to find East with & A. E/W should discuss their signaling methods.
Holding ¢ Q1054 when partner leads ¢ A and ssimply to play ¢ 4 leaves questions to be asked.
What would East have played if holding ¢ 9547 Sinner statusto East.

At asecond table North opened 1 4, East bid 14 (wrong...a very poor suit and a very weak hand
...and vulnerable...should have Passed). South Doubled (not sure whether thisis Negative, i.e.
Takeout, or Sputnik!). North re-bid 1 NT. If this promises 15-16/17 then South should rebid
3NT. Asit was South rebid 2 NT which North Passed. East led ¢ 10, dummy's# Q winning
perforce. South has eight tricks on top and with a gaping hole in diamonds should settle for
making his contract which is precisely what he did! Declarer cashed ¢ K and then played a heart
to hand and cashed 2 more spades and 3 more hearts. West did not discard to best effect and
eventually had to concede a ninth trick to dummy's# K. WEST CAN PLACE ¢ AJ, v AKQJ
with declarer so partner has# A and ¢ Q otherwise with 18/17hcp North would have bid 3NT!
West should discard clubs and retain diamonds. Sinner status to West.
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Saints & Sinners

At all other tables N/S played a heart contract with eleven pairs bidding 4 ¥ while the other
seven failed to bid the heart game.

At one table South Passed as dealer and North opened 1 . South responded 1 ¥ ...and North
Passed! Now, whereas 1 ¥ by a Passed hand is not forcing | think that with the North hand |
would certainly bid 2 ¥ . Remember that for his original Pass South could have up to 11hcp, even
apoor 12 hep. Passing 1 v with the North hand is a bit arbitrary. Sinner statusto North.

At one table North opened 1 ¥ (4 card) and South bid 3 ¥ (presumably 10-12hcp) and North
Passed! Sinner status to North who may have been concerned about the minor suits. But then
given that North holds # AJ, ¥ AKQJ, where does she expect partners points to be? Also,
South's 3 ¥ isaminimum of 10hcp. North should bid4 v .

At another table North opened 1 # and South bid 1 ¥ . North rebid 3 v and South passed. Sinner
status to South. North is showing 16-17/18hcp with 4 hearts!

At several other tables N/S failed to reach 4 ¥ when South responded 1 ¥ to North's 1 # opening
bid and then Passed North's 2 v rebid.

Less understandable is where South raised North's 2 ¥ rebid to 3 ¥ and North then Passed.
Sinner status to those Norths!

Two declarers made eleven tricks. At one table, with two BBO Raobots sitting E/W, North opened
14 andrebid 3¥ over South's1 ¥ response. South bid 4 ¥ . West cashed ¢ K and then switched
to % J, East winning with # A. East continued with & 9 and declarer seized his opportunity.
Rising with # K declarer cashed three top hearts and then played ¢ KQ, # Q followed by aclub
ruff which saw declarer then cash ¢ AJdiscarding two losing diamonds from hand. Declarer won
the last trick with ¥ 10 in hand. Eleven tricks to declarer courtesy of a mis-defense by East who
was probably hoping that partner had started with & KJ10(x)...but hardly with ¢ AK aswell!
That doesn't leave much for South's4 ¥ bid! Sinner statusto Robot East!
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At a second table North opened 1 NT (Strong) and declared 4 ¥ after South used Stayman to
unearth the 4-4 heart fit. East led a spade and declarer won with dummy'se K. Declarer next
cashed ¢ Q and then played three rounds of hearts. Declarer now cashed ¢ AJ, discarding two
diamonds from dummy and then led # 2 and East panicked and rose with # A. [Note: Declarer
opened 1 NT and therefore has at |east two clubs in hand and has no way of getting rid of a
second club from his hand. Y es, declarer might guess to play a small club from dummy after
winning the first round with & K. Or declarer might a play a diamond after which E/W can force
declarer to ruff adiamond whilst # A isstill with East. The important thin is that East should
know that by rising with # A and cashing 1 diamond she is handing declarer the remaining
tricks. Sinner status to East. Cashing the second spade honour in dummy BEFORE drawing
trumps was not without a measure of danger. If East has led from a six card suit then West can
ruff the second spade and E/W can then cash ¢ AK and # A to beat the contract by onetrick. In
MPsyes...but in IMPs perhaps it's safer to play for ten tricks. But, at least declarer appreciated
that he needed to unblock the second spade honour from dummy to have a chance of making
eleven tricks. Note that if E/W start with three rounds of diamonds then declarer isforced to ruff
the third round in the North hand and must now cash SKQ BEFORE playing trumps.

At seven tables N/S contracted 4 v and neither declarer nor defense had an opportunity to score
an extratrick. At most tables E/W cashed their three top winners from the start and declarer won
the remainder. At one table West cashed ¢ K and switched to atrump at trick two. Declarer
played safe...drawing trumps and then ultimately conceding another diamond and # A. Yes, she
could have unblocked ¢ KQ BEFORE drawing trumps but there is a slight danger in doing that
asoutlined earlier.

BUT, at onetable declarer did get a chance, a small chance. West cashed ¢ A and switched to

& 2 declarer winning in hand with ¢ K. Rightly or wrongly, declarer played ¢ Q at trick three
and then cashed three top hearts. Declarer can now make eleven tricks by cashings AJ,
discarding two diamonds from hand and then leading a club, winning with # K if East plays low
and then ducking aclub. BUT, declarer discarded adiamond on# A and then discarded a club
on ¢ Jinstead of second diamond! Declarer had to lose a second diamond and a club.
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Saints & Sinners

At two tables N/S contracted 4 ¥ but failed to make ten tricks! At one table North opened 1 &,
South bid 1 ¥ and North jumped to 3¥ . South bid 4 ¥ . West led # 3to declarer's4 Q. At trick
two declarer led # K from hand! [Note: holding a combination of & KQG65 v # 832 it makes
little sense to lead an honour. Declarer should play towards an honour.] East won with & A and
continued with a diamond to West's ¢ J. West then cashed ¢ A and continued with ¢ 2, declarer
winning with ¢ K. Declarer now cashed three rounds of hearts leaving this position: Dummy
now holds. ¢ AJ, v A, & 83 whiledeclarer holds v 10, ¢ 7, # Q65. Declarer now cashed ¢ A,
discarding ¢ 7 from hand and suddenly the contract was destined to fail. Declarer continued with
# Jand discarded # 5 from hand. Declarer played aclub to her # Q and then had to concede a
club to West's# Jfor the setting trick! REPLAY: When declarer cashes# AJall she needsto
doisdiscard # 65 from hand. Declarer can now play a club to her # Q and then ruff ¢ 7 with
dummy's¥ A and lead # 8 and ruff in hand with hv 10. Playing out a few tricks towards the end
of ahand often requires just alittle moment of thought to work out the precise sequence of plays
in your head before actually playing the cards. Sinner statusto declarer.

