TRIBESBRIDGE CLUB - 50th ANNIVERSARY: 1971 - 2021
Greetings!
Apologiesthat thisis arriving alittle later than usual.

Herewith find attached the analysis of selected hands played last Thursday, 4th March 2021, in
the Tribes Bridge Club BBO IMPs Pairs.

Another set of cracking hands with several declarer play and defensive problems which many
found challenging.

Thisweek | have analysed six hands in varying degrees of detail. | have aso included brief
comments on three other hands.

In total there are thirty-four pages of analysis’comment.

One hand saw a swing of 960 points at one table! Yes, 14 x-3 cost one declarer -800 whereas
1 & x would have resulted in +160!!!

Thereisalso a3 NT where some declarers escaped but the majority failed.

And atricky 4 4 which eluded the mgjority of declarers

Another board...3 ¢ x by E/W making at two tableswith 3NT or 5% making for N/S!
A difficult 4 ¢ which shouldn't really make...but did at several tables!

Another hand saw two declarers reach 44 and make all thirteen tricks whereas one other
declarer played in 24 which failed by one trick!

As aways there were several other hands that | wished | had time to analyse...Time, time, time!
Enjoy!

Paul J Scannell
11th March 2021

P.S. I will shortly issue an email with alink to an online Survey with ten questions which require
answers that take the form of asimple tick in a check-box. The survey seeks to identify
satisfaction / dissatisfaction re various aspects of the Thursday game and also seeks to identify
interest levelsre possible aternative options. | hope that all members will complete the survey.
No personal details are recorded.
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44 can aways make but 4 v fails on repeated diamond leads eventually providing an uppercut
which promotes East's ¥ 10 if declarer has not previously drawn all trumps. And if trumps have
been drawn then West's diamonds will become cashable winners with 4 A as an entry.

Note:

4 v was contracted at eight table and was successful at seven. At onetable it failed by THREE
tricks!

44 washid at thirteen tables, al declarers making at least ten tricks with four making an extra
one
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A spade contract was played at 21 of 22 tables with seven N/S pairs reaching the spade game.
The defense can score three tricks thus holding declarer to the bare minimum needed to make
44 BUT, if E/W do not cash their three tricks at the start of play then declarer could emerge
with twelve tricks via 6 spades and 6 diamonds! But bidding the game is not straightforward as
evidenced by the fact that only athird of the field managed to reach 44 .

Saints & Sinners

Bottom of the bunch has to be the table where South contracted 24 and emerged with only seven
tricks! South opened 14 and rebid 24 over North's2+¢ . West led ¢ 9, clearly asingleton,
declarer winning in hand with ¢ 10. Declarer continued with a spade to dummy's# 10...and the
roof fell in!!! East gave partner a diamond ruff and West dutifully played aclub to East's# A
whereupon East gave partner another diamond ruff. West cashed # K and then switched to a
heart, East winning with ¥ A, the sixth trick for the defense! Declarer finished one down. Note
that even if finesse of # 10 won declarer has no way of returning to hand to cash ¢ A and draw
West's last trump without first losing the lead to an opponent. Better to play a spade to dummy's
& K and then play a spade back to # A. If spades break 3-3 then declarer can continue with a
third spade and can afford to lose two clubs and two hearts and still make the contract. BUT, asit
turns out, this line produces a huge bonus when East produces# Q on the second round. Now
declarer can make twelvetricks. Sinner status to declarer.

At another table declarer also played a contract of 24 onthelead of ¢ 9. Identical defense up to
the point where West ruffed the third diamond and cashed # K. West decided not to believe
South's# Q falling under his# K and continued with & J, declarer ruffing in hand and then
playing a spade to dummy's ¢ K whereupon declarer cashed dummy's three diamond winners
whilst discarding hearts from hand! Sinner statusto West.

At two tables South contracted 4 4 and in each case declarer made all thirteen tricks. At one
table West led ¥ Q and East ducked. South drew trumps and cashed six diamonds discarding his
two club losers and heart loser from hand. At the other table West led ¢ 9, declarer winning,
drawing trumps and cashing six diamonds. East then played low when declarer led a heart from
dummy and scored a 13th trick with the then singleton ¥ K. Sinner statusto both Easts.
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Saints & Sinners

At another table, South contracted 24 . West led ¥ Q and East ducked! Declarer won withv K,
drew trumps and cashed dummy's diamonds while discarding his two clubs and remaining heart
and thus scored thirteen tricks! With the threatening diamond suit in dummy East should rise
with ¥ A at trick one and switch to clubs. Sinner statusto East.

Declarer was held to ten tricks at only THREE tables. At two of these West led v Q against a
spade part-score, East rising with ¥ A. Both Easts then cashed C# A and continued with a club
to partner's # K. Saintly statusto both Easts...Kathleen Lovely and Murt Scarry. Note that in
the latter case Murt had overcalled 2 ¥ (not recommended on such a poor suit). Commendation
to Kathleen's partner, Carmel Burke, for finding the heart lead without assistance from partner.

At the third table West led # 4 against 4 4, East rising with # A and returning # 8 to declarer's
& Q and West's# K. West unerringly found the switch to ¥ 4, East rising with v A. Saintly
status to Patsy O'Flynn & Marian Walsh.

At one table South opened 1 4 and North bid 1 NT (alerted as 6-11hcp). At this table South rebid
2 & which promisesasix card suit. With only 5 spades South would bid his better minor unless
he could bid 2 ¥ . North was now able to bid 34 which South Passed. [Note: For most
partnerships that play 5 card spades or 5 card majors, arebid of 24 does not promise asix card
suit!]

At one table North responded 2 ¢ and South bid 3 ¢ which became the fina contract. When East
led a trump declarer had no problem scoring twelve tricks. With diamonds on her right and
spades on her left perhaps East should have considered leading one of her two aces?
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If North opens 1 # some Easts will make a pre-emptive overcall of 3¢ (Note the favourable
vulnerability!). South must NOT bid either 3¥ or 34 where either bid promises at least afive
card suit. So, how can South bring the two major suitsinto play? Easy! South can make a
Negative Double (Takeout) which promises support for both unbid suits. If West Passes then
North will bid 3NT and declarer can make ten tricks. Thisis not an easy hand for partnerships
that do not play Negative Doubles and some pairs may end up in a club contract where declarer
can be held to ten tricks but the defense to achieve that is unlikely to be found at many tables and
so 5# will more than likely make if it isbid. Note: The defense to beat 5% requires East to cash
v A and then put West on lead with # K for a heart return which East will ruff. On the likely
diamond lead declarer will be able to draw trumps and then cash two more top diamonds,
discarding two hearts from dummy. Declarer will subsequently lose# A and v A. Some N/S
pairs may reach 4 ¥ which will run into big problems! 3NT isthe spot to reach. Note: If East
elects not to bid then South can bid 1 ¥ and over North's 2 #rebid South can now bid 24 . This
sequence does not mean that South has five hearts. The bid simply promises 4-4 in the majors.

Y es, South might have 5 hearts and 4 spades but that is not guaranteed.

Saints & Sinners

Only five N/S pairs reached 3 NT...four making nine tricks and one scoring eleven tricks. Seven
partnerships bid 5%, all but one making eleven tricks. One pair rested in 4 %, making exactly ten
tricks. And another N/S pair climbed too high and reached 6 # x which failed by one trick. At
four tables4 v was reached, all declarersfailing by 2, 3, or 4 tricks. One South played in 44 and
ended up four light! Two East's were allowed to declare 34 x, both making nine tricks. One East
declared 5 ¢ x and suffered athree trick defeat. Lots to digest there!

At one table East pre-empted 3¢ over North's 1 % opening. South made a Negative Double and
North bid 3NT which was Passed to West who decided to bid 4 ¢ . This Passed to South who bid
5# and East closed the bidding with 54 which South Doubled. The defense was swift and
effective. South led her singleton trump to North's¢ A. North cashed ¢ A and then switched to
# J. The defense duly scored 1 spade, 1 heart, 3 trumps, 2 clubs for athree trick defeat. Once N/S
bid game the sacrificein 5 ¢ x-3 was worth +1 Imp to E/W. Good judgment by all 4 players.
Saintly statusto N/S, Clodagh & Louise, and to E/W, Ann & Therese.
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Saints& Sinners
At one table North opened 1 #, East overcalled 34 and South bid 34 . All Passed and the
defense was fairly ruthless in what was a hopeless contract. South does much better to use a
Negative Double but | suspect that this partnership did not have that bid in their armoury! And
of course, 34 in this sequence is FORCING. North should have bid 3NT. Against 34 West led
¢ 9, dummy's ¢ A winning. South played two more rounds of diamonds discarding hearts from
hand, West ruffing the third one with # 4. West continued with her singleton club, declarer
winning in dummy. Declarer now played aclub to her & A, West ruffing with # 7. West
continued with a heart to East's ¥ A. East played another diamond, declarer discarding # Q from
hand (discarding ¥ K might be better) as West ruffed with # 8. West now played another heart
and East ruffed with # 2. East played yet another diamond and declarer ruffed with ¢ Jas West
overruffed with ¢ K. West now held # 10, ¥ Q97 while East held ¢ A9, ¢ 75. Declarer held
& Q65, # 5..North'shand isirrelevant. West, on lead, plays¥ 7 and East and South each had a
chance to create an extratrick for their side! First what happened at the table...East ruffed with
# 9 and declarer overruffed with & Q. Declarer now played # 5, West ruffing with ¢ 10. West
led another heart and East ruffed with ¢ A as South UNDERRUFFED with ¢ 5! South scored
the last trick with ¢ 6. Replay #1: South's moment of stardom! After overruffing East's# 9 with
# Q declarer should continue with # 5, crashing West's4 10 and East's¢ A. This gives declarer
an extratrick and sees her suffer athreetrick defeat rather than four down! BUT, Replay #2: if
East ruffswith ¢ A instead of # 9 now East can play another diamond and E/W cannot be
deprived of another trump as West holds asingleton # 10 and East holds singleton ¢ 9 while
declarer & Q65. If South ruffswith 4 Q then West's# 10 will take atrick even though East's# 9
falls on the same trick. If declarer ruffswith & 6 then West overruffswith ¢ 10. But thereal
culprit was declarer who after ruffing East's# 9 with 4 Q should have played # 5 crashing the
two outstanding trumps in one trick. And how should declarer have known that the two
outstanding trumps were in different hands? Counting, Counting...all thetime! Declarer knows
that West started with a doubleton diamond and a singleton club. That places East with 7
diamonds and 2 clubs. The picture is completed when East ruffs the second heart thus confirming
East's distribution as 3 spades, 1 heart, 7 diamonds, 2 clubs. And hence West is known to have
started with 5 spades, 5 hearts, 2 diamonds, 1 club. When declarer wins# Q she should know
that each defender now has a single spade |eft. Leading # 5 crashesthem in onetrick...and
declarer scores the remaining tricks for three down. Sinner status to South and also to East.
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Saints & Sinners

At another table North opened 1 %, East overcaled 1 ¢ (apre-emptive 3D causes more
disruption and makes life more difficult for the opponents). South made a Negative Double and
North re-bid 2#. East now bid 2 ¢ and South, unaware of North's diamond holding, jumped to
5. North committed that common sin of bidding one more after partner has selected afinal
contract! East applied a Penalty Double and declarer duly failed by one trick. Sinner statusto
North.

