
TRIBES BRIDGE CLUB - 50th ANNIVERSARY:  1971 - 2021

Greetings!  

Herewith find attached the analysis of selected hands played last Thursday, 8th April 2021, in the 
Tribes Bridge Club BBO IMPs Pairs.

Another set of interesting hands with several declarer play and defensive problems which many 
found challenging. This week I have analysed SIX hands in varying degrees of detail ranging 
from one to eight pages: Board#  2, 3, 5, 10, 18, 21.    

In total there are 29 pages of analysis/comment.
 
Board#2 is what should have been a relatively simple 3 NT but some declarers couldn't resist the 
tempting but fatal spade finesse!

Board#3 a 4 ♠ contract with a couple of pitfalls. And a Safety Play that many declarers either 
didn't spot or decided to ignore. And one that spotted it paid an undeserved price.

Board#5 an innocent looking 1 NT by North which saw one declarer suffer a -1100 penalty 
where declarer at another table scored eight tricks for +120! 

Board#10 a mega hand where two pairs bid a Grand Slam...with very different outcomes! And 
three other pairs languished in game!

Board#18 two N/S pairs failed to find their 5-3 spade fit and suffered a four trick defeat in 3 NT 
while most other tables saw N/S play a safe 4S.

Board#21 a tricky 3 NT which proved too challenging for four of the five declarers.

Enjoy!  

Paul J Scannell
15th April 2021



Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

♠ A J 8 2
♥ A 9 6
♦ 9 8 6 5 4
♣ A

♠ 9 7 4 3
♥ 5 4
♦ K 2
♣ 10 9 7 6 3

♠ K Q 10 5
♥ K 10 7 2
♦ A Q 10 7
♣ 4

♠ 6
♥ Q J 8 3
♦ J 3
♣ K Q J 8 5 2

N

W E

S

EW 3♠; NS 2♣; NS 1♥; Par −140: EW 3♠=



Board 2
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 4
♥ K Q 10 8 7
♦ J 7 4
♣ K 9 4

♠ 10 6 3
♥ 9 4 3
♦ A 6 3
♣ A 8 7 6

♠ K 7 5 2
♥ J 6 5
♦ 10 8
♣ Q J 10 3

♠ Q J 9 8
♥ A 2
♦ K Q 9 5 2
♣ 5 2

N

W E

S

NS 3N; NS 3♠; NS 3♥; NS 4♦; NS 1♣; Par +600: NS 3N=

Nine tricks available to N/S in 3 NT, 3 ♠, 3 ♥ ...but ten tricks available in 4 ♦! Most partnerships 
will reach 3 NT and the simple question is...Can declarer make 3 NT without scoring a diamond 
trick?  The answer is that 3 NT is unlikely to make without at least one diamond trick. [In theory, 
declarer can score four spades tricks if West holds precisely ♠ K10 and declarer guesses correctly 
not to finesse ♠ 9 on second round of the suit. Declarer could also score three spade tricks if 
West holds ♠ Kx where ♠ x is any card other than ♠ 10. But these are extreme layouts. So, in 
essence declarer needs at least one diamond trick to make 3 NT. In which case the next question 
is can declarer make nine tricks without scoring a second spade trick? Again, the answer is yes! 
Which should then lead declarer to recognise that the best route to nine tricks is via a 
combination of the red suits. Secondly, how should declarer approach the play of the red suits? 
The vital card is the ♦ A which represent the only guaranteed entry to possible diamond winners 
if the defense refrains from winning ♦ A until the third round. Note also that the spade finesse 
can be taken at any time as long as there is still an entry to the South hand to lead ♠ Q. 

Declarer should FIRST play on diamonds and will be handsomely rewarded when diamonds 
break 3-2 thus negating a NECESSITY to take the spade finesse. 
 
This is an easy hand to play, particularly in IMPS format where making the contract is the 
primary goal.  But, some declarers will go astray by being unable to resist the temptation to take 
the spade finesse BEFORE establishing diamond winners and should then lose five tricks, via 1 
spade, 1 diamond, 3 clubs, and thus ultimately fail. And deservedly so!

The defense should score ♦ A and 3 clubs to hold declarer to nine tricks!

4 ♥ by North is another possible contract and it takes a diamond lead, ducked by West, to defeat 
it. On a likely club lead, declarer can ruff his losing club in dummy and can restrict losers to, 1 
spade, 1 diamond, 1 club.  Expect 4 ♥ to make more often that it will fail!

Saints & Sinners

3 NT was bid at 13 tables with 4 declarers failing to make 9 tricks, thus earning Sinner status.



Board 2
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 4
♥ K Q 10 8 7
♦ J 7 4
♣ K 9 4

♠ 10 6 3
♥ 9 4 3
♦ A 6 3
♣ A 8 7 6

♠ K 7 5 2
♥ J 6 5
♦ 10 8
♣ Q J 10 3

♠ Q J 9 8
♥ A 2
♦ K Q 9 5 2
♣ 5 2

N

W E

S

NS 3N; NS 3♠; NS 3♥; NS 4♦; NS 1♣; Par +600: NS 3N=

Saints & Sinners

At another table South opened 1 ♦, rebid 1 ♠ and North settled in 3 NT. East led ♣ Q and West 
played ♣ 8. East continued with ♣ J as West followed with ♣ 7. Declarer sealed her fate by 
winning the second club in hand with ♣ K and then playing a heart to dummy's ♥ A and 
finessing ♠ Q, losing to East's ♠ K.  East continued with ♣ 10 and West rose with ♣ A which 
would have created an extra trick for declarer if East's original holding was ♣ QJ10 instead of 
♣ QJ103, leaving declarer's original holding as ♣ K943. But declarer followed with ♣ 9 from 
hand and West next cashed ♣ 6. Again, West took no chances and cashed ♦ A to hand declarer a 
self-inflicted one trick defeat. Sinner status to declarer.

At another table North declared 3 NT after South opened 1 ♦, North responded 1 ♠ and North re-
bid 2 ♣ (alerted as 4th Suit Forcing) over which South bid 2 ♦, denying a club stop and also 
denying three hearts! North closed the auction with a jump to 3 NT. East led ♣ Q, West rising 
with ♣ A and returning ♣ 8, perhaps suggesting an original three card holding of ♣ A8x...return 
of ♣ 6 might be better and more informative for East. Declarer played ♣ 9 on second round as 
East won with ♣ 10. [Note: As East I would now be reluctant to continue with a third club in 
case declarer held ♣ K7. Also, if declarer was now holding ♣ K6, I would need to continue with 
♣ 3 to partner's ♣ 7. By continuing with ♣ J I would crash partner's ♣ 7 and thus promote ♣ 6 as 
a second club winner for declarer. That is why West's deceptive continuation of ♣ 8 is so 
dangerous!]   BUT, East won the second trick with ♣ 10 and bashed on regardless with ♣ J, 
declarer winning with ♣ K as West played ♣ 7! [I would definitely be placing ♣ 6 with declarer 
at this stage in the defense!]  BUT, declarer, perhaps thinking that East had started with 
♣ QJ1063, cashed five heart tricks discarding 3 spades from dummy as East discarded a spade 
and a diamond while West tellingly discarded two spades, surely saying that he doesn't hold ♠ K! 
Declarer played a diamond to dummy's ♦ K and returned a diamond to her ♦ J, West ducking 
twice. Declarer now has EIGHT tricks and can cash ♠ A to make her contract, BUT, played a 
third diamond to West's ♦ A. West cashed ♣ 6 on which declarer discarded ♠ A from hand, 
leaving East to score the last trick with ♠ K for one down. Sinner status to declarer who should 
have cashed ♠ A when given the opportunity.



Board 2
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 4
♥ K Q 10 8 7
♦ J 7 4
♣ K 9 4

♠ 10 6 3
♥ 9 4 3
♦ A 6 3
♣ A 8 7 6

♠ K 7 5 2
♥ J 6 5
♦ 10 8
♣ Q J 10 3

♠ Q J 9 8
♥ A 2
♦ K Q 9 5 2
♣ 5 2

N

W E

S

NS 3N; NS 3♠; NS 3♥; NS 4♦; NS 1♣; Par +600: NS 3N=

Saints & Sinners

At one table, South opened 1 NT with her 4 ♠/5 ♦ shape (opening 1 ♦ and rebidding 1 ♠ allows 
North to declare NT and thus protect any heart/club assets on a possible heart or club lead.) 
North transferred with 2 ♦ and then jumped to 3 NT. West led his 4th best heart, East winning 
with ♣ 10 thereby showing West that East likely also holds ♣ QJ! East continued with ♣ Q and 
for West it is now a simple case of determining who holds ♣ 3! If East holds that card then 
declarer (South) has started with only 3 clubs! Declarer won the second club trick with dummy's 
♣ K and immediately sealed her fate when she played a heart to her ♥ A and finessed ♠ Q which 
lost to East's ♠ K. East now played ♣ 3, declarer discarding ♦ 2, West winning needlessly with 
♣ A instead of ♣ 8! BUT, West made no mistake and duly cashed ♦ A before playing a club to 
partner's ♣ J. A deserved Sinner status to declarer (South) and Saintly status to E/W, Eugene 
Gath & James Ward. Note especially how West did not put his partner in a position to go 
wrong and simply cashed the ♦ A thus ensuring that East would not fatally switch to a heart or 
spade after winning the fourth club.  

At another table, South opened 1 ♦ and rebid 1 ♠ over North's 1 ♥. North jumped to 3 NT and 
East led ♣ Q on which West played ♣ 6, perhaps encouraging according to their methods!!! 
Undaunted, East continued with ♣ J, declarer winning with ♣ K and then taking the route to 
failure by playing a heart to dummy's ♥ A and finessing ♠ Q which lost to East's ♠ K.  East now 
played ♣ 3 to partner's CA and West continued with ♣ 8 to East's ♣ 10. [Note: If North had 
started with ♠ Axx then 3 NT will make unless East switches to a diamond after winning the 
fourth club. Avoid putting your partner in a position where they may make a wrong play and let a 
contract make.] Sinner status to declarer and to West for a) not encouraging or showing count 
on ♣ Q lead...b) not ducking the third club in case East had started with just ♣ QJ10. 