At the second table North opened 1 NT and became declarer in 4v after South used Stayman.
East led # 10, declarer winning with dummy's 4 Q. Declarer next cashed three top hearts and
then led aclub, East rising with & A. East continued with a diamond, West cashing ¢ AK and
then played athird diamond forcing declarer to ruff with v J, hislast trump. This was now the
position with declarer having lost three tricks: Declarer held 4 AJ7, & 83 while dummy held

& K, v 10, & KQ6. Thisis another situation where declarer should do some careful thinking
before playing a card! Declarer needsto win all fivetricks! Declarer led# 7, dummy's & K
winning the trick and suddenly the contract can no longer be made! Declarer's¢# AJare now
isolated and declarer can now longer get at them! Declarer can cash# KQ, H10 but then hasto
concede aclub to West's# J...one down! REPLAY: When declarer ruffs the third diamond
declarer needs FIVE tricks...not SIX! Declarer can cash# A (swallowing dummy's 4 K) and then
cash # Jon which declarer discards 6 from dummy. Declarer then cashes dummy's# KQ,

v 10 giving declarer ten tricks. Sinner statusto declarer. Declarer is guilty of playing first and
thinking later instead of thinking first and then playing.
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A curiosity! How isit that E/W can be held to seven tricks in a spade contract? South cashes two
top clubs and returns atrump to North's# A. North continues with 2 more club winners as South
discards ¥ QJ, At this stage N/S have already scored five tricks and a sixth is won when South
next ruffs a heart. Declarer ends up with a mere seven tricks!

In practical terms E/W may play a spade contract or N/S may play 5¢ . Again, amassive
example of the Power of Shape. N/S can be held to eleven tricksif E/W cash their two heart
winners. But if aspade isled then N/S can score all thirteen tricks!

Saints& Sinners
A diamond contract was played at sixteen tables with only four N/S pairs failing to bid game.
At the five tables where East was on lead, declarer emerged with all thirteen tricks.

At ten of the eleven tables where West was on lead, declarer scored eleven tricks. At one table
West led ¢ Jand declarer duly scored al thirteen tricks.

At three tables E/W were alowed to play a spade contract. At one table West bid spades three
times, without any support from partner, finally contracting 54 after North made a Takeout
Double and subsequently bid diamonds at the five level. South remained stoically silent after
partner'sinitial Takeout Double and could surely have bid 3¢ over East's2 v . Certainly 54
should have been Doubled which would have resulted in a +800 penalty for N/S, much better
than +600 for 54 ! Sinner statusto N/S.

At another table West opened 44 and North Doubled. This became the final contract and
declarer emerged with eight tricks, thereby conceding -500 to N/S.

At another table West opened 14 and North overcalled 2 ¢ ...East Passed and South Passed
instead of showing support for partner. West rebid 24 and North now bid 3 ¢ ...and again South
remained strangely silent. Sinner status to South.
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N/S can make 2 ¥ but E/W can make nine tricks in adiamond contract. This may turn into a
battle for a partscore. And some E/W pairs may end up in ablack suit contract...with less success
given the poor breaks in both of these suits! Note that declarers playing a heart contract will need
to have listened carefully to the bidding, in particular where East may have opened the bidding
with 1S! Winning with ¢ A declarer will then need to duck a spade at trick two otherwise West
will ruff declarer's# Q! And declarer will need to play on spades, engineering at least one spade
ruff in the North hand. Thus declarer can emerge with 5 hearts, 2 spades and 1 spade ruff...2
spade ruffsif declarer is careful! Alternatively declarer may be able to engineer a club winner...or
two, especially if declarer leads# 8 and West prematurely riseswith # A thereby crashing
partner's K!

If E/'W play a diamond contract then declarer can easily score 5 diamonds, 1 club, and at least 2
spades. If declarer can also score a spade ruff then nine tricks are possible.

Saints & Sinners

At one table East opened 14 and South Passed. West bid 2 % where perhaps 1 NT might be
better advised. North passed and East now bid 2 ¢ . South came to life with 2 ¥ and West made
an unorthodox bid of 24 and North now bid 3 ¥ . East competed with 34 which closed the
auction. [Note: If West Passes instead of bidding 24 then East can bid 3¢ and now E/W will
find their best fit!] 34 finished three down and perhaps E/W were lucky that the contract was
not Doubled! Sinner statusto West.

At two tables West contracted 3% . At one table East erroneously opened 1 ¢ instead of

1 ...(Sinner statusto East)... At both tables West simply bid clubs twice. Both contracts failed
by two tricks and declarer may have been lucky that North did not apply a Penalty Double.
Sinner statusto both E/W pairs.

