
TRIBES BRIDGE CLUB - 50th ANNIVERSARY:  1971 - 2021

Greetings!  Apologies that this is arriving a little later than usual.  A certain horse called Bob 
Olinger was successful in Cheltenham on Wednesday which caused one of my sons to invest in a 
bottle of Bollinger to celebrate the win and that left me none the better for working on bridge 
analysis that evening! 

Herewith find attached the analysis of selected hands played last Thursday, 11th March 2021, in 
the Tribes Bridge Club BBO IMPs Pairs.

Another set of interesting hands with several declarer play and defensive problems which many 
found challenging. This week I have analysed six hands in varying degrees of detail: Board# 1, 
16, 18, 19, 23, 24    I have also included brief comments on two other hands: Board # 14, 22.

In total there are thirty-four pages of analysis/comment.
 
Board#1 seems like an innocuous 4 ♥ or 3 NT but some found the going tough and with a 75% 
play not proving successful it was curtains for some declarers. And one or two defenders missed 
an opportunity to score big!

Board#16 sees declarer tackle a very tricky 3 NT which some found too difficult to bring home. 
And in some cases declarer didn't bring the contract home but the defense helped it over the line, 
unintentionally of course!

Board#18 sees declarer tackle another very tricky 3 NT or 5 ♦ which some found too hard to 
handle. 

Board#19 sees declarer negotiate a very delicate 3 NT in which six declarers brought home 
eleven tricks while two others only managed five tricks! And there were others in between!

Board#23 brightened my day! I had briefly looked at it after competition finished and noted a 
sequence of plays that would give declarer a chance to bring home 5 ♣ with a little unintended  
assistance from the defense. Last night I spotted that Bernie O'Callaghan had executed it 
exactly as I foresaw!  And a couple of defenders actually made a sequence of plays that I didn't 
expect many defenders to find!  An interesting hand to play, with variations depending on the 
contract!

Board#24 saw declarers in what looked like a simple 4 ♠ but a 4-0 trump break provided anxious 
moments and also exposed a serious deficiency on the part of many declarers in terms of 
appreciating what cards in a side suit are winners!    

Enjoy!

Paul J Scannell
18th March 2021



Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

♠ K 9
♥ J 7 3 2
♦ Q 5 4 2
♣ A Q 10

♠ Q J 10 4
♥ K Q 8
♦ 9 7 6 3
♣ J 2

♠ 7 6 5 3
♥ 6 4
♦ A 10 8
♣ 9 7 6 4

♠ A 8 2
♥ A 10 9 5
♦ K J
♣ K 8 5 3

N

W E

S

NS 4♥; NS 3N; NS 4♣; NS 2♠; NS 3♦; Par +420: NS 4♥=

Most N/S pairs are likely to reach 4 ♥ and careful play should see declarer home via 2 top spades 
and 1 spade ruff, 2 hearts, 1 diamond and 4 clubs, or, 2 diamonds and 3 clubs. Declarer should 
lose ♦ A and 2 hearts. But a club lead COULD see declarer lose two trumps, AND and a club 
ruff! If N/S reach 3 NT then a club lead from East gives declarer an easy nine tricks. BUT, a 
spade lead could see declarer loser lose 2 spades, 2 hearts, 1 diamond.  The double-finesse in 
hearts offers a 75% chance of restricting heart losers to one trick...but doesn't work on this hand! 

Saints & Sinners

Game was bid at all 21 tables with 5 N/S pairs reaching 3 NT and 16 pairs bidding 4 ♥. Of those 
that reached 3 NT one declarer emerged with ten tricks, two with nine and two declarers fell 
below the waterline! At one table North opened 1 NT which partner raised to 3 NT which 
explains why they didn't find their heart fit! East led ♣ 4 (♣ 7 is better...2nd highest from a suit 
without an honour), West contributing ♣ J as declarer won with ♣ Q. Declare now played a 
diamond, dummy's ♦ J winning. Declarer now played a club to her ♣ 10 and continued with ♥ J 
losing to West's ♥ Q. West played ♦ 6 to East's ♦ A, dummy's ♦ K falling. East continued with 
♣ 7 to declarer's ♣ A as West fatally discarded ♦ 7 thus promoting a third diamond winner for 
declarer who now finessed ♥ 9 to West's ♥ K. West exited on ♦ 9 to declarer's ♦ Q. Declarer 
now played a heart to dummy's ♥ A, cashed ♥ 10, ♣ K and ♠ AK for ten tricks! West might have 
tried a switch to ♠ Q after winning the first heart. And East might have tried a spade lead in the 
absence of a Stayman enquiry from South. But, no Saints or Sinners here. 

At another table North opened 1 ♣ and South bid an old style 3 NT...1 ♥ is recommended. 
Against 3 NT West led ♠ Q, declarer playing ♠ 9 from dummy as East contributed S♠ 3 (perhaps 
a 'count' signal might be helpful to West?), as declarer won with ♠ A. Declarer continued with 
♦ K, East winning with ♦ A. East played a second spade, declarer winning perforce with 
dummy's ♠ K. Declarer now led a diamond to her ♦ J and then played a club to dummy's ♣ A. 
Declarer now cashed ♣ Q followed by ♦ Q and then ♣ Q, West discarding ♠ 10. Declarer then 
played a heart to her ♥ A and cashed ♣ K for nine tricks.  This is a lucky make...finding ♣ J 
doubleton. I suspect that that many experienced players would play for the double-finesse in 
hearts which offers a 75% chance of success but unfortunately fails on this hand! Such is bridge!



Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

♠ K 9
♥ J 7 3 2
♦ Q 5 4 2
♣ A Q 10

♠ Q J 10 4
♥ K Q 8
♦ 9 7 6 3
♣ J 2

♠ 7 6 5 3
♥ 6 4
♦ A 10 8
♣ 9 7 6 4

♠ A 8 2
♥ A 10 9 5
♦ K J
♣ K 8 5 3

N

W E

S

NS 4♥; NS 3N; NS 4♣; NS 2♠; NS 3♦; Par +420: NS 4♥=

Saints & Sinners

At another table North also opened 1 NT and South at this table also jumped to 3 NT. East led 
♦ 8, dummy's ♦ J winning the trick.  Declarer played a club to her ♣ A and then finessed ♥ 9 to 
West's ♥ Q. West continued with a diamond to East's ♦ A, dummy's ♦ K falling. East continued 
with ♦ 10, declarer winning in hand with ♦ Q as declare discarded ♠ 2 from dummy. Declarer 
now led ♥ J from hand and repeated the heart finesse, losing to West's ♥ K. West then cashed 
♦ 9 thus holding declarer to nine tricks but never threatening the contract. On a diamond lead, 
declarer has 'the tempo' and can establish a second heart trick before the defense can establish 
two spade winners. Note that a spade lead (from either East or West) means that the defense have 
the tempo because they can establish 2 spade winners to add to the likely 2 heart winners, and 
♦ A. Playing with the odds doesn't always guarantee the right result but over time it means that 
you will mostly finish ahead of the posse! On this hand, from a defensive perspective, the final 
outcome probably hinges on whether or not E/W find the spade lead. No Saints or sinners here 
although declarer should be commended for choosing the more likely route to success by electing 
to play on hearts!

At two other tables North opened 1 NT and in both cases South jumped to 3 NT and at neither 
table did declarer have a happy outcome!  At one of these tables East found the best lead for the 
defense...a spade. North won the trick in hand with ♠ K and finessed ♥ 9, West winning with 
♥ K. West continued with ♠ Q, declarer winning with dummy's ♠ A. Declarer next played a club 
to her ♣ Q in hand and then repeated the heart finesse, West winning with ♥ Q, cashing two 
spades and then playing a diamond to partner's ♦ A for the setting trick. Unlucky for declarer 
(Kathleen O'Connell) who is awarded Saintly status for playing on hearts and is just a victim of 
a 25% percentage distribution of the two missing heart honours, i.e. both with West. As it turns 
out, if declarer cashes ♣ AQ BEFORE taking the first heart finesse then West's ♣ Jx falls and 
now declarer can guarantee the contract by playing on diamonds but that takes away entries to 
hand which declarer might need to take, AND repeat, the heart finesse! The double-finesse in 
hearts represents the best chances of restricting heart losers to one trick.



Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

♠ K 9
♥ J 7 3 2
♦ Q 5 4 2
♣ A Q 10

♠ Q J 10 4
♥ K Q 8
♦ 9 7 6 3
♣ J 2

♠ 7 6 5 3
♥ 6 4
♦ A 10 8
♣ 9 7 6 4

♠ A 8 2
♥ A 10 9 5
♦ K J
♣ K 8 5 3

N

W E

S

NS 4♥; NS 3N; NS 4♣; NS 2♠; NS 3♦; Par +420: NS 4♥=

Saints & Sinners

At the second table declarer received the lead of a club thus giving declare an easy road to nine 
tricks via 2 spades, 1 heart, 2 diamonds, 4 clubs. Declarer simply needs to play on diamonds to 
secure nine tricks while being careful about communications between the two hands! BUT, 
declarer won with ♣ Q as West contributed ♣ J. Declarer next played a diamond to dummy's ♦ J 
and then made the anti-percentage play of leading a heart away from dummy's ♥ A. [This play 
will lose whenever East holds ♥ Qx (or ♥ Kx) and West holds ♥ Kxx or ♥ Qxx where leading a 
heart TOWARDS dummy's ♥ A109x will produce three tricks whenever East holds ♥ Kx(x) or 
♥ Qx(x) or ♥ KQx.] West rose with ♥ K (I prefer to play ♥ Q thus letting partner know that I 
also have the ♥ K!).  West now found the threatening switch of ♠ Q, declarer ducking. Declarer 
won the spade continuation in hand with ♠ K and repeated the heart finesse losing to West's ♥ Q. 
West played another spade to dummy's stiff ♠ A. Declarer now holds ♥ 73, ♦ Q5, ♣ A10 while 
dummy holds ♥ A10, ♦ K, ♣ K85. Declarer has already scored four tricks and simply needs to 
unravel five more trick to make the contract which means playing the cards in a very specific 
order!  This simply requires declarer to cash ♣ A10 and then play a heart to dummy's ♥ A and 
cash ♣ K, ♥ 10 for nine tricks. BUT, declarer cashed ♥ A10 and then led ♦ K, East winning 
with ♦ A and then playing a spade to West's ♠ 10 for one down. Sinner status to declarer.              

At two tables declarer emerged with ELEVEN tricks in 4 ♥. At one of these tables West led ♠ Q, 
declarer winning with dummy's ♠ K. Declarer then erred by leading ♥ J (this will cost a trick if 
East holds a singleton ♥ K or ♥ Q OR if West holds ♥ KQ8x.. correct play is to lead a small 
heart towards ♥ A1095 and finesse ♥ 10 (or ♥ 9). Declarer can subsequently lead ♥ J from 
dummy.) West won with ♥ Q and switched to ♣ 2, declarer playing ♣ 10 from dummy. Declarer 
now repeated the heart finesse, West winning with ♥ K. West now reverted to spades by playing 
S♠ J, declarer winning in hand with S♠ A. Declarer now cashed ♥ A, drawing West's ♥ 8 as 
East  discarded ♣ 6. Declarer next cashed dummy's ♣ AQ, West discarding ♠ 4 and then played a 
diamond to her ♦ K and then continued with ♦ J from hand. East ducked once too often and 
declarer then cashed ♣ K discarding ♦ 5 from dummy and then ruffed ♠ 8 with dummy's ♥ 7 and 
finally ruffed ♦ Q in hand with ♥ 10.  Saintly status to declarer, Rhona Bolger. And Sinner 
status to East for going to bed with ♦ A.

West led C2 against Souths 4H (North opened 1D). 



Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

♠ K 9
♥ J 7 3 2
♦ Q 5 4 2
♣ A Q 10

♠ Q J 10 4
♥ K Q 8
♦ 9 7 6 3
♣ J 2

♠ 7 6 5 3
♥ 6 4
♦ A 10 8
♣ 9 7 6 4

♠ A 8 2
♥ A 10 9 5
♦ K J
♣ K 8 5 3

N

W E

S

NS 4♥; NS 3N; NS 4♣; NS 2♠; NS 3♦; Par +420: NS 4♥=

Saints & Sinners

At the second table table declarer also emerged with ELEVEN tricks in 4 ♥. At this table North 
declared after South used Stayman. East led ♠ 3 to West's ♠ Q...BOTH plays wrong...East should 
lead ♠ 6, second highest card from a suit with no honour...And West should play ♠ 10 (the 
lowest in a sequence) which doesn't deny ♠ AKQJ but does deny ♠ 9!  Declarer won with ♠ K 
and finessed ♥ 10 losing to West's ♥ Q. West now played ♠ J, dummy's ♠ A winning the trick. 
Declarer now made an unusual and potentially costly play when she led ♥ 5 FROM dummy 
instead of leading a club to dummy and then repeating the heart finesse which offers a 75% 
chance of keeping trump losers to a single trick!  West must have been mesmerised by the play 
because she went to sleep and followed with ♥ 8 as declarer won with ♥ J. West's play was made 
without simple thought! Even if partner holds the ♥ J it cannot cost for West to rise with ♥ K 
because clearly East has only two hearts, at most! Declarer duly cashed ♥ A, dropping West's 
♥ K and subsequently lost only more trick to East's ♦ A. Sinner status to West. And Sinner 
status also to declarer for adopting an anti-percentage approach to the play of the trump suit. 
Yes, it didn't matter on this hand but the correct play is the repeated heart finesse which wins 
whenever East holds either or both missing heart honours!  

At ten other tables N/S scored ten tricks in 4 ♥. At one table declarer walked on eggshells! East 
led a club declarer winning in hand and finessing a heart which lost to West's ♥ Q. West 
continued with a club, declarer winning in hand with ♣ 10. Declarer now repeated the heart 
finesse, losing to West's ♥ K. West now played ♦ 9 and North played low...and East's moment of 
stardom came...and then went almost as quickly when he failed to rise with ♦ A and give his 
partner a club ruff!!! How could East know that he could give partner a club ruff. Because if East 
was following the play of the club suit CAREFULLY he would appreciate that there is only one 
club outstanding...♣ A. Remember that  two full rounds have already been played (8 cards) and 
dummy still holds ♣ K8 and East is looking at ♣ 76. Declarer made a mistake by not winning 
one of the first two rounds with ♣ A. Clearly declarer is holding ♣ A. East should rise with ♦ A 
and play a third club which West would ruff with ♥ 8 leaving declarer one down instead of 
making! Sinner status to East.



Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

♠ K 9
♥ J 7 3 2
♦ Q 5 4 2
♣ A Q 10

♠ Q J 10 4
♥ K Q 8
♦ 9 7 6 3
♣ J 2

♠ 7 6 5 3
♥ 6 4
♦ A 10 8
♣ 9 7 6 4

♠ A 8 2
♥ A 10 9 5
♦ K J
♣ K 8 5 3

N

W E

S

NS 4♥; NS 3N; NS 4♣; NS 2♠; NS 3♦; Par +420: NS 4♥=

Saints & Sinners

At another table South declared 4 ♥ and West led ♣ J. East viewing dummy's holding of ♣ AQ10 
should appreciate that partner is leading from a short suit (singleton or doubleton). When West 
wins the first heart and continues with ♣ 2 East should try and give a suit-preference signal to 
West indicating that he play a diamond rather than a spade if he regains the lead!  Unfortunately, 
but perhaps understandably, West shifted to ♠ Q after winning the second heart and thus never 
got the club ruff! Ten tricks to declarer.

At one table declarer cashed ♥ A on the first round of trumps instead of double-finessing. Sinner 
status to declarer.

At all other tables the respective declarers safely negotiated ten tricks by repeating the heart 
finesse when a club had not been led and thus a club ruff was not imminent.



Board 2
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ K 10 8 6 4 2
♥ 7 5
♦ 3
♣ A K J 6

♠ 7 3
♥ K Q J 4
♦ K Q 6
♣ 8 7 4 3

♠ 5
♥ 10 8 3 2
♦ A J 9 8 5
♣ Q 10 2

♠ A Q J 9
♥ A 9 6
♦ 10 7 4 2
♣ 9 5

N

W E

S

NS 5♠; NS 2N; EW 2♦; EW 1♥; NS 1♣; Par +650: NS 5♠=



Board 3
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ K 3
♥ K 10 9 6 5 3
♦ K 9
♣ A 8 7

♠ A Q 10 7 4 2
♥ A 7 4
♦ 6 5 3
♣ J

♠ 8
♥ J 8 2
♦ J 7 4 2
♣ 10 9 6 5 3

♠ J 9 6 5
♥ Q
♦ A Q 10 8
♣ K Q 4 2

N

W E

S

NS 3N; NS 3♥; NS 3♦; NS 3♣; NS 1♠; Par +400: NS 3N=



Board 4
West Deals
Both Vul

♠ J 8 7 4 2
♥ 9 7 5 4 3
♦ K 5
♣ 6

♠ A 5 3
♥ A
♦ J 9 8 2
♣ Q J 10 9 2

♠ Q 10 9 6
♥ K Q 2
♦ 10 7 6 3
♣ 7 3

♠ K
♥ J 10 8 6
♦ A Q 4
♣ A K 8 5 4

N

W E

S

NS 3♥; EW 1N; EW 1♠; EW 1♦; EW 1♣; Par +140: NS 2♥+1



Board 5
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ 8 6 2
♥ A 10 9 3
♦ 6 5
♣ K 9 5 2

♠ A
♥ K Q J 7 2
♦ A Q 9 8 4
♣ J 7

♠ 10 9 7 5 3
♥ 6
♦ 10 7 3
♣ A 10 6 3

♠ K Q J 4
♥ 8 5 4
♦ K J 2
♣ Q 8 4

N

W E

S

EW 5♦; EW 3♥; EW 2♠; EW 1N; EW 2♣; Par −400: EW 5♦=



Board 6
East Deals
E-W Vul

♠ J 7 5 4
♥ K 4 3
♦ 5 4
♣ 9 8 7 3

♠ 8 6
♥ A Q 9 5
♦ K Q 10 2
♣ A Q 5

♠ Q 10 9 2
♥ J 10 7 6
♦ A 8 7
♣ J 6

♠ A K 3
♥ 8 2
♦ J 9 6 3
♣ K 10 4 2

N

W E

S

E 4N; EW 4♥; W 3N; EW 4♦; EW 2♠; EW 1♣; Par −630: E 3N+1



Board 7
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ K 7 6 3 2
♥ A K 3 2
♦ 8 5
♣ J 9

♠ Q 9 5
♥ Q 10 7
♦ K J 10
♣ 8 4 3 2

♠ 4
♥ 8 6 5
♦ Q 6 4 3
♣ K 10 7 6 5

♠ A J 10 8
♥ J 9 4
♦ A 9 7 2
♣ A Q

N

W E

S

NS 5♠; NS 5♥; NS 4N; NS 3♦; Par +650: NS 4♥+1; NS 4♠+1



Board 8
West Deals
None Vul

♠ K Q J
♥ K 9 7 5 2
♦ 9 8 7 6 5
♣ —

♠ 9
♥ A 10 3
♦ Q J 3
♣ J 10 9 8 7 3

♠ 10 8 7 6 4
♥ Q 6 4
♦ A 10 4 2
♣ Q

♠ A 5 3 2
♥ J 8
♦ K
♣ A K 6 5 4 2

N

W E

S

NS 1♠; NS 1♥; NS 1♣; Par +80: NS 1♥=; NS 1♠=



Board 9
North Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 6
♥ A Q 9 8 7 3
♦ A 8 4 2
♣ Q 10

♠ J 4 2
♥ 4
♦ Q 10 7 5
♣ A K 9 8 7

♠ A K 10 5 3
♥ K J 5
♦ K 9 3
♣ 5 3

♠ Q 9 8 7
♥ 10 6 2
♦ J 6
♣ J 6 4 2

N

W E

S

EW 3N; EW 3♠; EW 3♦; EW 3♣; W 1♥; Par −600: EW 3N=



Board 10
East Deals
Both Vul

♠ A K Q 3
♥ Q 7 5 4
♦ 9 2
♣ K 10 9

♠ 2
♥ K 6 3 2
♦ K Q 8 5 4 3
♣ J 3

♠ J 9 8 7
♥ J 10
♦ A J 7
♣ 8 6 5 2

♠ 10 6 5 4
♥ A 9 8
♦ 10 6
♣ A Q 7 4

N

W E

S

NS 3♠; NS 2♥; NS 3♣; NS 1N; EW 2♦; Par +140: NS 2♠+1



Board 11
South Deals
None Vul

♠ A 6
♥ A 10 5 4 3
♦ J 7
♣ K J 10 4

♠ Q 10 7 4 3
♥ 2
♦ A Q 9 6 5
♣ 7 5

♠ K J 5 2
♥ K 9 7 6
♦ 10 3 2
♣ 9 3

♠ 9 8
♥ Q J 8
♦ K 8 4
♣ A Q 8 6 2

N

W E

S

NS 3♥; EW 2♠; NS 3♣; NS 1N; EW 2♦; Par +100: EW 3♠×−1



Board 12
West Deals
N-S Vul

♠ K 10 8 3 2
♥ J 5 3
♦ 6 5
♣ 9 7 2

♠ J
♥ K 10 7 6 4
♦ A Q J 9 3
♣ K 6

♠ Q 9 7
♥ 8
♦ K 8 7 2
♣ A Q 10 5 4

♠ A 6 5 4
♥ A Q 9 2
♦ 10 4
♣ J 8 3

N

W E

S

EW 4N; EW 5♦; EW 5♣; EW 2♥; EW 1♠; Par −430: EW 3N+1



Board 13
North Deals
Both Vul

♠ A K 9
♥ J 10 9 6 5
♦ J 7 3
♣ A 8

♠ J 8 7
♥ A 7 4
♦ 10 8 4
♣ 10 7 4 3

♠ 6 5 4
♥ K Q 3 2
♦ A 9 6 5
♣ 5 2

♠ Q 10 3 2
♥ 8
♦ K Q 2
♣ K Q J 9 6

N

W E

S

NS 5♠; NS 3N; NS 5♣; NS 3♥; NS 2♦; Par +650: NS 4♠+1



Board 14
East Deals
None Vul

♠ A 7 3 2
♥ 9 7 5 2
♦ Q 10
♣ J 5 4

♠ K 8 6 5 4
♥ Q 10 6
♦ 8 6
♣ 10 7 6

♠ 9
♥ A K J 8 4 3
♦ K 9
♣ A K 9 2

♠ Q J 10
♥ —
♦ A J 7 5 4 3 2
♣ Q 8 3

N

W E

S

E 4♥; W 3♥; NS 4♦; EW 2♣; E 1♠; Par −100: NS 5♦×−1

East CAN make 4 ♥ if declarer ducks the ♠ Q and then cover ♠ J. Declarer can then ruff out 
South's ♠ 10 and discard a losing diamond on dummy's ♠ 8. But natural instincts are hard to 
overcome and most declarers will likely cover ♠ Q with dummy's ♠ K. A diamond switch from 
North now sees South score two diamond tricks and N/S can then sit back and wait for the 
eventual club trick!   Note also that if declarer ducks the spade lead, North can rise with ♠ A and 
switch to a diamond, South scoring two tricks in the suit...BUT, declarer can then enter dummy 
with a trump and cash ♠ K, discarding a club from hand, and then ruff a spade in hand, 
establishing dummy's ♠ 8. Declarer can then re-enter dummy with a second trump and cash ♠ 8, 
discarding a second club and thereby still emerge with ten tricks! 

If played by West, then North can lead ♦ Q, South cashing two diamond winners before 
switching to ♠ Q.  As before, declarer can establish ♠ 8 but this only provides a single discard 
and declarer must eventually lose a club. 



