
TRIBES BRIDGE CLUB - 50th ANNIVERSARY:  1971 - 2021

Greetings! 

Herewith find attached the analysis of selected hands played last Thursday, 28th January 2021, in 
the Tribes Bridge Club BBO IMPs Pairs.

Another very interesting set of hands, including a couple of hugely challenging declarer and 
defensive plays which many players failed to master.

This week I analysed the following hands:  Board# 10, 14, 19, 20

Only four boards but detailed analysis of the play at the various tables including nine pages 
devoted to Board#14 and six pages to Boards# 10, 19 while Board#20 is treated to four pages of 
analysis.

Board #10 sees N/S face a choice of 3 NT, 4 ♠ or 5 ♦. And where E/W could play in hearts! 
Challenges in all contracts for declarers and the defense.

Board#14 saw 20 declarers battle in a very challenging 3 NT whilst 3 other declarers tried to play 
4 ♠ on a 4-3 fit! Some good defensive work and some declarers also rose to the occasion...but 
many didn't!

Board#19 saw N/S reach a variety of contracts...3 NT, 4 ♠ (another 4-3 fit), 5 ♦ on a 5-3 fit. The 
NT game is cold but the other contracts were very challenging and very few declarers rose to the 
occasion! 

Board#20 is given detailed treatment as befits a hand that saw half the field fail to secure nine 
tricks in 3 NT. 

As always there were several other hands that I wished I had time to analyse...Time, time, time!
 

Enjoy!

Paul J Scannell
4th February 2021



Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

♠ Q J 10 2
♥ A 10
♦ A K Q 10 3
♣ J 2

♠ K 9 7 5 4
♥ Q 5 4
♦ 2
♣ A K 10 6

♠ 6 3
♥ K J 9 8 2
♦ J 9 4
♣ Q 9 3

♠ A 8
♥ 7 6 3
♦ 8 7 6 5
♣ 8 7 5 4

N

W E

S

EW 4♥; EW 2♠; NS 3♦; NS 1N; EW 2♣; Par −300: NS 5♦×−2



Board 2
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ 10 5 2
♥ A Q 2
♦ K J 10 5 4
♣ 10 2

♠ K Q 9 4 3
♥ K 8 7
♦ 8 6 2
♣ 9 5

♠ 6
♥ 9 5 3
♦ Q 9 3
♣ A 8 7 6 4 3

♠ A J 8 7
♥ J 10 6 4
♦ A 7
♣ K Q J

N

W E

S

NS 6N; NS 6♥; NS 6♦; NS 4♠; NS 3♣; Par +1440: NS 6N=



Board 3
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ Q 6 5
♥ K 10 8 6
♦ A 10 6 5 2
♣ 3

♠ A 8 7 3 2
♥ 9 4 3 2
♦ K J 7
♣ 5

♠ K J 10 9 4
♥ Q J
♦ 8 4
♣ K Q 6 2

♠ —
♥ A 7 5
♦ Q 9 3
♣ A J 10 9 8 7 4

N

W E

S

NS 5♦; EW 3♠; NS 3♥; NS 4♣; NS 1N; Par +400: NS 5♦=



Board 4
West Deals
Both Vul

♠ 6 5 4 2
♥ J 10 7 2
♦ 4 3
♣ K 4 2

♠ J 10 8 7
♥ K 9 8
♦ K J 8
♣ 10 7 5

♠ K 9
♥ 5
♦ A 10 9 7 6
♣ A Q J 6 3

♠ A Q 3
♥ A Q 6 4 3
♦ Q 5 2
♣ 9 8

N

W E

S

E 5N; W 4N; E 5♦; E 5♣; W 4♦; W 4♣; EW 2♠; NS 1♥; 
Par −660: E 3N+2



Board 5
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A K
♥ J 8 5 4
♦ 6 4
♣ A J 10 8 2