Board 2
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 4
♥ K Q 10 8 7
♦ J 7 4
♣ K 9 4

♠ 10 6 3
♥ 9 4 3
♦ A 6 3
♣ A 8 7 6

♠ K 7 5 2
♥ J 6 5
♦ 10 8
♣ Q J 10 3

♠ Q J 9 8
♥ A 2
♦ K Q 9 5 2
♣ 5 2

N

W E

S

NS 3N; NS 3♠; NS 3♥; NS 4♦; NS 1♣; Par +600: NS 3N=
Saints & Sinners

At another table South opened 1 ♦ and rebid 1 ♠ over North's 1 ♥ response. North now made an 
underbid of 2 NT which South, not surprisingly, Passed. North should have bid 3 NT.  East led 
♣ Q which won and then switched to ♣ 3, West winning with ♣ A and continuing with ♣ 8, 
North winning perforce with ♣ K as declarer discarded ♦ 2 from dummy. At this table declarer 
now led ♦ J, East following with ♦ 8 as West ducked. Declarer continued with another diamond, 
East following with ♦ 10, dummy's ♦ K losing to West's ♦ A. West now made a thoughtful play 
of ♠ 10 and declarer was at a crossroad... BUT given that declarer had only contracted 2 NT it 
should have been an easy decision... Declarer needs eight tricks for her contract and has already 
amassed just two tricks via ♦ J and ♣ K. Declarer can also count ♠ A, ♥ AKQ and dummy's 
♦ Q9. If East has started with five clubs then playing low on West's ♠ 10 is silly as declarer risks 
losing to East's ♠ K and two additional club tricks. Declarer should rise with ♠ A and as it turns 
out, given red suit distributions, will actually score the rest of the tricks, emerging with ten tricks 
in total! BUT, declarer played low from hand as East won with ♠ K. Declarer enjoyed a piece of 
luck that her play did not warrant when it turned out that East could only cash one more club 
trick. Declarer scored eight tricks and earns Sinner status, not for what actually happened but 
for what MIGHT have happened if East had started with five clubs! Saintly status to Margaret 
Treacy for a thoughtful switch after winning ♦ A, which maybe she should have ducked.

At another table South opened 1 ♦, North responded 1 ♥, South rebid 1 ♠ and unbelievably 
North re-bid 1 NT which South obviously Passed. Perhaps North's rebid was a loss of 
concentration but it earns Sinner status. Declarer won the club lead and immediately removed 
dummy's only guaranteed entry when she played a heart to ♥ A and continued with a diamond to 
her ♦ J and returned a second diamond to dummy's ♦ Q which West mistakenly won with ♦ A... 
ducking again would see declarer score only two diamonds! West cashed ♣ A and continued 
with ♣ 8, East winning with ♣ J and cashing ♣ 10. East now erred by continuing with a spade, 
dummy's ♠ Q winning, thus giving declarer a ninth trick to which she was not entitled. Exiting 
on ♥ J would see declarer lose a spade at the end. Sinner status to declarer (unnecessarily 
cashing ♥ A at trick two instead of first playing on diamonds), West for winning second 
diamond, East for playing a spade after cashing the fourth club instead of exiting on ♥ J.  Saintly 
status to dummy!



Board 2
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 4
♥ K Q 10 8 7
♦ J 7 4
♣ K 9 4

♠ 10 6 3
♥ 9 4 3
♦ A 6 3
♣ A 8 7 6

♠ K 7 5 2
♥ J 6 5
♦ 10 8
♣ Q J 10 3

♠ Q J 9 8
♥ A 2
♦ K Q 9 5 2
♣ 5 2

N

W E

S

NS 3N; NS 3♠; NS 3♥; NS 4♦; NS 1♣; Par +600: NS 3N=
Saints & Sinners

At one table South opened 1 ♦ and North made the unusual and unnecessary bid of 2 ♥ (not sure 
what this is supposed to show but old style bidders would use it to show a strong hand (16+ hcp 
with a 5+ card suit) whereas in the modern style it is used to show a WEAK hand, the equivalent 
of a Weak 2. South, who could have bid 2 ♠ opted to bid 3 ♦ and North bid 3 NT. Unfortunately 
for the defense, East led ♠ 2 instead of the solid looking ♣ Q. Declarer duly scored eleven tricks.               

At another table South opened 1 ♦ and rebid 1 ♠ over partner's 1 ♥ response. North jumped to 
3 NT and East led ♠ 2...and declarer scored eleven tricks. East earns Sinner status for leading a 
suit bid by her left hand opponent and spurning the more solid lead of ♣ Q.   

At another table North declared 3 NT after the following sequence: 1 ♦-1 ♥; 1 ♠-2 ♣ (4SF); 
2 NT-3 NT. Again, East found the lead of ♠ 2 instead of ♣ Q. Declarer won with dummy's ♠ J 
and continued with a diamond to his ♦ J, East contributing ♦ 8. Declarer now switched to hearts 
and West erred by discarding a diamond while declarer discarded two spades and a diamond 
from dummy, East discarding a diamond and a spade. Declarer continued with a diamond to 
dummy's ♦ Q, West winning perforce with ♦ A. West switched to ♣ 6, declarer playing ♣ 9 
from hand as East won with ♣ 10.  East continued with ♠ K, crashing dummy's ♠ Q and 
declarer's ♠ A. Declarer now played a diamond to dummy's ♦ K, cashed ♦ 9 and conceded a 
trick to West's ♣ A at the end. Declarer emerged with ten tricks. Sinner status to East for not 
leading ♣ Q. Perhaps her decision was based on North's 2 ♣ which seems not to have been 
alerted at the time!  

Ten tricks were made at another table where North did re-bid 2 ♣, which was alerted as 4SF 
despite which East led ♣ Q. West rose, unnecessarily with ♣ A and continued with the equally 
confusing ♣ 8 thus giving East the impression that declarer had started with ♣ K9xx. (West 
should have given an encouraging signal or a count signal on the opening lead while retaining 
♣ A.) Declarer followed with ♣ 9 as East won win ♣ 10. East, now holding ♣ J3 and reluctant to 
continue with another club into declarer's supposed ♣ Kx, switched to ♠ 2, dummy's ♠ Q 
winning. Declarer now played on diamonds, establishing winners with ♥ A as an entry to enjoy 
them. Declarer duly emerged with ten tricks. Sinner status to West.       



Board 2
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 4
♥ K Q 10 8 7
♦ J 7 4
♣ K 9 4

♠ 10 6 3
♥ 9 4 3
♦ A 6 3
♣ A 8 7 6

♠ K 7 5 2
♥ J 6 5
♦ 10 8
♣ Q J 10 3

♠ Q J 9 8
♥ A 2
♦ K Q 9 5 2
♣ 5 2

N

W E

S

NS 3N; NS 3♠; NS 3♥; NS 4♦; NS 1♣; Par +600: NS 3N=

Saints & Sinners

At five tables declarer emerged with exactly nine tricks. In all cases East led ♣ Q but what West 
did varied at each of the five tables: 
1) West rose with ♣ A, declarer following from hand with ♣ 4. West continued with ♣ 8. This 
should cause East to pause and think because it looks like partner has started with ♣ A8x where 
x is either ♣ 7 or ♣ 6. If North started with ♣ K974 and covers West's ♣ 8 with ♣ 9 then East 
will win with ♣ 10 but must resist playing another club into declarer's ♣ K7 which would give 
declarer a second club trick! It's all very easy for West to rise with ♣ A at trick one but look at 
the problem that it now creates for West at trick three!!!  A good defender is one that appreciates 
likely problems for partner and then seeks to alleviate them! Ducking the first club (but signaling 
with ♣ 8 is much better and will be easier for East). If ♣ Q wins and East continues with ♣ J, 
again, West should play low as it could cost a trick if East's lead was from precisely ♣ QJ10. By 
rising with ♣ A on the second round and continuing with a club could see declarer rise with ♣ K 
on the third round, felling East's ♣ 10 and thus promoting ♣ 9 as a second club winner for 
declarer! 

2) at a second table declarer won the opening lead with ♣ K and played a diamond to dummy's 
♦ K at trick two, West winning with ♦ A. West now cashed ♣ A and continued with ♣ 8 and 
should have been relieved to see partner win the third round and fourth rounds with ♣ J10. Note 
that this could have cost a trick if North had started with ♣ K943 as declarer would have scored 
two tricks with ♣ K9...  

3) At a third table West also played ♣ 6 at trick one and then rose with ♣ A on East's 
continuation of ♣ 3. West continued with ♣ 7, declarer winning, perforce with ♣ K. West duly 
won with ♦ A and played a club to East's ♣ 10. Note that East's continuation of ♣ 3 leaves open 
the possibility that declarer may have started with ♣ AK94 and will win the second trick with 
♣ 9! Continuing with ♣ J precludes that from happening and still allows West to rise with ♣ A 
and continue with a third club where West's original holding might be ♣ Axx.      
 



Board 2
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 4
♥ K Q 10 8 7
♦ J 7 4
♣ K 9 4

♠ 10 6 3
♥ 9 4 3
♦ A 6 3
♣ A 8 7 6

♠ K 7 5 2
♥ J 6 5
♦ 10 8
♣ Q J 10 3

♠ Q J 9 8
♥ A 2
♦ K Q 9 5 2
♣ 5 2

N

W E

S

NS 3N; NS 3♠; NS 3♥; NS 4♦; NS 1♣; Par +600: NS 3N=

Saints & Sinners

4) at a fourth table West played ♣ 6 (what did this suggest to East and what would the play of 
♣ 8 suggest?) as declarer followed with ♣ 4. East continued with ♣ J, declarer winning with ♣ K 
as West followed with ♣ 7. What, if anything, can East glean from partner's play of ♣ 6 followed 
by ♣ 7 on the first two rounds of clubs? West duly scored with ♦ A, cashed ♣ A, and played a 
club to East's ♣ 10 which was the fourth trick for the defense.

5) at the fifth table West played ♣ 7 on partner's lead of ♣ Q as declarer ducked. East continued 
with ♣ J as West followed with ♣ 6, thus completing a hi-lo which hopefully was not lost on 
partner! West duly won ♦ A and cashed ♣ A and continued with a club to partner's ♣ 10.  
Saintly status to West, Sheila Baynes, for using her small clubs in a constructive way!

One other element to the play of the club suit involves North's decision, at most tables, to duck 
the opening lead. This is not without danger! If East has led ♣ Q from ♣ AQJxx and switches to 
a diamond at trick two, West will win with ♦ A and continue with a second club THROUGH 
declarer's ♣ K9 and the defense will have cashed six trick before declarer has time to take a 
second breathe!  I wonder how many declarer's had considered that possibility before ducking at 
trick one!!!

At two other tables N/S reached 4 ♥. At one table South opened 1 ♦ and incorrectly rebid 2 ♦ 
instead of 1 ♠ over North's response of 1 ♥. North compounded matters by rebidding 3 ♥ which 
implies a six card suit and is non-forcing albeit highly invitational. South bid 4 ♥.  East led ♣ Q, 
declarer winning with ♣ K. Declarer played a heart to dummy's ♥ A and then led ♦ 2...and West 
rose with ♦ A, cashed ♣ A and continued with a trump, presumably to prevent declarer from 
ruffing a third club in dummy...BUT, declarer no longer had a need to ruff a losing club in 
dummy because West's premature play of ♦ A meant that dummy's diamonds would now provide 
discards for declarer's two black suit losers...♠ 2, ♣ 9! Eleven tricks to declarer and Sinner status 
to West who should have played low on the first diamond and then evaluate partner's first card in 
the suit which hopefully would indicate a count signal from which West can calculate how many 
diamonds declarer holds and thus know when to win with ♦ A! 