Board 15
South Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A K 7 3 2
♥ —
♦ A 10 6
♣ K 6 5 4 3

♠ 9 8 6
♥ J 8 4
♦ K 7 5 3
♣ 10 8 2

♠ J 5 4
♥ A Q 7 6 3
♦ Q
♣ A Q J 7

♠ Q 10
♥ K 10 9 5 2
♦ J 9 8 4 2
♣ 9

N

W E

S

NS 2♠; NS 3♦; NS 1N; NS 1♥; NS 1♣; 
Par +110: NS 1♠+1; NS 2♦+1



Board 16
West Deals
E-W Vul

♠ J 8 6 5 4
♥ 8 6 4 3
♦ Q 10 5 4
♣ —

♠ K Q 10 9 3
♥ K Q
♦ 9 8
♣ A K J 3

♠ 7
♥ A 9 5
♦ K 7 6 3 2
♣ Q 8 6 4

♠ A 2
♥ J 10 7 2
♦ A J
♣ 10 9 7 5 2

N

W E

S

EW 3N; EW 3♣; W 2♦; W 1♠; NS 1♥; E 1♦; Par −500: NS 4♥×−3

E/W can make 3 NT...if played carefully. West will open 1 ♠, East will respond 1 NT. West can 
re-bid 3 ♣, showing at least nine cards in the black suits and East does best to rebid 3 NT. There 
are seven tricks on top...3 hearts and 4 clubs. An eighth trick can be created via ♠ KQ and there 
are prospects for a ninth one via ♦ K or finessing ♠ 10 on the first round of spades. Alternatively 
declarer can force a second spade by playing the suit from the top or by leading ♠ 10 (or ♠ 9). 
BUT, declarer needs to be careful not to cut himself off from dummy's ♥ A, where the only 
guaranteed entry is via ♣ Q! Using ♣ Q early in the play may be counter-productive UNLESS 
South holds ♠ J(xx) in which case a first round finesse of ♠ 10 will produce three spade tricks. 
Note also that IF the outstanding clubs break 3-2 then there are two entries to the East hand via 
♣ Q and a carefully preserved ♣ 3 which can be overtaken on the the fourth round by East's ♣ 8. 
So, if South leads a club declarer can win the first round in the West hand with ♣ A (or ♣ K) 
and, as long as North follows suit, declarer can then cash the second top honour in the West hand 
and if both North and South follow to the second round then ♣ Q8 will provide two entries to the 
East hand! But, of course all of that goes out the window on the first round of the suit when 
North shows out which instantly makes North favourite to hold 4 or more spades. In fact, playing 
spades from the top will eventually produce two spade winners for declarer. From a defensive 
perspective North needs to resist the urge to cover ♦ 9 with ♦ 10 and also to avoid rising with 
♦ Q on second round of the suit which would result in a real calamity for the defense as East's 
diamond suit (♦ K7632) could now produce three winners! 5 ♣ is a hopeless contract with 
declarer losing at least 2 diamonds and 1 club.

Saints & Sinners

At two tables E/W reached 5 ♣. At one table West opened 1 ♠, East responded 1 NT, West re-
bid 3 ♣ and East jumped to 5 ♣. Eleven tricks is always a demanding challenge without a super 
trump fit and good distributional shape in both hands. North led ♦ 4 and South rose with ♦ A 
when declarer played low from dummy (playing ♦ J would have gained N/S an extra trick). 
South cashed ♠ A and continued with ♦ J, dummy's ♦ K winning. Declarer played a club to her 
♣ J, North showing out, cashed ♥ Q and followed with ♠ K. When declarer  played ♠ Q South 
ruffed with ♣ 2 and exited on ♥ J, dummy's ♥ A winning the trick. Declarer then cashed three 
top clubs and conceded a spade to North at the end for two down. No Saints or Sinners here.



Board 16
West Deals
E-W Vul

♠ J 8 6 5 4
♥ 8 6 4 3
♦ Q 10 5 4
♣ —

♠ K Q 10 9 3
♥ K Q
♦ 9 8
♣ A K J 3

♠ 7
♥ A 9 5
♦ K 7 6 3 2
♣ Q 8 6 4

♠ A 2
♥ J 10 7 2
♦ A J
♣ 10 9 7 5 2

N

W E

S

EW 3N; EW 3♣; W 2♦; W 1♠; NS 1♥; E 1♦; Par −500: NS 4♥×−3

Saints & Sinners

At the other table, West also declared 5 ♣ after an identical auction: 1 ♠-1 NT; 3 ♣-5 ♣. Again, 
North led ♦ 4 and South rose with ♦ A when declarer played low from dummy (playing ♦ J 
would have gained N/S an extra trick). South then cashed ♠ A and continued with ♦ J, dummy's 
♦ K winning the trick. At this table declarer next played a club to her ♣ A, North showing out. 
Declarer then cashed ♥ Q and followed with ♠ 9, ruffing with ♣ 6. Declarer now cashed ♥ A 
discarding ♠ 10 from hand. Declarer next led ♦ 7 and South ruffed with ♣ 5, declarer overruffing 
with ♣ J. Declarer next played ♠ Q, discarding a diamond from dummy as South ruffed with ♣ 7. 
Declarer with ♠ K, ♣ K3 in hand and ♦ 6, ♣ Q8 in dummy had no problem making the last three 
tricks despite South holding ♥ J, ♣ 109. Well played by declarer and Saintly Status to Deirdre 
O'Halloran. It requires a certain poise and some clear thinking when you are playing a hand with 
a 4-4 trump fit and encounter a 5-0 trump break!

At two other tables both Wests reaped their just desserts for a poor bidding sequence which saw 
4 ♠ reached after a sequence of 1 ♠-1 NT; 4 ♠-Pass. The 4 ♠ re-bid is totally wrong. West should 
rebid 3 ♣ (100% forcing, so partner cannot Pass it!) and at least that gives the partnership a 
choice of contracts. East can now bid either bid 3 NT or 5 ♣. [Note, some Easts may bid 3 ♦ 
inviting partner to bid 3 NT with a heart stop]. A re-bid of 4 ♠ by West should show at least six 
spades, more likely seven. And if both partnerships were playing 5 card majors (or even just 5 
card spades) then East's 1 NT is already denying 3 spades!!! At one table North led ♦ 4 and 
declarer rose with dummy's ♦ K, South winning with ♦ A and then cashing ♦ J. South continued 
with ♥ J, declarer winning with ♥ Q and thus confirming for South that declarer also held ♥ K! 
[Note: winning with ♥ K clouds the issue for South as to the whereabouts of ♥ Q!]  Declarer 
next led ♣ 3, North discarding ♥ 4 and declarer, perhaps put off her stride by North's heart 
discard, actually played ♣ 4 from dummy, South winning with ♣ 7!!! South continued with 
C♣ 5, North ruffing with ♠ 4. North exited on ♥ 8, declarer winning in hand with ♥ K. Declarer 
followed with ♠ K from hand, South winning with ♠ A and giving North another club ruff. 
North exited on a heart and subsequently scored another trick with ♠ J to leave declarer with a 
justifiably earned four down! Sinner status to West for poor bidding and less than assured 
declarer play.
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West Deals
E-W Vul
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♥ 8 6 4 3
♦ Q 10 5 4
♣ —

♠ K Q 10 9 3
♥ K Q
♦ 9 8
♣ A K J 3

♠ 7
♥ A 9 5
♦ K 7 6 3 2
♣ Q 8 6 4

♠ A 2
♥ J 10 7 2
♦ A J
♣ 10 9 7 5 2

N

W E

S
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Saints & Sinners

At the second table after an identical bidding sequence North also led ♦ 4 and declarer rose with 
dummy's ♦ K, South winning with ♦ A and then cashing ♦ J. At this table South continued with 
a club, North ruffing with ♠ 4. North now played ♦ Q declarer ruffing in hand with ♠ 3. Declarer 
now played ♠ K from hand, South winning with ♠ A and giving partner a second club ruff. North 
exited on ♦ 10, declarer ruffing in hand, cashing ♠ Q and then playing club winners, eventually 
conceding a trump to North's ♠ J. Declarer finished 3 down, well deserved for what was a poor 
bidding sequence. Sinner status to West.

At the remaining seventeen tables the contract was played in NT. At one table West opened 1 ♠ 
and East responded 1 NT...and unbelievably West Passed despite holding 18hcp! If West prefers 
not to bid 3 ♣ then he should at least bid 2 NT which East will raise to 3 NT. Declarer made nine 
tricks. Sinner status to West.

At all other tables (16) 3 NT was reached via a variety of sequences such as 1♠-1 NT-3 NT or 
1 ♠-1 NT-2 NT-3 NT or 1 ♠-2 ♦-3 NT or 1 ♠-2 ♦-3 ♣-3 NT. At one table West opened a slightly 
top heavy 1 NT (Strong) and East jumped to 3 NT. 

Results varied, from one down to making with two overtricks! At one table North led ♥ 8, 
declarer winning in hand and immediately playing a club to dummy's ♣ Q and then leading ♠ 7... 
the odds favour finessing of ♠ 10 (or ♠ 9) which will produce three spade tricks whenever South 
started with S♠ Jx or ♠ Jxx. Playing ♠ K or ♠ Q is unlikely to produce two spade tricks unless 
declarer can subsequently drop a now singleton ♠ J or♠ A!  Declarer rose with her ♠ Q when 
South followed with ♠ 2. Declarer next cashed ♥ Q, ♣ AKJ and then led ♦ 9, playing low from 
dummy as North followed with ♦ 5, South winning with ♦ J. BUT, South now held ♠ A, ♥ J10, 
♦ A, ♣ 10 and simply conceded a heart to dummy's ♥ A before claiming the remaining tricks for 
one down! Valiant...but not good enough. Perhaps declarer should have risen with dummy's ♦ K 
hoping that North held ♦ A. If North does hold ♦ A then ♦ K will score and declarer now has 
access to ♥ A for her ninth trick! Obviously that line doesn't work. But it's a reasonable play. 
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West Deals
E-W Vul
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EW 3N; EW 3♣; W 2♦; W 1♠; NS 1♥; E 1♦; Par −500: NS 4♥×−3
Saints & Sinners
At another table South led ♣ 2, declarer rising with dummy's ♣ K as North discarded ♥ 3. 
Declarer played ♠ K South winning with ♠ A. South now played a heart, declarer winning with 
♥ Q and then cashing ♠ Q and continuing with ♠ 10 to North's ♠ J as declarer discarded two 
diamonds from hand. North now switched to ♦ 4, declarer playing low from hand as South won 
with ♦ J. And now the defense can no longer beat the contract...only declarer can do that! South 
actually cashed ♦ A, establishing declarer's ♦ K as an extra winner, not that it was needed! This 
was now the situation for declarer. She held  ♥A9, ♦K7, ♣Q8 while dummy held ♠93, ♥K, 
♣AJ3. This is one of those situations where declarer simply needs to untangle her six tricks 
(winners highlighted in bold). BUT, South continued with ♥ 7, dummy's ♥ K winning. Declarer 
now cashed dummy's ♠ 9, correctly discarding ♦ 7 from hand and still on target for nine tricks!  
BUT, declarer had obviously lost track of the spade suit and thinking ♠ 3 was a winner she led it 
and North swooped with ♠ 8 to defeat the contract by one trick. Playing a club to her ♣ Q could 
have seen her cash ♦ K, discarding ♠ 3 from dummy, and then taking the last two tricks with 
♣ AJ! Sinner status to declarer.

At another table South led ♥ J, declarer winning with dummy's ♥ K. Declarer next cashed ♣ A, 
North discarding ♦ 4 and continued with a club to her ♣ Q as North discarded ♥ 4. Declarer next 
led ♠ 7 and finessed dummy's ♠ 10, North winning with ♠ J. North continued with a heart to 
dummy's ♥ Q.  Declarer continued with ♠ K to South'a ♠ A. South exited on a club, declarer 
winning with dummy's ♣ J and then led ♦ 8, North covering with ♦ 10 as declarer played low 
from hand as South won with ♦ J. South exited on ♣ 9 to dummy's ♣ K. Declarer cashed 
dummy's ♠ Q9, South discarding ♥ J10 and then played ♠ 3 to North's ♠ 8, South winning the 
last trick with ♦ A. for one down. Declarer's premature use of ♣ Q denied her subsequent access 
to her hand to cash ♥ A. 