♠ Q J 7 6 5 3
♥ A 3
♦ 9 8 5
♣ Q 5

♠ 10 8
♥ K Q 9 7 2
♦ K 10 3
♣ 9 7 6

♠ 9 4 2
♥ 10 6
♦ A Q J 7 2
♣ K 4 3

N

W E

S

NS 4N; NS 5♣; NS 4♦; NS 2♥; NS 1♠; Par +630: NS 3N+1



Board 6
East Deals
E-W Vul

♠ —
♥ K 10 5 2
♦ 10 9 7 4 3
♣ K 10 6 3

♠ K 10 7 5
♥ A 9 8 7 4
♦ Q 5
♣ A 8

♠ 6 4 2
♥ Q 3
♦ 6 2
♣ Q J 7 5 4 2

♠ A Q J 9 8 3
♥ J 6
♦ A K J 8
♣ 9

N

W E

S

NS 3N; NS 5♦; NS 3♠; NS 2♥; NS 1♣; Par +400: NS 3N=; NS 5♦=



Board 7
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ K 6 5
♥ K 8
♦ Q 2
♣ A 9 7 4 3 2

♠ J 9 8 2
♥ J 7 5 3 2
♦ K
♣ 10 8 6

♠ Q 10
♥ Q 6
♦ A J 10 7 6 5 4
♣ K 5

♠ A 7 4 3
♥ A 10 9 4
♦ 9 8 3
♣ Q J

N

W E

S

NS 3♣; EW 2♦; NS 1♠; Par +110: NS 3♣=



Board 8
West Deals
None Vul

♠ 9 6
♥ 6 5 4
♦ A J 10 9 6
♣ Q J 2

♠ K J 10 5 3
♥ 10 9
♦ 8 3 2
♣ A 8 4

♠ Q
♥ K Q J 8 7
♦ Q 7 5
♣ K 10 9 7

♠ A 8 7 4 2
♥ A 3 2
♦ K 4
♣ 6 5 3

N

W E

S

EW 2♠; E 1N; EW 1♥; EW 1♣; Par −110: EW 1♠+1



Board 9
North Deals
E-W Vul

♠ A 8 4
♥ A 7 5
♦ 8 4
♣ K J 8 5 3

♠ K Q 10
♥ Q 9
♦ A K 9 2
♣ A Q 9 4

♠ J 7 3 2
♥ K 8 4 2
♦ Q 3
♣ 10 7 2

♠ 9 6 5
♥ J 10 6 3
♦ J 10 7 6 5
♣ 6

N

W E

S

EW 3N; EW 3♠; EW 2♥; EW 3♣; EW 2♦; Par −600: EW 3N=



Board 10
East Deals
Both Vul

♠ 7 2
♥ A 4
♦ A Q 8 6
♣ K Q J 8 3

♠ J 5
♥ K Q J 9 8 7 6
♦ 10
♣ 9 4 2

♠ A 8 3
♥ 5 2
♦ 7 5 4
♣ A 10 7 6 5

♠ K Q 10 9 6 4
♥ 10 3
♦ K J 9 3 2
♣ —

N

W E

S

NS 6♦; NS 5♠; NS 4N; EW 1♥; NS 1♣; Par +1370: NS 6♦=

6 ♦ can make...the only problematic lead is a heart (likely on the bidding) in which case declarer 
wins and leads a top club, discarding a heart if East doesn't rise with ♣ A. If East covers with 
♣ A then declarer ruffs, draws trumps and discards the losing heart from the South hand on an 
established club winner. Declarer then needs to successfully play the spade suit for one loser 
(♠ A).  Most N/S partnerships will bid 4 ♠ or even 5 ♦.  At some tables West may be allowed to 
play 3 ♥/4 ♥ which should be doubled. The defense should be able to hold declarer to seven 
tricks. 3 NT can also be made by N/S but declarer will be living on tenterhooks in case West has 
a quick entry for heart winners, i.e. a black suit Ace!