Board 2
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 4
♥ K Q 10 8 7
♦ J 7 4
♣ K 9 4

♠ 10 6 3
♥ 9 4 3
♦ A 6 3
♣ A 8 7 6

♠ K 7 5 2
♥ J 6 5
♦ 10 8
♣ Q J 10 3

♠ Q J 9 8
♥ A 2
♦ K Q 9 5 2
♣ 5 2

N

W E

S

NS 3N; NS 3♠; NS 3♥; NS 4♦; NS 1♣; Par +600: NS 3N=
Saints & Sinners

At a second table where North declared 4 ♥, North won the opening lead with ♣ K and played a 
heart to dummy's ♥ A and then finessed ♠ Q, losing to East's ♠ K. Believe it or not...at this point 
4 ♥ can be beaten!!! If East returns a club to partner's ♣ A and West continues with a heart then 
West will gain the lead with ♦ A and E/W will win a second club leaving declarer with 4 
losers...♠ K,  ♦ A, ♣ AJ, and declarer will have earned a well deserved -100 instead of +620. 
BUT, East continued with a diamond to West's ♦ A. West cashed ♣ A and continued with a 
heart and declarer was now in control. She drew the outstanding trumps and then cashed 
dummy's diamonds discarding her losing ♣ 9 from hand.. Sinner status to East. If partner has 
♦ A it is not going to disappear! Sinner status to declarer who should have concentrated on 
disposing of her losing club rather than taking a pointless spade finesse which can be taken later 
in the game (dummy's ♦ KQ provides a guaranteed entry to dummy to take the spade finesse 
when needed). Declarer should have returned a club at trick two thus enabling an easy ruff of 
declarer's third club in dummy. Note...if West wins the second club and switches to a heart 
declarer can win in dummy with HA, return to hand with a spade to her ♠ A (forgoing the 
finesse!!!) and ruff the club with dummy's ♥ 2. Declarer now needs to draw trumps and to do that 
must get into her hand. Declarer can lead ♠ Q, ruffing the third round, or even play a diamond 
towards her ♦ J although this latter play needs West to hold ♦ A. If East has ♦ Ax or ♦ Axx they 
can beat declarer's ♦ J and return a diamond and now declarer will fall foul of a diamond ruff 
when East gains lead with ♠ K. Thinking ahead!
 
At four table N/S declared a heart part-score. At one such table South opened 1 ♦, North (a non-
Passed hand) bid 1 ♥ and South PASSED!!! 1 ♥ by North in this situation, i.e. not having 
previously Passed, is 100% FORCING. South CANNOT simply PASS! Sinner status to South.  

At another table South Passed, North opened 1 ♥ and South bid 2 ♦, WHICH NORTH COULD 
(and maybe should) HAVE PASSED. BUT, North rebid 2 ♥ and now South Passed, despite 
holding a legitimate one-level opening bid! Sinner status to South.

At two other tables N/S reached 3 ♥ after 1 ♦-1 ♥: 1 ♠-3 ♥: Pass. 3 ♥ is INVITATIONAL and 
promises SIX hearts. North should have rebid NT or 2 ♣ (4SF). Sinner status to both Norths. 



Board 3
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 5 4
♥ J 4
♦ K 8 6
♣ A K Q J 9 3

♠ Q J
♥ A Q 10 8 2
♦ 9 4
♣ 10 8 7 2

♠ 9 6 2
♥ K 9 7 6 5
♦ A J 10 7
♣ 6

♠ A K 10 8 7 3
♥ 3
♦ Q 5 3 2
♣ 5 4

N

W E

S

NS 5♠; NS 5♣; EW 3♥; NS 3♦; NS 1N; Par +450: NS 4♠+1

Stay out of 3 NT. Yes, 5 ♠ can make but will some declarers spot and make a Safety Play which 
unfortunately might lead to their undoing! Safety play? Yes... when declarer cashes a top spade 
honour West will follow with either ♠ Q or ♠ J. If this card is a singleton then East is now 
holding ♠ Q96 or ♠ J96 and if South cashes the second top honour then East will score two 
trump tricks and the contract will fail by one trick with declarer also losing two red suit Aces! 
Enter the Safety Play...declarer leads the second trump from the North hand and when East plays 
a small spade declarer can safely finesse ♠ 10. If it loses to the ♠ Q or S♠ J then trumps are 
breaking 3-2. BUT, if East DID start with ♠ Q966 or ♠ J962 then ♠ 10 will win and declarer can 
now safely cash his remaining top spade and lose just one trump trick to East.  However the 
Safety Play on this hand is not without a danger that if declarer enters dummy with a club to 
make the Safety Play in the trump suit then West will win and can give partner a club ruff. 

Also, 5 ♣ will make. Remember, in IMPs the safest game contract is what matters most. Any N/S 
pair that plays in 3 NT should receive their just rewards.

Saints & Sinners
  
Sinner status to the N/S pair that reached 3 NT after South opened 1 ♠, North bid 2 ♣, South 
rebid 2 ♦ and North jumped to 3 NT holding a doubleton ♥ J4 in the unbid suit! E/W duly 
cashed 5 hearts and ♦ A to defeat the contract by 2 tricks. South should open 2 ♠ (Weak) and 
that would steer the partnership away from 3 NT.   Sinner status to N/S.

Another pair played in 3 ♣ when South opened 2 ♠ (Weak) and North, despite holding two 
spades elected to bid 3 ♣ which South Passed. 

At seventeen other tables N/S played in a spade contract with nine pairs reaching 4S. Of those 
that bid the spade game, all bar one made the contract, scoring twelve, eleven or ten tricks 
depending on whether the defense cashed their two red aces. At one table declarer received the 
led of ♥ A followed by ♥ Q, declarer ruffing. Declarer then found the highly unusual play of 
leading ♠ 7 from hand thus leaving himself open to the possibility of losing two trumps tricks if 
one defender held a singleton ♠ 9 and the other ♠ QJ62! Sinner status to that South.



Board 3
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 5 4
♥ J 4
♦ K 8 6
♣ A K Q J 9 3

♠ Q J
♥ A Q 10 8 2
♦ 9 4
♣ 10 8 7 2

♠ 9 6 2
♥ K 9 7 6 5
♦ A J 10 7
♣ 6

♠ A K 10 8 7 3
♥ 3
♦ Q 5 3 2
♣ 5 4

N

W E

S

NS 5♠; NS 5♣; EW 3♥; NS 3♦; NS 1N; Par +450: NS 4♠+1

Saints & Sinners
  
So, why the disparity in terms of the number of tricks made in a spade contract with declarers 
emerging with anything from eight to twelve tricks! The instance of declarer making ten tricks 
has been outlined on the previous page. But at another table declarer emerged with a mere 
EIGHT tricks. At this table South opened 2 ♥, alerted as either a Weak 2 ♠ or 4-4-4-1 shape with 
16-21 hcp. North bid 2 ♠ and all Passed. East led ♣ 6 to West's ♣ 10 and declarer's ♣ K. 
Declarer  led ♠ 5 and finessed dummy's ♠ 8 when East followed with ♠ 2, West winning with 
♠ Q. West now cashed ♥ A and continued with ♣ 8, East ruffing with ♠ 6. East now cashed ♦ A 
and continued with ♦ J, declarer winning in hand with ♦ K. Declarer now led ♠ 4 and finessed 
♠ 10 when East followed with ♠ 9. West won with ♠ J for the fifth trick for the defense! 
Ironically, if declarer cashes one top spade honour then he may be compelled to cash the second 
one because he has no safe way back to his hand to make the Safety Play in the trump suit!

So the big question is whether declarer should, make the Safety Play in the trump suit? it goes 
without saying that if there is no likelihood of the opponents scoring a ruff in a side suit then 
declarer SHOULD make the Safety Play in spades! And that depends on the initial lead and 
subsequent play(s) by the defense. In all the following instances declarer cashed ♠ AK, in some 
cases I think the Safety play should have been made!

1) At one table West led ♦ 9 to East's ♦ A. East switched to a heart and West won with ♥ Q and 
continued with ♥ A which declarer ruffed. At this table declarer could have cashed a top spade, 
West contributing ♠ J, and then entered dummy via ♦ K and finessed ♠ 10 losing to West's ♠ Q. 
If the defense return a club, locking declarer in dummy, then declarer can return to hand via ♦ Q 
and draw trumps. Why reasonably safe? Because West is unlikely to play ♠ J (or even ♠ Q) on 
the first round from a three card holding of ♠ QJx.  

2) At two tables West led a club. Now declarer is facing the possibility of a club ruff and there is 
something to be said for cashing two top trumps, in particular given that declarer has no 
guaranteed entry to dummy to make the safety play!      

D9 led to DA and diamdosn returned. Two top spades cashed
Sheelagh89

D9 led to DA and Club switched and two top trumps drawn
lahinch
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Saints & Sinners
  
3) At another table West led ♥ A and continued with ♥ Q, declarer ruffing the second heart in 
hand. Now declarer has the possibility of cashing a top spade, noting West's ♠ J (or ♠ Q) falling 
and becoming aware of the possibility of a 4-1 trump break. Declarer would be unlucky to play a 
club to dummy and finesse ♠ 10 into West and then run into a club ruff. BUT, there is another 
issue that arises with this line... If the spade finesse does lose to West's second spade honor the 
contract is now imperiled if West continues with a club, even if East does not ruff, because now 
the club suit is dead!  The only way of getting at the remaining club honours is the 50% chance 
that West hold ♦ A! Cashing spade honours from the top looks safer!   

4) At another table ♦ 9 was led to East's ♦ A and a diamond was returned, declarer winning with 
dummy's ♦ K. Now a diamond ruff is lurking and it looks safer to cash spades from the top. Note 
that if declarer took a first round finesse of ♠ 10 West could win and put East on lead via a heart 
and score a diamond ruff and thus score two trump tricks with ♠ Jx(x) or ♠ Qx(x).

5) At one table West led ♦ 9 to East's ♦ A. East now switched to ♣ 6, clearly a singleton. Now 
declarer has options...cash two top spades (which is what declarer did) OR cash one top spade 
and then enter dummy via ♦ K and finesse ♠ 10. but this line actually leads to defeat even 
though East might be deemed more likely to hold spade length given their suspected club 
shortage! Declarer chose the winning line.

6) A curious sequence at one table where West led ♦ 9 to East's ♦ A. East now switched to a 
heart West winning with ♥ Q and then playing ♥ A which declarer ruffed. Declarer now cashed 
♠ A and entered dummy with ♦ K and led a spade and when East followed with ♠ 6, declarer 
rose with ♠ K instead of finessing ♠ 10!!! It would have been interesting to see how the play 
might have developed if declarer had finessed ♠ 10, losing to West's ♠ Q. A club return from 
West still leaves declarer with a chance to get to hand via ♦ Q whereas playing on clubs leads to 
the fatal ruff by East.  Commendation to declarer for (I think) recognising the Safety Play 
opportunity but no medal for not seeing it through.
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Saints & Sinners
  
Two tables deserve special mention. At one table South declared 2 ♠ on the led of ♦ 9 to East's 
♦ A.  East returned ♦ J, declarer winning with dummy's ♦ K. Declarer played a trump to her ♠ K 
and noting West's ♠ J then returned to dummy via a club and led dummy's remaining spade and 
duly finessed ♠ 10, losing to West's ♠ Q. West cashed ♥ A and continued with a second heart, 
declarer ruffing and then drawing East's last trump. Declarer emerged with ten tricks. Saintly 
status to declarer, Bernie O'Callaghan for recognising the Safety Play and also for 
implementing it. 