At another table South led ♣ 10, North discarding ♥ 3 as declarer won in hand with ♣ Q. 
Declarer then led ♠ 7 to dummy's ♠ Q and then cashed ♥ Q. Declarer next led ♠ 10 and North 
rose with ♠ J as South won with ♠ A. Bingo! South now panicked and cashed ♦ A and 
continued with ♦ J to declarer's ♦ K. Declarer next played a club to dummy and cashed ♠ K9, 
South discarding two clubs. Declarer cashed dummy's winners, conceding a spade to North at 
trick thirteen but emerging with ten tricks! 
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Saints & Sinners

At another table South led ♣ 5 and suddenly declarer has a second entry to her hand as she wins 
the trick with ♣ 6, North discarding ♠ 4 despite West's opening bid of 1 ♠! Declarer now played 
a spade to dummy's ♠ K and then led ♦ 8, North covering with ♦ 10 as declarer covered with 
♦ K and South won with ♦ A. South switched to ♥ 2, dummy's ♥ Q winning. Declarer cashed 
♥ K, played a club to her ♣ Q, cashed ♥ A and then two more club winners. She then exited on 
♦ 9, North rising with ♦ Q while crashing South's ♦ J! North exited on a spade to South's ♠ A 
who then cashed ♥ J and ♣ 10 for one down! I suspect that declarer would have made the 
contract if she had continued with ♦ 9 after winning ♥ Q. North would rise with ♦ Q, crashing 
South's ♦ J thereby leaving declarer's ♦ 763 as winners!  

At the other end of the results spectrum east responded 2 ♦ and rebid 3 NT over West's 3 ♣ 
rebid. South led ♥ 2, dummy's ♥ K winning. Declarer then cashed ♣ A, North discarding ♥ 4 
and continued with a small club to her ♣ Q. Declarer then played ♠ 7 to dummy's ♠ Q and then 
led ♦ 9, North covering with ♦ 10, declarer playing ♦ K from hand as South won with 
♦ A.South played a second heart to dummy's ♥ Q and declarer then led ♦ 8 and North rose, 
again, fatally crashing partner's ♦ J under his ♦ Q. North continued with ♦ 5, giving declarer 
access to her winning ♦ 763 on which she discarded ♠ 1093 from dummy. Declarer then cashed 
♥ A, discarding dummy's ♠ K and winning the last two tricks with dummy's ♣ KJ to land a 
highly improbable eleven tricks!!!  Sinner status to North.

At another table South also led ♣ 5 and carelessly won with ♣ Q instead of ♣ 6 or even ♣ 8, as 
North discarded ♥ 3. Declarer next played a spade to dummy's ♠ K and then cashed ♣ A, North 
discarding another heart. Declarer now led  ♦ 9, North correctly playing ♦ 4 as declarer rose with 
♦ K, losing to South's ♦ A. South continued with another club, North discarding yet another 
heart. Declarer now played ♠ Q to South's ♠ A. South played ♥ 2, declarer winning with 
dummy's ♥ Q. Declarer continued with ♠ 10, North winning with ♠ J as South discarded ♣ 9.  
North now cashed ♦ Q, dropping partner's ♦ J and continued with ♦ 10, the setting trick. One 
down. 

UNFORTUNATELY I've run out of time to analyse the play/defense at other tables.



Board 17
North Deals
None Vul

♠ A K 3 2
♥ J 8 6 2
♦ Q 3 2
♣ Q 9

♠ J 8 6 4
♥ Q 4
♦ A J 10 8 7
♣ 7 2

♠ Q 10 5
♥ K 9 7 5 3
♦ 6 5
♣ A J 10

♠ 9 7
♥ A 10
♦ K 9 4
♣ K 8 6 5 4 3

N

W E

S

EW 1N; NS 2♣; EW 1♠; S 1♥; S 1♦; Par +90: NS 2♣=



Board 18
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ Q J 4 2
♥ K J 3
♦ A 8 4 3
♣ A 10

♠ K 6
♥ 10 9 7
♦ 6
♣ Q J 8 7 6 4 2

♠ 10 9 8 7 5 3
♥ Q 8 5
♦ K 7
♣ K 5

♠ A
♥ A 6 4 2
♦ Q J 10 9 5 2
♣ 9 3

N

W E

S

NS 6♦; NS 4♥; NS 3N; NS 1♠; EW 1♣; Par +1370: NS 6♦=

Most N/S pairs will likely reach 3 NT after West overcalls in clubs. In 3 NT it is careless to use 
♠ A to finesse diamonds leaving West's ♠ K as an entry for club winners. Use ♥ A instead...this 
is safe when finessing diamonds into East who cannot return a heart without sacrificing a trick to 
North's ♥ J. And declarer still has ♠ A so West cannot gain the lead at that point. Also, the 
diamond SHOULD be finessed into East in case West has ♦ Kx. 

Note that 6 ♦ can make on the lead of ♣ K but requires VERY careful play. Declarer wins ♣ A, 
plays a spade to ♠ A followed by a trump to ♦ A (do not finesse) and then play a spade, ruffing 
in hand. Declarer now plays a heart to ♥ K, cashes ♠ QJ, discarding a club and heart from hand 
and declarer then ruffs ♣ 10 and exits on a trump to East's ♦ K who is now endplayed and must 
lead a heart (declarer lets it run to ♥ Jx) or else concedes a ruff and discard (discarding a second 
heart from hand while ruffing in dummy)! Twelve tricks made.

Saints & Sinners

At three tables South opened 1 ♦ and West bid 3 ♣ (Weak Jump Overcall). At two tables North 
bid 3 NT whereas at the third table North Doubled (Negative Double?). South rebid 3 ♦ and 
North bid 3 NT. At all three tables East led ♣ K. At one table North correctly played a heart to 
dummy's ♥ A and then led ♦ Q, West following with ♦ 6 and made the anti-percentage play of 
rising with ♦ A. [Note, if the finesse worked declarer would have scored nine tricks]. East won 
the diamond continuation and played a second club, West winning with ♣ J. West cashed four 
more clubs and declarer finished three down! Sinner status to North who would have made the 
contract if she had ducked the opening lead!

At two tables both declarers DID duck the first club and won the club continuation. Without 
much thought both declarers played a spade to dummy's ♠ A, finessed ♦ Q, losing to East's ♦ K 
and then watched as East played a spade to partner's ♠ K whereupon West cashed 5 club tricks 
for four down! Sinner status to both declarers who should have played a heart to dummy's ♥ A 
and taken the diamond finesse which would result in 3 NT making via 1 spade, 2 hearts, 5 
diamonds, 1 club! 



Board 18
East Deals
N-S Vul
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♥ 10 9 7
♦ 6
♣ Q J 8 7 6 4 2
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S

NS 6♦; NS 4♥; NS 3N; NS 1♠; EW 1♣; Par +1370: NS 6♦=
Saints & Sinners

At two tables South opened 1 ♦ and both Wests bid 3 ♣. Both Norths bid 3 ♠ and this was 
followed by three Passes!!! Sinner status to North and South at both tables. North should NOT 
bid 3 ♠ which promises at least 5 spades and is FORCING! North needs to find a bid other than 
3 ♠. A Negative Double is ideal. Sinner status also to South who must find another bid after 
North, who has not previously Passed, makes a forcing bid of 3 ♠. South should bid 4 ♦ which 
North will raise to 5 ♦. 3 ♠ failed at both tables by 2 and 3 tricks respectively.

Three N/S pairs reached 5 ♦ all making exactly eleven tricks. At one table South opened 1 ♦, 
West bid 3 ♣ (WJO) and North jumped to 5 ♦.  West led ♣ Q, declarer rising with dummy's CA, 
East following with ♣ 5.  Declarer next led ♠ Q, a potentially costly play, winning perforce with 
♠ A in hand. Declarer then led ♦ Q, rising with dummy's ♦ A when West followed with ♦ 6. 
Declarer now ruffed a spade in hand, West's ♠ K falling. Declarer now led ♦ J to East's ♦ K and 
declarer can no longer make the contract without some assistance from the defense! East, upon 
winning ♦ K, cashed ♣ K and then provided the necessary assistance when she continued with a 
heart into dummy's ♥ KJ, declarer thereby avoiding a heart loser!  East is totally at fault. After 
cashing ♣ K, East can simply return a spade to dummy's ♠ A and will subsequently score a trick 
with her ♥ Q for one down! How does East know to return a spade? Because South's hand is now 
an open book. East knows that South started with 1 spade, 6 diamonds, 2 clubs and therefore has 
4 hearts. Returning a spade to North's ♠ J will enable South to discard only ONE heart. Sinner 
status to East. Also, East could have unblocked ♣ K at trick one leaving West to win the second 
club and switch to ♥ 10 through dummy's ♥ KJ3. BUT, Sinner status also to declarer who 
could have made the contract without any assistance from the defense! After ruffing the second 
spade, West's ♠ K dropping, declarer could have played a heart to dummy's ♥ A and then cashed 
♠ J, discarding a losing club from hand! At most, declarer would lose a trump and a heart.

At another table East opened 2 ♠ (Weak), South Doubled, North jumped to 3 NT, South bid 4 ♦ 
(should have Passed) and North raised to 5 ♦. South, obviously used to partner's Weak 2 
openings (joking!) led ♣ Q, declarer winning with dummy's ♣ A and then playing a spade to his 
♠ A. Declarer then finessed ♦ Q to East's ♦ K who cashed ♣ K and continued with a spade 
declarer ruffing as West's ♠ K fell thus giving two heart discards from hand via dummy's ♠ QJ. 
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Saints & Sinners

At one table South opened 1 ♦, West bid 3 ♣ (WJO) and North bid 3 NT which was Passed to 
West who now made a nuisance of himself by bidding 4 ♣ (this would only be 3 down, i.e. -500 
and thus represents a good save against +600 to N/S for making 3 NT or 5 ♦). North now jumped 
to 5 ♦. West led ♣ Q, declarer rising with dummy's ♣ A as East followed with ♣ 5 (perhaps an 
unblock of ♣ K might be a good idea). Declarer now played a spade and then led ♦ 2 and took an 
anti-percentage play of rising with ♦ A instead of finessing. Declarer continued with ♦ 3 from 
dummy eats winning with ♦ K.  East cashed ♣ K and continued with ♠ 8, declarer ruffing and 
being lucky to find that West had started with a doubleton ♠ Kx! Dummy's ♠ QJ provided 
discards for two hearts from hand, Apart from finessing ♦ Q declarer should also have unblocked 
at least one high diamond from hand while preserving ♦ 5 and/or ♦ 2 for subsequent access to 
dummy.

At three other tables E/S played in a diamond part-score. At one table South Passed (!!!) when 
she should have opened 1 ♦. (By any yardstick South's hand is worth a 1 ♦ opening.) West 
opened 3 ♣ and North Doubled. East Passed and what did South now do? South bid a mega 
timid 3 ♦ despite partner showing an opening bid! With the South hand I would have bid at least 
5 ♦ and maybe 6 ♦. What would South bid in response to North's Takeout Double with the 
following hands:  ♠ Qx, ♥ 987, ♦ J5432, ♣ 432 or ♠ 987, ♥ 654, ♦ 5432, ♣ 643. When partner 
makes a Takeout Double and you have a hand with 9+ hcp you must take some pro-active action 
to show your non-minimum values. Absolute sinner status to South.   

At another table South opened 1 ♦, West overcalled 3 ♣ and North, with 15 hcp, bid a mere 3 ♦ 
which became the final contract. 3 ♦ in this sequence is a non-forcing limit bid with up to 11hcp. 
North should have bid either 3 NT or even 5 ♦.  Sinner status to North.

At another table South opened 1 ♦, North bid 1 ♠, South rebid 2 ♦ and North, with 15 hcp, bid a 
non-forcing 3 ♦. Sinner status to North who should have bid 3 NT or 5 ♦.   
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Saints & Sinners

At another table South Passed (!!!) when she should have opened 1 ♦. (By any yardstick South's 
hand is worth a 1 ♦ opening.) West opened 3 ♣ and both North and East Passed. South came to 
life with 3 ♦, West Passed and North, despite holding 15 hcp and four trumps, Passed. East now 
bid 4 ♣ and South bid 4 ♦ and still North Passed!!! Absolute Sinner status to North.

