TRIBESBRIDGE CLUB - 50th ANNIVERSARY: 1971 - 2021
Greetings!

Herewith find attached the analysis of selected hands played last Thursday, 11th February 2021,
inthe Tribes Bridge Club BBO IMPs Pairs.

Another very interesting set of hands, including a couple of hugely challenging declarer and
defensive plays which many players failed to master.

Thisweek | analysed the following hands: Board# 4, 5, 8, 10, 19, 21, 22, 23 over atota of 38
pages!

Several boards with detailed analysis of the play at the various tables including nine pages
devoted to Board#19 and eight pages to Board# 4. Boards# 5, 8, 10 receive 5, 6, 5 pages
respectively.

Board#4 sees declarers struggle with aspade or NT contract where several East's mis-defended
with atrump holding of QJ105 but where sleepy declarers let them off the hook!

Board#5 sees N/S struggle in the mgjors or E/W struggle in a club contract

Board#8 gives opportunities to N/S for a partscore or game in NT or 3 hearts.

Board #10 sees Frank Reynolds star as declarer ina5# contract. It's not often that | award
Super Saintly status but in this case it was well earned. Watch as Frank, from trick one, spots a
play called a Strip, Elimination and Throw in and then executes it all the way to the inevitable
showdown at trick eleven.

Board#19 sees only two declarer succeed. Lots of excitement for both sides!

Board#21 ararity. The same contract (1 NT) played by the same player at all 21 tables. Results
varied from 1 NT-1to 1NT+3

Board#22 Only three pairs reached the slam. Were you one of them?
Board#23 An interesting 3NT

As aways there were several other hands that | wished | had time to analyse...Time, time, time!

Enjoy!

Paul J Scannell
18th February 2021



Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

s A

vy AK763

¢ J62

& 1984
s Q10754 m * 196
vo W v Quss2
+ 10973 ¢+ KQ8
& A75 Sl L K2

s K832

v 104

¢+ A54

£ Q1063

EW 24 ; NS1IN; NS2&; N 1v; EW 1¢ ;
Par —100: NS 2Nx—1; NS 3&x—]



Board 2 & J64

East Deals v Q8
N-SVul + Q1074
# 10863
4 AKQ52 - * 7
v J96 W v K53
¢+ J96 ¢ AK532
& AQ Sl . KJ72
+ 10983
v A10742
s 8
%954

EW 5N; EW 54 ; EW 4v ; EW 5¢ ; EW 4&; Par —460: EW 3N+2



Board 3 & 43

South Dedls v 9863
E-W Vul ¢ AJ7
& AJ75
& KQJ95 N & 10876
v AKJ74 W E vQ
¢+ 9 ¢ K652
+ 84 S . KQ103
o A2
v 1052
¢ Q10843
& 962

EW 44 : EW 4y ; EW 1IN; EW 2&; EW 1¢ ;
Par —620: EW 4v =; EW 44 =



Board 4 o A9743

West Dedls v 95
Both Vul ¢ A102
& K53
a2 w4 QJ105
v AQ87 W v 642
+ 8765 ¢4
& A1072 Sl . 0J86
s K86
vy K103
¢+ KQJ93
2094

NS2N; EW 2v; NS3¢ ; EW 2%; NS 14 ; Par +120: NS 2N=

N/S can make 14 but some pairs are likely to reach a higher level, particularly where North
opens the bidding. Note that the defense to holding N/S to seven tricksis not obvious. E/W lead
adiamond...if declarer winsin the South hand and plays a club then West riseswith % A, gives
partner a diamond ruff. East returns a heart to West'sv Q and plays a third diamond, East ruffing
with ¢ 10. East returns another heart to West'sv A and West continues with afourth diamond
and East, holding ¢ QJisdestined to score another trump trick with E/W thus scoring six tricks.
On the other hand if declarer plays two rounds of trumps then East can draw afourth round and
switch to clubs with the defense scoring 2 spades, 2 hearts, 2 clubs, again leaving declarer with
just seven tricks. But that's easy seeing all four hands! What actually happens at the various
tables will differ...significantly! Note that N/S can make 2 NT...but will many reach that contract
asopposed to 34 ?

Saints & Sinners

At 4 tables N/S reached the spade game, two declarers failing by two tricks, the other two failing
by asingle trick. At one table South opened 1 NT, North bid 24 (showing 11 hcp), South rebid
2NT (presumably minimum). North now bid 34 (natural?) and South was guilty of bidding 4 ¢
opposite a hand that had shown a maximum of 11hcp. East led ¥ 2, declarer playing low from
dummy as West won with ¥ Q. West found the switch to alow diamond, declarer winningin
hand with ¢ A. Declarer cashed ¢ AK and then continued with ¢ K, East ruffing with ¢ J. East
continued with a heart to West'sv A. West cashed # A and continued with athird diamond, East
ruffing with ¢ Q. West continued with a heart, dummy's ¥ K winning, as declarer discarded her
losing club from hand but could have ruffed the losing club with South's ¢ 8. East erred after
scoring adiamond ruff with & J. If East cashes# Q, drawing South's# 8 then E/W can score an
extra club trick because declarer cannot access the South hand which still containsv K and two
winning diamonds. On the other hand, declarer could have finessed ¥ 10 on second round of the
play of the suit BEFORE playing a spade to South's ¢ K, and thereby discard alosing club on

v K. Sinner statusto N/S for overbidding and to East for not cashing # Q when the opportunity
was presented.



Board 4 o A9743

West Dedls v 95
Both Vul ¢ A102
& K53
a2 w4 QJ105
v AQ87 W v 642
+ 8765 ¢4
& A1072 Sl . 0J86
s K86
vy K103
¢+ KQJ93
2094

NS 2N; EW 2v: NS3¢ : EW 2&: NS 14 : Par +120: NS 2N=
Saints & Sinners

At another table North opened 14, South bid 2 ¢ and North re-bid 2 4 . South next jumped to
44 Eastled # Q, West winning with & A and continuing with aclub to declarer's# K. Declarer
now cashed # K and continued with a spadeto # A, getting the bad news as West discarded & 7
on the second round of trumps. Declarer now ruffed her losing club in dummy and continued
with adiamond to her ¢ A and a second diamond, which East ruffed. The defense also scored

# Q and two hearts to leave declarer two down. Once North opens the bidding it is difficult for
South to stop short of game. Three card trump support, a very good diamond suit, H¥ K, and a
doubleton small club......Difficult not to reach 44 when North opens the bidding.

At one table N/S had an unusual auction. North Passed and South opened 1 NT, North bidding

2 v (Transfer to spades). South bid 24 and North next bid 2 NT. All fine so far. But South now
bid 3¥ (not alerted) and North bid 3NT which South converted to 4 4 . West got the defense off
to apoor start by leading ¥ A, seldom a good idea but particularly when you also hold the queen
and when you're leading into a 1 NT opening bid! Declarer won the heart continuation with v K
and then cashed two top spades, ending in dummy, as West discarded ¢ 5. Declarer continued
with adiamond to her ¢ K and then led a club, West rising with # A. West continued with a
diamond, East ruffing with # J. The defense is now over as East will ssmply garner another trick
with & Q. If East cashes# Q, drawing declarer's# 8, and continues with & Q, declarer will win
with dummy's & K and then cash winning diamonds. Note that even if West continues with a
club after winning & A, declarer can win with # K and ruff a club in hand with declarer's last
trump. A more effective defense isif West plays low when declarer leads a club from hand. This
will alow East to win a second club, draw dummy's # 8, and then cash a second club trick for
the defense. Thiswill give the defense an additional trick, leading to atwo trick defeat. Cashing
v A at trick one cost the defense atrick! Sinner statusto E/W. Note also that West rising with

# A could also gift declarer asecond club trick if declarer held # Qx(x).



Board 4 o A9743

West Dedls v 95
Both Vul ¢ A102
& K53
a2 w4 QJ105
v AQ87 W v 642
+ 8765 ¢4
& A1072 Sl . 0J86
s K86
vy K103
¢+ KQJ93
2094

NS 2N; EW 2v: NS3¢ : EW 2&: NS 14 : Par +120: NS 2N=
Saints & Sinners

At another table North Passed and South opened 1 ¢ . North bid 1 4, South re-bid 2 ¢ and North
slightly misrepresented his hand by re-bidding 3 4 ...suggesting a six card suit. South, despite
North'sinitial Pass, raisedto 4 4 . East led # Q, West following with 7, as declarer won with
# K. Declarer next led ¢ 3 and East erred by following with ¢ 5...if declarer plays4 6 or ¢ 8
from dummy it will win the trick and declarer's two certain trump losers will reduce to one! Note
that declarer knows that he has to lose at least one spade and so ducking the first round is an
option. BUT, declarer won with dummy's# K and continued with a spade, and ducked as West
discarded ¢ 5. East, ignoring West's diamond discard, and looking at dummy's ¢ KQJ93, found
the unimaginative continuation of ¢ 4, declarer winning in hand with ¢ 10. Declarer continued
with ¢ A and afourth spade to East's¢ Q as West discarded two more diamonds. East continued
with # J, West overtaking with C# A. West then cashed # 10, and now unable to play hearts
without conceding atrick to dummy's ¥ K, continued with afourth club. Declarer seized the
opportunity and ruffed and then cashed dummy's diamonds, discarding his two losing hearts from
hand! Declarer emerged with an unbelievable nine tricks! Sinner statusto E/W...West should
have found the heart switch after winning the first trump...or at least continued with clubs. BUT,
West is aso guilty of not reaching to the obvious conclusion when partner switched to ¢ 4. The
¢ 4isaclear singleton and West can then determine that declarer holds at least 5 spades AND 3
diamonds in which case dummy's long diamonds will provide two discards for declarer and West
should consider cashing ¥ A...and then berate partner for not finding the heart switch. West
should also have ducked # J...giving East another chance to find the crucial heart switch.
THERE IS MORE...EAST SHOULD BE COUNTING DECLARER'S POINTS...Already
marked with S A, ¢ A, # K and yet Passed initially. West must have v AQ!!!



Board 4 o A9743

West Dedls v 95
Both Vul ¢ A102
& K53
a2 w4 QJ105
v AQ87 W v 642
+ 8765 ¢4
& A1072 Sl . 0J86
s K86
vy K103
¢+ KQJ93
2094

NS 2N; EW 2v: NS3¢ : EW 2&: NS 14 : Par +120: NS 2N=
Saints & Sinners

Five N/S pairs reached 34 with two declarers scoring nine tricks, another scoring eight tricks,
and two emerging with 7 tricks. At one table South opened 1 ¢ , North bid 1 4 and South found a
good bid of 24 . North raised to 34 which became the final contract. East led her singleton
diamond, declarer winning in hand with ¢ A. Declarer next led # 3, and East erred by following
with & 5. Declarer could have played # 6 (or # 8) and it would have won the trick. BUT,
declarer played ¢ K from dummy and continued with a spade to her ¢ A in hand as West
discarded ¢ 8 (excellent if conveying a suit-preference signal for a heart switch from East).
Declarer continued with athird spade, East winning with ¢ Jas West discarded ¢ 6. East
switched to v 2, West winning with ¥ Q as declarer played low from dummy. West found the
good continuation of asmall club, declarer playing low as East won with & J. East continued
with ¥ 4 and declarer misguessed by rising with dummy's v K, West winning with ¥ A. West
cashed # A and the defense subsequently scored # Q for atwo trick defeat. Saintly statusto May
O'Sullivan & Ann Roche.