At eleven tables South declared a heart contract.
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Saints & Sinners

At six other tables E/W played in adiamond contract at the 2, 3 or 4 level. Three emerged
successfully with their contract while three others failed. At one table East reached the dizzy
heights of 4 ¢ after East opened 14 and rebid 3¢ when South overcalled 2 v . South led his
singleton # 8, declarer winning in hand with # K. Declarer played a spade to dummy's# K and
North's4 A. North returned a club and declarer discarded Hv 9 as South ruffed with ¢ 4. South
now cashed ¥ A and continued with ¥ K, declarer ruffing with ¢ 2. Declarer next cashed ¢ AK
and continued with a diamond to dummy's ¢ Q as South discarded ¥ 3, ¥ 4. Declarer now led

& 9 from dummy and discarded # 6 from hand as North won with & 10. North now fell from
grace by continuing with ¢ 7, declarer covering with ¢ 9 as South won with ¢ Q. But declarer's
hand was now high with ¢ J10, ¢ J. Yes, N/S could have squeezed afew more tricks for the
defense, particularly if South retained his hearts and discarded spades. BUT, thereal culprit was
declarer who panicked in the middle of the play and drew three rounds of trumps when dummy's
¢ Q9 could have been used to ruff losing spades! Indeed declarer can score nine tricks without
any assistance from the defenders: ruff a spade with dummy's¢ 3 and then ruff aheart in hand
with ¢ 7. Declarer now leads another spade and ruffs with dummy's ¢ 9, returns to hand by
ruffing aclub with ¢ Jand ruffs another spade with dummy's ¢ Q. Declarer will win two more
trickswith ¢ AK. Sinner statusto declarer.

At another table two BBO Robots bid to 3 ¢ , South having overcaled 2v¥ at SECOND
opportunity after West responded 1 NT and East rebid 24 . South led # 8, declarer winning in
hand with # K. Declarer next played a diamond to dummy's ¢ Q and then cashed # A,
discarding ¥ 9 from hand as South tellingly ruffed with ¢ 10 (no more diamonds?). South now
cashed ¥ A and continued with v K, declarer ruffing with ¢ 7. Declarer now played a spade to
dummy's ¢ K and North's SA. North continued with HQ and declarer ruffed with DK. Declarer
continued with SJ and South erred by covering with SQ..[Note: South knows from the bidding
that North has no spades left and should not cover with # Q leaving North to ruff unless declarer
ruffs with dummy's ¢ 9. If declarer ruffswith ¢ 3 North can overruff and exit on a diamond
leaving dummy with no trumps. When South covered with ¢ Q declarer was able to ruff with

¢ 9 and then continue with adiamond to ¢ AJin hand, drawing the outstanding trumps, and then
cashing ¢ 109 for nine tricks. Sinner statusto South.
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Saints & Sinners

At another table East opened 14, West bid 1 NT and East rebid 2 ¢ which became the final
contract. Sinner status to South who could have ventured 2 ¥ knowing that spades could be
ruffed in the North hand without being overruffed by East! South led ¥ A and then switched to
# 8, declarer winning in hand with # K. Declarer next played atrump to dummy's¢ Q and then
cashed & A, discarding ¥ Jfrom hand as South tellingly ruffed with ¢ 10 (why would South ruff
with ¢ 10 if he had asmaller diamond?). South continued with ¢ 2 to dummy's ¢ K and North's
# A. North now played # 10, declarer ruffing with ¢ J. Declarer continued with ¢ J and South
erred by covering with ¢ Q as declarer ruffed with ¢ 3. Declarer now played dummy's ¢ 9,
overtaking with ¢ A as South committed another error by discarding ¢ 4. Declarer now cashed
¢ K, drawing North's last trump and then played ¢ 1096, the last spade being promoted to
winner status by South's discard of ¢ 4!!l Sinner statusto South for two errors in defense.
Saintly status to Norma O'Connell for awell played hand where declarer emerged with ten
tricks!

At another table East opened 14, West bid 1 NT and East rebid 2 ¢ which became the final
contract. South led # 8 to North's# Q (wrong...should play # 10 or better still...duck), declarer
winning with # K. Declarer played a spade to dummy's# K and North's¢ A. North returned

& 3, declarer discarding HY 9 as South ruffed with ¢ 4. South cashed ¥ A and continued with
v K, declarer ruffing with ¢ 2. Declarer next led # 6 and ruffed with dummy's ¢ 3. Declarer
now has an easy route to nine tricks...cash three top trumps and concede a spade to South's¢ Q
leaving declarer with # J10, D¢ 7. BUT, declarer led dummy's ¥ 8 and ruffed in hand with ¢ 7
and then led ¢ 9, South correctly not covering with ¢ Q, and ruffed with dummy's¢ 9. AND
declarer still has safe route to nine tricks. At this point in the play declarer holds4 J10, ¢ AKJ
and dummy holds ¢ Q, & A975. Declarer simply ruffs a club in hand with ¢ Jand then ruffs a
spade with dummy's ¢ Q. Declarer's¢ AK give declarer atotal of minetricks. BUT, declare led
dummy's ¢ Q and overtook with ¢ A and cashed ¢ K but leaving North with ¢ 8. Declarer
continued with ¢ J, South winning with ¢ Q. South now played ¥ 10 and declarer was forced to
ruff with ¢ Jand then concede the last trick to North's ¢ 8. Nine tricks reduced to eight! Sinner
status to declarer.
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Saints & Sinners

At two other tables East declared 2 ¢ after opening 14 and rebidding 2 ¢ over West's 2 &
response. South led ¥ A and switched to # 8, North rising with # Q when she should have
played low. As soon as dummy hits the table and South plays # 8 North knows that declarer has
asingleton # K...unless South switched to # 8 from & K8! [Count the number of clubs held by
dummy and North!] Declarer won with & K. Declarer played a diamond to dummy's¢ Q and
then cashed # A, South ruffing with ¢ 10. South continued with ¥ K, declarer ruffing with ¢ J
(should ruff with ¢ 7). Declarer next played a spade to dummy's# K and North's A. North
continued with % 6 and declarer ruffed with ¢ A and then led ¢ 9 and judged well to discard
dummy's v 8 (discarding a club is better...the heart can be ruffed in hand with ¢ 7!) when South
failed to cover. Declarer has now amassed five tricks and with# J106, ¢ K7 in hand and ¢ 93,
# 975 in dummy and needing only 3 tricks can ruff a spade with ¢ 9 (safety!), ruff aclub in hand
with ¢ 7, and ¢ K will then produce the eighth trick. BUT, declarer led ¢ J and South erred by
covering. [Note: South knows from the bidding that North has no more spades and can ruff the
spade.] BUT, declarer ruffed with ¢ 3 and North overruffed with ¢ 6. North continued with