At two other tables E/W contracted a spade contract. At one table East opened 2 ♠ (Weak) and 
this was followed by three Passes. Given the vulnerability East's opening could be very weak. 
N/S should take some action. Certainly North might have bid 2 NT (Strong) which South would 
raise to 3 NT. Alternatively, South might have overcalled 3 ♦ at first opportunity. Sinner status 
to North and South. Declarer finished 2 down, -100...a good return for E/W on a board where 
N/S can record 3 NT or 5 ♦ for +600 to N/S. 

At the second table East opened 2 ♦ (Multi). West bid 2 ♥ (to play or for partner to correct), 
North Passed, East bid 2 ♠, South bid 3 ♦, West bid 3 ♠ and North Passed (with 15 hcp opposite 
a partner who has made a vulnerable free bid of 3 ♦ I think I would be taking some action with 
the North hand, either Double or 3 NT.) 3 ♠ finished 3 down for +150 to N/S a poor return 
versus +600 from 3 NT or 5 ♦. Even 3 ♠x-3 would have produced +500. Sinner status to North.   

At seven other tables North contracted 3 NT with one declarer scoring ten tricks while six others 
made eleven tricks! At one table South opened 1 ♦, West overcalled 2 ♣ and North bid 3 NT. 
Unbelievably, East led led ♠ 10 instead of ♣ K of partner's suit. Dummy's ♠ A won, perforce, 
and declarer continued with ♦ Q, finessed into East's ♦ K. East compounded her error at trick 
one by now switching to ♣ 5, thus blocking the club suit!!!  West contributed ♣ J and declarer 
ducked. West now cashed ♠ K, setting up two spade winners for declarer, and then continued 
with ♣ Q to declarer's ♣ A...and that was the last trick for the defense! Sinner status to East.

At another table East opened 2 ♠ and then led ♥ 5 against North's 3 NT thus handing declarer 
eleven tricks by way of 1 spade, 4 hearts 5 diamonds, 1 club. If a suit is good enough to open the 
bidding then lead it.  It's not as if East was protecting a significant spade holding!!!  
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Saints & Sinners

At fives tables North contracted 3 NT after East had opened 2 ♠ (Weak). A spade lead and 
continuation after East won ♦ K saw declarer score eleven tricks via 3 spades, 2 hearts, 5 
diamonds, 1 club. No Saints and no Sinners!



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 4
♥ K 9 8 5
♦ A J 4
♣ K J 9 6 2

♠ 8 5
♥ A J 10 6
♦ 8 7 3 2
♣ A 5 4

♠ K Q J 9 3
♥ Q 7 2
♦ K 5
♣ Q 8 7

♠ A 10 7 6 2
♥ 4 3
♦ Q 10 9 6
♣ 10 3

N

W E

S

EW 1N; EW 1♠; EW 1♥; NS 1♦; NS 1♣; Par −90: EW 1N=

North will likely open 1 ♣, East will overcall 1 ♠ and what happens thereafter may vary at 
different  tables. Some Souths may bid 1 NT whereas others may Pass in which case West may 
bid 1 NT. One way or another 1 NT is likely to be a popular contract at many tables...it's just a 
case of who declares it! Note that East, with a good five card spade suit and only a total of five 
cards in the other two unbid suits is better advised to make a simple overcall of 1 ♠ rather than 
Double. If E/W declare 1 NT then they should score seven tricks although some will undoubtedly 
make more. And so it follows that N/S should make less than seven tricks. But given that defense 
is the most difficult aspect of the game don't be surprised to see a variety of results!

Saints & Sinners

At six tables South declared 1 NT where North opened 1 ♣ and East overcalled 1 ♠ and at all six 
tables South bid 1 NT. At one table West led ♠ 8, East playing ♠ J which declarer won with ♠ A. 
Declarer next led ♦ 6 (♦ 10 would be better in case the finesse is successful in which case South 
can make a repeat finesse. If ♦ J wins declarer is in the wrong hand to take a repeat finesse!). 
East won with ♦ K and cashed ♠ K, declarer discarding ♥ 5 from dummy, and noting partner's 
♠ 5, switched to ♥ 2. West rose with ♥ A and continued with ♥ 6, declarer rising with dummy's 
♥ K. Declarer next cashed three diamond winners, East discarding two spades. Declarer next led 
♣ 10 and finessed into East's ♣ Q and the defense cashed the remaining tricks via ♠ Q, ♥ Q, then 
a club to East's ♣ A and ♥ J10 giving E/W eight tricks and leaving declarer two down. Declarer 
would have done better by playing on clubs thereby scoring 1 spade, 1 heart, 1 diamond, 3 
clubs... one down. Saintly status to E/W, in particular East's switch to ♥ 2 at trick four.         

At a third table West also led ♠ 8, East contributing ♠ J as declarer won with ♠ A. Declarer 
finessed ♣ 10 to East's ♣ Q. East cashed ♠ KQ and continued with ♠ 3, declarer winning with 
♠ 7 on which West discarded ♦ 82 while declarer discarded ♥ 84, ♦ 4. Declarer continued with 
♣ 3, West playing low and dummy's ♣ J winning the trick. Declarer continued with ♣ K to 
West's ♣ A. West cashed ♥ A and continued with a heart to dummy's ♥ K. Declarer cashed ♣ 96, 
♦ A for seven tricks. Sinner status to West who should have risen with ♣ A on second round 
and then exited on a club leaving declarer to lead a heart or diamond FROM dummy. 



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 4
♥ K 9 8 5
♦ A J 4
♣ K J 9 6 2

♠ 8 5
♥ A J 10 6
♦ 8 7 3 2
♣ A 5 4

♠ K Q J 9 3
♥ Q 7 2
♦ K 5
♣ Q 8 7

♠ A 10 7 6 2
♥ 4 3
♦ Q 10 9 6
♣ 10 3

N

W E

S

EW 1N; EW 1♠; EW 1♥; NS 1♦; NS 1♣; Par −90: EW 1N=

Saints & Sinners

At a second table West also led ♠ 8 against South's 1 NT, East erroneously playing ♠ K instead 
of ♠ J. Declarer won with ♠ A and finessed ♦ J to East's ♦ K. At this table East erred by cashing 
♠ Q thus establishing declarer's ♠ 10 as a winner. BUT, East then committed a mortal sin by 
continuing with ♠ 9 to declarer's S♠ 10 and promoting ♠ 7 as a third spade trick for declarer! 
Declarer now has two chances to make this contract...play a club or heart to the respective King 
in dummy. BUT, declarer cashed three diamonds and then finessed ♣ 10 to East's ♣ Q. East 
exited on a spade to declarer's ♠ 7 and had to discard from ♥ K9 and ♣ KJ, West having reduced 
to ♥ AJ, ♣ A. Declarer misguessed when she discarded ♥ 9 and West took the last three tricks 
with ♥ AJ, ♣ A, leaving declarer one down. Sinner status to East who gifted declarer with two 
spades tricks to which she was not entitled! 

At a fourth table ... West led ♠ 8, East erroneously contributing ♠ K instead of ♠ J. Declarer 
ducked the first trick and then beat East's ♠ Q with ♠ A as declarer discarded ♥ 5 from dummy. 
Declarer next finessed C♣ 10 into East's ♣ Q. East cashed ♠ J, West discarding ♦ 7 as declarer 
erred by discarding ♣ 6 from dummy. East continued with ♥ 2 to partner's ♥ A. West continued 
with ♥ J, dummy's ♥ K winning, and when East played low the suit was now blocked, East 
holding ♥ Q while West held ♥ 106! Declarer now cashed ♦ A and continued with ♦ J, East 
winning perforce. East now cashed ♥ Q and continued with ♠ 9 to declarer's ♠ 10 as West 
discarded ♣ 5. Declarer gratefully cashed ♦ Q10 and then played a club to West's ♣ A for a one 
trick defeat when it should have been a two trick defeat! After East wins ♦ K she should cash 
♥ Q and then play a club to West's ♣ A who in turn will cash ♥ 10 for two down! If declarer held 
♣ A she would have played on clubs instead of cashing ♦ A and conceding a diamond to East's 
♦ K! Sinner status to East. But Sinner status also to declarer who should not have discarded 
♣ 6 and could have afforded a diamond instead and thus would have scored three club tricks 
instead of NONE! But declarer would likely have finished one down anyway.  



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 4
♥ K 9 8 5
♦ A J 4
♣ K J 9 6 2

♠ 8 5
♥ A J 10 6
♦ 8 7 3 2
♣ A 5 4

♠ K Q J 9 3
♥ Q 7 2
♦ K 5
♣ Q 8 7

♠ A 10 7 6 2
♥ 4 3
♦ Q 10 9 6
♣ 10 3

N

W E

S

EW 1N; EW 1♠; EW 1♥; NS 1♦; NS 1♣; Par −90: EW 1N=

Saints & Sinners

At a fifth table West also led ♠ 8, East incorrectly playing ♠ K instead of ♠ J which declarer 
ducked. East continued with ♠ Q, declarer winning with ♠ A while discarding ♥ 5 from dummy. 
South finessed ♣ 10 into East's ♣ Q. East now cashed ♠ J, West discarding ♦ 2 as declarer 
discarded ♥ 8 from dummy. East continued with ♠ 9, giving declarer three spades tricks as West 
discarded ♦ 3 and declarer erroneously discarded ♣ 6 instead of ♦ 6! West now led ♣ 3 and 
West rose with ♣ A, cashed ♥ A (East following with ♥ 7) and continued with ♥ 6, dummy's 
♥ K winning, perforce and East following with ♥ 2.  Declarer cashed ♣ K and then ♣ J on which 
East discarded ♥ Q, whilst retaining the useless ♠ 3! Declarer now cashed ♦ A and exited on ♦ 4 
to East's ♦ K. East then led her ♠ 3 to declarer's ♠ 7 for an unbelievable seven tricks! Sinner 
status to East who simply needed to retain ♥ Q to inflict a one trick defeat. East should never 
have led ♠ 9 which conceded a third spade to declarer. Sinner status to declarer, who was given 
the tempo when East returned ♠ 9 after winning ♣ Q, and  should not have discarded ♣ 6 from 
dummy. Declarer should have discarded ♦ 6 and cashed ♠ 7, discarding ♦ J from dummy. The 
subsequent lead of ♣ 3 would see declarer win 3 spades, 3 clubs, 1 diamond, and perhaps a heart! 
At the sixth table West also led ♠ 8, East correctly playing ♠ J as declarer won with ♠ A. 
Declarer now finessed ♣ 10 into East's ♣ Q. East cashed ♠ KQ, declarer discarding ♥ 84, and 
carelessly continued with ♠ 9, giving declarer a free finesse that he couldn't take himself and thus 
gifting declarer two additional spade tricks! Declarer is only entitled to ONE spade trick! 
Declarer discarded ♣ 6 on the fourth spade. Declarer now continued with ♦ Q (Mistake...should 
lead ♦ 10 (or ♦ 9) retaining the ♦ Q in hand in case East wins with ♦ K. Note that the suit is 
now blocked... ♦ AJ in dummy and ♦ 1096 in hand!!!) East continued with ♠ 3 to declarer's ♠ 7  
as West discarded another diamond. Declarer now led ♣ 3 from hand and West could still have 
defeated the contract by rising with ♣ A and exiting on a club thus leaving declarer to lead hearts 
from dummy and thereby conceding two hearts to the defense...BUT, West played low and 
dummy's ♣ J won the trick. Declarer now cashed ♦ AJ and then exited on a ♣ K to West's ♣ A 
and West was now forced to concede a heart to dummy's ♥ K! Seven tricks to declarer!!!  Sinner 
status to East and West who both had opportunities to defeat the contract. And Sinner status 
also to declarer for blocking the diamond suit!               