Saints and Sinners

At one table South opened 2 ♠ (1 ♠ is better and conforms to the Rule of 20...total points added 
to length of two longest suits). North bid 2 NT and re-bid 3 ♠ (was this a systemic reply to 
2 NT...if not then South should re-bid 3 ♦). North closed the auction with 3 NT. East led ♣ 6, 
declarer discarding while West played ♣ 9, declarer winning in hand with ♣ J. Declarer should 
take stock and be very thankful for the lack of a heart lead! Declarer has 1 heart, 5 diamonds, 1 
club and needs just two more tricks to secure the contract. Declarer led a spade at trick two, East 
following low as dummy's ♠ K won the trick. 3 NT is now guaranteed. Declarer can return to 
hand with a diamond and continue with ♣ K, thereby establishing a second club winner whilst 
♥ A is still intact. BUT, declarer next led a diamond and inextricably played low from hand 
when West produced ♦ 10. West now switched to ♥ K and declarer panicked and didn't duck but 
won the trick with ♥ A. Declarer next cashed 4 diamond winners as West discarded 1 spade, 1 
heart, 2 clubs while East discarded 2 clubs. Declarer then led ♠ 10, West discarding ♥ 7 and East 
ducked thus giving declarer an extra trick to which she was not entitled. East won the next spade, 
cashed ♣ A and played a heart to West who scored the last two tricks for 2 down. Sinner status 
to North on a couple of fronts ...1) bidding 3 NT instead of 4 ♠ when knowing of the 6-2 spade 
fit...2) not scoring at least nine tricks...perhaps the under play on the first diamond was a mis-
click...3) not ducking the first heart and which would have left her safe for nine tricks!  Sinner 
status to East for ducking the second spade lead. East should have won with ♠ A, cashed ♣ A 
and returned a heart for a two trick defeat. Sinner status to South if 3 ♠ was not systemic, e.g. 
showing a good weak 2 ♠ with max points and good spade suit. South can bid 3 ♦...and then 4 ♦ 
to show her 6/5 distribution.



Board 10
East Deals
Both Vul

♠ 7 2
♥ A 4
♦ A Q 8 6
♣ K Q J 8 3

♠ J 5
♥ K Q J 9 8 7 6
♦ 10
♣ 9 4 2

♠ A 8 3
♥ 5 2
♦ 7 5 4
♣ A 10 7 6 5

♠ K Q 10 9 6 4
♥ 10 3
♦ K J 9 3 2
♣ —

N

W E

S

NS 6♦; NS 5♠; NS 4N; EW 1♥; NS 1♣; Par +1370: NS 6♦=

Saints and Sinners

At eleven tables N/S contracted the spade game, one pair reaching the dizzy heights of 5 ♠! At 
this table South opened 2 ♠ (alerted as Weak), West bid 3 ♥, North jumped to 4 ♠ and South 
now took off with 4 NT and settled in 5 ♠ when North showed two aces without ♠ Q! A couple 
of observations... 1) South is better advised to open 1 ♠ (the hand qualifies as per Rule of 20) 
...2) South has no right to bid 4 NT...South's 4 ♠ promises nothing other than a desire to play in 
4 ♠. South was very lucky to find North with the hand she had.... 3) 4 NT (of any form) is of very 
limited value in this situation because of South's club void. Exclusion Blackwood would be 
useful but there is no space to bid it. Cue-bidding would be a better option. Sinner status to 
South who earns some redemption for winning the heart lead and playing ♣ K at trick two!

At three tables declarer only made ten tricks in 4 ♠. At all three tables South opened 2 ♠ 
(Weak?) and West overcalled 3 ♥. At one table West led ♥ K, declarer winning with dummy's 
♥ A. Declarer next led ♣ K, discarding ♥ 10 from hand as East won with ♥ A. [Declarer could 
have ruffed this trick, returned to dummy with a diamond and cashed ♣ Q while discarding ♥ 10 
from hand. Declarer can then make eleven tricks by dropping West's doubleton ♠ J unless East 
wins the first spade and gives partner a diamond ruff.]. After winning with ♣ A, West now has a 
chance to hold declarer to ten tricks by returning a diamond and then winning the first spade and 
giving partner a diamond ruff. An unlikely defense. West continued with a heart, declarer ruffing 
and then leading ♠ K from hand. East won with ♠ A and continued with ♠ 3, declarer finessing 
♠ 9 which lost to West's ♠ J. Ten tricks to declarer.