At another table North opened ¢ and South responded 34 which North passed. East led her
singleton diamond, West contributing ¢ 8 (a good suit-preference signal for a heart switch from
East) declarer winning in hand with ¢ 10. Declarer led S# 3, and East erred by following with
& 5 giving declarer the opportunity to win with dummy's# 6 (or ¢ 8). BUT, declarer rose with
dummy's & K and continued with a spade, West discarding ¢ 5 (I would have discarded D7,
cementing the suit-preference signal for a heart switch from partner) as declarer won with4 A.
Declarer next cashed ¢ A, East made the good play of discarding # 6 rather than ruffing.
Declarer continued with another diamond, East ruffing with # J. East now cashed # Q, drawing
dummy's & 8 while West discarded # 2. East continued with ¥ 2, declarer playing low from
dummy as West won with ¥ Q. West now continued with & A and East, holding C# QJ8 played
# 8...I would have played # Q! West next played # 10 (pinning dummy's & 9) as declarer won
with # K, East following with # J. Declare cashed # 9, East and West each discarding a heart
while declarer discarded ¢ Q from dummy. Declarer next led ¥ 9 and East erred by rising with
v J(thisis pointless...dummy holds v K10...playing ¥ J solves declarer's problem of which card
to play from dummy!). Fortunately West won with ¥ A and returned aclub to East's# Q. Two
down. Well defended by E/W...Saintly statusto Nancy McKnight & Margaret Treacy.



Board 4 o A9743

West Dedls v 95
Both Vul ¢ A102
& K53
a2 w4 QJ105
v AQ87 W v 642
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Saints & Sinners

At another table North opened 14 and South responded 2 ¢ , North raising to 3¢ which South
converted to 34 [Playing 5 five card spades and knowing that North had diamond support |
would have raised to 4 # .] North passed 3 4 . East led the singleton diamond and declarer won in
hand with ¢ 10 as West played ¢ 8 (a suit-preference signal for a heart switch from partner?).
Declarer continued with ¢ 3 and East erred by contributing # 5 which declarer could have won
with dummy's ¢ 6. BUT, declarer rose with dummy's# K and continued with aspadeto ¢ A,
West discarding # 2. Declarer now led v 9, East following with ¥ 2 when she should have
covered with ¥ J....thiswould have left West holding ¥ AQ87 over dummy's v K103. BUT,
when East played low West had to win with ¥ Q, leaving declarer with ¥ K10 in dummy where
a subsequent finesse of ¥ 10 would establish ¥ K asawinner. BUT, West fell from grace by
next cashing ¥ A and then cashing # A and continuing with # 10, declarer winning in hand with
# K. Declarer now had an easy option of ruffing a club with dummy's# 8. The defense
subsequently scored # QJ letting declarer out for one down. Not a sterling defense by West who
after winning with ¥ Q should have continued with a SMALL club in case declarer held # KJx.
Sinner statusto West who needsto try and get partner on lead so that they can play athird
spade, removing dummy's last trump and enabling E/W to score a second club trick!

At another table North passed and South opened 1 NT, North transferred via2 ¥ and then rebid
2NT over South's 2 4 . South converted to 34 and all Passed. West led ¢ 8, declarer winning
with dummy's ¢ A. Declarer continued by cashing# A and then played a spadeto his# K on
which West discarded ¥ 8. Declarer next continued with ¢ Q, East ruffing with & J. East now
erred by switching to ¥ Jinstead of asmall heart, declarer covering with ¥ K, as West won with
v A. West, despite knowing that declarer held three winning diamonds, continued with a
diamond, East discarding a heart as declarer won in hand with ¢ K. Declarer continued with ¢ J,
discarding # 3 from dummy as East discarded another heart. Declarer next cashed v 10,
discarding # 5 from dummy. When East refrained from ruffing with ¢ Q, the contract was now
let out. Declarer continued with ¢ 9 and discarded # K from dummy and duly made nine tricks,
E/W not scoring even one club trick! Absolute sinner status to East, who had three
opportunities to defeat the contract and rejected al three!



Board 4 o A9743

West Dedls v 95
Both Vul ¢ A102
& K53
a2 w4 QJ105
v AQ87 W v 642
+ 8765 ¢4
& A1072 Sl . 0J86
s K86
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¢+ KQJ93
2094

NS 2N; EW 2v: NS3¢ : EW 2&: NS 14 : Par +120: NS 2N=
Saints & Sinners

At another table South opened 1 NT, North transferred with 2 ¥ and then rebid 2 NT over South's
24 . South converted to 34 and all Passed. West led # 2 and when declarer played low from
dummy East played # Q (denying # Ji!!). East switched to her singleton diamond, declarer
winning with dummy's ¢ A [Thisisasilly play...why? Because you are telling the defenders that
you have good diamonds in your hand. Why would a declarer win with an Ace when they could
easily win with a107]. Declarer next led ¢ 3 and East correctly inserted 4 10 (Saintly statusto
Margaret), declarer rising with ¢ K and continuing with # 6, West discarding ¢ 5. Declarer
continued with ¢ 10, East discarding ¥ 2, and declarer confirmed her diamond holding when she
ranthe ¢ 10 to West who followed with ¢ 6. Declarer continued with dummy's last diamond as
East ruffed with # J. East, looking at ¥ 95, # K5 in dummy has a clear decision as to what suit
to play...BUT, East continued with aclub (Absolute Sinner statusto East) and suddenly the
outcome of the contract hung on West's next two plays. The contract could no longer be defeated
by two tricks, but could slump to asingle trick defeat...or could even make! West won with

# A...and then unbelievably switched to a small heart, declarer winning in hand with v K.
Declarer continued with ¢ K, discarding dummy's remaining heart. Declarer duly conceded a
trump to East's S# Q but chalked up +140 instead of -200. West, upon winning with & A should
have taken stock. Declarer opened 1 NT (12-14hcp) and so far has only shown up with# K,

¢ KQJ. Yes, partner's careless play of # Q at trick one might convey that South holds # J but
that still only amountsto 10 hcp. South MUST have v K. West should cash v A after winning

# A...and then remonstrate with partner for not switching to a heart rather than a club when the
opportunity arose. Sinner statusto East/West. Asfor East's failure to switch to a heart, it makes
no sense to switch to a suit where dummy holds Kx as the defense can only score asingletrick in
the suit. East should switch to the suit with 95 on the ssmple basis that partner may score two
tricks...and remember that declarer cannot hold ¥ AKQ because declarer has already shown up
with ¢ K, ¢ KQJ. Adding ¥ AKQ would give South 18 hcp for her opening 1 NT (12-14)!!!
Counting, counting...all the time!



Board 4 o A9743
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& K53
a2 w4 QJ105
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+ 8765 ¢4
& A1072 Sl . 0J86
s K86
vy K103
¢+ KQJ93
2094
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Saints & Sinners

At two tables N/S declared 2 4 . At one table South opened 1 NT, North transferred to spades via
2 v and Passed South's2 ¢ bid. North, holding 11 hcp and afive card suit isworth a2 NT re-
bid. West led her singleton spade, East contributing ¢ 10 as declarer won with ¢ K. Declarer
continued with # 6, West discarding ¢ 5 as declarer won with dummy's# A. Declarer played a
third spade, East winning with ¢ Jas West discarded another diamond. East now switched to

v J, declarer covering with v K as West won with ¥ A. West cashed ¥ Q and continued with

¢ 8, declarer rising with dummy'sD¢ A and led # 9, East winning with ¢ Q as West discarded
v 7. West subsequently scored # A as declarer emerged with eight tricks. [CLARE45GAL]

At the other table South declared 2S after South opened 1d and rebid 1 NT. East led D4, declarer
winning in hand with DA, cashing two top trumps and then leading d10 from hand, East ruffing
with SJ and then cashing SQ before playing a club to partner's CA. West returned a club to
declarer's CK. Declarer then discarded alosing club and heart on dummy's winning diamonds.
nine tricks to declarer and a less than stellar defense. E/W scored only 2 tricks in clubs and
hearts, i.e. & A and v A, when they should have scored three! Sinner statusto E/W.

At one table South opened 1 ¢ , North bid 14 and all Passed. West had an opportunity to make a
Takeout Double after South Passed North's 14 bid. E/W can actualy make 2 #. Anyway,
against 14 Eastled ¢ 4, declarer winning with ¢ A. Declarer led 4 3 and East erred by
contributing # 5 instead of S# 10. Declarer won with dummy's# K and continued with a trump
tohise A asWest discarded ¢ 6. Declarer next played a diamond and East ruffed with# J. East
now switched to# 6 (perhaps playing # Q might clarify the club position for West), West
winning with # A. West now made the error of cashing ¥ A and that was the end of the defense,
East subsequently scoring # Q but declarer emerging with ninetricks! If East had switched to

# Q then East could have gained the lead via% Jor 4 Q and continued with a heart through
dummy's ¥ K103 and thus enable West to score ¥ AQ and thereby hold declarer to eight tricks.

At three tables South contracted 2 ¢ , two declarers emerging with eight tricks while athird
scored TEN tricks! At the latter table, West led ¢ 2, East contributed 4 10 as declarer won in
hand with ¢ K. Declarer cashed ¢ KQ, East discarding ¥ 2 on the second trump. Declarer then
led aclub and West rose with & A. West has a straightforward continuation of atrump, killing
dummy's D¢ A. BUT, declarer cashed ¥ A and continued with ¥ Q, declarer winning with v K
and then ruffing her third heart with dummy's ¢ A. Declarer subsequently ceded a spade to East
but emeraed with ten tricks when she could have been held to eight! Sinner statusto \West.



Board 4 o A9743

West Dedls v 95
Both Vul ¢ A102
& K53
a2 w4 QJ105
v AQ87 W v 642
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Saints & Sinners

At three tables South contracted 2 ¢ , two declarers emerging with eight tricks while a third
scored TEN tricks! At the latter table, West led # 2, East contributed 4 10 as declarer won in
hand with ¢ K. Declarer cashed ¢ KQ, East discarding ¥ 2 on the second trump. Declarer then
led aclub and West rose with & A. West has a straightforward continuation of atrump, killing
dummy's D¢ A. BUT, declarer cashed ¥ A and continued with ¥ Q, declarer winning with v K
and then ruffing her third heart with dummy's ¢ A. Declarer subsequently ceded a spade to East
but emerged with ten tricks when she could have been held to eight! Sinner statusto West.

At six tables South contracted 2 NT. Declare has 2 spades, 5 diamonds and can also score# K.
And the defense cannot score 4 heart tricks, even with East able to lead the suit twice, aslong as
declarer playsEast to hold ¥ J(or ¥ Q), i.e. play low from ¥ K103 on the first and subsequent
lead from from East. So, declarer should have no trouble scoring eight tricks. And of course a
heart lead from West could lead to declarer scoring nine tricks...which is what happened at two
tables.

Some general observations...

Several defensive errors were committed on this hand. The worst was one that didn't actually
cost...but should have! When N/S contracted a spade contract and North led # 3, East should
have contributed # 10. Most East's did not. Sinners, all!

The other mgjor defensive error was where East failed to find the heart switch. Also at fault in
some cases, was where West panicked and cashed ¥ A thus establishing atrick for South'sv K.
And in oneinstance, West had a chance to defeat a contract by cashing¥ A but failed to do so!

Also, some N/S pairs overbid, in some cases not taking notice of North'sinitial Pass.

It's fascinating how one hand can produce so many different contracts and such a variety of
results! That's bridge!



Board 5 & K832

North Deals v AQ9
N-Svul ¢ KJ32
* 106
& 75 N & J104
v K42 W E v 65
¢ Q1085 = ¢ A6
& AJ43 & KQ9872
& AQ96
v J10873
¢ 974
*5

NS 44 ; NS4v; NS3¢ ; EW 24; Par +500: EW 5% x—3

If North opens 1 NT and East passes then South should bid 2 # (Stayman) and NOT 2 ¢
(Transfer to hearts) or even 2¥ natural. IF North bids 2 ¢ , denying afour card major, then South
can bid 2 ¥ which North will Pass.