# 10 and declarer ruffed with ¢ K while South discarded v 4! [Note: why would South ruff # A
with ¢ 10if sheheld ¢ 1087 Answer: Because she didn't have ¢ 8!] At thispoint declarer,
having won six tricks and needing two more, holds 4 106, D¢ 7 while dummy holds ¢ 9, & 97.
North holds v Q, ¢ 8, # J. Declarer can lead a spade and ruff with dummy's¢ 9 and then lead a
club from dummy and declarer will score her ¢ 7 'en passant', i.e. if North ruffswith ¢ 8 then
declarer discards her spade and winsthe last tricks with ¢ 7. Alternatively, if North follows with
aclub or discards ¥ Q, then declarer ruffswith ¢ 7. Eight tricks to declarer...BUT, declarer led
¢ 7 from hand, dummy's ¢ 9 winning as North followed with ¢ 8. BUT, now declarer had to
lead a club from dummy and North won with # J and then cashed ¥ Q, the setting trick. Sinner
status to declarer who had several opportunities to make her contract.
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Saints & Sinners

At anther table East also declared 2 ¢ after opening 14 and rebidding 24 over West's2 #
response. South led ¥ AK and continued with athird heart to North's v Q, declarer ruffing with
¢ 2. Declarer next led ¢ 3to dummy's# K and North's# A. North switched to ¢ 5, declarer
rising with ¢ A. Declarer then cashed # K, led S& 6 and ruffed with dummy's ¢ 9. Declarer then
led dummy's® A, discarding ¢ 9 from hand as South ruffed with ¢ 10. South continued with a
heart, declarer ruffing with ¢ 7. Declarer with five tricks in the bag, now holds# J10, ¢ KJ
while dummy holds ¢ Q, & 975. The easy route to eight tricksis to ruff a spade with dummy's

¢ Qand declarer's¢ KJprovide the two tricks to make the contract! BUT, declarer led ¢ Jfrom
hand, dummy's ¢ Q winning as South discarded ¥ 10 (should have discarded a small spade).
Declarer was forced to lead a club from dummy, North playing # J as declarer discarded 4 10
from hand. North continued with # Q and declarer discarded # J. Declarer won the last trick
with ¢ K for one down. Sinner statusto declarer who turned eight tricks into seven!

At eleven tables South declared a heart contract. The List of Makeable Contracts shows that N/S
canmake 2 v, i.e. eight tricks. Again, it should be noted that as with a diamond contract, declarer
must utilise the short trumps to secure the tricks necessary to make the contract in the absence of
amis-defense, e.g. E/W crashing club honours with entries in dummy for declarer to cash clubs.

At four tables declarer emerged with nine tricks.

At one table East erroneously opened 1 ¢ instead of 1 4 . South overcalled 1 v. West bid 24 and
North bid 2 v . East now bid 24 and South bid 3v . West led 4 K, dummy's4 A winning the
trick. Declarer cashed ¥ Q and played a second heart to her ¥ K and then led # 8 and West rose
with & A felling partner's % K...and the contract now hangs on West's next play. One card will
defeat the contract...H8 which kills dummy's ¥ 7, the only entry to the winning clubs. Alas, West
switched to adiamond, East cashing ¢ AK and continuing with athird diamond as declarer
ruffed with ¥ 10. Declarer now played ¢ Q and West was finished. She could score ¥ 8 but
dummy's club winners could then be accessed via a spade ruff. Sinner statusto West who could
have ensured atwo trick defeat by playing ¥ 8 after winning # A. Sinner status also to
Declarer.
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Saints & Sinners

At another table East opened 14, South overcalled 2 ¥, West bid 3% and North closed the
auction with 3v . Given the bidding, West found the unusual lead of ¢ 9to East's ¢ K. East
next cashed # K and continued with ¢ A and athird diamond, declarer ruffing with v 3.
Declarer could have played three rounds of trumps ending in dummy and thelead # Q,
eventually discarding three small spades and with 4 A as an entry after West wins# A. IF West
then switchesto ¢ K declarer ishome! BUT, declarer played a heart to dummy's ¥ Q and then
led # Q. East could have gummed up the works by ruffing with ¥ J but actually discarded # 3 as
declarer discarded ¢ 2. Upon winning with & A West now finds himself in an impossible
situation! Anything he doesisin declarer's favour. West exited on # 4 and now declarer was able
to cover with dummy's 6, forcing East to ruff with ¥ Jwhich declarer overruffed with v K.
Declarer now cashed ¥ A10, drawing West's two trumps and then played a spade to dummy's

# A and got the huge bonus of seeing West's# K falling. Declarer then discarded histwo losing
spades on dummy's # J10. Note that if West exited on % 9 or # 7 declarer MIGHT cover with
dummy's# Jor & 10 which East will ruff with HJ, as before, but now declarer will have only
one club winner in dummy. Of course, declarer should play # 6 irrespective of what club West
returns. Sinner status to East for embarking on a defense that established club winners for
declarer while two entries remained in dummy...» Q and ¢ A. Also, East should have ruffed # Q
with ¥ Jwhich leaves partner's# A till intact and declarer with no way to get to dummy and
lead another top club and thereafter get back to dummy to cash any club winners.