At a second table West led ♥ K, declarer winning with dummy's ♥ A.  Declarer led ♣ K, East 
playing ♣ A as South ruffed. Declarer next rejected the option of playing a diamond to dummy 
and discarding her losing heart on ♣ Q but instead led ♠ K from hand, East winning with ♠ A. 
East continued with a heart to declarer's ♥ 10 and West's ♥ J. West switched to his singleton 
diamond declarer winning with dummy's ♦ A. Declarer next led a spade and finessed ♠ 10 losing 
to West's ♠ J. I have sympathy with the spade finesse but am still trying to work out the rationale 
of leading ♣ K at trick two and ruffing East's ♣ A and not discarding the losing heart on ♣ Q!  



Board 10
East Deals
Both Vul

♠ 7 2
♥ A 4
♦ A Q 8 6
♣ K Q J 8 3

♠ J 5
♥ K Q J 9 8 7 6
♦ 10
♣ 9 4 2

♠ A 8 3
♥ 5 2
♦ 7 5 4
♣ A 10 7 6 5

♠ K Q 10 9 6 4
♥ 10 3
♦ K J 9 3 2
♣ —

N

W E

S

NS 6♦; NS 5♠; NS 4N; EW 1♥; NS 1♣; Par +1370: NS 6♦=

Saints and Sinners

At the third table West led ♥ K, declarer winning with dummy's ♥ A.  Declarer then made the 
strange play of leading a second heart, West winning with ♥ J. West now switched to her 
singleton diamond, declarer winning in hand and next playing ♠ K, East winning with ♠ A. East 
now gave West a diamond ruff and declarer emerged with ten tricks

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 12 TRICKS!
Several declarer's made eleven tricks when West led a heart and the defense subsequently scored 
♠ A and a heart trick. BUT, at one table West led ♥ K, declarer winning with dummy's ♥ A and 
next leading a spade to ♠ Q (declarer should have played ♠ K leaving doubt in East's mind that 
partner might have ♠ Q!...when the ♠ Q wins then East knows that South has ♠ K!). Declarer 
next played a diamond to dummy's ♦ A and then led another spade, East again following low and 
declarer winning with ♠ K. Declarer can now score TWELVE tricks! Declarer should lead 
another diamond to dummy's ♦ 8 and then lead ♣ K, ruffing if East covers with ♣ A and re-
entering dummy with ♦ Q, cashing ♣ Q while discarding the losing heart from hand. Declarer 
subsequently concedes a spade to East's ♠ A but emerges with twelve tricks! BUT, after winning 
the second spade, declarer led ♦ 3 to dummy's ♦ Q, ruffed out East's ♣ A and then discovered 
that she couldn't get to dummy which was holding ♦ 86 while declarer held ♦ KJ9. Careless play 
of the diamond suit by declarer. Declarer subsequently had to concede a heart and ♠ A to East. A 
mere eleven tricks when twelve were there for the taking. Sinner status to declarer. [Exercise: 
Work out the sequence of plays in the diamond suit which will enable declarer to access dummy, 
VIA THE DIAMOND SUIT, three times. And then work out the sequence of plays in the 
diamond suit which would allow declarer to access the North hand FOUR times! You may 
assume that ♦ 10 is singleton.]

At another table, West, having overcalled 3 ♥ over South's opening 1 ♠, led ♥ K, declarer 
winning with dummy's ♥ A. Declarer next led a spade, East rising with ♠ A and continuing with 
a heart to West's ♥ Q. At this point West is holding five hearts, with two rounds already played, 
and proceeded to hand declarer a ruff and discard. Declarer might have ruffed in dummy and 
discarded a losing club from hand! Sinner status to West even though it didn't cost on this hand!