At another table declarer also availed of the Safety Play but with an entirely different outcome. 
At this table South declared 4 ♠ after opening 2 ♠ which North raised to 4 ♠. West led ♦ 9 to 
East's ♦ A. East switched to a heart, West winning with ♥ Q and then playing ♥ A which 
declarer ruffed. Declarer now cashed ♠ A, noted West's ♠ J falling and then entered dummy with 
a club and finessed ♠ 10 into West's ♠ Q.  West now found the continuation of a club which East 
ruffed for the setting trick.  Saintly status to declarer (John Fahy) for recognising the Safety 
Play and commiserations for failing due to the club ruff. Declarer's partner, Liam Faherty 
suggested that the theory of Restricted Choice surely applied and that he would have played the 
contract the same way. I would also have finessed the ♠ 10 as it is a guaranteed Safety Play 
which assures, when East follows to the second round with ♠ 6, that declarer will not lose two 
spades where East might have started with ♠ Q962.  HOWEVER, it doesn't allow for the 4-1 
club break which saw East ruff the second club! The only thing that I might have done differently 
is to enter dummy with a diamond rather than a club, simply on the basis that I have fewer 
diamonds than clubs between the two hands. 

Re Theory of Restricted Choice (not for the faint-hearted)

See the following article on Larry Cohen's website. For those that don't already know, Larry is an 
expert US player who is also a first-class teacher and has written many books on different aspects 
of bridge.  Link:  https://www.larryco.com/bridge-articles/restricted-choice
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♠ K 10 7
♥ A Q 9 8 6
♦ K 6
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♠ J 9 6 4 2
♥ 10 7
♦ Q 10 5
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♠ Q 5
♥ J 4
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♣ A K 9 5 2

♠ A 8 3
♥ K 5 3 2
♦ A 9 3 2
♣ Q 3
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Some Norths will open 1 NT and the question is how the bidding will take off after that, i.e. what 
will West do...and if West makes a Penalty Doubles what will East then do? A Penalty Double of 
a Weak NT usually shows 16+ hcp, in which case East should Pass. But, will all West's make a 
Penalty Double and if so, will all Easts Pass? Some West's may simply bid 2H which can make, 
on the nose! When West gains the lead he should switch to a small heart in case partners holds 
♥ Qx, ♥ Jx or even ♥ xx. 

Saints & Sinners
One of each at one table! North opened 1 NT and this was followed by three Passes! East led ♣ 5 
and when declarer played low from dummy West was forced to play ♣ Q, declarer winning in 
hand with ♣ A and with ♣ 10 now firmly positioned with East! Declarer then finessed ♠ Q and 
West, who should probably have ducked, won with ♠ K. West now erred by cashing ♣ K thus 
setting up dummy's ♣ J9 as two potential tricks for declarer who can now finesse against East's 
♣ 108. West next cashed ♥ A and then switched to ♦ 8!  Declarer now has seven tricks within 
her grasp...3 spades, 1 diamond, 2 clubs... BUT, it got better for declarer! Declarer rose with ♦ A 
in hand and continued by cashing three spade winners, discarding ♥ 6 from dummy as East 
discarded ♣ 8 and West discarded ♥ 2. Declarer now played a club to dummy's ♣ J and then 
cashed ♣ 9 on which West discarded ♥ 98 as East discarded ♦ 9. This was now the position. 
Dummy held ♥ 10, ♦ Q7, West held ♥ K, ♦ J10, Declarer held ♥ J, ♦ 54, and East held ♥ Q7, 
♦ K.  This is a fascinating end-position where E/W will score two tricks but might score all 
three! And it all depends on which card declarer next leads from dummy! If declarer plays a heart 
then West wins with ♥ K, plays a diamond to East's ♦ Q who then cashes ♥ Q.  BUT, declarer 
led ♦ 7 and suddenly the defense's three tricks shrank to two! East won perforce with ♦ K and 
had to return a heart, which West won, perforce, with ♥ K, West then had to concede a diamond 
to dummy's ♦ Q on the last trick. Eight tricks to North and Saintly status to declarer, Bridie 
O'Reilly, who more than made the best use of her combined resources.  Absolute Sinner status 
to West who was the major culprit for what was a poor defensive effort. Upon winning ♠ K, 
West should NOT have cashed ♥ K but rather should have switched to a small heart...   The 
defense can thus score 1 spade, 5 hearts, 1 diamond, 1 club. The small heart is best in case 
partner holds ♥ Qx, ♥ Jx or even ♥ xx, Cashing a heart honour and continuing with a second 
heart leaves partner unable to play a third round!
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Saints & Sinners

At six other tables, North also opened 1 NT which was Passed to West. At FOUR of these tables 
West made a Takeout Double which was followed by four Passes. At one table East led ♣ 8, 
Declarer erred by playing ♣ J low from dummy on which West played ♣ Q, which declarer 
ducked. Unhesitatingly West switched to ♥ 8, East winning with ♥ Q. East now made a mistake 
by playin ♣ 7 instead of continuing with ♥ 7. [Note: if declarer plays a low club from dummy 
then declarer can score THREE club tricks.] But, declarer erred again by playing ♣ 9 from 
dummy as West followed with ♣ K and declarer won with ♣ A. [Note: from a position where 
declarer could have scored three club tricks she now finds herself with just a solitary club 
winner...♣ A!]  Declarer now finessed dummy's ♠ 8 (Leading ♠ Q is better in case the finesse 
needs to be repeated!). West won with ♠ K and cashed four heart winners, as declarer discarded 
♣ 6, ♦ 43, East discarded ♠ 73 (in that order), while dummy discarded ♦ 2, ♣ 3. West now 
switched to ♦ 10 and declarer went asleep when she played low from hand, East rising with ♦ K 
and duly cashed ♣ 105 to inflict a FOUR trick defeat on declarer who suffered a  -1100 penalty 
and the loss of 13.75 Imps. Why do I suggest that declarer went asleep on the switch of ♦ 10 
from West? Because if West held ♦ K10x or ♦ KJ10 then West would surely have exited on a 
spade not a potentially dangerous diamond. And clearly East holds two winning clubs! Also, at 
that point declarer has only scored one trick and could have scored four more by rising with ♦ A 
and cashing her three spade winners to escape from two down! Sinner status to declarer who 
should have made a better attempt at divining the nature of East's opening lead (♣ 8) and should 
also have taken her medicine and risen with ♦ A and cashed her spade winners for two down! 

At another table East also led ♣ 8, declarer playing dummy's ♣ 9 as West followed with ♣ Q, 
declarer winning with ♣ A. Declarer finessed ♠ Q and when it won continued with ♠ 10 from 
hand (leading ♠ 5 and finessing ♠ 9 would seem the more logical play!), West winning with 
♠ K. West now mistakenly cashed ♥ A, and then even more mistakenly cashed ♣ K, thereby 
establishing dummy's ♣ J as a winner.  West now switched to ♦ J, which declarer ducked to 
East's ♦ K. East now cashed ♥ Q and continued with a heart to West's ♥ K who cashed two more 
hearts for two down. West was EXTREMELY (and undeservedly) LUCKY that partner had three 
hearts. If East had started with ♥ Qx then declarer was making 1NTx +1. Sinner status to West. 
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Saints & Sinners
At a third table East led ♣ 5, dummy playing low, West following with ♣ Q and declarer winning 
with ♣ A. Declarer finessed ♠ Q, losing to West's SK. West erred by cashing ♥ AK, East 
following with ♥ 5, ♥ 7, in that order (does that show anything particular?), thus blocking the 
suit! BUT, it was the next card that West played which caused a problem. The third heart should 
be a Suit-Preference signal to partner as to which suit to continue after East gains the lead. West 
continued with ♥ 9, surely asking for partner to switch to a diamond!!! East, upon winning the 
third heart with ♥ Q duly made the calamitous switch to ♦ 6!!! If declarer rises with dummy's 
♦ Q declarer can emerge with six tricks via, 3 spades, 2 diamonds, 1 club! BUT, declarer played 
low from dummy and West incorrectly played ♦ J instead of ♦ 10, declarer winning in hand with 
♦ A. Declarer duly cashed three spade winners and then led ♣ 6 from hand towards dummy's 
♣ J9, East following with ♣ 8 and declarer made the clearly incorrect play of ♣ J which lost to 
West's ♣ K. West cashed two hearts and then played a diamond to East's ♦ K who duly cashed 
the promoted ♣ 10 for two down!  And why was it clearly wrong for declarer to play ♣ J instead 
of ♣ 9? Simple... go back to trick one... What card did West play on the opening lead? ♣ Q. Who 
plays ♣ Q when sitting over the ♣ J9xx with ♣ Q10? Sinner status to West and declarer.  

At the fourth table East also led ♣ 8, declarer playing ♣ 9 from dummy and ducking West's ♣ Q. 
West, with the tempo now in his favour, immediately switched to ♥ 2, East winning with ♥ Q. 
East, perhaps placing declarer with an initial holding of ♣ A2 and seeing an opportunity to create 
a second club trick for the defense if partner was now holding ♣ K6, continued with ♣ 10... 
Declarer did well to play low from dummy as West, perforce, played ♣ K, declarer winning with 
♣ A and leaving ♣ J as a winner in dummy. Declarer now finessed ♠ Q, losing to West's ♠ K. 
West now cashed four heart winners, declarer discarding three diamonds from hand and two 
diamonds from dummy, as East discarded two small spades. This is the position: declarer holds 
♠ J105, ♦ A, ♣ 6 while dummy holds ♠ A9, ♦ Q, ♣ J4. East holds ♦ K96, ♣ 105 and West 
holds  ♠ 64, ♦ J108. It can be seen that declarer can win the remaining five tricks via 3 spades, 1 
diamond, 1 club, BUT, West continued with ♦ J, declarer winning perforce with ♦ A and 
declarer then had a blind spot and sealed her fate for two down (instead of one down) when she 
'finessed' ♠ J, blocking the suit. A spade to dummy's ♠ A saw her cash ♣ J and concede a club to 
East's ♣ 7. Sinner status to declarer.  Concentration is always vital but particularly at a delicate 
cash-out situation! 
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Saints & Sinners

At two other tables North opened 1 NT and this was followed by three Passes. At one table East 
led ♣ 5 to dummy's ♣ 9 and West's ♣ Q which declarer ducked. West correctly switched to ♥ 2, 
East winning with ♥ Q and continuing with ♥ 7 to West's ♥ K. West then cashed ♥ A98 and 
declarer had difficulty in making discards from her hand and from dummy. This was the position 
when West continued with ♦ J... Declarer held ♠ QJ105, ♦ A5, ♣ A while dummy was reduced 
to ♠ A9, ♦ Q7, ♣ J43. East held ♠ 73, ♦ K6, ♣ 1087 and West held ♠ K64, ♦ J108, ♣ K. This is 
what happened...declarer followed with ♦ 5, East winning with ♦ K. East continued with ♦ 6, 
dummy's ♦ Q and declarer's ♦ A crashing and leaving West's ♦ 10 as a winner. Declarer now 
finessed ♠ Q, West winning with ♠ K and cashing ♦ 10 for the ninth defensive trick and leaving 
declarer three down! Declarer could have done much better by winning the opening lead and 
establishing spade winners while still retaining ♦ A. Ducking the opening lead transferred the 
tempo to E/W. Declarer could also have done better by reducing dummy to ♠ A9, ♦ Q72, ♣ J4 
instead of ♠ A9, ♦ Q7, ♣ J43. Sinner status to declarer.   