Ten tricks can be made in either major suit by finessing in hearts and also scoring a diamond
trick by finessing ¢ J, thereby establishing North's ¢ K asawinner. Note that in the spade
contract declarer must be sure to win the third trump in the South hand and then play on hearts
by leading ¥ J(or ¥ 10) and repeat the finesse unless West covers.

Note that in a spade contract, declarer, if not careful, may end up leading either or both red suits
from the wrong hand! If the defense start with two rounds of clubs and declarer ruffsin the South
hand then declarer cannot draw three rounds of trumps AND finesse against West'sy K AND
return to the South hand to cash the two long hearts. To make ten tricks declarer needsto play a
diamond to ¢ J, establishing ¢ K aswinner AND also enable declarer to ruff athird round of
diamonds in the South hand, then cash ¢ AQ and then finesse hearts, twice if necessary but being
sure to win the second round with North's v Q (unless West plays ¥ K, which they shouldn't
do!). Thisthen allows declarer to draw East's last trump. Declarer will emerge with 4 trumps
(North hand), 3 hearts, ¢ K and adiamond ruff in the South hand, and a club ruff in the South
hand, i.e. ten tricks.

Saints & Sinners

A heart contract was played at six tables with one declarer making twelve tricks. At thistable
North opened 1 NT and South bid 2 ¢ (transfer to hearts)...South should bid 2 # (Stayman). East
led ¢ A and continued with ¢ 6 to West's¢ Q and declarer's¢ K. Declarer entered dummy with
& Qandled v J, West covering with v K. Declarer duly played three more rounds of spades and
West fatally discarded ¢ 8 thus promoting declarer's ¢ 5 as awinner on which declarer duly
discarded dummy's club loser. Declarer scored 4 spades, 5 hearts, 3 diamonds. Saintly status to
declarer, Miriam Moloney. Sinner statusto West for discarding the crucial diamond.



Board 5 & K832

North Deals v AQ9
N-Svul ¢ KJ32
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& 75 N & J104
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¢ Q1085 = ¢ A6
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Saints & Sinners

At another table South declared 3 v after North opened 1 ¢ , East overcaled 2 %, South bid 2 v
and West bid 3 ¢ , which was not aerted. Was this amisc-click (meant to bid 3#)? North closed
the auction with abid of 3v. West led # A and continued with # J, declarer ruffing with v 3.
Declarer continued with ¥ 7, and for some reason made the anti-percentage play of rising with
dummy's ¥ A. Declarer continued with ¥ 9, West gratefully winning with ¥ K. West now made
amistake by continuing with athird club, thus offering declarer aruff and discard! However,
declarer failed to take full advantage of this generous gift and ruffed in hand while discarding a
diamond from dummy instead of ruffing with dummy's ¥ Q and discarding a diamond from
hand! This now left declarer, dummy, and West with a single trump each. But worse was to come
as declarer cashed two top spades and then played her last trump, dummy's HQ winning as West
followed suit. Declarer continued by cashing two more spades and then led a diamond, guessing
correctly to finesse ¢ J, losing to East's¢ A. BUT, East now cashed two more clubsto leave
declarer atrick short! Declarer should have finessed against West'sv K...and then, when offered
the ruff and discard, declarer should have ruffed in the hand with the single trump (North'sv Q)
while discarding a diamond from the hand with two trumps. Declarer would have gone on to
score ten tricks! Sinner statusto declarer and to West for offering declarer a ruff and discard.

At two other tables South declared 2 v after North opened 1 NT and both South's incorrectly bid

2+ (Transfer) instead of bidding 24 (Stayman). At both tables East led ¢ A and continued with
another diamond thus gifting declarer two diamond tricks! East has a natural lead of # K. Sinner
status to both playersin the East seat.

At two other tables South declared 3 v after E/W competed in clubs. At one table West led # A
and continued with a second club, declarer ruffing with v 3. Declarer continued with a heart to
dummy'sv 9 (leading ¥ Jor ¥ 10 would have alowed declarer to repeat the finesse). Declarer
returned to hand with a spadeto her 4 A and then finessed ¥ Q and cashed ¥ A dropping West's
v K asEast discarded # 8. Declarer then cashed three rounds of spades, ending in hand. She next
led a diamond and misguessed and rose with dummy's ¢ K, East winning with ¢ A. East erred
by continuing with adiamond to partners ¢ Q but establishing dummy's ¢ Jasawinner. Playing
aclub instead would have seen declarer ruff with her last trump and thus enabled E/W to cash a
club after winning with ¢ Q. Ten tricks to declarer. Sinner statusto East.
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At the other table South also declared 3 v after E/W competed in clubs. At thistable the defense
and declarer plays were identical for the first three tricks....two rounds of clubs, declarer ruffing
in hand and then leading ¥ 7 and finessing ¥ 9. Declarer returned to hand with 4 Q and then
finessed ¥ Q. Declarer should have cashed ¥ A but instead played a spadeto her 4 A and then
played another heart to dummy's ¥ A! Declarer next cashed ¢ K and continued with a spade to
S4 9in hand and then played a diamond and rose with dummy's ¢ K, East winning with ¢ A.
East had already discarded her second diamond and was forced to continue with# K on which
declarer discarded a diamond. East played another club and this time declarer ruffed with her last
trump. Declarer then conceded a diamond to West's¢ Q thus emerging with nine tricks. Asit
turnsout, if declarer had ruffed East's# K and played a diamond, West would have risen with

¢ Q and would then have had to concede the last trick to dummy's ¢ J because West had
discarded al of her clubs!

At eleven tables E/W played in a club contract. At one table E/W climbed to the dizzy heights of
5 & which South Doubled after North had opened 1 ¢ and then supported South's hearts. South
led his singleton trump, declarer winning in hand with & K. South cashed # Q at trick two and
then led a heart, dummy's ¥ K losing to North's HY A. North continued with ¥ Q and then a
third heart, declarer ruffing in hand. Declarer next cashed ¢ A and continued with adiamond to
dummy's ¢ Q and North's¢ K. North refrained from attempting to cash ¢ Jand instead switched
to a spade, South winning with ¢ Q and then cashing # A for the defense'sfifth trick thus
handing declarer athree trick defeat. E/W, through their bidding pushed N/S into a makeable
game and then suffered a-500 loss on a hand where only 1 N/S pair bid and made game! Sinner
status to East and West for overbidding.

Five Easts declared 4 &, one failing by one trick where the others failed by the expected two
tricks. At three tables South led ¥ J and declarer could not avoid losing 2 spades, 2 heartsand 1
diamond for two down, At afourth table South led ¢ 9, declarer covering with dummy's+ 10
and beating North's ¢ Jwith her ¢ A. Declarer drew trumps and then played a diamond to
dummy's ¢ 8 and North's ¢ K. North returned # 8, aclear suit preference signal for South to
switch to a heart. South won ¢ Q, cashed ¢ A and switched to a heart, North scoring ¥ AQ for
two down.
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At the fifth table where East declared 4 %, North opened 1 ¢ , East bid 2 &, South Doubled, West
bid 2 ¢ showing aclub fit. North re-bid 2 4 which was Passed to West who emerged with 3.
North and East Passed and South bid 34 . West closed the auction with abid of 4 . South led

& A and then made the dangerous switch to ¢ 9 even though ¢ Q1085 was clearly visiblein
dummy. Declarer played ¢ 10 from dummy and North covered with ¢ J, declarer winning with

¢ A. Declarer drew two rounds of trumps and then played a diamond to dummy's¢ 8, drawing
North's ¢ K and thereby establishing ¢ Q for a heart discard. North now has two choices...cash
& K and ¥ A to secure one down OR play a small spade and hope that South has4 Q and can
then lead a heart through dummy's v K42, leaving North to score two heart tricks. But can North
be sure that South has# Q? Thisiswhat South should have noted up to this point in the
play...South has shown # A. Declarer isknown to hold # KQ and ¢ A. South has no honour card
in diamonds or clubs and the only heart honour that South can hold is ¥ J. has South made a
DBL of East's2# holding just # A and ¥ J? Unlikely...South surely has 4 Q for the DBL. North
should show faith in South's bid and return a small spade, South winning with ¢ Q and then
switching to ¥ Jand N/S scoring two heart tricks for two down. Sinner statusto South. Saintly
status to declarer, Eddie Fitzgerald.

At one table North opened 1 NT, East bid 24 and South Passed. Declarer had no problem
wrapping up eight tricks.

At four tables E/W contracted 3#. At one table North opened 1 ¢ , East bid 2 %, South Passed
and West bid 3% which became the final contract. South led ¢ 4 and declarer played low from
dummy, North contributed ¢ J (confirming that South held ¢ 9!) and declarer won with ¢ A.
Declarer drew two rounds of trumps, ending in hand and then made the injudicious play of a
heart to dummy's ¥ K and North's v A. After winning with ¥ A the defenders had no problem
cashing two hearts, two spades and a diamond. Declarer would have been better advised to play a
diamond to dummy's ¢ 8 and let the opponents find the winning defense. Note that declarer can
play aheart to dummy's ¥ K at any time. Playing on diamonds first gives declarer an extra string
to her bow and also leaves open the possibility that the opponents will mis-defend! Sinner status
to declarer.
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At a second table the bidding was identical... North opened ¢ , East bid 2 &, South Passed and
West bid 3% which became the final contract. At this table South led ¥ 7 and declarer played

v K from dummy, North winning with ¥ A. North now switched to ¢ 2, South winning with

4 Q and then continuing with ¥ 10 (denying the ¥ J!!!). North rose with ¥ Q and continued with
# 3to South's# A. South now switched to a diamond and the defenders could not be denied a
fifth trick via¢ K. One down.

At two other tables East contracted 3# and both declarers emerged with nine tricks through
defensive errors.



Board 6 & A9432

East Dedls v J7
E-W Vul ¢ K103
& KQ10
s J6 w4 K10875
vKQ1054 [ v A
¢ 764 ¢ J98
& 182 S . A 743
s Q
v 98632
¢+ AQ52
2965

NS2v; NSIN; NS2¢ ; NS14; NS1#; Par +110: NS 1v +1



Board 7 & K95

South Dedls v 94
Both Vul ¢ AK1098
%652
+ 108 wm * Q3
vQJs75 [N v K 10632
+6 ¢ 342
+KQJ98 S . A 103
4 AJ7642
v A
¢ Q753
& 74

NS54; NS5¢; EW 3v; NS2N; EW 2#; Par +650: NS 54 =



Board 8 & 983

West Deals v 108654
None Vul ¢ ]
& AK84
& A1065 N o K42
v 97 W e vy KQ3
¢ Q542 = ¢ 9863
& 9053 * Q76
& QJ7
vy AJ2
¢ AK107
& J102

NS3v: NS2N; NS24: NS3&: NS 1¢ ; Par +140: NS 1v +2

South will likely open the bidding with 1 ¢ and North will respond 1 ¥ . If North electsto bid
again, presuming South re-bids 1 NT (15-16/17), they should bid 24 and NOT 2 v, thereby
giving South a choice of contracts. North should be disinclined to venture further given hislack
of support for opener's 14 and certainly where South's 1 NT re-bid shows amax of 16hcp. N/S
pairs that use Checkback may need to decide whether to Pass South's 1 NT or risk overbidding if
they use Checkback and suddenly find themselvesin 3NT or 4 ¥ . Note that neither game should
make with the defense scoring at least 3 spades, 1 heart, 1 club against the latter contract and 2
spades 1 club and 1 trump against 4 v .