At four tables North opened 1, East bid 3¢ and all four Souths bid 3 ¥ which North raised at
eachtableto4 v . The3 v bid by South is WRONG. It promises at LEAST five hearts. North
cannot be blamed for raising to 4 v . At one of these tables West Doubled the final contract and
duly led ¢ 9, declarer winning with dummy's ¢ A. Declarer now led dummy's4 3 and East
played low (East might have been better advised to risewith# A, cash ¥ A and play a second
diamond.) Declarer played 4 Q from hand, West winning with 4 K and exiting on her singleton
club. Declarer won the club switch in dummy and cashed ¢ KQ, discarding two spades from
hand as West ruffed the ¢ Q with v 5. West now led ¥ 6, East winning with ¥ A. East
continued with & 4, West ruffing with ¥ 7. West subsequently scored atrick with her v Q to
leave declarer with atwo trick deficit. +500 to E/W was worth a whopping +10.71 Imps. Sinner
status to South for bidding 3 v ..

At the second table West also led ¢ 9, declarer winning with dummy's D¢ Q. Declarer at this
table led ¥ 10 from dummy, East rising, perforce with ¥ A. East cashed ¢ A and then continued
with adiamond, declarer winning perforce in dummy. Declarer now led ¥ 4, East discarding a
diamond, and elected to rise with ¥ K from hand. Declarer next led ¢ Jand, when West played
low, ruffed with ¥ 8, dummy's last trump. Declarer played a club to her # Q and then continued
with & A, West ruffing with v 7. West now cashed ¢ K, declarer's# Q falling and then
continued with # 10, declarer ruffing with ¥ 3 and leaving declarer with a stiff ¥ J. Declarer
now played another club. West ruffing with ¥ 9, West then cashed ¥ Q, dropping declarer'sv J
and cashed # 8 at trick thirteen for a comprehensive four trick defeat. Declarer would have done
dlightly better by leading a small heart from dummy instead of ¥ 10. But the contract was always
doomed. Sinner statusto South for bidding 3 v..
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Saints & Sinners

At the fourth table the declarer in 4 v failed to take advantage of a dlip-up by the defense which
would have seen declarer escape for one down instead of three down!!! West led ¢ 9, declarer
winning with dummy's ¢ A. Declarer continued with v 10, East winning with ¥ A perforce. East
now played another diamond, declarer discarding # 5 from hand while winning the trick with
dummy's ¢ K. Declarer next led ¥ 4 from dummy, rising with ¥ K as East discarded ¢ 4.
Declarer continued with ¢ Jfrom hand, West playing low as East won with ¢ A. A spade return
from East would have been hugely beneficial to the defense...BUT, East continued with a
diamond, declarer discarding # 6 from hand as West ruffed with v 7. At this point West held

4 K1087,v Q9, # 2 while declarer held # Q, v J3, # AQ53. Dummy holds v 8, # KJ10987.
West ison lead...First what actually happened...and then two Replays as to what might have
been! West cashed ¥ Q and continued with & 2, declarer winning in dummy. Declarer played
another club and West ruffed with ¥ 9 and then cashed ¢ K and declarer then ruffed the spade
continuation and cashed two clubs to escape for three down.

Replay#1... After West ruffs the diamond with ¥ 7 West can cash ¥ Q, removing dummy's H8
and leaving declarer with ¥ J. West now continues with # K, declarer's4 Q falling and West
then plays another spade, leaving declarer to score ¥ J and cash one club but West then ruffing
the second club and cashing # 87 to leave declarer FIVE down instead of three light! Sinner
status to West.

Replay#2...After West cashed ¥ Q and continued with a club declarer should have won in hand
and then played v J, drawing West's ¥ 9. Declarer can then cash FOUR club tricks in dummy,
leaving declarer just ONE down instead of THREE (or even FIVE) light!!! Sinner statusto
declarer.



Board 5 s 3

North Deals v 1084
N-SVul ¢ AKQ
& KJ10987
& K10874 N & AO?
vy Q9765 W v A
¢ 96 ¢ J1075432
a2 S 4 64
4 QJ65
vy KJ32
¢+ 8
& AQ53

NS4N; NS4%; NS2v; E 14 ; EW 1¢ ; Par +630: NS 4N=
Saints& Sinners
At two tables East declared 3 ¢ x. Asthelist of Makeable Contracts suggests this should be two
down! At both tables declarer emerged with nine tricks! At both tables North opened 14, East
bid 3¢ and South Doubled, At neither table was the Double alerted suggesting that in both cases
the Double by South was intended as penalty. Both Norths Passed.

At thefirst table South led ¥ 2, declarer playing ¥ 5 from dummy as South erred by playing ¥ 10
instead of ¥ 8 [Note: put yourself in South's shoes...who hasthe v 8? Clearly declarer hasit
otherwise North would have played v 8 instead of ¥ 10 with ¥ 9 clearly visible in dummy!!!).
Declarer won with ¥ A and at trick two played # 2 to dummy's# K, North following with ¢ 3.
declarer next led # 2 from dummy, North winning with # 10 as declarer and South followed
with & 4 and # 3 respectively. North now has the simplest and most obvious continuation to see
the contract fail by two tricks! North simply needs to cash two top diamonds, removing dummy's
two trumps and then cash a second club. And South can then subsequently wait to score a spade,
leaving declarer two down! BUT, North continued with ¥ 8 and now a contract that should have
been two down was now on its way to escaping for one down and the defense could no longer do
anything about it! The chance had come...and was gone in aflash! Declarer ruffed the heart
return in hand and then ruffed a club with dummy's ¢ 9. Declarer then led ¢ 6 from dummy and
North won with ¢ Q. North continued with # Jand to her horror watched as declarer ruffed in
hand. Declarer continued with another trump, South discarding ¥ J as North won with ¢ K.
North persisted with another club, declarer ruffing in hand. Declarer played another diamond and
discarded another spade from dummy as North won with ¢ A. At this point declarer holds & A9,
¢ 7 whiledummy holds # 10, ¥ Q9. South holds# QJ, ¥ K and North, on lead, holds v 4,

# 08. And thetrain crash is fast approaching... N/S need only one more trick to defeat the
contract! North could have ensured that it was defeated by continuing with a heart, forcing
declarer to ruff AND South to follow suit with ¥ K but still retaining ¢ QJ and sure to score one
of the last two tricks! BUT, North continued with a club and declarer ruffed and South now had
to discard... South looked at the ¥ Q9 in dummy and discarded # Jleaving declarer to score the
last two trickswith ¢ A9. Ninetricks and +470 to E/W and a huge +10 Imps as well. And this
was so simple... South had forgotten that declarer had ruffed a heart in hand at trick #4. Sinner
status to North for failing to cash two top trumps when given the chance and to South for not
retaining ¢ QJ.
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Saints & Sinners

At the second table South led # A and then made what proved to be afatal continuation...South
played # Q at trick two!!! Declarer ruffed aclub in dummy at trick three and then continued
with atrump to North's ¢ Q. North next tried # K and must have felt a cold shiver when declarer
ruffed in hand! Declarer played another trump, North winning with ¢ K. North now tried a heart,
declarer winning with ¥ A and then played athird round of diamonds, North winning with ¢ A.
North continued hopefully with a second heart only to see declarer ruff in hand as both North and
South must now have realised what was coming... Declarer next cashed ¢ 7 and South, who
knew that declarer had no hearts and no clubs, discarded another spade thus baring her & J.
Declarer duly scored two spade with dummy's4 K10. South's switchto # Q at trick two proving
to be absolutely fatal for the defense. Nine tricks, +470 and ajuicy 10 Impsto E/W. Sinner
status to South who had two chances to defeat the contract...1) switching to atrump at trick
two...and 2) switching to any suit other than spades. Note that North had no control over the
destiny of the hand unlike what happened at the previous table where North should shoulder
most of the blame.

At one table North declared 5% after East pre-empted with 3¢ over North's 1 % opening bid.
East led ¢ J, and declarer won and drew two rounds of trumps, ending in hand. Declarer now
cashed two more top diamonds but unfortunately discarded two spades from dummy instead of
two hearts! Subsequently declarer could not avoid losing two heart tricks, oneto East'sv A and
the other to West's ¥ Q. Discarding two hearts instead of two spades would have seen declarer
ruff histhird heart in dummy! Sinner statusto North.