At another table North opened 1 ♣ and South bid 1 NT which was followed by three Passes. 
West led ♥ AK and continued with ♥ 9 to East's ♥ Q. East, switched to ♠ 7, declarer playing low 
as West won with ♠ K and then cashed two more heart winners. West then switched to ♣ K, 
declarer winning with dummy's ♣ A. Dummy now holds ♠ QJ10, ♦ A5, ♣ 6 while declarer holds 
♠ A9, ♦ Q72, ♣ J. Declarer duly cashed 3 spade winners and ♦ A for two down.  

At the remaining fourteen tables West declared a heart contract! At four tables North opened 
1 NT and this was Passed to West who Doubled. The four Easts bid 2 ♣ and West bid 2 ♥ which 
became the final contract.  At all of these tables North led ♠ Q to South's ♠ A and South 
continued with ♠ 9 thus ensuring that the defense would score 2 spades, 2 diamonds, 1 club thus 
holding declarer to eight tricks. Sinner status to the four Easts who should have stood partner's 
Penalty Double of North's 1 NT.  

At four other tables West bid 2 ♥ at first opportunity. At two of these tables North led ♠ Q and  
the defense duly scored their five tricks. No Saints or Sinners there.  
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Saints & Sinners

At one table, North opened 1 ♣, South bid 1 NT and West overcalled 2 ♥ which became the final 
contract. At this table North led ♠ Q, South ducking and declarer winning with ♠ K. Declarer 
played a heart to dummy's ♥ Q and then returned a heart to her ♥ A. Declarer next exited on a 
spade, South winning with ♠ 9 and then cashing ♠ A. South now had an obvious play of ♥ 10 
BUT, actually continued with a club to declarer's ♣ Q and North's ♣ A. This was now dangerous 
territory for the defenders. North should certainly be wary about switching to a diamond in case 
declarer held ♦ Qxx which would see declarer emerge with two diamond winners instead of one! 
So, North returned ♣ 2 and South had a major lapse in concentration when she played ♣ J instead 
of ♣ 9 after declarer followed with dummy's ♣ 7.  Declarer won with her ♣ K and perhaps didn't 
appreciate that dummy's ♣ 10 was now a winner. Declarer cashed ♥ K and continued with ♦ J, 
North rising with ♦ A and continuing with ♠ J which declarer ruffed. Declarer now led ♦ 10 and 
rose with dummy's ♦ K and continued with the winning ♣ 10....and ruffed it in hand instead of 
discarding her losing diamond and duly conceded a diamond to South's ♦ Q! Sinner status to 
South who should have played ♥ 10, removing dummy's last heart, instead of switching to a 
club. As for declarer, the credit she would have earned for her partial elimination is eroded by her 
lack of concentration when not realising that ♣ 10 was a winner on which she should have 
discarded her losing diamond! Sinner status to declarer.       

At another table North opened 1 ♦, South bid 1 NT and West closed the auction with 2 ♥. North, 
with a clearcut safe opening lead of ♠ Q chose instead to cash ♣ A. This could have been a 
disastrous lead and even though it didn't cost on this occasion it was still a potentially costly lead.  
Some of the potentially costly situations include declarer holding ♣ Kx with South holding 
♣ QJx, OR declarer holding ♣ Kxx opposite ♣ Jxx with South holding ♣ Q109(x) OR declarer 
holding ♣ KQx with South holding ♣ J109. And there are others... Sinner status to North.
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Saints & Sinners

At one table North opened 1 ♦, South bid 1 NT and West clearly thought that there were 50 
points in the pack on this deal rather than the standard 40 when he launched forth with a bid of 
3 ♥! [Note: A typical one level opening bid promises circa 12+ hcp. South has bid 1 NT which 
probably promises 6-9 hcp. So, as a minimum the opponents are showing circa 18+ hcp... With 
West holding 16 hcp it doesn't leave much for partner! Pass, or a simple 2 ♥ are recommended 
but certainly not 3 ♥ on a hand with only 5 hearts!] North led ♠ Q to South's ♠ A. South 
switched to ♣ 3, declarer playing ♣ K as North won with ♣ A and continued with ♣ 6 to 
dummy's ♣ 7 and South's ♣ 9 and declarer's ♣ K. Declarer drew two rounds of trumps, ending in 
hand and then finessed ♦ J to South's ♦ Q. South continued with ♠ 9, establishing a second 
spade trick for the defense. Declarer duly finished one down but could have made the 
contract...After South switched to a club at trick two (should have continued with ♠ 9) declarer 
won the second club in hand. Declarer can now play three rounds of hearts ending in dummy and 
then lead ♣ 10 (or ♣ 8) and discard a spade if South doesn't cover, otherwise ruff. Declarer can 
then enter dummy via ♦ K (NO finesse!) and discard a losing spade or diamond on dummy's 
master club! Sinner status to declarer for poor bidding and also for failing to take advantage of 
the defensive slip-up. Sinner status also to South who created the opportunity for declarer by 
switching to a club instead of continuing with a spade at trick two!

At five  tables 2 ♥ was contracted and each declarer emerged with an impossible NINE tricks! 

1) At one table declarer led ♦ 8 from hand and finessed into South who failed to win with ♦ Q! 
Sinner status to South for lack of concentration. 

2) At another table dummy and South discarded a diamond on the fourth spade. When declarer 
then led ♦ J, North rose with ♦ A thus leaving dummy with a singleton ♦ K while South held a 
singleton ♦ Q!!! When declarer played a second diamond to dummy's ♦ K, South's ♦ Q fell, 
promoting declarer's ♦ J to winner status. South should have discarded a club instead of a 
diamond...declarer cannot establish a club winner AND get back to enjoy it with only ♦ K as a 
single entry! And North should have ducked the first diamond. Sinner status to North & South.
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Saints & Sinners

3) At another table North led ♠ Q, declarer winning with ♠ K. Declarer played a heart to 
dummy's ♥ Q and returned a heart to ♥ A. Declarer then played ♣ K, North winning with ♣ A.  
North continued with ♠ J and a third spade to South's ♠ A. South's next play was made without 
serious thought and proved to be extremely costly! South played ♣ J...declarer winning with ♣ Q 
and  dummy's ♣ 10 now promoted as a winner. Declarer cashed ♥ K, drawing South's ♥ 10 (the 
card South should have played instead of ♣ J!) and then led ♦ 8, North rising with ♦ A and 
continuing with a fourth spade which declarer ruffed. Declarer now played a diamond to 
dummy's ♦ K and cashed ♣ 10, discarding ♦ J from hand. This declarer appreciated the value of 
dummy's ♣ 10! Saintly status to declarer  [N   A   M   E]who gave her opponents a chance to go 
wrong...and they did!  Absolute Sinner status to South. There is no layout of the club suit where 
playing ♣ J can be right! Clearly South paid no heed to declarer's earlier play of ♣ K! Why would 
declarer lead ♣ K from hand at trick four? Secondly, if West has ♣ Q then South playing ♣ J is 
hari-kiri bridge style! And if partner has ♣ Q then South can lead a low club whilst retaining 
♣ J9 sitting over dummy's ♣ 108. And IF North started with ♣ AQx and South's ♣ J wins the 
trick and South continues with a third club, declarer can ruff, felling North's ♣ Q while 
simultaneously establishing dummy's ♣ 10 as a winner for a diamond discard. [I sincerely hope 
that the South who played ♣ J reads this paragraph and benefits from the simple logic expounded 
and that she can think it through the next time she faces a similar situation.]  

4) At another table North opened 1 NT which Passed to West who made a Takeout Double. East 
bid 2 ♣ and West closed the auction with 2 ♥. North led ♠ Q, South ducking as declarer won 
with ♠ K. Declarer played three top hearts ending in dummy and then played a club to her ♣ Q 
and North's ♣ A. North cashed ♠ J, South following with ♠ 9, and then continued with ♣ 6 to 
dummy's ♣ 7, South's ♣ 9 and declarer's ♣ K. [Note that at this point dummy's holds ♣ 108 while 
South holds ♣ J4.]. Declarer now led ♦ J and North rose with with ♦ A. North still has a safe 
exit of a spade BUT, committed a major error when she continued with ♣ 2, dummy's ♣ 8 
forcing South to cover with ♣ J thus promoting dummy's ♣ 10 as a winner. Declarer ruffed the 
club and played a diamond to dummy's ♦ K and cashed ♣ 10, discarding the losing ♦ 10 from 
her hand. Sinner status to North who should not have continued clubs, especially the 3rd round.



Board 5
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ Q J 10 5
♥ J 4
♦ A 5 4 3
♣ A 6 2

♠ K 6 4
♥ A K 9 8 2
♦ J 10 8
♣ K Q

♠ 7 3 2
♥ Q 7 5
♦ K 9 6
♣ 10 8 7 5

♠ A 9 8
♥ 10 6 3
♦ Q 7 2
♣ J 9 4 3

N

W E

S

EW 2♥; EW 1N; NS 1♠; NS 1♦; NS 1♣; Par −110: EW 2♥=

Saints & Sinners

5) At a fifth table North opened 1 NT which was Passed to West who closed the auction with a 
bid of 2 ♥. North led ♠ Q, declarer winning with ♠ K as South ducked. Declarer cashed three top 
hearts ending in hand and then played ♣ K, North winning with ♣ A and continuing with a spade 
to South's ♠ A. South played a third spade, North winning with ♠ 10 and continuing with a 
fourth spade, declarer discarding ♣ 7 from dummy while ruffing in hand as South discarded ♦ 2. 
Declarer next cashed ♣ Q and then led ♦ J and North fatally rose with ♦ A as South followed 
with ♦ 7 leaving her with a stiff ♦ Q!!! North continued with ♣ 6, South covering dummy's ♣ 10 
with ♣ J as declare ruffed. Declarer led ♦ 10 and guessed right when she rose with dummy's ♦ K 
felling South's ♦ Q and thereby promoting dummy's ♦ 9 as a winner of the last trick. Sinner 
status to South who should have followed dummy on the fourth spade and discarded a club not a 
diamond. North also earns Sinner status because she could have saved the situation by playing 
low on first diamond lead. Note that declarer had a diamond finesse option at trick twelve and 
where North had opened 1 NT (12-14) and at this point had shown up with 12hcp (♠ QJ, ♥ J, 
♦ A, ♣ A) and still had room for ♦ Q. My inclination would have been to finesse against North. 
But, you can't argue with success.            