1 NT islikely to be apopular contract. Note that if West leads# 5 against aNT contract they
should duck the second and keep fingers crossed that East has three spades. Also, West should
note that East's play of of 4 K at trick one denies4¢ Q. AND if East had started with 4 KJx then
East should have returned # J at trick two!

Saints & Sinners

4 v was reached at four tables with 2 declarers emerging with ten tricks due to defensive errors.
At one table South opened 1 ¢ , North bid 1 ¥, South re-bid 1 NT (15-17) and North bid 2 ¢,
which, even though it was not aerted, | believe was Checkback asking South to show support
for hearts with three card support or bid spades with afour card suit. South bid 2¥ and North
invited with 3 ¥ which South raised to what should have been the no hope game! BUT, East led
¢+ 3 (WRONG...should lead second highest from a suit with four small cardsto indicate to
partner the lack of an honour card in the suit!). Declarer rose with dummy's¢ A and then cashed
¢ K, discarding a spade from hand. Declarer next led # J from dummy and finessed when West
played low...and for some inexplicable reason East also played low instead of winning with & Q!
Declarer next ruffed adiamond in hand and then led a heart, East rising with v K, declarer
winning with v A, Declarer next played a club to his# K and continued with another heart, East
winning with ¥ Q. E/W cashed two top spades and declarer scored the rest. A very costly club
duck by East. Sinner statusto East.
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At another table South opened 14 , North bid 1 v, South re-bid 1 NT (Strong) and North bid

2 & South now bid 3 ¥ which North raised to game. BUT, East led # 2, West winning with ¢ A
as North followed with # 3. West returned # 5, suggesting an original four card holding, as
declarer followed with # 8 from hand. East won with # K. East should have stopped to take
stock but rashly made a play to the next trick which made the difference between defeating the
contract or letting it make! East continued with a small club and dummy's # J scored thereby
ensuring that declarer had no club loser! Declarer cashed ¢ AK, discarding a club from dummy
and then ruffed a diamond in hand before leading atrump and it was al over when East rose with
v Q, declarer losing one trump trick but emerging with ten tricks. East should have done some
counting after winning with ¢ K. West's return of # 5 indicates that North started with 3 spades.
Also, North'sre-bid of 2 % suggests a possible 4+ cards leaving declarer with a singleton
diamond. Also, East can count a combined 26 hcp between his own hand and dummy. And West
has already shown up with 4 hcp (¢ A) leaving ten hcp unaccounted for....¢ QJ, # AK. North
clearly holds most of these cards (bidding 4 ¥ over South's 3 ¥ bid) and the especially dangerous
layout is where North holds & AKxx and West holds ¢ Q, thus meaning that declarer can only
dispose of one club from hand on dummy's ¢ AK. Note, if declarer does hold singleton ¢ Q and
& AK then the contract cannot be beaten because declarer can dispose of two club losers on
dummy's ¢ AK. Similarly if declarer holds asingleton ¢ Q together with # Axxx or & Kxxx
then again declarer can only discard two clubs from hand and in both case it leaves him with a
club loser. East should have played safe and continued with a spade or even adiamond. The club
continuation after winning # K was very costly. Sinner statusto East.

At another table South became declarer in 4 ¥ after showing a hand with 16+ hcp and where
North showed a hand with <9 hcp, 5+ hearts, and a singleton or void in diamonds. West led ¢ A
and continued with a spade to East's# K. East played athird round to declarer's# Q. Declarer
next cashed v A, effectively conceding at least two heart tricks unless East started with a
singleton v K or ¥ Q. East won the second heart and returned a diamond, declarer rising with

¢ A in hand. Upon winning the third heart East continued with another diamond and declarer
finessed ¢ 10, West covering with ¢ Q as declarer ruffed. Declarer subsequently lost aclub to
East's# Q for atwo trick defeat. Good defense and Saintly statusto May & Ann. Declarer
should attempt to play the heart suit for one loser and gets lucky with the actual trump layout!
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Saints & Sinners

At three other tables North declared 2 v after South opened 1 ¢ and North responded 1 ¥ and
South re-bid 1 NT.

At two of these tables North re-bid 2 ¥ (Sinner status to both Norths) whereas at the third table
Siobhan O'Sullivan earns Saintly status for re-bidding 2 %, which South convertedto 2 ¥ . Nine
tricks made at all tables when declarer lost 2 spades, 1 heart, 1 club.

At two tables South declared 3NT after an invitational bid was raised to game. At one table
South opened a Strong NT and North transferred via2 ¢ , South bidding 2 ¥ and North re-
bidding 2 NT which South raised to game. At this table West led # 5 (4th best) which East could
instantly determine from her holding! East won with # K, as South contributed # 7, and returned
& 4, South following with S& J. West should have taken stock...clearly South holds & Q (East's
play of ¢ K at trick one denies¢ Q!). West should DUCK the second spade and wait for partner
to gain the lead and play athird spade thus enabling West to cash S» 10. Thisisabasic
defensive play. BUT, West won the second spade with his# A and continued with # 10,
declarer winning with # Q. Declarer next made the inspired play of leading a small heart from
hand to dummy's v 10 and East's ¥ Q. East continued with a diamond, declarer rising with ¢ K
(telling East who held ¢ A! [Declarer should play ¢ A thus sowing a seed of doubt in East's
mind asto the location of ¢ K!]. Declarer next finessed # Jto East's # Q and East continued
with a second diamond, declarer rising with D¢ A whilst discarding HY 4 from dummy. [Note:
there is a 68% probability of the 5 outstanding hearts breaking 3-2 as opposed to only a 36%
probability that the 6 outstanding clubs will break 3-3! Declarer would have been better advised
to discard aclub and retain the heart!] Declarer next played a club to dummy's# K and then
finessed ¥ J, cashed ¥ A, and played a club to dummy's# A, breathing asigh of relieve as clubs
did break 3-3, and then cashed v 8, # 6 for ninetricks. Sinner statusto West for not ducking the
second round of spades. Saintly status to declarer, Frank Davey.



Board 8 & 983

West Deals v 108654
None Vul ¢ ]
& AK84
& A1065 N o K42
v 97 W e vy KQ3
¢ Q542 = ¢ 9863
& 9053 * Q76
& QJ7
vy AJ2
¢ AK107
& J102

NS3v: NS2N; NS24: NS3&: NS 1¢ ; Par +140: NS 1v +2
Saints & Sinners

At another table South won the third spade (Sinner statusto West for not ducking the second
spade) and finessed # 10 to East's # Q. East switched to adiamond, declarer winning with ¢ A,
cashing # Jand then dummy's  AK, as East, South, West, each discarded a diamond. Declarer
continued with a heart, East playing ¥ Q as declarer won with HY A. East made the excellent
play of ducking the next heart, and won the third heart...but unfortunately West discarded ¢ 5.
East continued with a diamond, declarer rising with ¢ K, West's ¢ Q falling. Declarer scored her
ninth trick with ¢ 10 as West discarded the useless# 10 which she should have discarded on the
previous trick and which would have resulted in 3NT failing by one trick instead of making!
Sinner status to West who had two chances to beat the contract (duck second spade and then
discard # 10 at trick eleven) and and failed on both occasions. Note that at the point where East
wins ¥ K, the defense has now amassed four tricks. Only one more trick needed to beat the
contract...not two! And West knows that declarer has nothing in her hand except diamonds!!!
Absolute Sinner statusto West.

Three Souths who declared 1 NT emerged with just seven tricks. One spurned a chance to make
nine tricks while the other two should have made at |east eight tricks! Here's what happened. At
one table West led a spade, South winning the third round. Declarer next finessed # Jto East's
# Q. East won and returned a diamond, declarer playing low from hand as West won with ¢ Q.
West cashed ¢ 10, the fifth defensive trick. West continued with ¥ 9 and declarer erred by
covering with dummy's v 10 (declarer has ¥ AJ2 in hand...why play dummy's v 107?). East
contributed ¥ Q, declarer winning with ¥ A. Declarer continued with v Jto East's ¥ K, thereby
establishing dummy's ¥ 8 as awinner and seven tricks to declarer. HOLD ON THERE! After
West cashes# 10 and continues with v 9...declarer should stop and count her tricks. She has
won # Q, shehas¢ AK10in hand, all winners, and has# AK8 opposite # 102 where # QJ have
aready been played. That's six tricks between the two minor suitsaswell as4 Q and also with
v A to come which gives atotal of EIGHT TRICKS. Declarer should have won thev A and
cashed her diamond and club winners for eight tricks! Sometimesiit's difficult to see the wood
from thetrees! Sinner statusto declarer.
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Saints & Sinners

At another table West also led a spade, South winning the third round. Declarer next finessed

& 10to East's # Q. East won and despite seeing dummy's five card heart suit, made the unusua
switch of ¥ 3from v KQ3! Declarer played low from hand and West contributed ¥ 9 as declarer
won with ¥ 10. Declarer can now play a heart from dummy and beat East'sv Q with ¥ A and
continue with ¥ J, establishing dummy's ¥ 86 as winners. Declarer will now make 1 spade, 4
hearts, 2 diamonds and 3 clubs...ostensibly TEN tricks but restricted to nine because E/W have
already scored four tricks! But declarer will definitely score NINE tricks. BUT, after dummy's

v 10 won, declarer led a heart from dummy and ducked East's ¥ Q instead of winningwith v A
and continuing with v J. East now played ¢ 3 and, unbelievably, declarer ducked, losing to
West's ¢ Q who then cashed her fourth spade to leave declarer with a mere seven tricks when
nine were there for the taking. When East switched the diamond declarer should rise with¢ A,
cash v A, dropping East's ¥ K and then cash # J and continue with a club to dummy's# AK and
then cash v 86 for ninetricks. Sinner statusto declarer ... and to East who should have switched
to adiamond instead of a heart after winning % Q.

At the third table, South also won the third spade and then played a diamond towards dummy's
singleton ¢ J, West rising with ¢ Q. West cashed her fourth spade and then continued with v 9,
declarer playing ¥ 10 from dummy as East produced ¥ Q, declarer winning with ¥ A. So, at this
point declarer has lost three spades, ¢ Q but has a straightforward line for a guaranteed seven
tricks and the possibility of eight tricks if diamonds breaks 4-4....Cash ¢ AK10, discarding # 84,
¥ 4 and then continue with ¥ Jfrom hand, establishing dummy's ¥ 865 as winners. East will win
the heart and can only return a heart or a club. Either way, declarer wins the remaining tricks and
emerges with eight tricks...BUT, after winning with ¥ A, declarer cashed ¢ AK10, discarding

v 65, & 4 from dummy and declarer then finessed # Jinto East who gratefully won with & Q
and then duly cashed v K to hold declarer to seven tricks. Sinner status to declarer who had
difficulty in seeing the wood from the trees!

Concentration is vital during the play of a hand, be it as declarer or defender and being aware of
available options as the play develops. Stay alert, al the time!
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At one table South declared 1 NT and emerged with nine tricks. Again, West led a spade and
South won the third round with ¢ Q. Declarer finessed # Jinto East who won with & Q and
made the highly injudicious continuation of ¥ 3. Declarer should have let it run to dummy in
case East held ¥ KQ93 or if West held ¥ Qx and East held ¥ K9x or if West held v Q (or v K)
singleton. In all cases the play of ¥ Jfrom hand would cost declarer at least one trick. BUT,
declarer inserted v J, which won the trick. Declarer continued with ¥ A and should have been
overjoyed when West produced a second heart. Declarer continued with athird heart to East's
v K. East belatedly switched to a diamond but this declarer was alert and could see the wood
from thetrees! Rising with ¢ K, declarer cashed # 10, ¢ A and then played a club to dummy
and cashed # AK, v 10...all winners. Nine tricks and Saintly status to declarer, Mar gar et
Treacy. And Sinner statusto East for theill-advised switch to ¥ 3 after winning with # Q.