At one table East opened 14 and South overcalled 2 ¥ which became the final contract. West
led & K, dummy's4 A winning thetrick. At trick two declarer made the excellent play of leading
dummy's 4 7 and DUCKING when East played ¢ J...Well done to declarer! East now cashed

¢ AK and continued with athird diamond, declarer ruffing in hand with v 3. Declare next led

# 5 and ruffed with dummy's ¥ 5 as West discarded & 5. Declarer continued by leading # 10
from dummy, East winning perforce with # K. East now played ¢ 10 and again declarer played
low from hand as West ruffed with ¥ 8 and declarer overruffed with ¥ Q. Declarer now led
dummy's ¥ 7 and cashed ¥ AK, drawing the defenders remaining trumps and then cashed ¢ Q
and v 104 for awell earned ninetricks. Super Saintly statusto Frank Davey.
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Saints & Sinners

At another table East opened 1 # , South Passed and West bid 2 %. East rebid 2 ¢ and South now
bid 2 v . West competed with 3D and North bid 3H which closed the auction. West led ¢ K and
declarer cashed dummy's ¥ Q and played a second trump to her ¥ K. Declarer now played ¢ Q
and West ruffed with v 8. Declarer can now be defeated if West continues with a diamond to
East's ¢ K who will then play # J. Eventually declarer should lose 2 spades and 1 spade ruff to
West's v 8, 2 diamonds, 1 club leading to a TWO trick defeat. BUT, West made the
DISASTROUS play of cashing # A, felling partner's# K and establishing THREE club winner
in dummy with ¥ 7 asan entry! Sinner status to West...and to declarer who should have played
on spades before drawing trumps. Why West decided to cash # A when partner has bid
diamonds is a complete mystery to me. Note aso that West and dummy account for eleven clubs
making it avery dangerousin particular given the fact that West also knows that partner has no
more hearts!

And so, of the four tables where nine tricks were made only one was a direct result of good
declarer play, Frank Davey. At the other three tables E/W mis-defended and handed declarer a
contract that should have failed. So, the next time that you look at a results sheet and see a series
of identical results just remember that behind each one lies a story!

At six other tables South declared a heart contract N/S and in all cases declarer was unsuccessful.
At one table East opened 1 4, South overcalled 2 ¥ which was followed by two Passes. East then
bid 3¢ and North bid 3 ¥ . West now bid 4 ¢ and South bid 4 ¥ . Overbidding everywhere, in
particular the last two bids! West led ¢ K, declarer winning with dummy's# A. Declarer now
cashed ¥ Q and continued with a heart to her ¥ A and then played # Q which West ruffed. West
now made the calamitous play of cashing# A, crashing partner's# K. E/W cashed two top
diamonds and declarer could claim the rest for one down! There was absolutely no need for West
to cash # A and West should have been aware of the potential danger in doing so when she can
count eleven clubs between her own hand and dummy! Passive defense is often the safest way to
go! Sinner statusto West. And Sinner statusto N/Sfor overbidding.
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Saints & Sinners

At another table South declarer 3 v after East opened 14, South overcalled 2 v, East rebid 3 ¢
and North bid 3v . West led ¢ K, declarer rising with dummy's# A. Declarer then led # 10, East
winning with # K. East now cashed ¢ AK and continued with athird diamond, declarer ruffing
with v 3. Declarer next played a heart to dummy'sv Q and led & J, East discarding a small
spade as West won with # A. West continued with # 7 and declarer mistakenly covered with
dummy's % Q as East ruffed with ¥ J and declarer overruffed with ¥ A. Declarer now cashed

v K and then played # Q, West ruffing with ¥ 8. West was now hamstrung...holding # 954
while dummy held v 7, # 63. If West played # 9 declarer would ruff in hand and then enter
dummy with a spade ruff and cash # 6. And if West led # 5 or & 4 dummy's # 6 would win!
Declarer won the last three tricks but still finished two down! Sinner statusto declarer.

At three tables South declared 3 ¥ but all finished one down. At one table East opened 1 4,
South overcalled 2 v, West bid 34 and North closed the auction with 3v . West led ¢ K,
declarer winning with # A. Declarer now played three rounds of heart ending in dummy with

v Q asEast fatally discarded ¢ 6. Declarer was now able to play on spades and establish hisfifth
spade for one down. If East discards a diamond instead of a spade declarer will finish two down.
With 5/5 in the red suits South would have used a two-suiter overcall to show histwo five card
suits...East can afford to discard a diamond more than a spade! Sinner statusto East.

At a second table West opened with an under-strength 1 &, East responding 1 ¢ . South
overcalled 2 v . West and North Passed and East bid aforcing 3¢ which South and West Passed.
North competed with 3 ¥ and East, who must surely have been wondering about West's opening
bid, now Passed. West led ¢ K, declarer winning with dummy's# A. Declarer now cashed v Q
and played a heart to ¥ K in hand and continued with ¢ Q, West ruffing with v 8. West
continued with ¢ Q and East overtook with ¢ A, cashed # K, and continued with ¢ K and then
¢ J, declarer ruffing with v 4. Declarer now ruffed a spade in dummy and then led # Q,
discarding a losing spade from hand. West won with # A and was forced to return aclub to
dummy's # J as declarer discarded another losing spade from hand! One down. Sinner status to
West for opening with such a poor hand that doesn't even meet the Rule of 19 let alone the Rule
of 20.
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Saints & Sinners

At athird table East opened 14, South overcalled 2 v , West bid 3% and North closed the
auction with 3v . West led # K, declarer winning with # A. Declarer now played three rounds of
hearts ending in hand with v K as East fatally discarded # 6. Declarer now led # 8 and West
(Peggy Fay) earns Saintly status for not rising with # A, East winning with # K. East cashed
three rounds of diamonds, declarer ruffing the third round with v 4. Declarer now led ¢ 4 to
dummy's# 7 and East's# 9. At this point East holds ¢ J10, ¢ 72 while declarer holds ¢ 85,

v 10. East can now garner two of the last four tricks by continuing with a diamond, forcing
declarer to ruff with her last trump. East will then win a spade with # Jand can cash her
remaining diamond to inflict atwo trick defeat on declarer. BUT, East didn't see this defense and
instead continued with # J, declarer winning with 4 Q and continuing with # 5, East winning
with ¢ 10. But when East played a diamond declarer ruffed with ¥ 10 and cashed ¢ 4. Sinner
status to East.