At another table North declared 4 & after opening 1 # and hearing East overcall 14 . South
Doubled (not alerted). and West bid 14 . North bid 2%, East bid 2 ¢ and South, with 13 hcp and
asingleton diamond bid a non-forcing 3#!!! Thiswas Passed to East who bid 3 ¢ . South bid

4 % which became the final contract. E/W defended with surgical precision. East cashed ¥ A and
then switched to # 2, West winning with # K. West duly gave his partner a heart ruff leaving
declarer to score the remaining ten tricks. Saintly statusto E/W, Monica Power & Rosaleen
O'Muircheartaigh ...or should that be Ni Muircheartaigh! Sinner statusto N/Sfor failing to
reach SNT
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Saints & Sinners

At six tables North declared 5 %, with the contract making at all tables. Remember that thereis
only one defense to beat this contract...East cashes ¥ A at trick one followed by spade to West's
& K and a heart return which East ruffs. Otherwise declarer should prevail aslong as he discards
two hearts from dummy on the top diamonds, thereby avoiding the loss of a second heart to
West'sv Q.

At one table East overcalled 2 ¢ and South (playing with a BBO Robot) made a Negative
Double. West bid 24 and North bid 3# which South raisedto 5. East led ¢ A and continued
with & 9, declarer playing dummy's# Q which West covered with ¢ K as declarer ruffed.
Declarer drew two rounds of trumps and then led a heart from hand, East risng withv A,
perforce. Declarer subsequently discarded the losing heart from her hand on dummy's4 J.

At asecond table East also overcalled 24 which South Doubled (not alerted). North bid 3% and
South raised to 5. East DID cash ¥ A but unfortunately then cashed ¢ A and continued with

& 2, declarer playing dummy's# Jand ruffing West's¢ K. Declarer drew trumps and discarded
v 10 on dummy's & Q.

At athird table East overcalled 14 , South bid 1 v (better to make a Negative Double showing
support for BOTH major suits), West bid 14, North re-bid 2%, East bid 24 and South jumped
to5#. At thistable East also cashed ¥ A but unfortunately continued with ¢ A followed by # 2,
dummy's ¢ Jbeing covered by West's4 K as declarer ruffed. Declarer drew trumps and
discarded two hearts from dummy on ¢ KQ. Contract made.

At afourth table East did not bid and South responded 1 v, North rebid 2 % and eventually found
herself at thehelmin 5#. East led atrump, declarer winning and drawing a second round before
leading ¥ 10 from hand, East winning with ¥ A perforce. East continued with a diamond,
declarer winning with ¢ A and then cashing ¢ K, discarding a heart from dummy. Declarer
subsequently discarded a second heart from dummy on ¢ Q and then ruffed ¥ 10 in dummy.
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Saints & Sinners

At thefifth table East overcalled 1 ¢ and South bid 1 ¥ (again, better to make a Negative Double
to show both major suits). North rebid 2 %, East bid 2 ¢ and South jumped to 5#. East cashed
HA and then switched to a diamond, declarer winning in hand. Declarer next cashed two rounds
of trumps ending in dummy. Declarer now led ¢ Q, West rising with 4 K. West, perhaps naively
hopeful that partner still had another trump, continued with v 6, directly into dummy's v KJ3.
Thiswas a dangerous play by West and could have been hugely costly if declarer did not have
THREE top diamonds because in that case declarer would not have been able to avoid losing a
heart to West'sv Q! West should have exited on a diamond after winning ¢ K. In fact West
should not have covered ¢ Q with 4 K because now declarer can ruff out East's# A and
establish dummy's 4 Jasawinner for the discard of alosing heart from hand. Note that if East
wins the first spade that leaves West sitting over dummy's 4 J65 with ¢ K1087 and absolutely no
chance of establishing any of dummy's spades as awinner for a heart discard. Sinner statusto
West on two counts... covering ¢ Q with # K and returning ¥ 6 into dummy's ¥ KJ.

At the sixth table East overcalled 3¢ and South Doubled (not alerted). I'm not sure what the
Double promised but North must have presumed that it was strong because he jumped to 5 #
with hisre-bid! East led adiamond, declarer winning in hand with ¢ A. Declarer drew two
rounds of trumps, ending in dummy, (better to win the second round in hand) and then led S8 Q,
West covering when it's better to duck for the reasons outlined above. West exited on her second
diamond, declarer winning with ¢ K as he discarded a heart from dummy. Declarer now led v 4,
East risng with v A, perforce. East now attempted to cash ¢ A, declarer ruffing in hand.
Declarer subsequently discarded ¥ 10 on dummy's ¢ J. West should have ducked ¢ Q, East
winning with ¢ A and now declarer cannot establish ¢ Jasawinner for a heart discard from
hand. Y es, of course declarer can always discard two hearts from dummy on his top diamonds
but as we saw in an earlier description of the play at another table one declarer mistakenly
discarded spades not hearts and duly ended one down! Sinner statusto West.

At four other tables North declared 3NT. All received a diamond lead and duly cashed nine top
tricks. Saintly statusto the four pairsfor sensible bidding to reach the top spot: Sheila &
Norma, David & Rory, Michael & Marlene, Moya & Marie.



Board 5 s 3

North Deals v 1084
N-SVul ¢+ AKQ
& KJ10987
& K10874 N & AO?
vy Q9765 W £ v A
¢ 96 ¢ J1075432
a2 S 4 64
4 QJ65
vy KJ32
¢+ 8
& AQ53

NS4N; NS4%: NS2v: E 14 EW 1¢ ;: Par +630: NS 4N=
Saints & Sinners

At one table two BBO robots bid to 3NT as follows: North opened 1 #, East bid 1 ¢ , South
Doubled (Alerted as Negative), North rebid 2%, East bid 2 ¢ , South bid 3 ¢ (aerted as Forcing
to 3NT) and North closed the auction with 3NT. Declarer received adiamond lead, winning in
hand with ¢ A. Declarer next played two rounds of clubs, ending in hand, West discardingv 5
on the second club. Declarer now cashed ¢ K, discarding ¥ 2 from dummy and continued with
v 4, East winning perforce with v A. East exited on adiamond to declarer's¢ Q, dummy and
West each discarding a small spade. Declarer now led v 8, East discarding ¢ 2 as declarer rose
with dummy's ¥ K. Declarer now cashed dummy's# A and continued with & Q, overtaking with
# K inhand as West discarded ¥ 9 and ¢ 7 while East discarded ¢ 3 and # 9. At this stage, the
hand is an open book for West who knows that declarer started with 4 hearts, 5 clubs, and has
also shown up with 3 diamonds. Declarer's last card could be either adiamond or a spade. With
four tricks remaining West held ¢ K108, HQ while dummy held ¢ QJ6, ¥ J. Declarer cashed

# 10, East discarding ¢ 4 as declarer discarded # 6 from dummy and West discarded # 8.
Declarer now led # 7, East discarding ¢ 5 as declarer discarded ¢ Jfrom dummy and West, now
clutching # K10, v Q let her eyesrule her head as she discarded ¥ Q whereupon declarer next
cashed ¥ 10 from hand and then conceded the last trick to East's# A, as West followed with the
& K. Absolute Sinner statusto West who perhaps became fixated with dummy's# QJto the
point that she let go of simple reasoning! If you read from the end of line nine above you will
realise why West's decision to discard ¥ Q was based on lack of thinking. West KNOWS that
declarer holds v 10...East showed out on the second round of hearts! Therefore one of declarer's
last two cardsisthe v 10. If the other is# A then declarer has no way of getting at dummy's¢ Q
because the# A must be asingleton! And if the singleton is asmall spade then partner has the

s A

There is no substitute for clear and logical thinking...

Counting, counting...all thetime!



Board 6 ¢ Q

East Deals v J54
E-W vul ¢ J8542
& A943
& J9 N o AK532
vy KQ972 W e v 10863
¢ 10973 s ¢ Q6
& 75 & K 10
4 108764
v A
¢ AK
& QJ862

NS5&: EW 2v: NS 2¢ ; Par +400: NS 5% =

A number of pointsrethishand. 1) if East opens 14 South should PASS. 2) if West responds to
East's 14 opening bid it should be 1 NT and if East bids again it should be 2 ¥ which West will

Pass. 3) if South decidesto intervene after East opens 14 he should ssmply bid 2 #. The South

hand, with asingleton heart and a doubleton diamond, is totally unsuited to a Takeout Double of
1 . If South bids clubs the North can offer limited support for South's clubs.

Saints & Sinners

At one table East Passed and South opened 1 4 . North responded 1 NT and South correctly re-
bid 2 #. Thisis non-forcing and shows a hand of limited strength and values. At this table,
North, who should have been delighted to hear partner rebid 24 and should have Passed.
actually bid 2 ¢ . Perhaps South should have Passed but bid 2S and North Passed leaving partner
to play 24 inab5-1fit rather than 2 & which would have offered at least a 4-4 fit. Absolute
Sinner statusto North. 24 suffered atwo trick defeat where 54 can be made!

Absolute Sinner statusto the thr ee Souths who made a Takeout Double of East's 14 opening.

At six tables E/W played a heart contract. Three E/W declared 2 ¥, making eight tricks. At one
table a careless West shot herself in the foot when she had nine tricks in her sights and then took
her eye off the ball at avital moment! North led ¢ 2 against West's 2 ¥, South winning with ¢ A
and then cashing ¢ K. South then switched to # Q, North winning with # A. North continued
with aclub to dummy's K. Declarer led a trump, South winning perforce with v A. South
continued with a spade to declarer's4 J, North's# Q and dummy's# A. Declarer played a heart
toher ¥ Qandthenled ¢ 9 and let it run when North failed to cover with ¢ J. Declarer next
ruffed her last diamond with dummy's ¥ 8 and now simply needsto play ¥ 10 to her Hv,
dropping North's ¥ Jand claim. BUT, declarer needlessly, and carelessly attempted to cash
dummy's & K and North ruffed with v Jto hold declarer to eight tricks! Sinner statusto
declarer.

At the other two tables N/S organised a spade ruff for North thus limiting declarer to eight tricks.
Three others played in 3 ¥ and finished one down when North scored a spade ruff.