At one table South opened 1 NT and North bid 2% ... WRONG. South should simply transfer to
hearts. Stayman should never be used when you have afive card suit in one maor and do not
have four cardsin the other major. South responded 24 and North bid 2 NT which South
Passed. This contract failed by one trick. Sinner statusto North.

At six tables N/S emerged with eight tricks in 1 NT
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Dynamite! What a hand! E/W can make 64 with just 19 hcp. N/S can make eight tricks in
spades, maybe more with a defensive dlip up...or two. In 6% declarer hasto guessright in the
heart suit and also bring in the diamond combination for no loser! In 54 declarer needsto
restrict losersin the red suits to two trick! And if N/S buy the contract then declarer has to be
ableto play the heart suit for one loser...and yes, despite missing ¥ KJ1072 thereis aplay which
enables declarer to lose just asingle heart! See last page of the analysis of this hand for solution.

Saints & Sinners

At ninetables E/W reached 5. In four cases the contract was doubled. At one table West
opened 3 &, North made a Takeout Double, East bid 4%, South bid 4 ¥, West bid 5% and
North's Double closed the auction. North led atop spade, declarer ruffing in hand and then
cashing # K. Declarer continued with a diamond to dummy's ¢ J. Declarer continued with v 10,
South playing low, as did declarer, North winning with ¥ A. North played another spade,
declarer ruffing in hand. Declarer entered dummy with atrump and led ¥ 7, South rising with

v Q, and declarer winning with ¢ K. Declarer next cashed v J, discarding a diamond from
dummy and claimed... 5 #x+1 for a score of +950 and 10.60 Imps.

At two other tables where West contracted 5#x, North led ¥ A and continued with # K thus
giving declarer an easy ride to eleven tricks. Surprisingly, neither declarer took the obvious and
totally safe line of finessing ¥ Jfor an overtrick! Sinner status to both declarers.

At another table West also declared 54 x on the lead of # K, declarer ruffing in hand. Declarer
next cashed # K and played a second trump to dummy's % 6. Declarer then played a heart to her
v J, North winning with ¥ A. North continued with another spade, declarer ruffing in hand.
Declarer could have played the diamond suit by double-finessing against North's D¢ K10xx, i.e.
lead ¢ Q and if not covered, then let it run to South. If ¢ Q winsthen finesse ¢ J. On the other
hand, if North covers ¢ Q with ¢ K, then declarer wins with dummy's¢ A, return to hand with a
spade ruff (or atrump) and then lead a diamond towards dummy's ¢ J9 and finesse ¢ 9 if North
plays low! Thiswould have given declare twelve tricks. BUT, declarer ruffed her third heart in
dummy and then led adiamond AWAY from ¢ AJ9 thus meekly conceding a diamond to
North's¢ K. Sinner statusto declarer.
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Saints & Sinners

At five tables West declared 5# un-doubled. Three declarers scored twelve tricks. At one table
West received a spade lead, declarer ruffing in hand, drawing trumps and then leading ¢ Q and
letting it run when North failed to cover. A subsequent finesse of ¢ Jand then afinesse of v J
saw declarer romp home with twelve tricks! Saintly status to Patricia Eames. Sinner statusto
North for not covering ¢ Q with ¢ K. Yes, North knows that a subsequent finesse of ¢ 9 will
also work...but declarer doesn't know that!

At another table North led ¥ A and continued with another heart to dummy's v 10, South'sv Q
and declarer's v K. Declarer subsequently led ¢ Q and finessed when North failed to cover.
Declarer then finessed dummy's ¢ Jfor twelve tricks. Sinner status to North for a poor lead and
continuation and for failing to cover ¢ Q.

At another table West also made twelve tricks by taking the double-finesse in diamonds (North
covered ¢ Q with ¢ K on thefirst round of the suit). But declarer subsequently repeated the
finesse and also guessed correctly to finesse v Jrather than to rise with v K. Saintly statusto
declarer Victoria Buckley.

At one table West opened 1 # (not recommended), North overcalled 14, East bid 3# and West
jumped to 5#. North led # K, declarer ruffing and then drawing two rounds of trumps (oneis
enough!) ending in dummy. Declarer then led ¥ 10, letting it run when South followed with a
low heart, North winning with ¥ A. North played another spade, declarer ruffing in hand.
Declarer could finesse ¢ Jand thenlead v 7, finessing ¥ J and then discard dummy's third
diamond on ¥ K for twelve tricks! BUT, declarer cashed HY K (spurning the obvious finesse of
Hv J) and thenled ¢ Q, North covering with ¢ K asdummy's D¢ A won thetrick. Declarer
could have ruffed a spade in hand or play atrump to hand and then finesse D¢ 9... BUT for some
reason declarer cashed ¢ J, thereby establishing North's ¢ 10 as a second trick for the defense.
Poor play and Sinner statusto declarer.
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Saints & Sinners

At another table, West opened 3%, North Passed and West raised to 5. North led # K, declarer
ruffing in hand and then playing a trump to dummy's# A and then ruffing a second spade in
hand. Declarer next played a diamond to dummy's ¢ Jand ruffed athird spade in hand. Declarer
next played # 8 from hand winning with dummy's & J. Declarer then ruffed dummy's last spade
in hand with C# 9. Declarer has now laid the groundwork for aStrip (remove trumps) and
Elimination (ruff out dummy's spades so that declarer and dummy have no spades) and is now
about to put North on lead (T hrow-in) to concede a heart into declarer'sv KJx or play a
diamond or spade thereby offering declarer aruff and discard. At this point declarer holdsy KJ2,
¢+ Q5, # K and dummy holds v 107, ¢ A9, & 63. North holds# Q, v A53, ¢ K10. Declarer
knows that North holds ¢ K (remember the successful finesse of dummy's¢ J). So, the stageis
set...declarer leads ¢ 5 (in case North started with a doubleton ¢ K), North plays ¢ 10 and
declarer wins with dummy's D¢ A. Declarer then continues with dummy's ¢ 9to declarer's¢ Q
and North's¢ K...And North isnow well and truly end-played! North chose to continue with

v A and then play another heart into declarer'sv KJ. Absolutely outstanding play by declarer,
Frank Killilea, who should still be glowing from the thrill of executing a Strip, Elimination
and Throw-In, aclassic declarer play and one that arises only from time to time. Super Saintly
statusis conferred on Frank.

At two tables North declared 4 4 after West opened 3%, North bid 34, East surprisingly Passed
and South raised to 4 & . At one table East cashed & A and then switched to ¥ 10. Declarer failed
to appreciate the importance of covering with ¥ Q and played low from dummy as did West.
Declarer won with ¥ A and cashed ¢ QJ and then finessed dummy's # 9 on the third round.
Declarer then played ¥ 9, West winning with ¥ J. West continued with ¢ 2 and declarer put all
her eggs in one basket when she rose with ¢ K, East winning with ¢ A. East continued with ¢ 9
to West's ¢ Q and West then played athird diamond to East's ¢ J. East now exited on S# 10to
dummy's S& A. Declarer also lost aheart to West'sv K for athreetrick deficit. Saintly status to
the two, defenders, May O'Sullivan & Ann Roche. A key to the success was East not
prematurely cashing ¢ A. Also, declarer did not help her own cause when she failed to cover
East's v 10 with dummy's ¥ Q and also when she rose with ¢ K on thefirst play of the suit by
West! Sinner statusto North.



Board 10 o KQJ82

East Deals v A53
Both Vul ¢ K1043
&2
o — N & 10753
v KJ2 W E v 107
¢ Q52 = ¢ AJ9
& K1098754 & AJ63
o A964
v Q9864
¢ 876

* Q
EW 6%; NS 24 : EW IN; EW 1¢ ; Par —1100: NS 64 x—4
Saints & Sinners

At the second table East led # A, then cashed D¢ A and at trick three continued with v 10,
declarer rising with dummy's ¥ Q, West covering with ¥ K as declarer inexplicably ducked! [If
declarer won the trick with ¥ A then declarer has only one heart loser... ¥ J.] West continued
with v 2 and declarer had a second chance by letting it run to dummy's¥ 9...BUT, declarer rose
with ¥ A and now had a second heart loser (West's¥ J). Declarer next cashed ¢ KQ and then
finessed dummy's # 9 leaving the stiff # A in dummy and 4 J8 in hand while East still held

# 10. Declarer now led adiamond to her ¢ K and continued with athird diamond to East's ¢ J
and West's¢ Q. West could now have cashed v Jbut instead played # K and athough this
offered declarer aruff and discard it was of limited benefit because if declarer discarded thev 5
from her hand and ruffed with dummy's S A then East would score 4# 10 when declarer then led
a heart from dummy! And that was what happened. Two down. If declarer had won the first
heart, drawn three rounds of trump and then played on hearts declarer could have got out for one
down by discarding two losing diamonds in hand on dummy's established hearts! Sinner status
to declarer.

At another table North declared 34 after West opened 2# (Weak), North bid 24 , East bid 3 %
and South closed the auction with 34 . East cashed # A at trick one and then switchedto v 7,
declarer playing dummy's v Q, West contributing ¥ K as declarer won with v A. Declarer
cashed & KQ and then continued with a heart from hand, East winning with ¥ 10. East then fell
from grace when she cashed ¢ A. East continued with ¢ 9to West's¢ Q and declarer's¢ K.
Declarer now played two rounds of spades ending in dummy and then led a diamond, East
winning with ¢ J. Declarer subsequently lost a heart to West's v Jand emerged with eight tricks.
One down. Sinner statusto East for prematurely cashing ¢ A.
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Both Vul ¢ K1043
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. 4 10753
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Saints & Sinners

At two tables the bidding and play were identical. West opened 3, North bid 34 which was
followed by three Passes! East cashed # A and then switched to v 10, declarer playing ¥ Q from
dummy as West covered with ¥ K and declarer won with ¥ A. Declarer next played a spade to
dummy's& A (mistake...declarer should have cashed atop spade in hand and thus leave a finesse
position in dummy against East's ¢ 10xx). Declarer cashed two more top spades and then led a
heart, West winning with v J. West switched to ¢ 2, declarer inserting ¢ 10 as East won with

¢ J. East returned ¢ 10, declarer winning in hand with ¢ Q. Declarer now played a heart to
dummy's ¥ 9 and then cashed two more hearts, discarding two diamonds from hand. Declarer
subsequently lost adiamond to East's ¢ A but emerged with nine tricks. West could have killed
the heart suit by ducking the second round. Sinner status to West and to declarer for not
retaining # A9 as apossible entry to dummy's hearts later in the play!

At another table West Passed and North opened 14, South raised to 24 and West belatedly
cameto lifewith abid of 3%. North bid 34 and that closed the auction. East cashed # A and
then switched to ¥ 7, declarer playing ¥ 8 from dummy and winning with ¥ A as West produced
v J. Declarer cashed three top spades, ending in hand. Declarer next led a heart to East'sv 10,
dummy'sv Q and West'sv K. [West would have been better advised to duck, thus killing the
heart suit for declarer.] West switched to ¢ 2, East winning with ¢ Jas North played ¢ 10. East
cashed ¢ A and that was the end of the defense, declarer emerging with nine tricks. Sinner status
to West for not ducking the second heart and to declarer for not retaining the 4 A in dummy as
apossible entry for established heart winners later in the play.

At three other tables West declared a club part-score, making twelve tricks at one table and
eleven at the other two.