Board 6
East Deals
E-W Vul

♠ A 7
♥ J 8 5
♦ K J 6 5 4 3 2
♣ Q

♠ K J 10 6 4
♥ K 3 2
♦ Q
♣ 10 5 4 3

♠ 2
♥ A Q 9 7 6
♦ A 9 7
♣ A K 7 2

♠ Q 9 8 5 3
♥ 10 4
♦ 10 8
♣ J 9 8 6

N

W E

S

EW 5♥; EW 4N; EW 3♠; EW 4♣; Par −650: EW 4♥+1



Board 7
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ 8
♥ 6 2
♦ K Q J 9 8 3
♣ K 7 5 2

♠ A 9 7 3 2
♥ A J 4
♦ A 7 4
♣ J 4

♠ K Q 5
♥ K 5 3
♦ 10 6
♣ A 10 9 8 3

♠ J 10 6 4
♥ Q 10 9 8 7
♦ 5 2
♣ Q 6

N

W E

S

EW 4N; EW 4♠; EW 3♥; EW 4♣; EW 1♦; Par −630: EW 3N+1



Board 8
West Deals
None Vul

♠ 3 2
♥ A K Q 10 7 6 5
♦ 10 5
♣ J 10

♠ J 9 6
♥ J 9
♦ A 6 4 3
♣ Q 9 8 6

♠ K 10 8 7 4
♥ 8 3
♦ K 9 8
♣ A 5 2

♠ A Q 5
♥ 4 2
♦ Q J 7 2
♣ K 7 4 3

N

W E

S

NS 4N; NS 4♥; NS 2♦; EW 1♠; NS 1♣; Par +430: NS 3N+1



Board 9
North Deals
E-W Vul

♠ A 9 3
♥ A K 7 6
♦ K 5
♣ K J 8 4

♠ 10 2
♥ 10 5 4 3
♦ A J 8 6 2
♣ 3 2

♠ K Q 8 5
♥ J 2
♦ Q 10 7 3
♣ A 10 5

♠ J 7 6 4
♥ Q 9 8
♦ 9 4
♣ Q 9 7 6

N

W E

S

NS 2N; NS 2♥; NS 3♣; EW 2♦; NS 1♠; Par +120: NS 2N=



Board 10
East Deals
Both Vul

♠ J
♥ K 10 8 6 2
♦ K 10 8 6
♣ 6 5 3

♠ A K Q 10 8 5 3 2
♥ A
♦ —
♣ K J 9 2

♠ 7
♥ Q 9
♦ A Q J 9 7 4 2
♣ A 7 4

♠ 9 6 4
♥ J 7 5 4 3
♦ 5 3
♣ Q 10 8

N

W E

S

EW 7N; EW 7♠; EW 7♣; EW 5♦; EW 2♥; Par −2220: EW 7N=

Yes, 7 ♠, 7 NT, or even 7 ♣ can make but I don't think I fancy a Grand Slam which depends on a 
finesse for its success! I would settle for 6 ♠.

Saints & Sinners
Two E/W pairs bid 7 ♠ with diametrically opposite outcomes! At one table East opened 1 ♦ and 
rebid 3 ♦ over West's 1 ♠ response. West brought out the BIG B (Blackwood) and East bid 5 ♥, 
showing 2 aces. If West now bids 5 NT, asking for kings, East will show none and maybe West 
will then be inclined to reasonably settle for 6 ♠. BUT, when West heard partner show two aces 
she simply jumped to ♠S.  North led ♠ J and declarer cashed four top trumps and then played a 
club to dummy's ♣ A, cashed ♦ A discarding ♣ 9 from hand and then finessed ♣ J. 13 tricks. 

If I was playing the hand in 7 ♠ I would win the opening lead and then cash seven more trumps, 
cash ♥ A, reducing dummy (and both defenders) to four cards. There is a variety of squeeze 
options that might be in play. For example, swap the North and South club holdings and North 
will be in a very difficult position making discards and reducing to four cards. He would have to 
reduce the following six card holding ♥ K, ♦ K10, ♣ Q108 to FOUR cards!!! Note that North 
must discard BEFORE dummy! He MUST hold ♥ K and ♦ K10 in which case he can only hold 
a singleton ♣ Q which will show up when I lead ♣ 2!  The simple point is that it does not make 
sense to finesse ♣ J early in the play without first trying to exert some pressure on both 
defenders. It may be possible to make the contract even when the club finesse is wrong! Note 
also that if North discards multiple clubs he may in fact be exposing partner to a certain safe 
finesse against South's ♣ Q108.  What SEVEN discards can North make without throwing at 
least two clubs? If North does throw three clubs then declarer will have a certain finesse against 
South's ♣ Q108. 

At the other table East rebid 2 ♦ and West checked for aces and East showed two and then 
jumped to 7 ♠. North led ♠ J (a trump lead being standard against a Grand Slam). Declarer won 
and cashed six more trumps and North had reduced to ♥ K10, ♦ K108, ♣ 5. Declarer now played 
a club to dummy and cashed ♦ A, discarding ♣ 9 from hand and then led ♦ Q and ruffed when 
South discarded a heart. Declarer duly lost a trick to South's ♣ Q. When ♦ K did not drop on 
♦ A declarer must finesse ♣ J. Leading ♦ Q was a 'no-hope' play. Sinner status to declarer.



Board 10
East Deals
Both Vul

♠ J
♥ K 10 8 6 2
♦ K 10 8 6
♣ 6 5 3

♠ A K Q 10 8 5 3 2
♥ A
♦ —
♣ K J 9 2

♠ 7
♥ Q 9
♦ A Q J 9 7 4 2
♣ A 7 4

♠ 9 6 4
♥ J 7 5 4 3
♦ 5 3
♣ Q 10 8

N

W E

S

EW 7N; EW 7♠; EW 7♣; EW 5♦; EW 2♥; Par −2220: EW 7N=

Saints & Sinners

At one table East opened 1 ♦ and West, obviously in a hurry, bid 4 ♣ (the dreaded Gerber!). East 
bid 4 ♠ and West jumped to 6 ♠. East now made a very silly bid of 6 NT and was lucky that N/S 
were not able to cash 5 or 6 heart tricks! Note that 6 ♠ would still make even if West held a 
singleton ♥ 2 whereas a heart lead would see 6 NT fail by at least four tricks! Trust in partner is a 
must for all partnership!  Sinner status to East.

At another table East opened 1 ♦ and West, also in a hurry, bid 4 ♣. East bid 4 ♠, showing two 
aces and West then enquired about kings via 5 ♣. After East denied holding any kings West 
made the sensible bid of 6 ♠...which explains why East declared the hand! And Saintly status to 
East (Miriam Moloney) who showed exemplary trust in partner and refrained from 'correcting' 
to 6 NT! 

At fourteen other tables, West contracted 6 ♠. At five of these table declarer spurned the club 
finesse and ended up with only twelve tricks. At one table declarer actually received a club 
lead...but unfortunately rose with dummy's ♣ A instead of letting it round to her ♣ KJ92!!! 
Declarer subsequently lost a trick to South's ♣ Q. 

At nine tables declarer emerged with thirteen tricks, in some cases aided by a club lead from 
North.

Finally, Absolute Sinner status to the three Wests who only managed to reach 4 ♠ despite 
partner opening the bidding with 1 ♦. What would it take in the East hand, which has shown an 
opening bid, for West to make 6 ♠? If West had only ♣ Q10 that would probably be enough 
unless the clubs broke 6-1 and the defense negotiated a club ruff! The three West's displayed very 
limited imagination!



Board 11
South Deals
None Vul

♠ 10 9 5
♥ K Q 8 7 5
♦ 10 9 7 4
♣ 2

♠ Q 8 4
♥ 9 3 2
♦ 3
♣ K Q J 9 5 3

♠ A K J 7 2
♥ J 6
♦ A K Q 6
♣ 10 7

♠ 6 3
♥ A 10 4
♦ J 8 5 2
♣ A 8 6 4

N

W E

S

EW 3♠; EW 4♣; EW 1N; NS 1♥; Par −140: EW 2♠+1



Board 12
West Deals
N-S Vul

♠ K 4 3
♥ 8 7 2
♦ K 9 4
♣ J 8 5 2

♠ A J 2
♥ J 9 3
♦ 8 6 5 3 2
♣ K 10

♠ 9 7 6 5
♥ A K 6 4
♦ 10
♣ A Q 6 4

♠ Q 10 8
♥ Q 10 5
♦ A Q J 7
♣ 9 7 3

N

W E

S

EW 3♠; EW 3♥; EW 1N; EW 1♦; EW 1♣; 
Par −140: EW 1♥+2; EW 1♠+2



Board 13
North Deals
Both Vul

♠ 9 7 5 4
♥ 7 4
♦ J 10 7 4
♣ Q J 7

♠ A Q
♥ Q 8 2
♦ K 9 6 3 2
♣ 10 9 8

♠ K 8 6 2
♥ K J 10
♦ A 8 5
♣ 6 5 2

♠ J 10 3
♥ A 9 6 5 3
♦ Q
♣ A K 4 3

N

W E

S

EW 1N; EW 1♠; EW 1♥; EW 1♦; NS 1♣; Par −90: EW 1N=



Board 14
East Deals
None Vul

♠ Q 6 5
♥ Q J
♦ J 7
♣ K 10 7 6 5 4

♠ 8 7 4
♥ K 10 8 7 2
♦ A 3
♣ A 9 2

♠ 10 9
♥ A 6 5
♦ 10 9 8 5 4
♣ Q 8 3

♠ A K J 3 2
♥ 9 4 3
♦ K Q 6 2
♣ J

N

W E

S

NS 3♠; EW 2♥; EW 1N; EW 1♦; NS 1♣; Par +140: NS 3♠=



Board 15
South Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 5 3
♥ 9 8 5
♦ 9 7 3
♣ A 8 4 2

♠ 8 4
♥ 6 4
♦ A J 6 2
♣ K Q 10 7 5

♠ K J 10 9 7
♥ Q J 2
♦ K 10 8 4
♣ 3

♠ Q 6 2
♥ A K 10 7 3
♦ Q 5
♣ J 9 6

N

W E

S

E 2♠; NS 2♥; EW 3♦; NS 1N; EW 2♣; W 1♠; 
Par −110: E 2♠=; EW 3♦=



Board 16
West Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 5 2
♥ A Q J 3
♦ A K J 5 2
♣ 8 7

♠ J 4 3
♥ K 9
♦ 9 7 4
♣ Q J 10 9 3

♠ A K 10 8 7
♥ 8 6 2
♦ Q 6
♣ A K 2

♠ Q 9 6
♥ 10 7 5 4
♦ 10 8 3
♣ 6 5 4

N

W E

S

EW 2♠; NS 2♥; NS 3♦; EW 2♣; Par +110: NS 3♦=



Board 17
North Deals
None Vul

♠ J 5
♥ J 9 6 4
♦ A J 3
♣ K 8 6 5

♠ A Q 8 7 6 3
♥ K Q
♦ K 10 5 4
♣ J

♠ K 4
♥ 10 7 3 2
♦ Q 8 2
♣ A 7 4 3

♠ 10 9 2
♥ A 8 5
♦ 9 7 6
♣ Q 10 9 2

N

W E

S

EW 4♠; EW 2N; EW 3♦; EW 1♥; NS 1♣; Par −420: EW 4♠=



Board 18
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 10 7 6 4
♥ Q 9 4
♦ K 6
♣ K 9 6

♠ 9 2
♥ A 10 8
♦ Q 10 9 7 5 3 2
♣ 2

♠ J 5 3
♥ 7 5 2
♦ A J
♣ J 10 8 4 3

♠ K Q 8
♥ K J 6 3
♦ 8 4
♣ A Q 7 5

N

W E

S

NS 4♠; N 3N; NS 2♥; NS 3♣; EW 2♦; Par +500: EW 5♦×−3

4 ♠ will make, probably with an overtrick if East leads a diamond. Note also that North can make 
3 NT whereas the same contract played by South should result in a four trick defeat! Also, E/W 
have a good save in 5 ♦ which will result in a loss of -500 compared to -620 if N/S make 4 ♠.