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 4
♥ K 9 8 5
♦ A J 4
♣ K J 9 6 2

♠ 8 5
♥ A J 10 6
♦ 8 7 3 2
♣ A 5 4

♠ K Q J 9 3
♥ Q 7 2
♦ K 5
♣ Q 8 7

♠ A 10 7 6 2
♥ 4 3
♦ Q 10 9 6
♣ 10 3

N

W E

S

EW 1N; EW 1♠; EW 1♥; NS 1♦; NS 1♣; Par −90: EW 1N=

Saints & Sinners

At another table North declared 1 NT after East overcalled 1 ♠ and South Doubled (not alerted). 
North re-bid 1 NT and East led ♠ K and continued with ♠ Q, declarer ducking twice while 
discarding ♥ 5 from hand. East then switched to ♥ 2, West rising with ♥ A and then continuing 
with ♥ J, declarer winning in hand with ♥ K. Declarer led ♦ J from hand and East rose with ♦ K 
and then switched to ♣ 7, West rising with ♣ A. West continued with ♥ 10, East winning with 
♥ Q as declarer discarded ♦ 9 from dummy (should have discarded ♠ 7). East, who could have 
defeated the contract by one trick by simply cashing ♠ J actually committed Hari-Kiri bridge 
style when she exited on ♣ Q thus conceding all the remaining tricks to declarer who duly 
emerged with seven tricks. And if East continued with a diamond declarer will likely cash ♠ A 
and then finesse ♣ J and end up two down! It should be noted that at the time East continued 
with ♣ Q, 28 hcp had already been played or identified as in the possession of West, South 
(dummy) and East. North MUST have all the remaining high cards including ♣ K! And declarer 
can only count on FIVE tricks... ♠ A, ♥ K, ♦ AQ, ♣ K... Also, East might have considered 
unblocking ♥ Q on declarer's ♥ K when West returned ♥ J.  Sinner status to East.        

At five other tables West declared 1 NT after North opened 1 ♣ and East overcalled 1 ♠. At one 
table North found the imaginative lead of ♣ J, dummy's ♣ Q winning the trick. Declarer finessed 
♥ J into North's ♥ K. North didn't find the club continuation which would have established three 
winners but instead returned ♥ 5, declarer winning in hand with ♥ 10. Declarer next played a 
spade to dummy's ♠ K and South's ♠ A. South now played ♣ 10, declarer playing low and a 
fairly common situation arose which North failed to spot... North played low instead of 
overtaking with ♣ K and continuing with any club, but ideally ♣ 2 as a suit-preference signal to 
partner for a diamond switch at next opportunity. South now switched to ♦ 6, North winning 
with ♦ A and belatedly continuing with ♣ K...BUT, the bird had flown... Declarer won with ♣ A 
and led ♠ 8 ducking it to South's ♠ 10...and that was the end of the defense! Declarer now had 
winners to burn...dummy holding ♠ QJ9, ♥ Q, ♦ K. Declare emerged with NINE tricks! Sinner 
status to North who could have held declarer to seven tricks by overtaking the second club with 
♣ K and clearing the suit while still holding ♦ A as an entry. Declarer would still score 2 spades, 
3 hearts, 2 clubs ...but that's only seven tricks!  



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 4
♥ K 9 8 5
♦ A J 4
♣ K J 9 6 2

♠ 8 5
♥ A J 10 6
♦ 8 7 3 2
♣ A 5 4

♠ K Q J 9 3
♥ Q 7 2
♦ K 5
♣ Q 8 7

♠ A 10 7 6 2
♥ 4 3
♦ Q 10 9 6
♣ 10 3

N

W E

S

EW 1N; EW 1♠; EW 1♥; NS 1♦; NS 1♣; Par −90: EW 1N=
Saints & Sinners

At another table, after an identical auction, North led ♣ 9. Declarer won with ♣ A and played a 
spade to dummy's ♠ K and continued with ♠ Q when South ducked the first round. South erred 
by not taking her ♠ A on the second round and playing ♣ 10, which would establish three 
winners in North's hand and should lead to declarer being restricted to seven tricks. BUT, South 
ducked the second spade, North discarding ♥ 5. Declarer now switched to ♥ 2 and duly 
established three heart tricks. Declarer eventually scored 2 spades, 3 hearts, 1 diamond, 2 clubs 
for a total of eight tricks. Sinner status to South. who held up ♠ A for a round too many and 
ended up discarding ♠ A on dummy's ♦ K at trick thirteen!!! 

At another table North led ♣ 6, dummy's ♣ Q winning the trick. Declarer continued with ♠ K, 
South winning with ♠ A. South continued with ♣ 10, declarer playing low, and North earns 
Absolute Sinner status for not overtaking with ♣ J and clearing the suit. South now switched to 
♥ 3, North winning with ♥ K. North belatedly continued with ♣ 9 to declarer's ♣ A. Declarer 
then erred by cashing heart winners, fatally discarding a diamond from dummy, instead of 
playing on spades and discovering the poor break and then reverting to hearts and subsequently 
scoring an extra trick with ♦ K. Seven tricks and Sinner status to to declarer.           

At a fourth table South Doubled (not alerted) East's 1 ♠ overcall and West bid 1 NT. North led 
♥ 5 to declarer's ♥ 6. Declarer next led ♠ 5 to dummy's ♠ J and South's ♠ A. South continued 
with ♥ 3 (good play if confirming a doubleton for partner's benefit?) North rising with ♥ K and 
switching to ♣ J, technically a very good play if South holds ♣ Ax(x) and declarer has ♣ 10x(x). 
[Note: Leading a small club would eventually see dummy's ♣ Q or declarer's ♣ 10 score a 
trick...Leading ♣ J prevents that IF South holds ♣ Ax(x). Try it for yourself!]   Declarer won the 
club switch with dummy's ♣ Q, cashed ♠ K and then continued with ♥ Q, overtaking in hand 
with ♥ A as South mistakenly discarded ♦ 6 instead of ♠ 6. Declarer cashed ♥ J, South 
discarding ♣ 10, and continued with a diamond, North rising with ♦ A. North, who could have 
continued with ♣ K (or ♣ 9) actually played ♦ 4, dummy's ♦ K winning the trick. Declarer 
cashed dummy's ♠ Q and continued with a club to her ♣ A as South discarded ♠ 7. Declarer 
exited on a diamond and South won the last two tricks with ♦ Q and ♠ 10 .  



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 4
♥ K 9 8 5
♦ A J 4
♣ K J 9 6 2

♠ 8 5
♥ A J 10 6
♦ 8 7 3 2
♣ A 5 4

♠ K Q J 9 3
♥ Q 7 2
♦ K 5
♣ Q 8 7

♠ A 10 7 6 2
♥ 4 3
♦ Q 10 9 6
♣ 10 3

N

W E

S

EW 1N; EW 1♠; EW 1♥; NS 1♦; NS 1♣; Par −90: EW 1N=

Saints & Sinners

At a fifth table, North opened 1 ♣, East bid 1 ♠ and West bid 1 NT. North elected to lead ♥ 5, 
declarer winning in hand with ♥ 6. Declarer continued with ♥ 10 from hand, which won when 
North played low. Declarer now continued with ♠ 5 to dummy's ♠ J and South's ♠ A. South 
switched to ♦ 6, North winning with ♦ A and continuing with ♦ 4 to dummy's ♦ K.  Declarer 
now cashed ♠ KQ, declarer discarding ♣ 4 while North discarded ♣ 62. Declarer next led ♣ 7 to 
her ♣ A and then cashed ♥ A, South discarding ♣ 10, and continued with a club to North's ♣ K 
who cashed ♥ K and then led ♦ J, South overtaking with ♦ Q and cashing ♠ 10. Seven tricks to 
declarer.  

At one table North opened 1 ♣and East Doubled (wrong...with only 2 diamonds and holding five 
spades and three hearts East should simply overcall 1 ♠.). Now South bid 1 ♠ and West, not 
unreasonably, bid 2 ♥ which became the final contract. North led her singleton spade, declarer 
playing ♠ J from dummy as South won with ♠ A. South returned ♠ 2, North ruffing with ♥ 5. 
North, obeying partner's suit-preference signal, switched to ♣ 6, declarer playing low instead of 
♣ Q, and winning in hand with ♣ A. Declarer cashed ♥ A and continued with ♥ J, North rising 
with H♥ K and continuing with ♣ K and another club to dummy's ♣ Q as South fatally discarded 
a spade thereby promoting dummy's ♠ 9 as a winner. Declarer cashed dummy's three spade 
winners for eight tricks. Sinner status to South who promoted dummy's ♠ 9 as a winner!

At three tables North declared 2 ♣. At one table East overcalled 1 ♠ and South and West Passed 
and North re-bid 2 ♣. East led ♠ K, declarer rising with dummy's ♠ A and running ♦ 9 to East's 
♦ K. East returned a diamond declarer winning in hand with ♦ A. Declarer now played ♣ 2 from 
hand, East rising with ♣ Q and switching to ♥ 2, West rising with ♥ A and then giving partner a 
diamond ruff. East next played ♠ Q, declarer ruffing with ♣ 6, Declarer now cashed ♥ K and 
then ruffed a heart with ♣ 10. Declarer then played ♦ Q, discarding ♥ 8 from hand as East 
ruffed. Declarer subsequently lost a trick to West's ♣ A to finish one down, which matches the 
projected result as per the List of Makeable Contracts above!! 



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 4
♥ K 9 8 5
♦ A J 4
♣ K J 9 6 2

♠ 8 5
♥ A J 10 6
♦ 8 7 3 2
♣ A 5 4

♠ K Q J 9 3
♥ Q 7 2
♦ K 5
♣ Q 8 7

♠ A 10 7 6 2
♥ 4 3
♦ Q 10 9 6
♣ 10 3

N

W E

S

EW 1N; EW 1♠; EW 1♥; NS 1♦; NS 1♣; Par −90: EW 1N=

Saints & Sinners

At two other tables North declared 2 ♣ after North opened 1 ♣, East overcalled 1 ♠, South 
Doubled (not alerted), West passed and both Norths rebid 2 ♣.  The defense was identical at both 
tables for the first five tricks. East led ♠ K, dummy's ♠ A winning. Declarer then finessed ♦ Q 
(♦ 10 or ♦ 9 is better), losing to East's ♦ K. East then played ♠ Q, declarer ruffing with ♣ 2. 
Both declarers then cashed ♦ A and continued with ♦ J, East ruffing with ♣ 7.  At this point the 
play diverged! 

At one of these tables East switched to ♥ 2, West rising with ♥ A and continuing with a fourth 
diamond, declarer ruffing with ♣ 9 as East overruffed with ♣ Q.  If East now continues with her 
remaining club, West would win with ♣ A and play a second round removing dummy's two clubs 
and thus leaving declarer with two losing hearts for two down! BUT, East played ♠ 3, declarer 
covering with dummy's ♠ 6 as West ruffed with ♣ 5 and declarer overruffed with ♣ 6. Declarer 
now cashed ♥ K and ruffed a heart with dummy's ♣ 3. Declarer now ruffed a spade with ♣ J as 
West discarded ♥ J and then applied the coup de grace as she ruffed her last heart with dummy's 
♣ 10, West overruffing with ♣ A and leaving declarer to win the last trick with ♣ K as West 
followed suit with ♣ 4 and East with ♣ 8. Eight tricks, and Saintly status, to declarer, Siobhan 
O'Sullivan.  Absolute Sinner status to East for not exiting on ♣ 8 after winning with ♣ Q.

At the other table, East, after ruffing the third diamond with ♣ 7 continued with ♠ J, West 
discarding her last diamond as North discarded a heart. East continued with a heart to West's 
♥ A. E/W have now scored 4 tricks and if West had not discarded her fourth diamond she could 
have played it now to secure another ruff for East and with ♣ A also to come that would have 
been at least one down. Even playing ♣ A and a second club would leave declarer with a losing 
heart and also secure one down...two down if declarer played low on the second club! BUT, 
West continued with ♥ J and declarer rose with ♥ K and then ruffed his last heart with dummy's 
♣ 10. Declarer then led ♣ 3 from dummy and finessed the ♣ 9 to East's ♣ Q. Declarer also lost a 
trick to West's ♣ A for one down.