And how to play the heart suit for oneloser? Lead a heart to dummy's H9 (or H8) which will
lose to West's HJ. At next opportunity lead HQ from dummy. This smothers East's H10 while
also trapping West's HK. Easy-peasy!



Board 11 & K1094

South Dedls v A8
None Vul ¢ K10
& AQ942
4 863 N & J7
vJ7642 W E v K1095
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4 AQ52
v Q3
¢ J32
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& AK5
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N-SVul ¢ A1097
& A109
s QJ108  * A9
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¢ QJ4
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NS3N; NS3v; NS3¢ ; NS 14 ; Par +600: NS 3N=



Board 19 4 QJ10654

South Dedls v 84
E-W Vul ¢+ K76
£0Q2
s A 4 K9872
v 105 w e BREE
¢ AJ98532 . —
& 1083 Sl . AK 76
a3
vy AK762
+ Q104
& J954

EW IN; EW 2¢ ; EW 2%; N 14 ;
Par —90: EW IN=; EW 2&=; EW 2¢ =

E/W can make 2 4 but can be defeated in 3¢ on the play of three rounds of hearts. Even if
declarer ruffswith ¢ A and continues with a diamond, South can win and play afourth heart for
North to ruff with ¢ K. Thus N/Swill score ¥ AK, ¢ Q10 and North will also score a heart ruff
with ¢ K...fivetricksto the defense. N/S will not score a club trick because declarer can discard
alosing club from the West hand on ¢ K. And if South ruffsthe # K then declarer can overruff
and will now only lose 2 trump tricks, 2 hearts and 1 club. North can make 14 but is unlikely to
be allowed to play in that contract! If South Passesinitially and West opens 3¢ then North
should Pass. North has only 8 hcp opposite a Passed partner! This hand will produce a variety of
results.

Saints & Sinners

What adiverse range of contracts! Only two declarers were successful. NT contracts at game and
part-score level were reached by both N/S and E/W! And spade and heart contracts were also
played by both N/S and E/W. And the most common denomination was diamonds, played by
West. At one table South and West passed, North opened 24 (Weak) and West Doubled (most
play this as Takeout!), South Passed and West underbid with 3¢ (opposite a Takeout Double
West should have bid 5 ¢ ). North passed and East now bid 3 ¥ . West insisted with 4 ¢ and East
now bid 5% which West converted to 5¢ and South finally applied the axe with a Penalty
Double. North led ¢ Q, declarer winning in hand with ¢ A. Declarer next played a club to
dummy's# A and then led SK, South ruffing with ¢ 4 as declarer overruffed with ¢ 5 [Both
West and South should have known that the other was also void in spades after trick onel].
Declarer cashed ¢ A and continued with ¢ J, North avoiding a calamity by playing low as South
won with ¢ Q. South cashed v A, declarer playing ¥ 10 and North contributing ¥ 8. South
continued with v 2 as West and North followed with ¥ 5 and ¥ 4 respectively, as dummy won
with v 9!l Declarer should have continued with ¥ Q, ruffing out South's v K and leaving
dummy's v Jasadiscard for declarer'slosing club. BUT, declarer led # 9 from dummy, ruffedin
hand and exited on adiamond to North's ¢ K, as South discarded # 5. North continued with # J,
declarer discarding # 7 from dummy and South, who failed to think clearly, discarded # 9
instead of ¥ 7. Declarer ruffed in hand and played a club to dummy's# K, felling South's % J
and promoting declarer's# 10! One down! Sinner statusto South...and to East who should have
Passed North's opening 2 4 .



Board 19 4 QJ10654

South Dedls v 84
E-W Vul ¢+ K76
£0Q2
s A 4 K9872
v 105 w e BREE
¢ AJ98532 . —
& 1083 Sl . AK 76
a3
vy AK762
+ Q104
& J954

EW IN; EW 2¢ ; EW 2%; N 14 ;
Par —90: EW IN=; EW 2&=; EW 2¢ =

Saints & Sinners

At another table North also opened 24 (Weak) and East at this table also made an inappropriate
Takeout Double. West eventually contracted 54 . At thistable North led ¥ 8, South winning
with ¥ A and continuing with ¥ K. South played athird heart, declarer discarding # 3 from hand
as North ruffed with ¢ 6. North continued with # Q, declarer winning with dummy's A.
Declarer played a spade to her # A and then played # 10 to dummy's # K and continued with a
third club, ruffing with ¢ 8 as North overruffed with ¢ K. North now switched to ¢ Q, South
ruffing dummy's ¢ K with ¢ 4 and declarer overruffing with ¢ 5. Declarer cashed ¢ A and then
conceded a diamond to South's¢ Q. Three down...which could have been FOUR down! How
S0, | hear you say? When North leads# Q South should discard a club or a heart!!! What good
does that do? Simple. Declarer now has to ruff in hand and South will then win two tricks with

¢ Q104. South knows that declarer has no spades, no hearts and no more clubs and therefore
must ruff the spade even though dummy's# K iswinning! Counting, counting...all the time!
Sinner status to East who should have Passed North's opening 24 . And Sinner status to South
for ruffing the spade. South knows that declarer will overruff. How so? North opened 24 which
shows a six card suit...Dummy holds five spades and declarer has already shown up with& A
which means all thirteen spades are accounted for! If South ruffs then declarer will overruff.
Also, at this point in the play South knows that declarer has no cards in any of the other two
suits...all hearts and clubs are already accounted for!!! South should just discard a heart or a club
and smile (inwardly, of course) as declarer isforced to ruff and then has to concede two trumps
to South's ¢ Q104. As| like to say...Counting, counting...all the time!

At one table South opened a cheeky 1 v, West overcalled 4 ¢ and all Passed. North led a heart
and South cashed ¥ AK and continued with athird heart. Declarer knows that North has no more
hearts and despite that ruffed with ¢ 2 (instead of ¢ 8) as North overruffed with ¢ 6. North
continued with # Q, declarer winning in hand with 4 A. Declarer cashed ¢ A and then played

¢ 3 which drew North's¢ K. North continued with ¢ 10, declarer playing SK from dummy
while discarding alosing club from hand. Declarer conceded a further trick to South's¢ Q and
ended two down. Perhaps West's 4 ¢ was atad aggressive given the vulnerability. 4 ¢ x-2=-500!



Board 19 4 QJ10654
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£0Q2
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Saints & Sinners

At another table West opened 24 (Weak), North Passed and then heard East bid 24 ! South,
having Passed initially and heard partner also Pass, now ventured forth with abid of 3v at
adverse vulnerability! West now decided that her weak 2 ¢ was better than first assessed and bid
4 ¢ which became the final contract. North led ¥ 8 and South won the trick with ¥ K and then
switched to her singleton spade, declarer winning perforce with# A. Declarer continued with

¢ A andthen ¢ J, North winning the second round with ¢ K. North now played her second
heart, South winning with ¥ A and continued with a third heart, declarer discarding alosing club
from hand as North ruffed with D¢ 7. Declarer subsequently conceded another trick to South's

¢+ Qfor atwo trick defeat. Declarer could have saved atrick by ruffing the third heart with+ 8
and then playing another trump, drawing the outstanding trumps, and then discarding her losing
club on dummy's S K.

At five tables West declared 34 . At four of these tables the contract failed by one trick! At three
tables West opened 3 ¢ which became the final contract. At two tables North led ¢ Q, declarer
winning perforce with ¢ A. Declarer then cashed ¢ A and continued with ¢ 8 (¢ Jat the other
table), North rising with ¢ K as South followed with ¢ 10, perhaps suggesting that diamonds
were split 3-3. North now switched to Hv 8, South winning with ¥ K and then cashing v A as
declarer and North followed. South played a third heart and declarer opted to discard alosing
club as North ruffed with ¢ 7. Declarer then conceded the setting trick to South's¢ Q. One
down. But, as outlined in the previous example, if declarer ruffed with ¢ 9 and then played
another trump North's ¢ 7 would crash under South's¢ Q. Declarer could discard her losing club
on dummy's ¢ K. The question iswhether it could cost to ruff the third heart with ¢ 9. If the
original diamond distribution was 3-3 then it cannot cost. If north started with DK Q76 then
North will always make three diamonds and ruffing the third heart won't matter. But, if South
started with four diamonds then it could cost because now South would score two diamonds with
¢+ Q7.BUT, if South started with ¢ Q1074 why did she play ¢ 10 on the second round? It
doesn't make sense and tends to suggest that diamonds were originally split 3-3. Declarer should
ruff the third heart with ¢ 9 and if it wins then play another trump and subsequently discard her
losing club on dummy's# K. Sinner statusto declarer.



Board 19 4 QJ10654
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Saints & Sinners

At another table West's 3¢ opened and closed the bidding! North led ¥ 8 and South cashed

v AK and continued with v 2, declarer discarding a club from hand as North ruffed with ¢ 6.
North continued with ¢ Q, declarer winning perforce with# A. Declarer cashed ¢ A and
continued with ¢ 8, North winning with D¢ K as South followed with ¢ 10. Declarer duly lost
afifth trick to South's ¢ Q for one down. Again, declarer could have made the contract by ruffing
the third heart with ¢ 9 and then playing another diamond, crashing North's¢ 7 and South's ¢ Q.

At one table South opened 1 v, West bid 2 ¢ and North made a Negative (Takeout) Double, East
bid 2 &, South Passed and West bid 34 which became the final contract. North led v 8, South
winning with ¥ K. South then made the excellent play of asmall club hoping to kill dummy's
club entries which might otherwise be used to access heart winners. Declarer rose with 10
from hand which North covered with ¢ Q, dummy's # K winning the trick. Declarer next played
aspadeto# A in her hand and then cashed ¢ A and continued with ¢ J, North winning with

¢ K as South followed to the second diamond with ¢ 10, declarer discarding spades from
dummy. North continued with ¢ Q and an unsuspecting declarer rose with dummy's SK which
South ruffed with ¢ Q....and declarer discarded alosing club from hand. North cashed v A and
continued with a heart and declarer, holding ¢ 98532 in hand and with only the ¢ 7 outstanding,
ruffed the heart with ¢ 2 only to see North overruff with ¢ 7 for the setting trick! Sinner status
to declarer who had just floored a contract that she should have made! Note that even if North
continues with a club after winning DK, declarer can rise with dummy's CA and then play SK,
discarding a club from hand.

At the fifth table West opened 3 ¢ which was followed by three Passes. North led ¢ Q, declarer
winning in hand with 4 A. Declarer cashed ¢ A and continued with ¢ J, North winning with

¢ K. North continued with # J, declarer rising with dummy's 4 K as South discarded ¥ 6 and
declarer discarded ¥ 5. Declarer continued with # 9, South discarding # 4 as declarer ruffed
with ¢ 2. Declarer then played ¢ 9, North following with ¢ 7 as South won with ¢ Q. South
cashed ¥ A and continued with v K, declarer ruffing with ¢ 3 and subsequently discarding her
losing club on dummy's ¥ Q. Ten tricks and Saintly status to declarer, Teresa Byrne.
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Saints & Sinners

At another table West opened 3¢ and after two Passes South found a bid of 3 ¥ which became
the final contract. The defense was devastating. West led a club, East winning with & K and then
cashing # A before switching to a small spade, West winning perforce with# A. West next
cashed ¢ A, East discarding # 6, and continued with ¢ 8, East ruffing with ¥ 3. East continued
with & 7, South ruffing with v 2 as West overruffed with ¥ 5. West continued with ¢ 2 East
ruffing with v 9. East did well to ignore partner's misleading suit-preference signal (¢ 2, calling
for aclub continuation!) and led # 8, declarer discarding a club as West ruffed with v 10. West
continued with another diamond, declarer playing ¥ 8 from dummy, East overruffing with v J
and declarer winning with v K. Declarer cashed v A, drawing East's last trump, and thus won
the last fivetricks for aresult of four down! Sinner statusto South.