At one table East opened 14 and South bid 2 ¥ and all Passed. West led ¢ K, dummy's& A
winning. Declarer cashed three top hearts ending in hand and then led # 8...and West rose with
& A, crashing partner's# K! (Sinner statusto West) West now led ¢ 3, East rising with ¢ A,
cashing ¢ K and continuing with ¢ J. Declarer haslost three tricks and is still staring at three
spade losers! Look what happensif declarer discards a spade on ¢ J. West wins and now hasto
play aclub and dummy's & QJ10 provide discards for declarer's losing spades. Nine tricks to
declarer. BUT declarer ruffed ¢ Jand duly lost three spades for one down. Sinner status to
declarer. Declarer can count West's hand: 1 spade, 3 hearts, 6 clubs, and therefore 3 diamonds!
All that isrequired is that West started with ¢ Qxx! And if not, nothing lost because declarer still
has two losing spades! Note also that perhaps West should unblock ¢ Q on partner's¢ K
because she can see what will happen if she wins the third diamond!



Board 9 & 76
North Deals v KJ7
E-W Vul ¢ 108652
® Q85
4 Q1032 N & AJ85
v Q943 v = v 862
¢+ A9 ¢+ Q74
& AJ4 Sl . K63
& K94
vy A105
¢ KJ3
& 10972

NS3¢ : NSIN; NS2&: EW 14 Par +110: NS 2¢ +1



Board 10 o AQ1094

East Dedls vy AKJ872
Both Vul ¢ 10
L !
& J852 N & K
vQ W E v 64
¢ J542 s ¢ KQ983
& Q1086 & A9753
& 763
v 10953
¢ A76
& KJ2

NSG6N; NS6v; NS54; EW 3¢ ; EW 2&; Par +1100: EW 7¢ x—4

The Power of Shape makes another appearance! Once South has shown even limited support for
hearts then North's hand is HUGE. Distinguished English bridge international and renowned
bridge teacher, Andrew Robson, uses the phrase 'six/five, come alive' to describe the power and
playing strength of hands that reflect this shape. On alosing trick scale with hearts as trumps the
North equates to afour loser hand...atypical minimum one level opener is usually a seven loser.
[Count one for each A, K or Q missing in athree card suit or longer. Count one for each A or K
missing in atwo card suit and count one for each singleton that isn't an Ace.] Note also that
North's hand improves significantly if West bids 1 4.

Note that E/W can make nine tricks in diamonds but only eight in a club contract...a diamond
ruff by North securing the extra defensive trick. But sacrificing at the five level when vulnerable,
even at vul v vul, can be a dicey game where three down could result in -800.

Saints& Sinners

A heart contract was played at all twenty tables with game being bid at twelve. Sinner statusto
the N/S pair s that failed to reach the heart game. At two tables declarer emerged with all
thirteen tricks. At both of these tables East opened 1 ¢ , West responded 14 and Northbid2 v .
At one table East now Passed and South volunteered 3¥ which Northraisedto 4 v . East led ¢ K
and must have been disappointed when declarer won with ¢ A...but the disappointment would
have surged later in the play when East discovered the full layout of the spade suit! Declarer
cashed ¥ A and then played a second heart to dummy's ¥ 10. Declarer now played a spade to his
# 9and at trick five led # 4 from hand and when East followed low that was the end of the
defense! Declarer rose with dummy's# K, played three more rounds of spades, discarding
dummy's two remaining clubs and duly emerged with thirteen tricks. The contract was never in
doubt and it was simply a case as to whether or not East would score# A. At IMPstheloss of an
overtrick isless significant than at MPs where the loss of an unnecessary trick could be
substantial, e.g. turning an average into a bottom or worse still turning a potential top into a
bottom. BUT in IMPs there are no tops and bottoms. On this hand, making 4 ¥ +3 earned N/S
+5.11 Imps whereas making twelve tricks would have earned N/S +4.26 Imps. BUT, not bidding
the heart game cost N/S-6.00 or -6.58 Imps!!! Saintly status to Sean Glynn for the early play of
aclub before the layout of the spade suit was fully exposed!




Board 10 o AQ1094

East Dedls vy AKJ872
Both Vul ¢ 10
L !
& J852 N & K
vQ W E v 64
¢ J542 s ¢ KQ983
& Q1086 & A9753
& 763
v 10953
¢ A76
& KJ2

NSOH6N; NS6v: NS54: EW 3¢ : EW 2&: Par +1100: EW 7¢ x—4
Saints & Sinners

At the second table East opened 1 ¢ , West responded 14 and North bid 2 v . East rebid 34 and
South bid 3 ¥ and North bid 4 ¥ . Declarer won the4 K |ead with 4 A and cashed ¥ A and
continued with a heart to dummy's ¥ 10 and then finessed # 9. Declarer played another trump to
dummy's ¥ 9 and now finessed ¢ 10 and then cashed ¢ Q4, discarding ¢ 76 from dummy.
Declarer next led # 4 from hand and East erred by playing low...Why? Because this declarer has
exposed 11 cardsin the magjors and if dummy's# K wins then dummy's ¢ A will take care of
declarer's thirteenth card irrespective of whether it is a second club or adiamond! Also, East's
bidding increases the chances of declarer rising with & K rather than finessing # J. Sinner status
to East (although really only avenia sin!) and Sinner status to declarer who should have played
aclub earlier before exposing her hand to East! N.B. If North's thirteenth card is a second club
then West holds five diamonds and would surely have competed after East opened 1 ¢ !

At one table N/S contracted 5 ¥ H when E/W bid to 5. This could have been defeated by
THREE tricks, costing E/W -800 if Doubled by N/S, but ultimately North elected to bid 5 ¥ .
Declarer made twelve tricks when East led ¢ K in response to partner's 14 bid!

At seven other tables where N/S contracted 4 v, all declarers emerged with twelve tricks, though
in different ways! At several tables where West responded 14 , East either led ¢ K or cashed

& A and switched to # K thus making it easy for declarer to avoid a spade loser. No Saints or
Sinnersthere...just an unfortunate lead for the defense.

Sinner statusto one East who led ¢ K, declarer winning with dummy's ¢ A. Declarer cashed two
rounds of trumps ending in dummy and then finessed ¢ 9 into East who won with ¢ K (West had
responded 14 to East'sopening 1 ¢ ). East now played ¢ Q which declarer ruffed in hand.
Declarer returned to dummy via¥ 10, finessed ¢ 10 and cashed ¢ AQ4, discarding® 2, ¢ 7
from dummy. At trick eleven declarer led # 4 and East made a major error when she played low.
Declarer's hand is now an open book... 5 spades, 6 hearts, 1 diamond...and hence only 1 club.
Sinner statusto East. 'Counting counting...all the time!