Board 6 «Q

East Deals v J54
E-W vul ¢ J8542
& A943
& J9 N o AK532
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¢ 10973 s ¢ Q6
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4 108764
v A
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Saints & Sinners

At one table East opened 14 and both South and West Passed. North came to life with alight
Protective Takeout Double and this was followed by three Passes as South converted North's bid
to a Penalty Double. South cashed ¥ A, ¢ AK and then continued with a small club to North's

# A. North now played ¢ 5, declarer ruffing with # 2 as South overruffed with # 4. South
continued with aclub to declarer's# K. Declarer cashed # A and should have noted North's¢ Q
falling. At this point N/S have scored 5 tricks while declarer has won 2. This was the position:
Declarer holds# K53, ¥ 1083. Dummy holds 4 J, ¥ KQ97, ¢ 10. South holds & 1087, # J8.
North's hand is mostly irrelevant. Fir st what happened and then what should have happened!
Declarer continued with a spade to dummy's# J, North discarding discarding # 3. Declarer then
played v 7 from dummy, North winning with ¥ J as South discarded # 8. North continued with
¢ J, declarer ruffing with & 5 as South overruffed with 4 8. South now led # Q and declarer was
only going to score one moretrick... 4 K. 14 x-3 =-800 and a huge 12.35 Impsto N/S. Now,
back to what should have happened... after winning with ¢ Jdeclarer should lead ¥ K, and
continue playing hearts, and South can ruff whenever she likes but then declarer will ruff the club
return, cash # K, drawing South's last trump and score two heart tricks with dummy's v Q9.

14 x made! A difference of three tricks...+160 instead of -800!!! Sinner statusto declarer who
didn't take time to work the play out in her head before playing the cards! And note that 14 by
East is not listed as a Makeable Contract!

Note: Thisisall about tempo. At the crucia point in the play, declarer and South each have three
trumps and both players have winnersin aside suit (hearts for declarer and clubs for South).
Whichever player isforced to ruff first loses control. In this instance declarer lost control when
playing a small heart from dummy instead leading HK (or HQ). North won cheaply with HJ and
now led DJwhich forced declarer to ruff and South overruffed reducing both playersto one
trump, declarer holding # K while South held ¢ 10. BUT, now South played a club and declarer
could only score atrick with ¢ K as South ruffed the heart continuation and then cashed club
winners. In the reverse situation, South is forced to ruff a heart and declarer can then ruff the club
return with ¢ 5, cash ¢ K, drawing South'slast trump and cash two heart winners. Tempo is key
...and declarer let it slip from her grasp!



Board 6 «Q

East Deals v J54
E-W vul ¢ J8542
& A943
& J9 N o AK532
vy KQ972 W e v 10863
¢ 10973 s ¢ Q6
& 75 & K 10
4 108764
v A
¢ AK
& QJ862

NS5&; EW 2v; NS 2¢ ; Par +400: NS 5% =
Saints & Sinners
Six N/S pairs reached a club part-score with declarers making ten or eleven tricks.

Three other N/S pairs bid to 5# which is makeable. At one table East opened 14 and
subsequently bid hearts after partner had responded 1 NT. South overcalled in clubs at the second
opportunity and South eventually contracted 5. West led & 7, declarer playing low from
dummy as East won with & K. East cashed # A and then switched to ¢ 6, declarer winning with
¢ A. Declarer ruffed a spade in dummy with # 4 and then led a diamond, East's ¢ Q popping up
as avery welcome bonus for declarer. BUT, declarer went down the wrong path! Declarer now
ruffed another spade with dummy's % 9. Declarer returned to hand with ¥ A and ruffed another
spade with dummy's & A. Declarer then hopefully played dummy's ¢ Jbut unfortunately East
ruffed with # 10 as declarer resigned herself to defeat and discarded ¢ 10 from hand. Declarer
scored the last four tricks with CQJ86 but finished one down. Declarer should have taken stock
after winning ¢ A. Declarer has already lost two tricks and cannot afford to lose another one!
Some might instinctively think about ruffing spadesin dummy BUT declarer has four spades and
only three trumps in dummy! That plan won't work. Asit turns out, after East's ¢ Q fallson the
second round of diamonds it looks like like adummy reversal is called for, i.e. we will treat
declarer's hand as dummy! Dummy's ¢ Jisnow awinner and if we ruff adiamond in hand we
will also establish dummy's fifth diamond as another winner. And then we can ruff dummy's two
heartsin hand and that takes care of all the remaining tricks! So, we will score 3 trumpsin
dummy, ¢ AKJxx, ¥ A and 2 heart ruffsin hand. A dummy-reversal takes alittle experience to
recognise and execute but it's easy once you seeit. After winning ¢ K (East's ¢ Q dropping) play
aclub to dummy's# A, both defenders following (that's the bit of luck that we need). Now cash
¢ J, discarding a spade from hand, and then ruff adiamond in hand, West's last diamond falling.
Now ruff another spade with dummy's & 9 and cash dummy's fifth diamond discarding your last
spade from hand. All you have left in your hand iswinning clubs! Note that thisline would also
work if diamonds break 3-3.

Declarer finished one down. Sinner statusto declarer.



Board 6 ¢ Q
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E-W vul ¢ J8542
& A943
& J9 N o AK532
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Saints & Sinners

At two other tables N/S also reached 5%. At one table East opened East opened 1 4, South bid
2& West bid2v (alittlelight in valuesfor afree bid of 2v¥), North bid 3 %, East competed
with 3 ¥ and South jumpedto 5. West led ¥ K, declarer winning in hand perforce with v A.
Declarer now finessed # Q into East who won with # K. East cashed # A and then continued
with a heart, declarer ruffing in hand. Declarer played a club to dummy's# A, both defenders
following suit. Declarer now returned to hand with ¢ A and then cashed ¢ K, East'sD¢ Q
falling. Declarer next ruffed a spade in dummy with # 4 and then ashed ¢ J, discarding a spade
from hand. Declarer then ruffed a diamond in hand, establishing dummy's fifth diamond as a
winner. Declarer next ruffed another spade in dummy with # 9 and then led the winning ¢ 8
discarding the last spade from his hand and finally ruffed ¥ Jin hand with & Jfor eleven tricks.
Saintly status to declarer, Robert Delargy.

At the second table East also opened 1 4, South bid 2 % and West Doubled (not alerted). North
bid 4 & and East bid 4 ¥ (presumably West's Double was Negative?). South closed the auction
with5#. West led ¢ J, dummy's# Q drawing as East's¢ K. East continued with v 3, declarer
winning with ¥ A. Declarer cashed two top diamonds and then led ¢ 6 ruffing with dummy's

# 3. Declarer then led ¢ 5, East discarding a heart as declarer ruffed in hand with # 2. Declarer
then led another spade, West ruffing with & 5 as declarer overruffed with % 9. Declarer now led
dummy's ¢ 8, East discarding another heart as declarer ruffed in hand with % 6. Declarer led
another spade, West ruffing with # 7 as declarer overruffed in dummy with # A. Declarer now
led v 5, East following with v 10 as declarer ruffed with # 8. Declarer now led his last spade
and ruffed with dummy's & 4. East following with 4 A. Declarer now held # QJ while East held
# K10. Declarer scored his eleventh trick with # Q. Saintly statusto declarer, Pat Duff.

Interesting to see the same contract (5#) played at three tables in three different ways.



Board 7 o A7

South Dedls v Q10974
Both Vul ¢ AK
& Q763
& KJ1098 N 4 Q642
v 6 W £ vy AK832
¢ Q952 s ¢ 86
& A998 & J2
& 53
v J5
¢ J10743
& K1054

EW 34 ; EW 1IN; NS2&; NS1v; NS1¢ ; Par —140: EW 24 +1



Board 8 o K1085

West Deals vJ72
None Vul ¢ QJ52
& K9
& 432 N & 76
v KQ53 W E v A84
¢ 108 ¢ AK973
& AB74 S . 5102
& AQJ9
v 1096
¢ 64
Q653

EW 4v; EW 2N; EW 3¢ ; EW 3#; Par —420: EW 4v =



Board 9 o K107543

North Deals v 82
E-W Vul ¢ K1094
&9
a8 w4 A96
vAQ1053 [N v KJ7
+ 763 + 852
4 KQ102 S . 3643
s QJ2
v 964
¢+ AQJ
& AB75

NS4a; EW 3%; NS2¢ ; EW 1v; Par +420: NS 44 =

Just adifficult hand to bid to 4 #! If only South knew about North's diamond holding! It's a hand
where N/S have a magic double-fit in spades and diamonds.

Note:
A spade contract was played at 21 of 22 tableswith 44 being bid by only five N/S pairs.

And one E/W pair played in 4 ¥ x-3 which resulted in -800 and gave N/S a healthy +11.29 Imps
when those N/S pairs who played a partscore in spades LOST 1.29 Imps! Unfavourable
vulnerability is aways a danger when sacrificing!



Board 10 & 8754

East Deals v J982
Both Vul ¢+ AQ2
& 87
s 196 w4 K32
v 106 W £ vy AKQ3
¢ K73 + 31086
£ Q10643 S . AK
s AQ10
v 754
+ 954
£ ]952

EW 2N; EW 2v; EW 3¢ ; EW 3&; EW 14 ; Par —120: EW IN+1

East will likely declare 3NT. Declarer has five top tricks (3 hearts, 2 clubs) and can create two
diamond tricks and can also score a spade trick by playing towards dummy's4 J96. But that only
brings the total to eight...one short. South and North will have to be on their toes so as not to
concede a ninth trick! Note that South has to be particularly alert if declarer leads a spade from
his hand. South will have to rise with ¢ Q...but then must NOT cash # A because declarer could
unblock & K, creating an entry to dummy via# J! Also, North must be careful not to lead a heart
on thefirst round of the suit, either ¥ Jor alow heart, which declarer could let run to dummy's
v 10! And North also needs to be careful not to let declarer access dummy via¢ K! And from
where will N/S accumulate five tricks to defeat the contract? 2 (or possible 3) spades, 2
diamonds and a heart will do the trick. But that may be easier said than done!