At four tables North contracted 3 4 . In each case South passed and West pre-empted with 3 ¢
and each North competed with 3 4 ...opposite a Passed partner! The Norths should have passed
and leave it up to South to take any further action, e.g. are-opening Takeout Double. Sinner
status to the four Norths.

At one table East cashed # AK and then switched to alow heart, declarer rising with dummy's
v A. Declarer then cashed ¥ K and played a third heart, West discarding # 10 as declarer
discarded adiamond and East winning with ¥ J. East continued with ¥ Q, West discarding ¢ 2
as declarer ruffed with 4 4. Declarer now led ¢ Q from hand, West winning with ¢ A, cashing
¢ A and then continuing with a diamond which East ruffed with # 7. East now exited on & 7,
declarer forced to ruff in hand with ¢ 5. North, now holding # J106 while East was sitting over
declarer with 4 K98, won only one of the last three tricks and suffered a four trick defeat. East
should have applied a Penalty Double! Declarer could have saved two tricks by leading dummy's
singleton spade after winning the heart switch at trick three. The defense can score 3 spades, 1
diamond, 2 clubs. Asit was E/W scored four trump tricks and an unnecessary heart! Sinner
status to North for poor bidding and declarer play.
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Saints& Sinners
At one of the other tables where North declared 34 , East played three rounds of clubs, declarer
winning the third round with & Jwhile discarding ¢ 6 from hand. Declarer correctly led
dummy's singleton spade, West winning perforce with # A and continuing with ¢ A and a
second diamond ruffed by East with & 7. East played a heart to dummy. And declarer then
consigned herself to athree trick defeat when she led % 9, ruffing in hand with # 5, which was
overruffed by East with # 8. East also scored atrick with ¢ K, leaving declarer three down.
Sinner status to declarer for not keeping track of clubs played and letting East score a soft trump
ruff.

At another table East played three rounds of clubs and declarer misguessed by playing dummy's
# 9 on the third round which was covered by West's# 10, forcing declarer to ruff with ¢ 4.
Declarer continued with ¢ 10 from hand which now ensured four trumps losers! [Note the
difference of leading the first trump from dummy!]. East followed low and West won with ¢ A.
West cashed ¢ A, East discarding # 6 and then continued with v 5 (v 10 would be better), East
playing ¥ 9 as declarer won with dummy's ¥ A. Declarer next cashed ¥ K and then ruffed a
heart with # 5. At this point declarer holds ¢ QJ6, ¢ K7 while East holds 4 K987, ¥ Q. (South
and West hands are irrelevant). Declarer next played 4 Jfrom hand and East erred significantly
by playing low...if East had won with ¢ K she could have continued with ¢ 9 and thus ensured
that declarer would only score ONE of the last five tricks! BUT, after 4 Jwon, declarer next
played ¢ 7 and East ruffed with with ¢ 8. East now continued with ¥ Q, declarer ruffing with

# 6. East took the last two tricks with # K9...three down that should have been four down. Note
that rising with # K when declarer leads 4 Jfrom hand cannot really cost. Y es, West might have
started with # AQ BUT declarer will still be restricted to one winner whereas if West wins the
trick with SQ declarer will still score at least one more spade trick. Sinner status to East.

At the fourth table, East cashed # AK and switched to ¥ Q, declarer winning with dummy'sv K.
Declarer correctly led dummy's# 3, West winning perforce with & A. West cashed ¢ A and then
continued with another diamond, declarer rising with ¢ K from hand as East ruffed with ¢ 7.
East continued with HY Q to dummy's ¥ A and declarer then led athird heart, West discarding a
diamond, as declarer unnecessarily, ruffed with 4 10 instead of # 5! Declarer, who was on target
for amere two down now finished three down. Sinner status to North.
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Saints & Sinners

At two tables West opened 3¢ and both East's committed the same error when bidding 3NT.
The 3NT bid iswrong for two major reasons: 1) East has only 13 hcp opposite aweak 3 opening
from partner. Thisis, by along stretch, a hand that is too weak to bid 3NT. ..and, 2) East hasa
void in partner's suit. Thisis an absolute no-no when bidding NT in this type of sequence.
Declarer should have at least a doubleton when bidding NT opposite a pre-empt. Asthe List of
Makeable Contracts shows, E/W can always make seven tricks... 2 spades, 2 hearts, 1 diamond, 2
clubs.

At one table South cashed ¥ A and then switched to her singleton spade, dummy's4 A winning
perforce. Declarer cashed ¢ A, discarding ¢ 7 from hand, and then led ¥ 10 from dummy and
followed with ¥ 9 from hand instead of overtaking with ¥ J!' South won with ¥ K when ducking
would have been better...declarer would then have been forced to continue with adiamond or a
club from dummy, either of which would have been beneficia to the defense! South continued
with ¢ Q and a another diamond to North's ¢ K, declarer discarding two spades from hand.
Declarer now had five winnersin her hand ¢ K, v QJ, # AK to add to the two tricks already
under the belt, ¢ A, ¢ A and duly finished just two down. South's opening lead gave the tempo
to declarer. A club lead, not normally a recommended lead from Jxxx, might have seen the
defense score another trick or two!

At another table, West opened 1 ¢ (wrong...either pre-empt or Pass). North overcalled 14 where
24 (WJO) ismore descriptive. East bid 2 ¥ (wrong...this bid shows 5+ hearts)...A Negative
(Takeout) Double is more reflective of the hand. West bid 3¢ and East, with nowhere else to go,
bid 3NT. South led # 3, declarer winning with dummy's# A. Declarer continued with v 10,
South winning with ¥ K and switching to # 4. Declarer played dummy's# 10, North playing

& Q asdeclarer won with# A. Declarer continued with ¥ 9 from hand, South ducking, and then
played ¥ Q, South winning with ¥ A as dummy and North each discarded a diamond. South
now made the fatal play of # 5 (should have played # Jor # 9), dummy winning with # 8.
Declarer subsequently cashed ¢ A and played a club to her C# K and cashed # K, ¥ Q for eight
tricks. Sinner statusto West for opening 1 ¢ , to East for bidding 2 ¥ and to South for gifting
the soft club trick.



Board 19 4 QJ10654

South Dedls v 84
E-W Vul ¢+ K76
£0Q2
s A 4 K9872
v 105 w e BREE
¢ AJ98532 . —
& 1083 Sl . AK 76
a3
vy AK762
+ Q104
& J954

EW IN; EW 2¢ ; EW 2%; N 14 ;
Par —90: EW IN=; EW 2&=; EW 2¢ =

Saints & Sinners

At one table N/S contracted 3NT when West opened 3¢ , North ventured 34 and, not
unreasonably, South bid 3NT. West fond the imaginative lead of ¢ J, declarer winning in hand
with ¢ Q as East discarded v 3, which would come back to haunt her later in the play! South
continued with 4 3, West winning perforce with 4 A. West continued with # 8, declarer playing
low from dummy as East won with & K. East continued with & A, declarer following with # 5 as
West made the crucial play of # 10 (MUD) which promoted South's # 9 as awinner! East
continued with & 7 declarer winning with # 9 as West followed with # 3 while dummy
discarded & 5. Declarer continued with a small heart from hand, East winning with v 9. East
continued with & 6, declarer winning in hand with & J. Declarer now cashed ¥ AK76 (East's
heart discard at trick one now proving to be very costly!) after which declarer, having discarded
all dummy's spades, led a diamond towards dummy's ¥ K7. West rose with ¢ A and conceded
the last trick, declarer's eighth, to dummy's ¢ K. Well played and Saintly status to South, Frank
Davey. East could have saved atrick by cashing ¢ K after winning with v 9...declarer will till
have to concede a diamond to West and will end up two down. And the heart discard at trick one
would have produced another trick for E/W.

At another table West opened atop-heavy 24 (Weak), North bid 24 and South closed the
auction with 2NT. West led ¢ A, East discarding # 6. West made the pointless continuation of
another diamond (West has no way of establishing and cashing any more diamonds) and East
discarded # 7, declarer winning in hand with ¢ 10. Declarer played # 3, West winning with ¢ A.
West, perhaps persuaded by East's club discards, now found the switch of ¥ 10, declarer winning
in hand with ¥ A. Declarer next played a club to West's# 8, dummy's# Q and East's# A. East
next played ¥ Q, declarer winning with ¥ K. Declarer now led ¢ Q to dummy's ¢ K and
continued with ¢ Q from dummy. East won with # K and cashed v J9, & A for atwo trick
defeat.



Board 19 4 QJ10654

South Dedls v 84
E-W Vul ¢+ K76
£0Q2
s A 4 K9872
v 105 w e BREE
¢ AJ98532 . —
& 1083 Sl . AK 76
a3
vy AK762
+ Q104
& J954

EW IN; EW 2¢ ; EW 2%; N 14 ;
Par —90: EW IN=; EW 2&=; EW 2¢ =

Saints & Sinners

At another table an extraordinary bidding sequence occurred. South and West Passed and North
made a misleading opening bid of 1S. North should open 24 (Weak). East then made an even
more inappropriate bid of Double (Takeout). The East hand, with avoid in one of the unbid suits,
istotally unsuited to a Takeout Double. East should Pass North's 1 4 opening. BUT, the bidding
continued... South bid 1 NT and West made a huge underbid (opposite a Takeout Double of 14)
of 2 ¢ . North Passed and East now found herself in avery uncomfortable position and had little
option other than to bid 2 ¥ which, when preceded by a Takeout Double, suggests aVERY
strong hand with at least five hearts. How West could subsequently Pass is difficult to fathom. |
would have jumped to 5¢ inresponse to East'sinitial Takeout Double. Anyway, 2 ¥ became the
final contract. South led her singleton spade, declarer winning with dummy's# A. Declarer next
cashed ¢ A, discarding # 6 from hand. Declarer then played aclub to# A in hand and continued
with & K... South discarded a club and declarer also discarded a club from dummy. Declarer
now cashed & K and then led another club, South following with # J as declarer ruffed with
dummy's ¢ 5. Declarer led adiamond, ruffed in hand with ¥ 3 and then led ¢ 7, South ruffing
with ¥ K as North discarded # 10. South next cashed ¥ A, drawing dummy's ¥ 10 and declarer's
v 9. South now led ¥ 7 to North's ¥ 8 and declarer's v J. Declarer led # 9 and South, seemingly
oblivious to North's opening bid, ruffed with ¥ 2. South led ¢ Q, declarer ruffing with withv Q
and South winning the last trick with ¥ 6. An unbelievable 2 v +1 by East. A good effort at
declarer play after aterrible Takeout Double. South should have ruffed the second spade with

v 6. If South overruffswith v 10 then South can safely ruff the next spade with ¥ 7 and cash
two top trumps. And if declarer triesto ruff athird club then North can overruff withv 8. On
best defense, i.e. South cashes ¥ AK and then plays a spade, 2 ¥ should be two down! Sinner
status to East for her bidding but some redemption by way of her declarer play!

At another table West opened 3¢ and East bid 34 S. East should have Passed, showing trust in
partner's pre-empt. 34 finished three down. 3¢ would have been one down at most, and might
have made! Sinner statusto East.