Board 10 o AQ1094

East Dedls vy AKJ872
Both Vul ¢ 10
L !
& J852 N & K
vQ W E v 64
¢ J542 s ¢ KQ983
& Q1086 & A9753
& 763
v 10953
¢ A76
& KJ2

NSOH6N; NS6v: NS54: EW 3¢ : EW 2&: Par +1100: EW 7¢ x—4
Saints & Sinners

At another table East led ¢ K after West had bid 14 in response to East's opening bid of 1 ¢ .
Declarer won in hand and cashed ¥ A and continued with a heart to dummy's ¥ 10. Declarer
now cashed ¢ A and then ruffed a diamond thereby clarifying the position re the suit for the two
defenders....it's usually better to keep them in the dark! Declarer next led # 4 and rose with
dummy's % K when East played low. [Note: At this point in the play at this table East is unaware
of the spade situation and declarer can only be identified with 1 spade, 6 hearts, 1 diamond, 1
club. Declarer holds four unknown cards which are a combination of hearts and clubs! If declarer
had not played two rounds of diamonds then declarer would have SIX unknown cards reflecting
a combination of spades, diamonds, and clubs which makes it more difficult for the opponents to
defend.] Upon winning with dummy's# K declarer led # 6 and, when West followed with ¢ 5,
decided to ignore West's 1 # S bid and actually rose with ¢ Q. If declarer had finessed ¢ 9, or
even let ¢ 7 run, declarer could have made thirteen tricks by discarding dummy's losing clubs on
long spades. Declar er emerged with twelve tricks and earns Sinner status for her efforts.

At another table North declared 4 v after East opened 14 and West responded 1 4 . East led

& K, declarer winning in hand with # A. Declarer played adiamond to dummy's ¢ A and then
led v 10, West covering perforce with ¥ Q as declarer won with ¥ K and then cashed v A.
[Note: holding ten hearts between two hands and with ¥ AK in the hand with the six card
holding it isasimple case of cashing ¥ A (or ¥ K) to identify if afinesse subsequently needsto
be taken!] Anyway, declarer now committed a faux-pas when she cashed ¢ Q thus unnecessarily
establishing West's# Jasa winner. Sinner status to declarer who emerged with an undeserved
twelve tricks when East failed to rise with # A. Declarer should have won the second heart in
dummy and then finessed & 7 (or ¢ 9).

At another table SOUTH declared 4 ¥ when North made a highly inappropriate Takeout Double
after East opened 14 and West bid 1 4 . North should simply bid 2 ¥ having almost zero support
for clubs! West led # 6, East having bid 2% over North's Takeout Double, East winning with

& A. East switched to ¢ K at trick two and then won atrick with ¢ K when declarer finessed

& QWITHOUT having drawn trumps and with a high possibility that East had a void in spades!
Sinner status to North for her bidding and South for poor declarer play.



Board 10 o AQ1094

East Dedls vy AKJ872
Both Vul ¢ 10
L !
& J852 N & K
vQ W E v 64
¢ J542 s ¢ KQ983
& Q1086 & A9753
& 763
v 10953
¢ A76
& KJ2

NSOH6N; NS6v: NS54: EW 3¢ : EW 2&: Par +1100: EW 7¢ x—4
Saints & Sinners

At one table East Passed as dealer despite holding 5/5 in the minor suitsand 12 hcp albeit 4 K is
asingleton. But two five card suits make this a legitimate opener. Over North's1 v East elected
tobid 2 ¢ (there'sacasefor bidding 2 NT, the Unusual NT showing 5+/5+ in the minors!).
South bid 2 ¥ and West bid 3¢ with North closing the auction with 4 ¥ . [Note: spades not bid
at thistable]. East led ¢ K, declarer winning with dummy's ¢ A and then cashing v AK.
Declarer now led her singleton club and East rose with # A and attempted to cash ¢ Q which
declarer ruffed. Declarer now played atrump to dummy'sv 10, West discarding ¢ 2, and then
finessed 4 Q which lost to East's# K. East continued with a club to dummy's  Jand West's

& Q asdeclarer ruffed with v 7. [Note: If declarer had ruffed instead with ¥ J then declarer
could have put all her eggs in one basket and entered dummy by playign ¥ 7 from hand and
winning with dummy's v 9. Declarer could then finesse ¢ 9, cash ¢ A and claim when West's

» Jfals. BUT, at IMPsthat would be very silly because if the spade finesse loses to East's ¢ J
then E/W could cash diamonds and clubs to defeat the contract!] So, with only one trump left in
her hand declarer took the safe option and cashed ¢ A and continued with ¢ 10, conceding the
trick to West's ¢ J but thus ensuring ten tricks!

At eight other tables N/S contracted a heart part-score and duly made eleven or twelve tricks. At
three of these tables West had responded 14 to East's opening bid of 1 ¢ and declarer duly
received the lead of ¢ K, or aswitch to # K, and yet failed to subsequently finesse 4 10 (or ¢ 9).
Sinner statusto thethreedeclarers.

Sinner status also to the East who opened with abid of 1 # and then bid 3¢ promising a much
stronger hand.

Observation:
It paysto listen to the opponents bidding! In this case when West has responded 14 and East
subsequently leads # K declarer should not lose a spade trick!