Saints& Sinners
3NT by East became the final contract at all 22 tables. The contract was made at five tables!

At one table South led # 2, declarer winning with # K. Declarer continued with ¢ J, North
winning with ¢ Q and continuing with a second club, declarer winning perforce with & A.
Declarer continued with ¢ 10, and North did well to duck. Declarer now led ¢ 2 from hand and
South rose with # Q and then unfortunately (for the defense) continued with# A and declarer
was alert to the moment and jettisoned her # K thus creating # J as an entry! South continued
with ¢ 10, dummy's # Jwinning. Declarer now cashed # Q and North now made the fatal
discard of v 2 asdeclarer discarded ¢ 6. Declarer next played ¥ 6 and duly cashed four heart
tricks thanks to North's earlier discard of ¥ 2. Sinner statusto North & South. South should
have switched to a heart after winning ¢ Q. And North should have retained all four hearts and
discarded # 8instead. A difficult hand to defend against. Saintly status to declarer, M ar gar et
Walsh, for grabbing the opportunity by unblocking her # K on South's# A.



Board 10 & 8754

East Deals v J982
Both Vul ¢+ AQ2
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s 196 w4 K32
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Saints& Sinners
At asecond table South also led # 2, declarer winning and then cashing her second top club.
declarer thenran ¢ 10to North's¢ Q. North erred by switching to ¥ 2 which declarer could have
let run to dummy's v 10 and would have given declarer nine tricks. BUT, declarer rose with v A
and continued with ¢ J and North made his second mistake by winning with ¢ A thus making
dummy's ¢ K asan entry for # Q! North continued with ¥ J, pinning dummy's ¥ 10, as declarer
won with ¥ K. Declarer cashed ¥ Q, discarding # 6 from dummy, and then played adiamond to
dummy's ¢ K. Declarer then cashed # Q, discarding ¢ 2 from hand and continued with % 6
discarding ¥ 3 from hand as South won with  J. South now had to lead a spade from ¢ AQ10
and actually cashed # A and then played a spade to declarer's4 K. Declarer then cashed the
carefully preserved ¢ 8for her ninth trick. Excellently played by Nancy M cKnight who earns
Saintly status. Sinner statusto North.

At athird table South also led # 2, declarer winning with # K. Declarer finessed ¢ Jto North's
¢ Q. North at this table also erred by switching to ¥ 2 but declarer didn't seize the opportunity
and rose with ¥ A. Declarer continued with ¢ 10 and North made the good play of ducking.
Declarer continued with athird diamond, North winning perforce with ¢ A. North exitedon v J,
declarer winning with ¥ Q. Declarer then cashed # A and continued with ¢ 8, South discarding
the significant # 10 as declarer discarded # 6 from dummy and North discarded ¢ 4. Declarer
continued with ¢ 2, South winning ¢ Q. South continued with ¥ 7, declarer discarding # 10
from dummy as declarer won with ¥ Q. Declarer continued with ¢ 3, South forced to win with
& A. South now held # J9 and declarer won the last two tricks with dummy's# Q and ¢ K.
South's discard of # 10 didn't help the defense and allowed declarer to endplay South who then
had to concede a club to dummy's# Q. Sinner status to South.

At afourth table South also led C2. Declarer won and then cashed his second top club and v A
before leading ¢ Jand rising with dummy's ¢ K, North winning with ¢ A. North switched to

& 8, South winning with # Q and then cashing # A on which declarer jettisoned # K leaving ¢ J
as an entry to dummy. South continued with ¢ 9 to North's ¢ Q. North now played v J, declarer
winning with v K. Declarer played a spade to dummy's# J, cashed # Q and won the last three
trickswith v Q, ¢ 108. N/S could have defended to better effect to deny declarer accessto
dummy!



Board 10 & 8754

East Deals v J982
Both Vul ¢+ AQ2
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Saints & Sinners

At afifth table South led # 9, declarer winning with # A and then cashing # K. Declarer
continued with ¢ Jwhich ran to North's¢ Q. North switched to ¥ Jwhich now gave declarer
access to dummy via¥ 10. Declarer won with ¥ A and continued with ¢ 6 to dummy's ¢ K and
North's¢ A. North now played ¢ 4 (wrong...should play a higher spade to indicate lack of an
honour). South won with ¢ Q and then cashed ¢ A, declarer jettisoning ¢ K to create another
entry to dummy via# J. South continued with ¢ 9, declarer winning in hand with ¢ 10. Declarer
cashed ¢ 8, ¥ KQ and then played a spade to dummy's4 Jand cashed the# Q for his ninth
trick. Well played and Saintly status to Eugene Gath even though the defense was not
challenging!

And then there were those that didn't get there! At one table South led # 2, declarer winning with
# K. Declarer continued with a diamond to dummy's ¢ K, losing to North's ¢ A. North switched
to & 7to South's# Q, South continued with # A, declarer jettisoning # K. South continued with
4 10todummy's ¢ J. Unfortunately declarer had neglected to cash the second top club earlier in
the play and so could not cash the % Q as athird club winner! Declarer played aclubto# A and
then cashed three top hearts when she should have established two more diamond winners
BEFORE cashing the hearts. At trick 10 declarer led ¢ J, North winning with ¢ Q. North cashed
# 8 and v 9 and then conceded the last trick to declarer's¢ 10. Two down. well defended by
N/S, AnneKillilea & Frank Reynolds who are awarded Saintly status. Sinner statusto
declarer who might have made the contract if she had cashed the second top club at trick two but
who certainly should have got out for just one down.



Board 11 & K97

South Dedls vl
None Vul ¢ J864
& Q8754
s 864 N 4 AQI10
vy K1072 W e v 8653
¢ K9 ¢ A10732
& AKO2 S .3
& J532
vy AQ94
¢ Q5
* J106

EW 4v; E34; EW 2N; W 24 ; EW 3¢ ; EW 2#; Par —420: EW 4v =



Board 12 & 1083

West Deals vy A9643
N-SVul ¢ Q532
*6
s AJ42 4 975
v 108752 W e vy —
s A + 31087
£ Q82 S . AJ10975
s KQ6
vy KQJ
¢ K964
& K43

ES&; EW 34 ; W 4%; NS 2v; Par —400: E 5&=



Board 13 e 73
North Deals vy K65
Both Vul ¢ A742

& Q1062 & KJ85
vy AQ1032 v7
¢ KJ8 ¢+ Q106
& 7 & AJ1095
& A94
v J984
¢ 953
& K83

EW 44 EW 2N; EW 2v; EW 2¢ ; EW 2&; Par —620: EW 44 =

On adiamond lead declarer can score 2 diamond winnersin additionto v A, & A and three ruffs
in each hand. On atrump lead declarer will have to take the right view in hearts (finessev 10)
and then ruff one heart in the East hand. Thiswill establish the heart suit and declarer should
onlyloses A, v K, ¢ A. Alternatively declarer can cash # A and then play for aruffing finesse
which works when South holds either # Kxx(x) or # Qxx(x) or # KQx(x) BUT, many declarers
are likely to draw trumps and then discover that they don't have a secondary source of tricks! In
any trump contract it aways pays to work out where your tricks will come from in particular
where a cross-ruff might be aviable option asin this hand! | suspect that many declarers who
fail to make ten tricks will have played two or even three rounds of trumps and simply run out of
steam....and tricks!

Saints & Sinners

At one table East declared 44 on thelead of ¢ 9, North winning with ¢ A and continuing the
suit at trick two, declarer winning with dummy's ¢ J. Declarer now played a spade to her & J
losing to South's ¢ A..South continued with another diamond declarer winning with dummy's

¢+ K. At thispoint declarer and the defense have each scored two tricks. Declarer cashed 4 10
and then played another spade to her 4 K. Declarer next finessed ¥ Q losing to North's v K.
North played a club, declarer rising with % A. Declarer now led # J, ruffing with dummy's last
trump. Declarer next cashed ¥ A, discarding # 5 from hand and then led v 2, discarding another
club as South won with ¥ 9. South cashed # K and conceded the last trick to declarer's# 8.
Two down and Sinner status to declarer who clearly had no plan as to how she was going to
generate ten tricks.

At another table East declared 44 on the lead of ¢ 5to North's ¢ A. North switched to aclub
and declarer rose with # A. Declarer played two rounds of trumps, South winning the second
round with 4 A. South might have been better advised to continue with athird spade but actually
switched to v 8, declarer finessing ¥ Q which lost to North's ¥ K (finessing ¥ 10 is the winning
play). North continued with a club to declarer's# 9 and South's # K, dummy ruffing with & 6.
There was now no way for declarer to establish either dummy's hearts or declarer's clubs without
losing a setting trick. One down. Sinner status to declarer.
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Saints& Sinners
At another table West declared 4 4 after East initially Passed. At thistable North led ¢ A, South
contributing ¢ 5. North continued with a diamond, declarer winning with ¢ J. Declarer led ¢ Q,
South winning with ¢ A. South played athird diamond, declarer winning with ¢ K as North
followed suit. Declarer won two rounds of trumpswith ¢ Jand # K. Declarer now finessed v Q
losing to North's ¥ K. North exited on & 2, declarer rising with & A. Declarer now led & J,
South playing low, and ruffed with 4 10. Declarer next cashed ¥ A and then ruffed a heart with
dummy's 4 8. as North discarded ¢ 7. South won the last two trickswith K and ¥ J. Sinner
status to declarer who could have made the contract. After winning the third diamond with ¢ K
declarer can cash# A and then lead # J, ruffing if South covers with # K and then playing two
rounds of trumps ending in dummy. Declarer then leads # 10, losing to North's % Q but now
establishing dummy's & 95 as winners. If South does not cover # Jthen declarer letsit run to
North's# Q. If North returns the last diamond, declarer ruffsin hand, discarding # 5 from
dummy and then cashes dummy's ¢ KJ, drawing South's4 94 and simply concedes a club to
South's & K. On any other return declarer wins and cashes# KJand again concedes a club to
South's# K. In all cases...contract made.