Saints & Sinners

At two tables South opened 1 NT, both Wests bid 2 ♦ and both Norths simply bid 3 NT and 
never showed their five card spade suit which would have steered the partnership into the much 
safer 4 ♠. 3 NT at both tables failed by FOUR tricks. Sinner status to both Norths.

At four tables E/W reached 5 ♦. At three tables the contract was Doubled.  At one table declarer  
took an anti-percentage line in the play of the diamond suit and finished four down when South 
didn't have the hoped for singleton ♦ K! The resultant -800 penalty cost E/W -6 Imps whereas --
500 would have seen E/W score +1.40 Imps.  Sinner status to declarer.

At two other tables West declared 5 ♦x and lost only -500 which was worth +1.40 Imps to E/W.

At a fourth table West declared 5 ♦ UNDOUBLED!!! Declarer at this table also took an anti-
percentage line in the play of the trump suit and finished four down despite which E/W scored a 
whopping +7.40 Imps.  Sinner status to N/S (mostly North) for not applying a Penalty Double.

At thirteen tables N/S contracted 4S. At two tables South was declarer and duly lost two 
diamonds and ♥ A whereas at all other tables North was declarer and scored eleven tricks when 
East led ♦ A.  

At one table South, having opened 1 ♥, became declarer in 4 ♥.  You will note from the list of 
Makeable Contracts that a heart contract can be held to EIGHT tricks! How so? Simple! E/W 
leads a club and West then wins the first heart with ♥ A and plays a diamond to East who then 
gives partner a club ruff. A second diamond, won by East, sees West score a second club ruff! 
West DID lead her singleton club but failed to rise with ♥ A on the first OR second round of the 
trump suit and put partner on lead for a club ruff...or two! Sinner status to West.



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 3 2
♥ Q 8
♦ A 9 8 4 2
♣ 10 9 5 3

♠ J 8
♥ A J 10 7 5 3
♦ Q 7
♣ Q 6 4

♠ Q 9 7
♥ K
♦ K J 10 6 5
♣ A K 8 7

♠ A K 10 6 5 4
♥ 9 6 4 2
♦ 3
♣ J 2

N

W E

S

EW 4N; EW 2♥; EW 3♦; EW 2♣; EW 1♠; Par −630: EW 3N+1



Board 20
West Deals
Both Vul

♠ Q 9 6
♥ J 9 4
♦ K 10 7 2
♣ K 5 3

♠ A 8 7
♥ 10 7 6 3
♦ 9 3
♣ J 8 7 6

♠ K J
♥ A 8 2
♦ Q 8 6 5 4
♣ 10 4 2

♠ 10 5 4 3 2
♥ K Q 5
♦ A J
♣ A Q 9

N

W E

S

NS 3♠; NS 2N; NS 2♥; NS 2♦; NS 1♣; Par +140: NS 1♠+2



Board 21
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 7 6 4
♥ A Q 2
♦ 10 2
♣ K Q 4 2

♠ 8 5
♥ J 8 6
♦ A 8 7 5
♣ A 9 8 7

♠ K Q J 9 2
♥ K 10 7
♦ K Q J 3
♣ 10

♠ 10 3
♥ 9 5 4 3
♦ 9 6 4
♣ J 6 5 3

N

W E

S

EW 4♠; EW 3N; EW 5♦; EW 2♥; W 2♣; E 1♣; Par −420: EW 4♠=

3 NT can make. Various combinations of tricks can contribute to the nine needed for the contract, 
e.g. 4 spades, 4 diamonds, 1 club... OR, 2 spades, 1 heart, 4 diamonds, 2 clubs...OR 2 spades, 2 
hearts, 4 diamonds, 1 club. Note also that diamonds can be used carefully to create TWO entries 
to the West hand. Cash ♦ KQ and then overtake ♦ J with ♦ A and subsequently ♦ 3 can be 
overtaken by ♦ 8 in the West hand. BUT declarer will need to think the play through carefully, in 
particular if the defense play club winners forcing declarer to make discards from the East hand! 
Form your plan before you start playing!

Saints & Sinners

Five pairs reached 3 NT with the E/W hands. At all tables North opened 1 ♣ and East either 
made a Takeout Double or overcalled 1 ♠. At four tables West subsequently declared 3 NT...at 
the fifth table East declared 3 NT. One declarer was successful.

At one table North led ♠ 4 despite East having bid spades. Declarer won with dummy's ♠ J and 
then played ♦ 3 to her ♦ A and continued with ♠ 8, rising with dummy's ♠ Q as South's ♠ 10 
fortuitously dropped! Declarer continued with ♠ 9, South discarding ♥ 4 as declarer discarded 
♣ 7 from hand. North won with ♠ A and switched to ♣ 2, dummy's ♣ 10, South's ♣ J and 
declarer's ♣ A. Declarer now scampered for home by cashing her diamond and spade winners 
and duly emerged with nine tricks!

At another table North led ♣ 2 to dummy's ♣ 10, South's ♣ J...and declarer ducked. South 
returned ♣ 6 club to declarer's ♣ 8, North's ♣ Q as declarer fatally discarded ♥ 7 from dummy. 
[Note: North can now safely switch to a heart, dummy's ♥ 10 or ♥ K winning BUT North can 
then cash ♥ AQ at next opportunity. Declarer should have discarded a spade or even a diamond.] 
North continued with ♣ 4, thus handing declarer a second club trick with ♣ 9! Declarer now has 
a chance by establishing dummy's spades and thus score 4 spades, 4 diamonds, 2 clubs although 
N/S can score two major suit aces and two clubs to hold declarer to nine tricks... BUT, declarer 
took her eye off the ball and won the third club needlessly with ♣ A instead of ♣ 9 thus creating 
a third club winner for N/S. Declarer duly finished one down. Sinner status to declarer and also 
to North who should have switched to a small heart at trick three.  



Board 21
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 7 6 4
♥ A Q 2
♦ 10 2
♣ K Q 4 2

♠ 8 5
♥ J 8 6
♦ A 8 7 5
♣ A 9 8 7

♠ K Q J 9 2
♥ K 10 7
♦ K Q J 3
♣ 10

♠ 10 3
♥ 9 5 4 3
♦ 9 6 4
♣ J 6 5 3

N

W E

S

EW 4♠; EW 3N; EW 5♦; EW 2♥; W 2♣; E 1♣; Par −420: EW 4♠=

Saints & Sinners

At another table North also led ♣ 2, South playing ♣ J and declarer winning with ♣ A. Declarer 
played a spade to dummy's ♠ J and returned to hand via ♦ A and led another spade, North 
ducking again as dummy's ♠ Q won, South's ♠ 10 crucially falling. Declarer simply needs to 
continue with ♠ K (or ♠ 9) to establish two more spade winners to make her contract...BUT 
declarer now cashed dummy's ♦ KQJ and then played ♠ K, North winning with ♠ A. North now 
cashed ♣ KQ and declarer was forced to discard ♠ 2, ♥ 7. North then exited on a spade to 
dummy's ♠ 9 and declarer now had to lead a heart AWAY from dummy's ♥ K10, North scoring 
♥ AQ. Saintly status to North, Murt Scarry, for a well executed throw-in at the end forcing 
declarer to lead AWAY from ♥ K10. Declarer could have made the contract by playing spades 
from the top and not using her DA prematurely. On ♣ KQ declarer could then discard ♥ 7 and a 
diamond (any one will do once suit breaks 3-2) whilst retaining ♦ A875 in hand. 

At a third table, North also led ♣ 2 to dummy's ♣ 10, South's ♣ J and declarer's ♣ A. West 
played a spade to dummy's ♠ J, returned to hand via ♦ A and then finessed dummy's ♠ 9 losing 
to South's ♠ 10. There was no recovery for declarer  as North now cashed ♣ KQ, ♠ A, ♥ A for a 
one trick defeat. A 50% chance that did not come off on this occasion. I'm always reluctant to 
take a finesse early in the play unless there is no other option. Declarer could have done better.    

At the fourth table East was declarer and South led ♣ 3, declarer playing low from dummy as 
North won with ♣ Q, declarer's ♣ 10 falling. North now switched to ♥ 2 and declarer should 
have let the heart round to dummy's ♥ J but actually rose with ♥ K. Despite this declarer was still 
on target for nine tricks when she led ♠ K from hand, North winning with ♠ A, cashing ♥ AQ 
and then exiting on ♠ 4. Declarer rose with ♠ Q, dropping South's ♠ 10 and should have 
claimed... BUT, declarer cashed ♦ KQJ and ♠ K and then led a diamond to dummy's ♦ A, 
leaving the winning ♠ 92 isolated and inaccessible. Declarer now cashed ♣ A and then conceded 
the last trick to North's ♣ K. Sinner status to declarer for lack of concentration and failure to 
realise that ♠ 9 was a winner! 



Board 21
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 7 6 4
♥ A Q 2
♦ 10 2
♣ K Q 4 2

♠ 8 5
♥ J 8 6
♦ A 8 7 5
♣ A 9 8 7

♠ K Q J 9 2
♥ K 10 7
♦ K Q J 3
♣ 10

♠ 10 3
♥ 9 5 4 3
♦ 9 6 4
♣ J 6 5 3

N

W E

S

EW 4♠; EW 3N; EW 5♦; EW 2♥; W 2♣; E 1♣; Par −420: EW 4♠=
Saints & Sinners

At three tables North declared 1 NT and was left to play there! Declarers emerged with five, four, 
and three tricks respectively!  Whereas E/W can score ten tricks via 4 spades, 1 heart, 4 
diamonds and 1 club, declarer can always score four tricks ahead of the defense via 1 spade, 1 
heart, 2 clubs. So, the defense slipped up where declarer emerged with five tricks whereas 
declarer erred where the defense scored ten tricks! 

At one table North opened 1 ♣, East overcalled 1 ♠ and South and West passed. North should 
have Passed but instead made an injudicious rebid of 1 NT.  East led top spades, declarer 
winning the third round and then playing a club to dummy's ♣ J. West won with ♣ A and 
switched to a diamond and E/W duly scored 4 spades, 4 diamonds and 1 club to leave declarer 
with four tricks and a loss of -300 instead of -170 for 1 ♠+3! Sinner status to North.  