Board 11 o AK9853

South Deals vQ
None Vul ¢ A865
£ Q09
s Q6 a4 J10
v KJ94 W v AG653
+ Q943 ¢ 102
& AK6 S, 107543
a 742
v 10872
¢ KJ7
& 182

NS34; EW 2v; NSIN; EW 2&; NS 14 ; Par +140: NS 34 =



Board 12 & J104

West Desls v AKJ875
N-SVul s AK
&3
a2 mm * A 98653
v Q106 W e v —
+ J108753 ¢ 9642
41074 S . KOS5
s KQ7
v 9432
¢ Q
& A9862

NS4N; NS4y ; EW 44 ; N 2%; NS 14 ; S1&; Par +100: EW 5¢ x—1



Board 13 4 AQS8

North Deals vy KQ102
Both Vul ¢ 1096
& K102
& K10 N & J976432
vy AJ94 W £ ¥ 865
¢ 5 ¢ A73
& AJ9863 S .
e 5
v 73
¢ KQJ842
& Q754

NS3N; EW 24 : EW 2v: N 3¢ ; S2¢ : NS 1s;
Par +500: EW 4¥ x—2; EW 44 x—2



Board 14
East Dedls
None Vul

o A2
v A5
¢ A1075
& AK432

EW 7N; EW 7v; EW 7¢ ; EW 448; EW 24 ; Par —1520: EW 7N=

& J764

v Q104

¢+ J6

& 10986
N & 93

W e v KJ9632
= ¢ KQ83
& J

o KQ1085

v 87

¢ 942

& Q75



Board 15 4 Q10965

South Deals vy Q72
N-SVul ¢ AJ9
& J4
s J8 4 AK3
v A965 W v 5843
s K74 + 10853
& AK108 Sl L 653
a 742
vy KJ10
¢ Q62
Q972

NS24; SIN; EW 1v; EW 1¢ ; W 1%; Par +110: NS 24 =



Board 16 o K864

West Deals v Q96
E-W Vul ¢ J63
& KQ3
& 109752 N & AJ3
vy K875 W £ v J4
¢ 4 ¢ AK10985
4952 Sl 4 37
¢ Q
vy A1032
¢ Q72
& AJ1064

NS2v; NSIN; EW 2¢ ; NS2&; EW 14 ; Par +110: NS 2v =



Board 17 & KJ9

North Deals vQ72
None Vul ¢ A98
# 9865
4 Q3 N 4 A1074
v 105 W £ v KJ63
¢ KJ1073 ¢ Q52
& AJ102 S . Q7
4 8652
v A984
¢ 64
& K43

EW 3N; EW 4¢ ; EW 24 ; EW 2v ; EW 3%; Par —400: EW 3N=



Board 18 4 Q8

East Dedls v AQ62
N-SVul + J1076
& AJ5
.72 4 AKJ43
v 37 W v K 1084
¢ K98432 . —
& K63 Sl . Q087
4 10965
v 953
+ AQS
#1042

EW 24 ; EW 1IN; EW 2&; EW 1v; EW 1¢ ; Par —110: EW 14 +1



Board 19 & 106543

South Deals v Q842
E-W Vul + 1083
P
s AK m * Q8
v J965 W v K7
¢+ AKQO ¢ 3742
& 1084 Sl . K9762
s J972
v A103
+ 65
& AQ53

NS 24 ; E3¢; EW 3%; EW IN; W 2¢ ; Par —100: NS 34 x—]



Board 20 & 986

West Deals v QJ2
Both VVul ¢ K2
& J10964
4 AJ102 N &4 K54
v K10854 (NN v A7
¢ J98 ¢ 7543
a2 S . AQ85
e Q73
¥ 963
¢+ AQ106
& K73

EW 44 ; EW 3v; EW 1IN; EW 2¢ ; EW 1&; Par —620: EW 44 =



Board 21 & A10

North Deals v 872
N-Svul ¢ KJ73
& K982
4 653 N & KQ9742
v K1095 W e v QJ
¢ AQ2 = ¢ 986
& AJ6 & 53
& J8
vy A643
¢ 1054
& Q1074

Wie E36: W2N;W2v: EIN; E1v:; W 1¢ ; NS 1%
Par —420: W 44 =



Board 22 4 Q10875

East Dedls v J1073
E-W Vul ¢ A
& KQ6
& 96 N & A32
v 6 W E vy AKQ42
¢ Q985 s ¢ J1072
& A75432 & 10
& KJ4
v 985
¢ K643
& J98

EW 4¢ ; EW 2v; EW 2&; EW 14 ; Par —130: EW 2¢ +2

NO TIME TO ANALYSE IN DEPTH

Two E/W pairs played thishand in 1 NT both finishing two down whereas FIVE other pairs
played in adiamond contract, all making ten tricks! And one East played in 2v -1. If N/S don't
bid then bidding shouldgo 1¥ (E) - 1NT (W) - 2¢ (E) - Pass.

At eleven tables N/S declared a spade contract with only two declarers being successful eachin a
contract of 2.



Board 23 & A9852

South Dedls v —
Both Vul ¢+ 5
& KQJ9843
«Q N o —
v AK98653 W £ v J1042
¢ Q73 s ¢ AK8642
& 102 & 765
o KJ107643
v Q7
¢ J109
& A

NS 64 ; EW 6v; NS5%; EW 4¢ ; Par +200: EW 7v x—1
NO TIME TO ANALYSE IN DEPTH
What a hand...Sorry | didn't have time to look at it in depth in term of bidding at all tables.

64 canbemadeby N/Sand 6 v by E/W

The hand was played in spades at al twenty tables. Nine N/S pairs reached 64 . The key to
bidding it, other than '‘gashing’, is for North to show controlsin the two red suits... void in hearts
and singleton diamond. Not easy to show both! Note that regular or even Keycard Blackwood
or Gerber are relatively useless as 2 missing aces can be quickly identified! But cas can be seen,
that doesn't mean that the slam cannot be made!

Notethat 7 ¥ isasuper save. Interesting that although E/W have two losing clubs the blockage
in the suit means that N/S can't cash the two club tricks!

Note also that if North, defending 7 v, leads any card other than a club, then 7 ¥ will make!



Board 24 o AJ103

West Deals v J5
None Vul ¢ AB84
& Q873
4 KQ62 N 4 9875
v Q642 W E v A1087
¢ KQJ ¢ 1062
& A5 S . 0
& 4
vy K93
¢ 9753
& K10964

NS3#; NSIN; NS2¢ ; EW 14 ; EW 1v; Par +110: NS 3% =