At four other tables each declarer failed by onetrick. At onetable East declared 44 after
opening 1% and rebidding 14 over West's1 ¥ response. South led ¢ 5to North's¢ A who then
switched to ¢ 3 declarer winning with # 5 when South played low. BUT, South rose with ¢ A
when declarer continued with a spade and then played a third spade |eaving declarer and dummy
with asingle spade in each hand. Declarer then cashed two diamond winners, ending in hand.
Declarer then finessed ¥ Q, losing to North's ¥ K. North continued with # 2, declarer rising with
# A. Declarer continued with # J, South rising with # K as declarer ruffed with dummy's¢ Q.
Declarer then cashed ¥ A and led v 10, ruffing with ¢ K and conceding a club to North's% Q
for one down. Sinner status to declarer who could have made the contract. After winning the
trump switch declarer should have played on clubs by cashing # A and continuing with & J,
ruffing if South covered with & K otherwise letting it run to North's# Q. Declarer canwin a
diamond or heart return in dummy and then play a trump towards her hand, winning with 4 Jand
continue with # 10, ruffing if South coverswith # K and ruffing the third round if South has not
aready played # K. Another trump from dummy sees declarer's hand high! Note it may have
been necessary for declarer to play ¢ K on the first round thus preserving ¢ Q10 as subsequent
entriesto her hand.
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Saints& Sinners
At another table East, aBBO Robot, declared 4 4 after opening 1% and rebidding 14 over
West's 1 ¥ response. South cashed # A and continued with a second spade, declarer winning in
hand and playing a heart to dummy's ¥ A and then finessing # Jto South's # K. South played a
third trump and declarer duly ran out of steam and subsequently finished one down. Saintly
status to South, Frank Reynolds, for repeated trump leads despite which declarer could still
have got home by playing on clubs after winning the second trick.

At another table East declared 44 after opening 1% and rebidding 1 4 over West's 1 ¥ response.
South led ¢ 5to North's ¢ A who then switched to # 3 South inserting ¢ 9 as dummy won with
# 10. Declarer, who would have been better advised to play on clubs at this point actually played
another trump to her 4 Jand South's# A. South switched to ¥ 4 (athird trump might have been
better) and declarer rose with dummy's¥ A. Declarer cashed ¢ Q and ¢ Jand then finessed # 9
to South's % K. South continued with a heart, declarer playing ¥ 10 from dummy, forcing North
to cover with ¥ K as declarer ruffed with ¢ K, the last trump in declarer's hand. Declarer cashed
& A and then led # Jlosing to North's % Q, ending one down. Sinner status to declarer who had
chances at various stages to emerge with ten tricks. In particular after South won with4 A and
switched to a heart, declarer can finesse dummy's ¥ 10, losing to North's ¥ K. Declarer can win
any return and play adiamond to dummy's ¢ Jand ruff a heart with # K in hand thereby
establishing dummy's remaining hearts aswinners. Declarer next plays atrump to dummy's4 Q
and cashes ¥ AQS3 for ten tricks. What might have been!

At another table South led ¢ 9to North's¢ A who returned a diamond, declarer winning with

¢ Q. Declarer then cashed # A and continued with & J, South covering with # K as declarer
ruffed in dummy. Declarer then cashed ¥ A and continued with ¥ 2, North rising with v K as
declarer ruffed with & 5. Declarer continued with # 10, discarding dummy's ¢ K as North won
with & Q. North now switched to ¢ 3, South winning with ¢ A. At this point dummy holds

# QI10, v Q103 while declarer holds# J8, ¢ 10, # 95 while South holds # 94, v J9, ¢ 5 and
North holds# 7, v 6, ¢ 74, & 6. South continued with # 4 and declarer simply needs to win
with & Q, cash v Q, continue with # 10, overtaking with # Jin hand, and then cash ¢ 10 and

# 95 for ten tricks! BUT, declarer won with dummy's# 10 instead of ¢ Q, and now had no way
of getting to her hand to cash the three minor suit winners! Declarer finished two down. Sinner
status to declar er. North might also have wondered why declarer did not take the heart finesse if
she held two hearts!
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4 4 was contracted at ten other tables where all declarers emerged with ten or eleven tricks. At
one table South led ¢ 9to North's¢ A. North switched to ¢ 3 and South won with ¢ A...and
failed to continue with another trump which allowed declarer to embark on a cross ruff
eventually scoring eleven tricks. Sinner status to South. Saintly status to Brendan King.

At another table South led a diamond to North's ¢ A who then switched to a club and declarer, a
BBO Robot, rose with # A and then cross-ruffed for eleven tricks! Sinner status to North who
should have found the trump switch at trick two, not that it guarantees that the contract will fail.

At another table South also led adiamond to North's ¢ A who then continued with a second
diamond instead of switching to atrump. Declarer won the second diamond in hand and played a
trump to dummy's ¢ Q and then played a second trump to her 4 K as South ducked!!! Declarer
then added to the errors at this table by playing third trump when only # A was outstanding!!!
Upon winning with ¢ A south then committed another error by leading a club into declarer'sfive
card suit!!! North rose with # Q and declarer won with # A and continued with # J ruffing out
South's & K and thereby making eleven tricks. Sinner statusto: North (didn't switch to atrump);
South who didn't win second trump and play athird round, and for switching to a club;

Declarer who played athird trump when only SA was outstanding!

At another table West got overly exited where partner rebid 14 and East duly found himself at
thehelmin 54 on the poor lead (for the defense) of # 3 to North's# Q and declarer's# A.
South won the second round of spades and switched to a diamond, dummy's ¢ K losing to
North's ¢ A. North continued with adiamond to declarer's ¢ Q while also unblocking ¢ Jfrom
dummy leaving ¢ 10 as an entry to hand. Declarer continued with # J, ruffing South's % K and
returning to hand viaadiamond to his ¢ 10 and then leading # 5 and ruffing with dummy's

# 10. Declarer now cashed ¥ A and ruffed a heart in hand and then cashed ¢ J drawing South's
# 9 and cashed his club winners for eleven tricks. Very nicely played and Super Saintly statusto
Pat Duff who made a series of thoughtful plays. In particular | liked declarer's play of ¢ K to
encourage North to win with ¢ A and declarer's subsequent unblocking of dummy's ¢ Jthus
leaving ¢ 10 as an extraentry to hand. Also the fact that he ruffed # 5 and didn't rely on clubs
breaking 4-3. Sinner statusto South.
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Absolute Sinner status to the two East playerswho opened 1 # and rebid 2 # over partner's

1 v responseinstead of bidding 14 and thereby missed their 4-4 spade fit. Both contracts failed
by one trick.

NOTE: I have run out of time and am not able to analyse all the tables where 44 was contracted
and all declarers emerged with ten tricks! | have no doubt but that there were some that reflected

good declarer play and perhaps others that might have been less challenging with regard to
defense!
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4 4 will probably be reached at most tables. It'sthen is a simple case of whether declarer or the
defense will prevail. The List of Makeable Contracts above shows that nine tricks is the
maximum for declarer. A club lead kills one entry for ¢ Q although ¢ 10 can also be used for
that purpose...BUT that only gives declarer nine tricks! Declarer will have to negotiate a heart
ruff for atenth trick or be the beneficiary of a defensive dlip-up which hands declarer atrick with
v Q. But an dert defense can thwart that by switching to a trump upon winning the first
heart...and playing another trump upon winning the second heart. BUT, the defense will have to
be careful re the play of the heart suit. If West riseswith ¥ A on first play of the suit then
declarer can establish his¥ Q when East wins the second round with v K. If the defense
switches to atrump after winning the first round of hearts then declarer can switch to diamonds
to secure adiamond trick with # 10 as an entry and with one heart discard from hand. And if
declarer persists with two rounds of hearts then West will have to be alert to win the first
diamond trick...or else they will go to bed still clutching ¢ A! Expect a diverse range of results
with the contract making more times than failing.

Saints & Sinners

4 4 wasreached at eighteen tables with only six declarers failing to score ten or more tricks!
Two declarers scored ELEVEN tricks! At one table North opened 44 which was followed by
three Passes. East led # K, declarer winning with dummy's# A. Declarer next led a small
diamond from dummy and when West played low declarer's singleton ¢ K scored. Declarer now
led ¥ 4 from hand and East unnecessarily rose with ¥ K when she could have equally effectively
played v 8! East can still defeat the contract by switching to a trump but actually continued with
& Q, declarer ruffing in hand. Declarer continued with ¥ 9 and now it was West who took her
eye of the ball when shewon with ¥ A instead of ¥ Jor v 10!!! Declarer duly ruffed aheart in
dummy and claimed eleven tricks via 7 spades, ¥ Q and 1 heart ruff, ¢ K and # A. Saintly
status to declarer (Ali Z) for seizing the opportunities presented by a sleepy defense. Sinner
status to East and West.
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Saints & Sinners

At a second table North also opened 44 and East led # K, declarer winning with dummy's& A.
Declarer next led dummy's ¥ 7 and West rose with ¢ A and continued with v J, declarer
covering with v Q as East won, perforce, with ¥ K. East now played # Q, declarer ruffing in
hand. Declarer can now see ten tricks...7 spades in hand, 1 heart ruff, 1 diamond, 1 club. Declarer
next played ¢ K from hand, West ducking! Declarer now ruffed a heart with dummy's4 6 and
then ruffed a diamond, West rising belatedly with ¢ A. Declarer then ruffed ¥ 9 with dummy's
# 10 and returned to hand with another diamond ruff to claim eleven tricks! Saintly status to
Clodagh Cox who gratefully seized the opportunities presented to her. Sinner statusto E/W
who could at least have cut out the overtrick and might even have beaten the contract by
switching to atrump earlier in the play instead of facilitating declarer's intention to ruff at least
one heart in dummy.