Board 10
East Deals
Both Vul

♠ 7 2
♥ A 4
♦ A Q 8 6
♣ K Q J 8 3

♠ J 5
♥ K Q J 9 8 7 6
♦ 10
♣ 9 4 2

♠ A 8 3
♥ 5 2
♦ 7 5 4
♣ A 10 7 6 5

♠ K Q 10 9 6 4
♥ 10 3
♦ K J 9 3 2
♣ —

N

W E

S

NS 6♦; NS 5♠; NS 4N; EW 1♥; NS 1♣; Par +1370: NS 6♦=

Saints and Sinners

At five tables N/S contracted 5 ♦with two only declarers scoring twelve tricks. At one table 
South opened 1 ♠, West overcalled 3 ♥ (WJO), North bid 3 NT, South bid 4 ♦ which North 
raised to 5 ♦. West led ♥ K, declarer winning with ♥ A. At trick two declarer led ♣ K and ruffed 
in hand with ♦ 2 when West covered with ♣ A. Declarer next cashed three top diamonds ending 
in dummy. Declarer next cashed ♣ Q, discarding his losing heart and continued with a spade to 
his ♠ K and then led ♠ Q, West's, ♠ J falling as East won with ♠ A. East continued with a heart, 
declarer ruffing with ♦ J, his last trump! Declarer then cashed his remaining spade winners for 
twelve tricks. Note that if East held ♠ Ax and West ♠ Jxx then declarer's line would have failed 
and declarer would have ended with ten tricks rather than twelve. Declarer should have played on 
spades earlier by leading twice towards ♠ KQ10964 using trumps as entries. Sinner status to 
declarer. 

At another table South Passed (should open 1 ♠) and West opened 3 ♥. North Doubled and 
South bid 3 ♠ (should have bid 4 ♠). North bid 4 ♣ and South bid 4 ♦ which North raised to 5 ♦. 
West led ♥ J, declarer winning with dummy's ♥ A. Declarer cashed ♦ J and then won a second 
diamond with dummy's ♦ Q and then led ♣ K, ruffing East's ♣ A with ♦ 3. A diamond to 
dummy's ♦ A and declarer then cashed ♣ QJ, discarding a heart and a spade from hand. Declarer 
played a spade to ♠ Q and 'guessed lucky' to continue with ♠ K, dropping West's SJ. Twelve 
tricks but no cigar. Sinner status to declarer for not playing spades earlier and leading twice 
towards ♠ KQ10964

At another table N/S had thew following sequence: 1 ♠ - 2 ♣ (DBL by East); 2 ♦ - 3 NT; 4 ♦ - 
5 ♦.   West led ♥ Q, declarer winning with dummy's♥ A. Declarer next led ♣ K, East covering 
with ♣ A as declarer ruffed with ♦ 2. Declarer next cashed ♦ K and then played ♦ 3 to dummy's 
♦ A. Declarer next cashed ♣ Q, discarding losing heart from hand. Declarer then played a spade, 
East rising with ♠ A. East continued with a heart, declarer ruffing in hand with ♦ J. Declarer 
next cashed ♠ K, West's ♠ J falling...and at this stage declarer has twelve tricks in the bag! All 
declarer needs to do is cash ♦ 9, drawing East's ♦ 7 and then cash all the spade winners. BUT, 
declarer had lost concentration and started to cash the spades only to see East ruff the fourth 
round with ♦ 7. Eleven tricks and Sinner status to declarer.