At a second table North opened 1 NT which was followed by three Passes. East led top spades, 
declarer winning the second round with ♠ A. Declarer played ♣ Q from hand, West winning with 
♣ A. West now found a slightly unorthodox switch of ♥ J (note ♥ 9543 in dummy!) which could 
have been disastrous for the defense if declarer held ♥ KQ10 and ♦ K! BUT, declarer who surely 
knew that she was staring at 4 spade losers, at least 4 diamond losers, as well as ♣ A, should 
have risen with ♥ A and cashed her club winners...if the clubs are breaking she has 5 tricks! 
BUT, declarer played ♥ Q from hand which lost to East's ♥ K. Declarer then made a fatal discard 
of ♣ J from dummy on East's ♠ J! East cashed her remaining spade winners as West discarded 
♦ 5, ♦ 7 in that order. (Could West have discarded them in reverse order and communicated a 
message to partner?). East then led ♦ K and West, now holding ♦ A9, followed low. East 
continued with ♦ Q, crashing West's ♦ A. West now switched to ♥ 8, declarer winning perforce 
with ♥ A. With ♣ K42 in hand and ♣ 65, ♦ 9 in dummy, declarer scored just the ♣ K to finish 
four down. If declarer had not previously discarded ♣ J from dummy she would have emerged 
with four tricks. Sinner status to declarer. And Sinner status also to E/W who managed to 
block the diamond suit and only scored two of their four TOP diamonds tricks! After winning 
♣ A, West should surely switch to a diamond given that dummy holds four hearts and only three 
diamonds. And if switching to a heart, West should switch to a small heart given that she doesn't 
hold at least ♥ J10x.



Board 21
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 7 6 4
♥ A Q 2
♦ 10 2
♣ K Q 4 2

♠ 8 5
♥ J 8 6
♦ A 8 7 5
♣ A 9 8 7

♠ K Q J 9 2
♥ K 10 7
♦ K Q J 3
♣ 10

♠ 10 3
♥ 9 5 4 3
♦ 9 6 4
♣ J 6 5 3

N

W E

S

EW 4♠; EW 3N; EW 5♦; EW 2♥; W 2♣; E 1♣; Par −420: EW 4♠=

Saints & Sinners

At the third table North opened 1 ♣, East overcalled 1 ♠ and South and West passed. North 
should have Passed but instead made the injudicious rebid of 1 NT.  East led top spades, declarer 
winning the third round as West made the fatal discard of ♣ 8! This would prove costly. Upon 
winning with ♠ A, declarer played a club to East's ♣ 10, dummy's ♣ J and West's ♣ A. West now 
switched to ♥ 6, declarer finessing ♥ Q as East won with ♥ K. East now cashed ♠ 9 on which 
West discarded ♦ 5. East now cashed ♦ KQ, and when West followed low on both tricks the 
defense could no longer score four diamond winners! East next cashed ♠ 2 and then rejected 
another diamond winner by continuing with ♥ 7 instead of playing another diamond! Declarer 
won the trick, perforce, with ♥ A and then cashed three club winners to finish a mere two down. 
Sinner status to E/W for turning TEN defensive tricks (4 spades, 4 diamonds, 1 heart, and 1 
club, into a mere eight winners!!! West, holding four clubs and given North's opening bid of 1 ♣, 
should not have discarded a club. 

At five tables E/W declared a diamond partscore, making ten or eleven tricks depending on 
whether declarer was able to avoid losing two heart tricks. That means leading a heart 
TOWARDS ♥ K107.

At one table declarer could have been held to NINE tricks! North opened 1 ♣, East overcalled 
1 ♠, South Passed and West bid 1 NT. East rebid 2 ♦ which was followed by three Passes. South 
led a club, dummy's ♣ A winning the trick. Declarer now led a spade, North following low as 
declarer won with ♠ K. Declarer cashed ♦ K and continued with ♦ 3 to dummy's ♦ A. Declarer 
led dummy's second spade and North rose with ♠ A, as South followed with ♠ 10...surely a 
doubleton. If North continues with a third spade South cannot be prevented from scoring a ruff 
with her ♦ 9! A heart to North's ♥ A leaves declarer with a mere mine tricks! BUT, North 
continued with ♣ K, declarer ruffing with ♦ J and cashing ♦ Q. Declarer now cashed three more 
spades, discarding two clubs and a heart from dummy. Declarer duly lost two hearts and emerged 
with ten tricks.       



Board 21
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 7 6 4
♥ A Q 2
♦ 10 2
♣ K Q 4 2

♠ 8 5
♥ J 8 6
♦ A 8 7 5
♣ A 9 8 7

♠ K Q J 9 2
♥ K 10 7
♦ K Q J 3
♣ 10

♠ 10 3
♥ 9 5 4 3
♦ 9 6 4
♣ J 6 5 3

N

W E

S

EW 4♠; EW 3N; EW 5♦; EW 2♥; W 2♣; E 1♣; Par −420: EW 4♠=

Saints & Sinners

At another table West declared 2 ♦ after North opened 1 ♣, East made a Takeout Double, West 
bid 1 ♦, North bid 1 ♠ and East bid 2 ♦. North led ♦ 10, declarer winning with dummy's ♦ J. 
Declarer continued with a diamond to her ♦ A and a third diamond won by dummy's ♦ Q on 
which North helpfully (for declarer) discarded ♠ 4! Declarer now led dummy's ♠ K, North 
winning with ♠ A. North next played ♣ K, declarer winning in hand with ♣ A. Declarer now 
cashed four more spade winners discarding two clubs and a heart from hand and eventually led a 
heart from dummy, losing two hearts to North's ♥ AQ.  Ten tricks to declarer who could have 
scored an eleventh by leading a heart towards dummy's ♥ K after winning with ♣ A. North 
assuredly has ♥ A and dummy's losing heart can be ruffed with declarer's fourth diamond! 
Thinking ahead! 

At a third table, North opened 1 ♣, East overcalled 1 ♠, West bid 1 NT and East bid 2 ♦ which 
closed the auction. South led a club, declarer winning with dummy's ♣ A. Declarer played three 
top diamonds ending in dummy with ♦ A as North discarded ♠ 4 on the third round of trumps.  
Declarer played spades from the top, North winning the second round and then exiting on a spade 
to declarer's ♠ Q. Declarer duly led a heart from hand and thus conceded two heart tricks to 
North and emerged with ten tricks.

At two other tables E/W emerged with eleven tricks in a diamond contract. At one table North 
won a trick with ♠ A and promptly cashed ♥ A thus leaving declarer with an established ♥ K and 
a trump still in dummy to ruff the third heart having discarded a heart from hand on dummy's 
spade winners. 

At the other table, North cashed ♠ A at trick one and continued with a spade to dummy's ♠ J, 
South's vital ♠ 10 falling. Thus declarer was able to draw trumps, cash spade winners while 
discarding a couple of hearts from hand and then play a club to her ♣ A and lead ♥ J. North rose 
with ♥ A and declarer subsequently scored a trick with ♥ K and ruffed dummy's third heart in 
hand. Eleven tricks to declarer. 



Board 21
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 7 6 4
♥ A Q 2
♦ 10 2
♣ K Q 4 2

♠ 8 5
♥ J 8 6
♦ A 8 7 5
♣ A 9 8 7

♠ K Q J 9 2
♥ K 10 7
♦ K Q J 3
♣ 10

♠ 10 3
♥ 9 5 4 3
♦ 9 6 4
♣ J 6 5 3

N

W E

S

EW 4♠; EW 3N; EW 5♦; EW 2♥; W 2♣; E 1♣; Par −420: EW 4♠=
Saints & Sinners

A spade contract was reached at eight tables with declarers emerging with 8, 9, 10, or in one 
case, 11 tricks!  At one table East overcalled North's 1 NT with 2 ♠. South led ♣ 3, Dummy's 
♣ A winning the trick. Declarer played a spade to her ♠ J and then led ♦ 3 to dummy's ♦ A and 
led a second spade. North rose with ♠ A as, South's ♠ 10 dropped. North next played ♣ K, 
declarer ruffing with ♠ 9. Declarer now simply needs to draw North's two remaining and then 
cash her remaining diamond winners to land nine tricks via 4 spades, 4 diamonds, 1 club... BUT, 
declarer cashed only ONE top trump and then played diamonds, North ruffing the third round 
with ♠ 7. North continued with a club forcing declarer to ruff with her last trump and cash ♦ J on 
which North discarded ♥ 2. Declarer next had to lead a heart AWAY from her ♥ K107, North 
winning with ♥ Q and then cashing ♥ A, ♣ Q leaving declarer with just eight tricks! Sinner 
status to declarer.

At the other extreme, East at another table also overcalled North's 1 NT (12-15) with 2 ♠. South 
found the unfortunate lead (for the defense) of ♠ 10, declarer winning in hand with ♠ K and with 
the tempo firmly in her favour! Declarer played a second spade to dummy's ♠ 8, North again 
ducking. Declarer now led a diamond to her ♦ K and continued with ♠ Q, North winning with 
♠ A as South discarded ♥ 2. North continued with ♦ 10, declarer winning in hand with ♦ Q. 
Declarer now cashed ♠ J drawing North's last trump as South discarded ♥ 4.   Declarer now led a 
club to dummy's ♣ A and continued with ♥ J, North rising with ♥ A as South followed with a 
third small heart, an almost certain guarantee that North held ♥ Q! Declarer ruffed the club return 
and then cashed two diamonds, ending in dummy, and scored the last two tricks with ♥ K10. 
Well played and Saintly status to declarer, Louise Mitchell. [Note: It only seems like yesterday 
that Louise played regularly in the Galway Bridge Centre with her sister Michelle, both still in 
secondary school, and her parents, Claude (RIP) & Florence.] 

At three other tables East played a spade part-score, all declarers emerging with nine tricks. At 
three other tables East scored ten tricks, in one case where South led a heart and at another table 
where North discarded ♥ Q to retain ♣ Q even though declarer had already ruffed a club in hand! 
At the third table South led a club and in the end game, North retained the ♥ AQ, ♣ Q instead of 
♥ A, ♣ Q4 which could give the defense three tricks instead of two if South retained ♥ 9, ♣ J6. 



Board 22
East Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 4 3
♥ 10 8 5 4
♦ Q 5 3
♣ K J 7 5

♠ A Q 7 2
♥ A K 6 3
♦ J 4
♣ A 4 2

♠ J 10 9 8 6
♥ Q J 9
♦ 8 7 6 2
♣ 6

♠ K 5
♥ 7 2
♦ A K 10 9
♣ Q 10 9 8 3

N

W E

S

EW 5♠; EW 3N; EW 3♥; NS 2♣; EW 1♦; Par −650: EW 5♠=



Board 23
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ J
♥ J 8
♦ Q J 5 4
♣ A K 8 7 6 3

♠ 9 5 3
♥ A Q 10 7 6
♦ K 10 9 6
♣ 10

♠ A K 7 6 4
♥ 3 2
♦ 8 7 3
♣ Q 5 2

♠ Q 10 8 2
♥ K 9 5 4
♦ A 2
♣ J 9 4

N

W E

S

EW 2♠; NS 1N; NS 2♣; EW 1♥; EW 1♦; Par −110: EW 2♠=



Board 24
West Deals
None Vul

♠ J 4 2
♥ Q J 7 6
♦ A 9 8
♣ 10 5 3

♠ A Q
♥ 5 4
♦ 10 4
♣ A K Q J 9 6 4

♠ 10 9 8 7 6
♥ 9 3
♦ K 7 6 3
♣ 8 7

♠ K 5 3
♥ A K 10 8 2
♦ Q J 5 2
♣ 2

N

W E

S

NS 3♥; EW 4♣; EW 1N; EW 1♠; NS 1♦; Par −100: NS 4♥×−1