Ten other declarers emerged with ten tricks. In most cases North opened 14 and South bid 1 NT.
Several Norths now bid 34 in which case, as South, | would have Passed. But several Souths
ventured on to 44 on aminimum hand opposite a non-forcing LIMIT bid from partner!

At one table East got off to the calamitous lead (for the defense) of ¥ K. East continued with a
heart to West'sv A and West continued with ¥ 3 (should have played v J), declarer playing¥ Q
(should have played v 9...thelead of ¥ K lookslikeit's from a doubleton) East ruffing with a
futile & 4 asdeclarer overruffed with # 6. Declarer continued with # A followed by a club ruff
in hand. Declarer then ruffed her last heart with dummy's# 10. Declarer next led a diamond
from dummy and West saved the overtrick by rising with ¢ A and continuing with v J...but
declarer made no mistake and ruffed with ¢ J, drew trumps and chalked up +420 and a nifty 4.05
IMPs. Saintly status to declarer, Carmel Musitano, for taking best advantage of the
opportunities presented by the defense. Upon seeing dummy East should have switched to a
trump. Declarer may not be sure of East's original lead (from AK(xxx) or Kx and may misguess
the subsequent play of the heart suit or might even have to play the suit from hand. It isfutile to
seek aruff when dummy (on your left) also has a doubleton in the suit you hope to ruff and also
has two trumps higher than your doubleton trump! The % K isamore attractive lead. Y es, one
might argue that it was unlucky for the defense that dummy turned up with a heart shortage and
two trumps!
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Saints & Sinners

At another table North also opened 4 4 and received the lead of # K, dummy's & A winning.
Declarer next led ¢ 4 and West rosewith ¢ A, declarer's¢ K falling as East followed with ¢ 3.
E/W can now defeat the contract by switching to trumps...BUT, West continued with ¥ A and
then switched to & 9, declarer ruffing in hand. Declarer now led ¥ 5, East winning perforce with
v K. East continued with ¢ 5, declarer winning with dummy's ¢ Q whilst discarding ¥ 9 from
hand. A soft ten tricks to declarer who was not put under any pressure by the defense. Theinitial
club lead and declarer's# Jfalling suggest a singleton club in the North hand. Declarer's¢ K
aso has the hallmarks of a singleton thus suggesting that declarer holds four hearts. Dummy
doesn't hold any solid side suit offering discards for losing hearts! A trump switch from West
looks best and, with careful subsequent play in the heart suit by the defense, the contract should
fail. Yes, declarer can discard one losing heart on dummy's¢ Q BUT will subsequently lose
three hearts which, when added to ¢ A, gives the defense four tricks! Sinner statusto West.

At another table North also opened 4 4 and received the lead of # K, dummy's & A winning.
Declarer next led ¢ 4 and West rosewith ¢ A, declarer's¢ K falling as East followed with ¢ 3.
West at thistable FOUND the killing defense by switching to ¢ 9, dummy's ¢ 10 winning the
trick. Declarer next cashed ¢ Q, discarding ¥ 4 from hand. Declarer then led ¥ 6 and West fell
from grace by rising with ¥ A...if West had played ¥ Jor ¥ 10 then declarer would have had to
lose three heart tricks. By rising with ¥ A declarer subsequently forced declarer to lead ¥ 9 from
hand, felling East's now singleton ¥ K and promoting declarer's v Q as the tenth trick!
Saintly/Sinner statusto West (Miriam Moloney) who surely deserves more credit for finding
the trump switch than condemnation for rising with v Al

At another table two BBO Robotsreached 44 after 14 -1 NT; 34-44  Eastled ¢ 5to West's

¢ A, declarer's ¢ K falling. West switched to ¥ A and continued with ¥ J, declarer covering
with ¥ Q as East won with v K. East continued with # K, dummy's # A winning. Declarer
cashed dummy's ¢ Q, discarding ¥ 9 from hand and then led a spadeto # A in hand and then
ruffed hislast heart with dummy's 4 10. Declarer next ruffed a diamond in and claimed. Difficult
to fault West for not finding the trump switch when she's looking at a threatening five card club
suit in dummy!
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At another table North opened 14 and rebid 44 over South’'s 1 NT response. East led # K,
dummy's# A winning. Declarer led ¢ 4 from dummy and West rose with ¢ A, declarer's¢ K
falling. West now cashed ¥ A and continued with ¥ 3, declarer playing ¥ Q from hand, as East
won with ¥ K. East now found the trump switch, declarer winning in hand with # J. Declarer
now ruffed ¥ 5with dummy's ¢ 10 and then cashed ¢ Q, discarding ¥ 9 from hand. If only West
could have found the trump switch after winning ¢ A then there might have been a different
ending. Note that declarer has no chance on double-dummy defense. Declarer can only play the
hand in the face of whatever defense is provided by the opponents. On that basis, Saintly status
to declarer, Deirdre M cCoy. And anod to Irene Fitzpatrick for finding the trump switch, albeit
too late but then she didn't have any control over that!

At another table North rebid 4 & after South made a cheeky response of 24 ...on 6hcp! 1NT
should be South'sinitial bid. East led ¢ 3to West's¢ A and declarer's¢ K. West cashed v A
and continued with ¥ 3, declarer rising with ¥ Q, East winning perforce with v K. East
continued with % K but declarer could no longer be stopped from ruffing alosing heart in
dummy and discarding the other losing heart on dummy's ¢ Q.

At another table North reached 44 after 14 -1NT; 34-44  Eastled # Q (promising # K) to
dummy's# A and West's % 9..perhaps an expensive signal! Declarer next led adiamond to her
¢+ K, West playing low. Declarer now cashed ¢ A and then played a spade to dummy's 4 10.
Declarer now led ¥ 6 and West did well to follow with ¥ 10, North covering with v Q as East
won with v K. East continued with # Q, declarer ruffing in hand. Thereis going to be an
exciting finale at this table! Declarer now cashed ¢ K and East mistakenly discarded her
remaining heart instead of a spare diamond as declarer discarded a club as West mistakenly also
discarded a club instead of asmall heart! Declarer next led ¥ 4 from hand, dummy following
with ¥ 7 and forcing West to win with ¥ J (East's ¥ 8 could have won that trick!). West now
cashed v A, promoting declarer's v 9 as the tenth trick. Sinner status to E/W for costly discards
which MIGHT otherwise have seen the contract fail. Declarer could still have succeeded by
leading ¥ 9, smothering East's ¥ 8, and subsequently forcing awinner with ¥ 54 in hand! Sinner
status to E/W and also to declarer who should have played on hearts BEFORE drawing trumps.
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Saints & Sinners

At onetable North rebid 4 & over partner's 1 NT response. East led # K, dummy's & A winning.
Declarer played a heart to West'sv A. West switched to atrump, declarer winning in hand with
& J. Declarer played a second heart, East's¥ K faling on fresh air! East played his second trump
and the contract can now be beaten! Winning the trick with dummy's# 10. Declarer might have
tried leading a diamond from dummy before East has a chance to give a count signal to his
partner. If West follows with alow diamond then the contract is home. BUT, declarer ruffed a
club in hand, clarifying the layout of that suit for West (and East). Declarer next led ¢ K from
hand, East following with ¢ 3 (showing an odd number of diamonds) and the spotlight turned on
West who elected to play low and the contract was now home. To win or to duck...that isthe
guestion! What does West know at the point where the ¢ K was led? West knows that declarer
started with a singleton club and has an odd number of diamonds which hasto be either 1 or 3
(cannot be five because dummy visibly has five in which case declarer would have none!). Also,
declarer has at least six, probably seven spades, for her rebid of 4S. BUT, the big question is why
East played ¥ K on the second round. This placesthe ¥ Q with declarer (partner would played

v Qif holding ¥ KQ(x). So, clearly declarer has at |east 3 hearts and partner surely does not
have v 9 (why would partner play ¥ K if the ¥ 9 would be sufficient. So, declarer must have
started with ¥ Q954, 1 club, at least six spades and hence cannot have 3 diamonds. So, ¢ K isa
singleton. Sinner statusto West.

At another table North opened 14, South bid 1 NT and West made a cheeky bid of 2¥ at his
second opportunity. North jumped to 34 and South raised to 4 4 . Despite partner's heart bid,
East, aBBO Robot, led ¢ 5, West rising with ¢ A and failing to find the killing trump switch
returned ¢ 10, declarer discarding ¥ 4 from hand as East (Robot) followed with ¢ 7 (a suit-
preference signal for a heart?). Declarer won with dummy's¢ Q and led ¥ 6, West rising with

v A. West could still beat the contract by continuing with atrump but instead continued with v 2
to declarer's v 9 and partner'sv K. East switched to # K but by this stage the bird had flown
and declarer had no problem ruffing a heart in dummy and thus emerging with ten tricks. Sinner
status to West for failing to find the trump switch after winning ¢ A. Saintly status to Pat Duff
for taking advantage of the opportunity presented by the defense.
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At another table North elected to open the bidding with amisleading 2 % (the hand lacks
sufficient high-card strength). South relayed with 24 , North re-bid 2 4 , South bid 34 and North
closed the bidding with 4 . East led # K to dummy's & A. Declarer continued with alow
diamond and West played low as declarer won with her singleton ¢ K. Declarer now played a
trump to dummy's 4 10 and then led ¥ 7, West following with ¥ 10 as declarer covered with

v Q, East winning with ¥ K. East continued with # 10, declarer ruffing in hand. Declarer now
found the winning play by leading ¥ 9 from hand, swallowing East's ¥ 8 as West won with ¥ J.
Declarer's v 54 would now force one heart trick for declarer versus West'sv A32. Ten tricks to
declarer. At thistable there was nothing that the defense could do once a spade had not been led
or when West played low on the first round of diamonds. BUT, declarer did need to lead v 9
from hand on the second round of hearts. A low heart could have been won by East'sv 8 with
West retaining ¥ AJ3 against North'sv 54.