STILL TO DO 1S BY E AND 1S-1 BY E AND 2S-1 BY East X 3



Board 20
West Deals
Both Vul

♠ A 4
♥ 8 4 2
♦ J 10 9 4 2
♣ A K 6

♠ 6
♥ J 10 7
♦ A 8 7
♣ Q 10 9 8 7 4

♠ K Q J 9 3 2
♥ 9 6
♦ K Q 3
♣ 3 2

♠ 10 8 7 5
♥ A K Q 5 3
♦ 6 5
♣ J 5

N

W E

S

NS 2N; NS 2♥; NS 2♦; EW 1♠; EW 1♣; Par +120: NS 1N+1



Board 21
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ Q 3
♥ A J 8
♦ A 10 8 3
♣ K J 6 3

♠ A 10 8
♥ K 5
♦ J 9 5
♣ Q 8 5 4 2

♠ J 9 4
♥ 10 7 6 4 2
♦ K 4 2
♣ 9 7

♠ K 7 6 5 2
♥ Q 9 3
♦ Q 7 6
♣ A 10

N

W E

S

NS 4N; NS 4♠; NS 5♦; NS 3♥; NS 3♣; Par +630: NS 3N+1



Board 22
East Deals
E-W Vul

♠ K J 2
♥ Q 9 7 5
♦ —
♣ Q J 10 8 5 4

♠ 10 4 3
♥ 6
♦ Q 10 9 7 6 5 2
♣ 9 6

♠ A 9 8 7 6 5
♥ 10
♦ A K 8 4 3
♣ 7

♠ Q
♥ A K J 8 4 3 2
♦ J
♣ A K 3 2

N

W E

S

NS 6♥; NS 6♣; EW 3♠; EW 3♦; Par +800: EW 6♠×−3

Yet again the Power of Shape is on view!  6 ♥ and 6 ♣ both make but should be almost 
impossible to reach as the bidding is likely to soar very quickly. South bidding 6 ♥ whilst 
holding two low-honour card singletons is crazy and simply 'gashing'!   And for those using 
Gerber or Blackwood it becomes obvious that E/W are in possession of two Aces, again making 
6 ♥ unlikely to succeed. On the other hand, if North was able to show his diamond void, well 
that puts a different complexion on the situation. 

Saints & Sinners

Five N/S pairs bid 6 ♥. At one table it was Doubled and declarer made all thirteen tricks for 
+1310 and a hefty +12 Imps.



Board 23
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ A Q 7 5 3 2
♥ 10 4 3
♦ Q 4
♣ Q 5

♠ K 10 9 4
♥ A J 2
♦ 10 7 5 3
♣ 9 3

♠ 8
♥ K Q 9
♦ K 8
♣ A K J 10 8 7 4

♠ J 6
♥ 8 7 6 5
♦ A J 9 6 2
♣ 6 2

N

W E

S

EW 3N; EW 4♣; EW 1♥; EW 1♦; Par −600: EW 3N=

I WAS RUNNING OUT OF TIME AND DIDN'T INTEND TO ANALYSE THIS HAND 
UNTIL I SAW MY PRELIMINARY NOTES (I browse all hands after the competition ends to 
see which ones I will analyse in detail and had noted the play to possibly make 5 ♣ on the lead of 
♠ J. And when I briefly reviewed the play at some tables I discovered that one declarer had 
actually made 5 ♣ using the play that I had noted. I couldn't let it go unnoticed without giving 
due credit to the declarer. And I also discovered that a couple of Norths had also found the right 
defense of winning the opening spade lead and switching to ♦ Q! Read on!)

5 ♣ can make but it takes a missed opportunity by the defense. If South leads ♠ J (several Norths 
opened a weak 2 ♠) then declarer needs to duck ♠ J and then cover the continuation, ruff in hand 
and draw trumps. Two entries to dummy via ♥ AJ enable declarer to ruff out North's remaining 
spade honour thus establishing a spade winner for a diamond discard.  Note that North can 
scupper that line by winning the first spade (overtaking ♠ J with ♠ Q) and switching to ♦ Q ...but 
I reckon not many North's will find that defense!

On the other hand, if East declares 3 NT, then declarer should cover the ♠ J lead and also cover 
the ♦ Q switch from North. N//S cannot cash more than four tricks... 2 spades and 2 diamonds!

Saints & Sinners

5 ♣ was bid and made at three tables (it failed at another table). At all three tables North opened 
2 ♠ and at two tables South led ♦ A thus handing declarer the contract. BUT, at the third table, 
South led ♠ J and declarer played low from dummy and ruffed the continuation which went to 
dummy's ♠ 10 and North's ♠ Q. Declarer drew trumps and then led ♥ 9, overtaking with 
dummy's ♥ J and continued by leading ♠ K, North covering with ♠ A as declarer ruffed in hand. 
Declarer subsequently entered dummy via ♥ A and discarded a losing diamond on ♠ 9. 5 ♣ 
made!  Absolute FIRST CLASS PLAY by declarer and Super Saintly status to Bernie 
O'Callaghan.  

At another table the play was the same for the first few tricks BUT declarer failed to use 
dummy's ♥ J as an entry to ruff out North's ♠ A and then use ♥ A to access the winning spade in 
dummy on which to discard a losing diamond from hand! Nearly, but not quite!

At two tables North beat ♠ K with ♠ A and switched to ♦ Q, declarer covering with ♦ K, South 
winning with ♦ A. At one table South cashed ♦ J, holding declarer to ten tricks.



Board 23
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ A Q 7 5 3 2
♥ 10 4 3
♦ Q 4
♣ Q 5

♠ K 10 9 4
♥ A J 2
♦ 10 7 5 3
♣ 9 3

♠ 8
♥ K Q 9
♦ K 8
♣ A K J 10 8 7 4

♠ J 6
♥ 8 7 6 5
♦ A J 9 6 2
♣ 6 2

N

W E

S

EW 3N; EW 4♣; EW 1♥; EW 1♦; Par −600: EW 3N=

Saints & Sinners

At two tables North beat ♠ K (declarers should have ducked the ♠ J) with ♠ A and switched to 
♦ Q, declarer covering with ♦ K, South winning with ♦ A. At one table South cashed ♦ J, 
holding declarer to ten tricks. Saintly status to both Norths, Eugene Gath and Clodagh Cox for 
finding the diamond switch, and to the two Souths, James Ward and Louise Mitchell, for 
cashing ♦ J, holding declarer to ten tricks.

At another table, North also win the first spade and switched to ♦ Q, declarer covering with ♦ K 
and South winning with ♦ A. BUT, South continued with ♠ 6 and declarer ruffed and duly 
discarded his other losing diamond on dummy's now promoted ♠ 10.  At first, the decision as to 
whether South should cash ♦ J or continue with a spade to North's SQ seems to be a guess? But 
it's not! At both tables North had shown a six card spade suit...therefore South knows that 
declarer started with a singleton spade...and that has already been played at trick one! Sinner 
status to South. Cash ♦ J, and maybe even discover that partner had a singleton diamond and 
that you can now give him a ruff!  Okay, no ruff on this occasion but at least you hold declarer to 
ten tricks! Saintly status to North, William Kinsella.

At two tables, declarer playing a club partscore emerged with 12 tricks when North won the first 
spade with ♠ A and then tried to cash ♠ Q, declarer ruffing and subsequently discarding both 
diamond losers from hand on dummy's now established ♠ 109. North has a difficult decision as 
to whether to try and cash ♠ Q or switch to a diamond. There is only one spade outstanding after 
the opening round is played...♠ 6. Is declarer's ♠ 8 a singleton or has declarer played ♠ 8 from 
♠ 86?  One possible clue is that South, with a doubleton ♠ J6, might have supported North's 
spades in the bidding.  But, it really is a guess. Also, is declarer a player that might falsecard with 
a holding of ♠ 86? Some players never falsecard!

At three tables East contracted 3 NT and made eleven tricks when North failed to bid spades and 
South led a small diamond, declarer winning with ♦ K to add to 3 hearts and seven clubs tricks.



Board 23
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ A Q 7 5 3 2
♥ 10 4 3
♦ Q 4
♣ Q 5

♠ K 10 9 4
♥ A J 2
♦ 10 7 5 3
♣ 9 3

♠ 8
♥ K Q 9
♦ K 8
♣ A K J 10 8 7 4

♠ J 6
♥ 8 7 6 5
♦ A J 9 6 2
♣ 6 2

N

W E

S

EW 3N; EW 4♣; EW 1♥; EW 1♦; Par −600: EW 3N=

Saints & Sinners

At another table West declarer 3 NT after North opened 1 ♠. North led ♠ 5 and declarer duly 
wrapped up eleven tricks via 1 spade, 3 hearts, and 7 clubs.

At another table, North opened 2 ♠ (Weak), East overcalled 3 ♣ and West bid 3 NT.  North led 
♠ A and continued with ♠ 2 to South's ♠ J and declarer's ♠ K.  Declarer rattled off club and heart 
winners, discarding four diamonds from hand, and at trick eleven declarer led ♥ Q from dummy, 
overtaking with ♥ A in hand, South following with ♥ 8, (her fourth heart, three previously 
played/discarded). North, now holding ♠ Q and ♦ Q4, has to make a discard and elected to 
discard ♠ Q, promoting declarer's ♠ 10 as a twelfth trick. It is at times like this where South's 
count signals in the red suits can help North to resolve the dilemma she faces. North has to 
reduce to two cards from a selection of ♠ Q, ♦ Q4. If declarer's remaining two cards are ♦ Ax 
then declarer will win the last two tricks...but then declarer might have claimed...and Michael 
O'Connor is not the slowest player to register a claim! So, North can eliminate the possibility of 
declarer holding ♦ A. So, that means that South has ♦ Ax or ♦ A and ♠ 10 or ♦ A and ♥ J. If 
declarer has ♥ J then there is only one other trick for N/S to win and that will be South's ♦ A. So, 
North can afford to discard ♦ 4 while retaining ♠ Q and ♦ Q.  BUT, North discarded ♠ Q and 
declarer cashed ♥ J and ♠ 10 for twelve tricks! Saintly status to declarer for giving the 
opposition a chance to make the wrong discard.  

But, there was one other vital clue that North missed... South, holding ♠ J10 would have played 
♠ 10 NOT ♠ J on the second round of the suit! 

These are situations where it is not always easy to to arrive at the right conclusion and many 
players don't take the time to try and rationalize their final decision and simply rely on guess 
work! A little thinking can go along way and earlier plays and discards, and even bidding, by 
partner and the opponents can often provide vital clues which can help one to reach the right 
decision.
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♣ 6

♠ —
♥ Q 10 9 4 2
♦ 9 8 6 5
♣ K Q 10 9

N

W E

S

EW 5♠; EW 2N; NS 2♥; E 3♦; NS 3♣; W 2♦; Par −450: EW 5♠=

Another example of the power of shape...two GOOD five card suits should see East/West easily 
reach 4 ♠ after partner shows initial support. Declarer should make eleven tricks despite the 4-0 
trump break and the 4-2 diamond break by ruffing a diamond before drawing all trumps unless 
South discards a diamond. On a club lead declarer can afford to draw three rounds of trumps and 
then cash two top diamonds and ruff a diamond in dummy and return to hand with a club ruff, 
draw the last trump and cash diamond winners.  I suppose that in order to be ultra careful 
declarer should cash one top trump in hand, cash DA, enter dummy with SK (or SA10 or S10) 
and lead a second diamond from dummy. If North ruffs then declarer plays low from hand and 
ruffs the next diamond HIGH (S10 or S9) and then draws trumps and cashes the remaining 
diamond winners for ten tricks. This allows for the diamonds breaking 5-1. But as diamonds 
break 4-2 declarer should easily score eleven tricks not ten. BUT, some declarers may get into 
difficulty by drawing too many trumps BEFORE tackling the diamond suit!  Also, some 
declarers may get lucky when South innocently discards a diamond (or two!) thus establishing 
declarers diamond suit as 5 winners....but not all declarers may recognise that! Note that on a 
heart lead and continuation, declarer ruffing the third round, declarer will need to be careful by 
cashing two top trumps and then two top diamonds and ruffing a third round with a high trump 
and then drawing the remaining trumps and cashing diamond winners. So, this will be a case of 
not all similar results being equal but where some declarers may have received unintended 
assistance from South whereas other declarers were careful in the play!
 