Board 20 4 Q9853

West Deals v J1092
Both Vul + 08
& 82
a A2 o * K6
v K874 w eI
+ 10932 ¢ K764
& 1096 Sl . 0753
s 1074
v AQ63
+ AJ5
& AK4

NS34:NS3v:NSIN;: E2&;: EW 1¢ ; W 1&;
Par +140: NS2v +1; NS 24 +1



Board 21

North Deals

N-SVul

o K763
v K3

¢+ Q96
& J1042

4 A984
v 64

¢ J1052
& KQ6

N
W E
S

4 Q10
v QJ97
¢ K83
» A875

& J52

v A10852
¢ A74

& 93

EW IN; EW 2#; NS 14 ; EW 1v; NS 1¢ ;
Par —90: EW IN=; EW 2&=

East will likely declare 1 NT. Infact, at all 21 tables East DID declare 1 NT. South will probably
lead a heart and declarer can guarantee three tricks in the suit by letting the lead come round to
his hand. Declare should NOT rise with dummy's ¥ K at trick one which will restrict declarer to
two heart tricks! Note the delicate diamond position.... ¢ Q96 opposite ¢ K83. Thisisa
combination where you want the defenders to initiate the play of the suit thus giving you a good
chance of scoring two diamond tricks! The spade layout is also delicate. Declarer should play on
clubs or return a heart at trick two.

Defending this hand is aso not easy as any switch by North or South may cost atrick. Note that a
small spade lead from North does not cost a trick whereas a spade lead from South does concede
a second spade to declarer. Expect awide range of results.

Saints & Sinners

Unique...ahand played at al tablesin the same contract and by the same declarer... INT by East.
At one end of the scale a declarer was held to six tricks while at the other end one declarer made
ten tricks while three others scored nine tricks. At one table South led ¥ 2 (3rd/5th leads) and
declarer erred by rising with dummy's ¥ K. Declarer could have made a huge start by leading & J
(or # 10) forcing North to cover and with South's doubleton # 93 declarer could have scored 3
club tricks! BUT, declarer led & 2, North following with # 6 and South beating declarer's % 8
with & 9. South found an imaginative switch of # J, declarer winning in hand with ¢ Q.
Declarer continued with & A, and when South followed with C# 3 declarer should have
unblocked dummy's & J (or # 10) thus keeping # 7 as a possible entry to her hand. North won
the third club as South discarded ¢ 7. North continued with a second heart, declarer playingv Q
as South won with v A. South continued with S# 5, declarer playing low from dummy as North
contributed # 8, declarer winning with ¢ 10. Declarer sealed her own fate when she cashed v J,
establishing v 108 as winners for South. Declarer continued with a club to dummy's# J, South
discarding ¢ 4, and thenled ¢ 9to her ¢ K, South winning with ¢ A. South cashed ¥ 108 and
then played a spade to North's¢ A for aonetrick defeat. Saintly statusto Eddie & Rory but
declarer contributed to her own demise, particularly at trick one!



Board 21

North Deals

N-SVul

o K763
v K3

¢+ Q96
& J1042

4 A984
v 64

¢ J1052
& KQ6

N
W E
S

Q10
v QJ9o7
¢ K83
& A875

& J52

v A10852
¢ A74

& 93

EW IN; EW 2#; NS 14 ; EW 1v; NS 1¢ ;
Par —90: EW IN=; EW 2&=

Saints & Sinners

At another table South led HY 2 and declarer rose with dummy's ¥ K. Declarer thenled & J,
North covering with # Q as declarer won with # A. Declarer continued with a club to dummy's
# 10 and North's % K. North continued with a heart, declarer playing ¥ J as South won with

v A. South now switched to # 5, declarer playing ¢ 3 from dummy as North played S# 9
(should play # 8), declarer winning in hand with # 10. Declarer cashed # 87, South discarding
¢ 7,4 2 asNorth discarded ¢ 4. Declarer next led 4 Q from hand, South following with & J
while North ducked. Declarer next played a diamond, South following with ¢ 4 asdummy's ¢ Q
won the trick. At this point dummy holds & K7, ¢ 96 while declarer holds ¥ Q9, ¢ K8. South
holds¢ A, v 1085. North held # A, ¢ J105. Declarer now led adiamond, North playing which
declarer covered with ¢ K and South won perforce with ¢ A and then having to lead a heart into
declarer'sv Q9. On the twelfth trick North had to discard either # K or ¢ 10...and guessed
wrong leaving declarer's ¢ 8 to take the last trick! Ten tricksto declarer. And Saintly status to
Moya M acEoin. Sinner status to N/S for aless than stellar defense.

P.S. | didn't get time to analyse the other results which I'm sure would make for fascinating
reading!



Board 22 a1

East Dedls v AKQB862
E-W Vul + K8
4 Q653
4 Q1098762 gy 4 AK
v 4 W £ v J75
¢ J1074 ¢ 652
a4 Sl . 109872
s J53
v 1093
¢+ AQ93
& AKJ

NS6Y; NS5N; NS5%; NS4¢ ; EW 14 ; Par +980: NS 6v =
Yes, 6 ¥ makes...but it's not that easy to get there! Nothing to the play.
Saints& Sinners

Only three N/S pairs bid the small slam. Saintly statusto Marian & Patsy, Peggy & Marcella,
James & Eugene. At two of these tables South opened 1 NT (Strong) and West made asimple
overcall in spades. At one table North, perhaps comforted by West's overcall and her own
singleton, and maybe assuming that South's points were concentrated in the other two suits,
jumped directlyto6 v .

At another table South contented himself with abid of 3HY over West's 24 overcall, East bid
34 and South bid 4 ¥ . North jumpedto 6 v .

At the third table South opened 1 ¢ , West bid 14, North bid 2 ¥ (presumably forcing!), East
Passed and South bid 3 ¥ . North wheeled out a Gerber 4% and South showed her two acesvia
4 . and North eventually bid6 v .

Thereis no doubt but that North's hand and N/S's prospects of a heart slam are improved when
E/W bid spades.

A curious score features on the Travelling Score Sheet...4 ¥ +3...Y es, that's all thirteen tricks.
One East failed to lead a top spade and declarer was able to discard her spade loser on dummy's
+ Q.

At another table an innocent South rebid 1 NT over North's 1 ¥ response and found herself in the
deadly contract of 3NT when North simply raised to the NT game instead of re-bidding 3% or
even 4 v . N/Sreceived an element of luck which North's bidding didn't warrant when the spade
suit was blocked because of East's doubleton ¢ AK. Sinner statusto North.

At another table, North emerged with only eleven tricks when declarer failed to draw three
rounds of trumps and East subsequently scored a ruff with v J. Careless by declarer. Sinner
status awarded to North.



Board 23 o K52
South Dedls v 83
Both Vul ¢ K9853
® 942
& 108 N 4 J976
v AQJ107 W £ v 6542
¢ J106 ¢ 74
£ Q76 S . 5103
4 AQ43
vy K9
¢ AQ2
& AK85

SA4AN; NS 44 ; S5¢; N 4¢ ; NS4%; N 2N; Par +630: S3N+1

N/S should reach 3NT played by SOUTH, in particular if West has bid hearts. South can make
ten tricks but should not make more...UNLESS East discards a spade. If 3NT is played by North
then a heart lead should see the contract fail by one trick. Note that if West does overcall in
hearts then East should realise that South has only two hearts (West presumably having five for
an overcall) in which case South islikely to hold at least one four card black suit. East should
refrain from discarding a spade. East can safely discard hearts. A club discard by East might only
prove to be a problem if South has afive card club suit and where West started with % Qx. The
defense is made slightly more problematic by virtue of the fact that East holds a doubleton
diamond instead of three diamonds. In the latter case West would be able to make an informative
discard before East has to discard on the fourth diamond!

Simply put, on a heart lead from West, declarer should score eleven tricks. If East discards a
spade then declarer will score twelve tricks.

And maybe some N/S pairswill bid 5+ . If East can lead a heart then this contract should fail.
BUT if South is declarer then a non-heart lead by West CAN be overcome...More anon!

Saints & Sinners

At nineteen of the twenty-one tables South declared 3 NT. At seven of these tables declarer
emerged with twelve tricks when East discarded a spade. Sinner status to those Easts.

At the other twelve tables declarer scored eleven tricks. At eleven of these tables each East
resolutely held onto the four spades and declarer could not score more than eleven tricks. Saintly
status to: Ali, Evelyn, Murt, Marion (Coy), Sean, May, Mary (Moylan), Therese, Mary
Madden Treacy, Deirdre Adams, Phyllis M cFadden.

At the eleventh table where South emerged with eleven tricks, East DID discard a spade but
South wasn't counting the spades and didn't realise that the # 4 was awinner!!! Sinner statusto
East and South!



Board 23 o K52
South Dedls v 83
Both Vul ¢ K9853
® 942
& 108 N 4 J976
v AQJ107 W £ v 6542
¢ J106 ¢ 74
£ Q76 S . 5103
4 AQ43
vy K9
¢ AQ2
& AK85

SA4N; NS 44 :S56: N 4¢ : NS4%: N 2N; Par +630: S3N+1
Saints & Sinners

At two tables N/Sreached 5 ¢ . At one table South opened 2 %, North bid 2 ¢ and South re-bid
24 .. WRONG. South should re-bid 2NT. A re-bid of 2% or 24 should only be made with 5+
cardsin the bid major. [Note: Over South's2 NT re-bid North can always bid 3% for 'suits up the
line, where a3 NT response by South signals no four card suit other than clubs. Or 3% can be
used asan enquiry re Mgor suits.]. At the table North next bid 3¢ and South who should have
bid 3NT actualy jumpedto 5 ¢ . A heart lead from East sinks this out of the water aslong as
West switches after cashing two heart tricks....a third heart sees declarer discard alosing club
from the North hand while ruffing with ¢ 2 in the South hand! However, East led # J, declarer
winning with dummy's# A. A very interesting sequence of plays unfolded with both declarer
and West missing opportunities for stardom! Declarer drew trumps and then played four rounds
of spades, ruffing in hand when the suit failed to break. Declarer next led # 4 from, hand, East
following with # 3...and declarer's moment for stardom had arrived.... Declarer should play # 5
thus forcing West to win. West will then have to return a club or play a heart either of which will
give declarer hiseleventh trick! BUT, declarer rose with dummy's & K...and now West's
moment of stardom had arrived! West surely knows that he will be endplayed on the third round
of clubs being forced to win with & Q and then lead a heart into dummy's v K9. Is there anything
that he can do? Yes...West can remember partner's opening lead...# J, which presumably
promisesthe # 10!!! West should jettison ¢ Q on dummy's & K thus ensuing that East wins the
third club and can now play a heart THROUGH dummy's v K9 leaving West to score two heart
tricks and thus defeat the contract. BUT, West failed to jettison & Q and duly won the third club
and was forced to cash ¥ A and then concede the vital eleventh trick to dummy'sv K. Two
opportunities missed!

At the other tables South opened 2 %, North responded 2 ¢ , South correctly rebid 2 NT and
North who should ssimply have raised to 3NT actually bid 3 ¢ . South, perhaps thinking that
North was interested in a diamond slam (why else would North bid 34 ?) bid 4 ¢ which North
raisedto 5 ¢ . Declarer drew trumps and then played four rounds of spades, discarding aclub
from hand as West discarded ¥ 7 and ¥ 10 (West should have discarded ¥ Q and then v 7). East
continued with a club, declarer winning in dummy and ruffing the third round in hand and then
playing a heart, losing two tricks to West. Declarer should have got home by ruffing the fourth
spade in hand and then ducking a club into West. Sinner status to North for poor bidding and
poor declarer play.



Board 24 & 743

West Deals v A10732
None Vul ¢ 1096
& AK
s Q108 - 4 KJ52
v 986 W v K QJ
¢ K873 ¢ 542
%862 Sl . 1075
s AO6
v 54
¢ AQJ
£ 01943

NS3N; NS3v;:S3¢:NS3%: N2¢: NS1le: Par +400: NS3N=