At four other tables N/S bid and made a part-score in spades. At one table North made an
underbid of 24 which became the final contract. Sinner statusto North.

44 washid at six other tables but in each case the contract failed by a single trick (declarer can
easily score nine tricks via 7 spades, 1 diamond, 1 club against any defense).

At one table North opened 14, South bid 1 NT and North rebid 44 . Eatsled # K and declarer
was on a slippery slope when she immediately cashed two rounds of trumps without any thought
asto how she was going to avoid four heart losers! Declarer next led ¢ K from hand, East and
West following low. Declarer next led v 4, East following with ¥ 8 and West overtaking with

v 10. West now played # 9, declarer ruffing in hand. Declarer continued with ¥ 5 from hand,
East winning perforce with ¥ K. East now played # Q, declarer ruffing. Declarer cashed atrump,
East and West each discarding a diamond. South thenled ¥ 9, losing to West's ¥ Jand West
then cashed the setting trick with ¥ A. Sinner status to declarer who gave no thought as to what
to do with her four losing hearts. Declarer must play on hearts BEFORE drawing trumps leaving
it to the opponents to find the winning defense.
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Saints & Sinners

At another table North opened 4 4 and East found the devastating lead of atrump. This makesit
virtually impossible for declarer to score ten tricks. Declarer won the opening lead with dummy's
# 10 and then removed dummy's only other entry to the ¢ Q when he cashed & A. At tricks three
declarer led adiamond and West did well to rise with ¢ A. Declarer is now headed for atwo
trick defeat if he loses FOUR heart tricks! BUT, West cashed ¥ A and continued with v J,
declarer covering with ¥ Q as East won with ¥ K. Yes, declarer would lose another heart but his
v 5would grow up to win atrick leaving declarer one down. Sinner status to declarer for
needlessly cashing & A at trick two instead of playing a diamond to at least guarantee nine tricks!
Sinner status also to West for cashing ¥ A after winning ¢ A. West should have continued with
another trump. Cashing ¥ A could have let the contract out if declarer had something like ¥ Kxx
thus handing declarer atrick with ¥ K and a heart ruff!

At another table after asequence of 14 -1NT;4 4 -P East led # K, dummy's & A winning.
Declarer next led adiamond and West rose with ¢ A. West continued with a club, declarer
ruffing in hand. Declarer now led v 5, West overtaking partner's ¥ 8 with ¥ 10 and then finding
the necessary trump switch, declarer winning in hand and playing a second heart to East'sv K.
East completed the good defense by continuing with a second trump, declarer winning with
dummy's ¢ 10, cashing ¢ Q and discarding alosing heart before conceding athird heart, and
setting trick to West'sv A. Saintly statusto Murt and Kay Scarry for afine defense that gave
declarer absolutely no chance.

At another table North rebid 4 4 over South's 1 NT response. East led # K, dummy's# A
winning the trick. Declarer led adiamond, West playing low as declarer won with ¢ K. Declarer
next played a trump to dummy's # 10 and then ruffed a club in hand. Declarer next cashed a
second trump and then led ¥ 9, East winning with ¥ K. East continued with & 10, declarer
ruffing in hand and exiting on ¥ 4, East winning with ¥ 8. East continued with # Q and declarer
duly lost two more hearts to West's v AJ10. Declarer gave herself no chance after winning ¢ K.
She should have continued with a heart and leave it up to the opponents to find the winning
defense. If they don't, the contract will make... Sinner statusto declarer.
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At another table where North opened 44 East led # K. Declarer consigned herself to defeat
when she cashed 4 10 at trick two and then played a second trump to ¢ A in hand. Declarer now
led ¢ K from hand, West winning with ¢ A. West continued with # 3, declarer discarding v 4
from hand as East won with & 10. West now erred by cashing # Q, felling partner's C# 9 and
simultaneously establishing dummy's & 87 as winners. [East could have continued with & 6 to
partner's# 9]. Declarer ruffed and then led ¥ 5 to East's v 8 and West's ¥ 2. East now holds

v K, ¢ J975, # 6... only one continuation sees the defeat of the contract. And fortunately for the
defense East played the right card...¥ K. East then had to concede atrick to dummy's¢ Qor # 8
on which declarer discarded her v Q. East's play of # Q cost the defense. A club to West's# 9
would likely have seen declarer fail by two tricks! Sinner statusto East. Sinner status also to
declarer who gave herself no chance by cashing two rounds of trumps before playing on hearts.

Similar bidding at another table saw North declare 44 on & K |lead, Again, declarer drew two
rounds of trumps winning the second round with dummy's ¢ 10. Declarer led adiamond, West
rising with ¢ A and continuing with a club, declarer ruffing in hand. Declarer led ¥ 9 from hand
, East rising with v K. East then switched to a diamond instead of continuing with another club.
Declarer could now discard one losing heart on dummy's ¢ Q and then play a heart towards

v Q5 and would have made the contract. BUT, declarer had previously discarded dummy's
second heart and ended up conceding two more hearts to West for one down. Sinner status to
North.

This hand is an example of where declarer's fate is not dependent on his’her own declarer play
but rather on a mis-defense by the opposition. To have any chance declarer needs to play on
hearts BEFORE drawing trumps. Also, on aclub lead declarer can guarantee nine tricks by
leading adiamond at trick two, hoping that ¢ K will score. If it does then declarer should now
play on hearts. Leave it to the defense to find the trump switch. And if they don't, then declarer
gets home. Also, note that there is a slight danger of going two down by playing on heart first
after winning the opening lead with # A because ¢ 10 (last entry to dummy!) may be played
before ¢ Q isestablished. Lead adiamond from dummy and if ¢ K winsthen play on hearts.



Board 20 4 K987632

West Deals v K
Both Vul + K104
A4
s J4 wm * 10
v Q109764 [N v AB32
+ 853 + J962
+ Q9 Sl 4 K 1032
s+ AQ5
v J5
¢+ AQ7
£ 18765

NS54; EW 2v; S3%; NS1IN; N 2%; NS 1¢ ; Par +650: NS 44 +1



Board 21 a1

North Deals v Q83
N-SVul ¢ K76542
% 1086
4 10853 N 4 AQ6
v 42 W £ v A7
¢+ Q9 = ¢ AJ1083
& Q9732 & AJ5
& KJO972
v KJ10965
¢ —
& K4

NS4v; E4s; E3¢; W 3s; EW IN; W 2¢ ; EW 14,
Par +100: E 5% x—1



Board 22 & K84

East Deals vy KJ10752
E-W Vul ¢+ A8
% J10
o A762 N o 03
v 63 W v AQo4
¢ K1043 ¢ J976
& AK7 S . 632
4 QJ105
v 8
¢+ Q52
& Q9854

EW 2N; EW 3¢ ; S14; EW 1v; Par —120: EW 2N=



Board 23 4 QJ643

South Dedls vy K4
Both VVul + Q5
%9642
s 1092 wm * 85
v J103 W v Qo62
¢ AQ2 ¢ KJ104
& KJI73 Sl . AQ5
s AK7
v A875
+ 8763
& 108

EW 2v; EW 2%; NS 14 ; EW 1¢; Par —110: EW 2v =



Board 24
West Dedls
None Vul

K10752
K3
K8432
9
s QJ63 w * 84
v 162 W v A Q1095
¢ A9 .
& AQ82 Bl . 10643
s A9
v 874
+ Q10765

& K75

> > <€

EW 5N; EW 5v; EW 4% ; NS 3¢ ; Par —460: EW 5N=

Some hands are just too difficult to bid to the best contract. In this example, E/W can make5v
or even 5NT (5 hearts, 5 clubs, ¢ A). But how to get there! If West opens 1 NT and assuming
North Passes then East can transfer via2 ¢ . If West simply bids 2 ¥ then East is none the wiser
asto West's good heart holding...West's bid of 2 ¥ simply conforms to East's transfer command.
Asit turns out E/W have amagica 5-3 heart fit and a super 5-4 club fit. Eleven tricks come
rolling home on the basis of taking finesses in both suits. Note that 34 by East over West's2 v
bid would be ‘forcing' and with only 8hcp including a singleton ¢ J this could be a step too far if
for instance West turned up with a doubleton heart and three small clubs!

Another complication arises if North bids 24 (much better if this bid shows spades and a minor
suit) over West'sopening 1 NT, or, if West opens 1 # then it's also better if North can show his
two-suiter hand rather than just bid spades. At six tables N/S contracted a spade contract at the
2,3 0r 4level. All contracts failed by at least one trick. In one case North declared 34 and
finished FOUR down. No N/S pair found their 5-5 diamond fit where nine tricks can be made!

Saints & Sinners

At thirteen tables E/W reached a heart contract, eleven playing in a part-score with nine declarers
scoring eleven tricks, one scoring ten tricks and one emerging with a mere eight tricks! Two E/W
pairs bid the heart game with both declarers scoring ten tricks. At onetable N/S reached 44 after
West opened 1 NT, East bid 24 (transfer to hearts), West bid 2 ¥, North entered the fray with
24  East bid 3¥ (no guarantee that partner has more than 2 hearts! 3% might be better) and
South bid 3 4 despite North'sinitial Pass! West bid 4 ¥ and North now bid 4 4 which West
Doubled. Note that not even 1 4 islisted as a Makeable Contract! Unfortunately East got off to a
poor lead when he cashed ¥ A at trick one and continued with ¥ Q to North's ¥ K. North played
aspade to dummy's# A and ran ¢ 9 when West mistakenly played low. Declarer continued with
adiamond, West rising with ¢ A. West continued with her second diamond, dummy's ¢ 10
winning. Declarer continued with another diamond, West ruffing with ¢ J. West cashed # A and
exited on v J, declarer ruffing, cashing SK, drawing West's# Q and scoring the last two tricks
with ¢ K8 for onedown! Sinner statusto East/West for a poor defensive effort. Sinner status
to South for bidding 34 .