Saints & Sinners

Uniformity! A spade contract was reached at all 21 tables but where only 19 E/W pairs bid the 
spade game. At one table East opened 1 ♠, West raised to 2 ♠, East bid 3 ♦, promising a better 
than minimum opening, and South came to life with a cheeky 3 ♥. West made a free bid of 3 ♠ 
(she could have Passed). East is awarded Sinner status for Passing.

At another table East opened 1 ♠, South bid 2 ♥, West bid 2 ♠, North bid 3 ♥ and East just bid 
3 ♠ which became the final contract. East should have bid 4 ♠ with her strong two-suiter. Sinner 
status to East. At the remaining 19 tables East declared 4 ♠ but that's where the similarity ends. 
One declarer failed to make her contract and four others only managed to score ten tricks.  
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Saints & Sinners

At one table East opened 1 ♠, West bid 2 ♠ and East jumped to 4 ♠. South led ♣ K, dummy's 
♣ A winning. Declarer then drew three rounds of trumps, ending in hand. For some strange 
reason declarer next led a heart to dummy's ♥ J and North's ♥ K. North continued with another 
club, declarer ruffing in hand with ♠ 8 and now facing a situation where declarer (♠ J), dummy 
(♠ 10) and North (♠ 7) each hold a single trump BUT where declarer's diamond suit has still not 
been established. There are a couple of options...declarer can cash ♠ J in hand and then play 
diamonds from the top hoping the suit breaks 3-3 (it doesn't and declarer loses control of the 
hand and will finish one down); alternatively declarer can start playing diamonds from the top, 
HOPING that North has a singleton ♦ J and that North ruffs the second round (♦ 10 in dummy). 
If North has (a singleton ♦ J) and doesn't ruff the second diamond (won by dummy's ♦ 10) then 
declarer can next led dummy's ♠ 10, overtaking with ♠ J in hand and cashing ♦ KQ, giving 
declarer ten tricks. And if North ruffs the second diamond then declarer will score her trumps 
separately as well as three top diamonds (♦ A and then ♦ KQ)...but the ♦ J is not singleton and 
so this line also fails.   In fact at this stage declarer can no longer make the contract EXCEPT for 
the important fact that South discarded a diamond on the first trump. So, declarer can simply 
cash diamonds from the top, North perhaps ruffing the third round. N/S and may cash two hearts 
but declarer's hand will then be high (all winners). Note that declarer needs to appreciate the 
significance of South's diamond discard together with the fact that both opponents then follow to 
two rounds of diamonds. That means that declarer's ♦ Q72 are all winners (when cashed from 
the top!). Recognising this type of situation is one of the hallmarks of the better players. And 
sympathies to South who is trying to guard three side suits and must start discarding at trick two! 
South can initially afford a heart, unless declarer started with five hearts! After that it gets tricky! 
But there are defensive clues, e.g. if South leads a heart and North wins with ♥ K then instantly 
South knows that declarer doesn't hold four hearts [With four hearts ♥ A875 declarer would win 
the first trick with ♥ A...] This is absolutely confirmed when North cashes ♥ A at trick two! Now 
South knows that declarer started with 2, or at most 3 hearts, so South can afford to discard two 
hearts on trump leads! Similarly on a club lead (♣ K or ♣ Q according to partnership lead 
agreements), North can show club length via a count signal. Admittedly there is a slight element 
of doubt as to whether the even number of clubs that North holds is 2 or 4. Anyway, the defense 
are not entirely helpless.
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Saints & Sinners

At one table East opened 1 ♠ and raised partner's 2 ♠ response to the spade game. Note one of 
the benefits of not bidding a side suit is that it doesn't give vital information to the defense. Here, 
if East bids diamonds over West's 2 ♠ then South is alerted as to the importance of his modest 
diamond holding! South led ♣ K and North pointedly played ♣ 4 (beginning a count signal or 
was it an attitude signal?). Declarer won with dummy's ♣ A and proceeded to cash three trumps, 
ending in hand. South discarded two hearts and then, unfortunately, a diamond on the third 
trump! BUT, declarer failed to take advantage when she duly cashed two top diamonds, both 
opponents following.  Declarer, oblivious to the fact that her diamonds were all winners 
proceeded to play ♦ Q WITHOUT drawing North's ♠ 7. North ruffed the ♦ Q and then played 
♥ A, South following with ♥ 9, having previously discarded ♥ 32 on trumps. North should have 
continued with ♥ K BUT reverted to clubs, declarer ruffing in hand with ♠ Q (still holding ♠ A). 
At this point declarer holds ♠ A, ♥ 8, ♦ 72 while dummy holds ♠ 9, ♥ J, ♣ 752 and can still 
make all the remaining tricks....cash ♦ 7, discarding ♥ J from dummy and continue with ♦ 2 
discarding a club from dummy. Declarer then ruffs ♥ 8 in dummy and claims last trick with ♠ A. 
BUT...declarer led ♦ 2, South discarding ♣ 10 ...and declarer needlessly ruffed with dummy's 
♠ 9. Declarer then ruffed a club in hand and fortunately led ♦ 7 instead of ♦ 8 which, perhaps 
much to her surprise, won the trick. Declarer then conceded a heart. Ten tricks to declarer which 
should have been eleven. 

One of the first things that less experienced players need to master is keeping track of cards in a 
side suit. On this hand declarer failed to recognise, TWICE, that her small diamonds were 
winners! In the first instance it was forgetting, or failing to appreciate the significance of South's 
diamond discard on the third round of trumps. Secondly... after North ruffed ♦ Q, declarer 
subsequently led ♦ 2 and South discarded a club...So, North had ruffed the previous diamond 
and South has discarded on this diamond, hence, it's a winner and no need to ruff in dummy!  It 
will come...in time, and with a bit of concentration! But, in the meantime it's Sinner status to 
declarer!               (BERNIE2000)
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Saints & Sinners

At another table after an auction of 1 ♠-2 ♠-4 ♠ South led ♣ K, dummy's ♣ A winning the trick. 
Declarer then cashed FOUR rounds of spades. Declarer then led a low diamond from hand 
towards dummy's ♦ 104 rising with dummy's ♦ 10 when South played low, North winning with 
♦ J and then cashing ♥ AK to hold declarer to ten tricks. While declarer might be applauded for 
her 'Safety Play in diamonds (i.e. in case South held ♦ Jxxxx) two things eluded her! One, South 
discarded a diamond on the first round of trumps thus reducing the likelihood of diamonds 
breaking badly...and secondly, if diamonds are breaking 5-1 then declarer will lose the first 
diamond and be forced to ruff a club or heart with her last trump before she can unblock ♦ 10 
and return to hand to cash ♦ AKQ. Having drawn four rounds of trumps declarer should simply 
cash diamonds from the top and on this occasion, because of South's earlier diamond discard, 
declarer will make eleven tricks!  Declarer, a Saint in the making, but with thinking still a little 
muddled! Bonus marks to her for effort!     (SiobhanOS)

At another table East also declared 4 ♠ after 1 ♠-2 ♠-4 ♠. Declarer had an easy route to eleven 
tricks but failed to pay attention to South's discards on the first three trumps...South discarded 
three diamonds!!!  Declarer won the club lead with dummy's ♣ A and then cashed three top 
trumps (South discarding three diamonds). Declarer should draw North's remaining trump and 
then claim eleven tricks. BUT, declarer cashed two top diamonds and then ruffed ♦ 2 with 
dummy's ♠ 2 as North overruffed with ♠ 7. North cashed ♥ AK to leave declarer with ten tricks! 
Sinner status to declarer for not recognising that all of her diamonds were winners and that she 
could simply draw North's ♠ 7 before cashing five diamond winners for eleven tricks. Also, if 
declarer had left any spade in dummy other than ♠ 2 she could have ruffed the third diamond 
without North being able to overruff!                                             (idoella)

At another table South also led ♣ K against 4 ♠, dummy's ♣ A winning. Declarer next cashed 
three top trumps, ending in hand, as South discarded two diamonds and a heart. Declarer now 
cashed two top diamonds and was oblivious to the fact that the remaining diamonds in hand were 
all winners! South continued with ♦ Q, North gratefully ruffing with ♠ 7 and then cashing ♥ AK 
thus holding declarer to ten tricks. Actually, declarer held himself to ten tricks. Sinner status 
awarded to declarer.
(BrendanTyr) 
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Saints & Sinners

At the 14 other tables declarer emerged with eleven tricks. But the sequence of plays varied. At 
nine tables South led a club and declarer won and then drew four rounds of trumps, South 
discarding at least one diamond thereby establishing declarer's five diamonds as winners without 
any need to ruff one in dummy.

At two other tables declarer drew three rounds of trumps and then ruffed a diamond in dummy 
even though South had discarded at least one diamond thereby ensuring that when declarer 
cashed two top diamonds there was no need to ruff a diamond in dummy! Two rounds of 
diamonds, all following = 8 diamonds played + 1 discarded equals 9 diamonds accounted for. 
With declarer holding ♦ Q72 and only one outstanding diamond, declarer's remaining three cards 
are cashable! Ruffing a diamond is unnecessary! Sinner status to both declarers for not 
appreciating that declarer's diamonds were cashable once South had discarded one and both 
opponents subsequently followed suit when two top diamonds were cashed!

At one table declarer won the club lead, cashed one top trump, South discarding a heart and then 
played ♦ AK and proceeded to ruff a small diamond in dummy with dummy's ♠ 9, draw the 
remaining trumps and cash her diamond winners for eleven tricks.  Safely played. Saintly status 
to Mary Lonergan who appreciated the need for ruffing a diamond when South had not 
discarded one. 

At another table declarer received the lead of ♦ 9, dummy's ♦ 10 drawing North's ♦ J as declarer 
won with ♦ Q. Declarer then cashed three rounds of trumps, South discarding a diamond and two 
hearts. Declarer next cashed ♦ A and when both opponents followed suit should have known that 
her remaining diamonds were winners. BUT, declarer ruffed ♦ 2 with dummy's ♦ 10 and then 
cashed ♣ A, ruffed a club in hand, drew North's ♠ 7 and cashed her remaining diamond winners! 
I suppose that the ruff of the third diamond was a typical Irish bridge version of 'to be sure, to be 
sure'!  (Ingramgirl) 



Board 24
West Deals
None Vul

♠ 7 5 4 3
♥ A K 7
♦ J 3
♣ J 8 4 3

♠ K 10 9 2
♥ J 6 3
♦ 10 4
♣ A 7 5 2

♠ A Q J 8 6
♥ 8 5
♦ A K Q 7 2
♣ 6

♠ —
♥ Q 10 9 4 2
♦ 9 8 6 5
♣ K Q 10 9

N

W E

S

EW 5♠; EW 2N; NS 2♥; E 3♦; NS 3♣; W 2♦; Par −450: EW 5♠=

Saints & Sinners

At the last table South overcalled 2 ♥, West bid 2 ♠ and North bid 3 ♥, East closing the auction 
with 4 ♠. South led a heart, North cashing ♥ AK and continuing with a third heart ruffed by 
declarer who then drew two rounds of trumps. Declarer then played a club to dummy's ♣ A and 
next ruffed a club in hand reducing himself to a singlet ♠ J in hand with ♠ K10 in dummy while 
North still held ♠ 75. Declarer now led ♠ J, overtaking with dummy's ♠ K and cashed dummy's 
♠ 10 removing North's trumps. Declarer then played diamonds and scored ♦ AKQ7 because 
South had discarded a diamond! Lucky! Sinner status to declarer.

I'm left with a very clear impression that many declarers failed to appreciate the status of their 
diamond suit after South discarded one or more diamonds and where cashing ♦ AK saw both 
defenders follow suit! Declarers remaining diamonds re all good!  

Counting, counting...all the time!