Board 10
East Deals
Both Vul

♠ 7 2
♥ A 4
♦ A Q 8 6
♣ K Q J 8 3

♠ J 5
♥ K Q J 9 8 7 6
♦ 10
♣ 9 4 2

♠ A 8 3
♥ 5 2
♦ 7 5 4
♣ A 10 7 6 5

♠ K Q 10 9 6 4
♥ 10 3
♦ K J 9 3 2
♣ —

N

W E

S

NS 6♦; NS 5♠; NS 4N; EW 1♥; NS 1♣; Par +1370: NS 6♦=

Saints and Sinners

At another table South opened 1 ♠, West bid 3 ♥ (WJO), North Doubled (not alerted so not sure 
what this was supposed to show...but ideal for a Negative Double), South bid 4 ♦ and North 
raised to 5 ♦. West led ♥ K, declarer winning with ♥ A. Declarer cashed ♦ A and continued 
with ♣ K, East covering with ♣ A as South ruffed with ♦ K (yes, he can afford to do this). 
Declarer next played ♦ 3, overtaking with dummy's ♦ 8, cashed ♣ QJ, discarding a heart and a 
spade from hand. Declarer then played a spade to his ♠ Q and continued with ♠ 9, West winning 
with ♠ J. West continued with ♥ Q, declarer ruffing with ♦ 9. This was the position at that point: 
Declarer held: ♠ K106, ♦ J while dummy held ♦ Q6, ♣ 83. East held ♠ A, ♦ 7, ♣ 107. West's 
hand is immaterial. The play is simple at this stage...declarer ruffs a spade with dummy's DQ, as 
East's ♠ A falls. Declarer then leads ♦ 6, East following with ♦ 7, as declarer wins with ♦ J. 
Declarer then cashes his winning spades...♠ K10. Twelve tricks! BUT, declarer erred by ruffing 
the spade with dummy's ♦ 6 and now had now way of drawing East's ♦ 7 while ending in his 
hand with winning spades!!! Declarer ruffed a club in hand and a spade in dummy and conceded 
the last trick to East's ♦ 7. Declarer should have scored twelve tricks! Sinner status to declarer.
 
At one table South opened 1 ♠, West passed, North bid 2 ♣ and South bid 2 ♠. [With 6-5 shape 
South should have rebid 2 ♦...and then bid 3 ♦ if the opportunity presents itself, to complete the 
picture!] But, North now bid 3 ♦ over South's 2 ♠ thus conveying a hand with 5+club and 4+ 
diamonds and 16+ hcp (Yes, 3D is a Reverse Bid]. South now jumped to 5 ♦. East led a heart 
and declarer won with ♥ A. Declarer next cashed D♦ AQ, and did NOT unblock South's ♦ 9. 
Declarer then led ♣ K, and ruffed East's ♣ A with ♦ 9. Declarer next cashed ♦ J and then 
realised that she had no way of accessing dummy to discard her losing heart on ♣ Q! Careless 
play of the trump suit. Declarer could have won the first or second diamond with dummy's ♦ K 
or ♦ J, thus leaving ♦ AQ for access to hand after ruffing out East's ♣ A. Eleven tricks and 
Sinner status to declarer. 

At two tables South opened 2 ♠ (Weak), West overcalled 3 ♥ and North bid 3 NT. This bid is 
wrong. South is known to hold a six card suit. North has two trumps and a doubleton heart and 
should bid 4 ♠.  At another table South passed, West opened 3 ♥, North Doubled and South only 
bid 3 ♠. Should have bid 4 ♠. Sinner status to all three Souths.  



Board 10
East Deals
Both Vul

♠ 7 2
♥ A 4
♦ A Q 8 6
♣ K Q J 8 3

♠ J 5
♥ K Q J 9 8 7 6
♦ 10
♣ 9 4 2

♠ A 8 3
♥ 5 2
♦ 7 5 4
♣ A 10 7 6 5

♠ K Q 10 9 6 4
♥ 10 3
♦ K J 9 3 2
♣ —

N

W E

S

NS 6♦; NS 5♠; NS 4N; EW 1♥; NS 1♣; Par +1370: NS 6♦=

Saints and Sinners

At one table South opened 2 ♠ (Weak or two suited?), West overcalled 3 ♥ and North Doubled. I 
don't know what agreement N/S have in respect of this Double but I think I would prefer to bid 
on with the North hand. And again, 1 ♠ is the ideal opening bid with the South hand. Against 
3 ♥x North led ♣ K, declarer playing dummy's ♣ A as South ruffed. South continued with ♦ 3, 
North winning with ♦ Q. North continued with a small club and fortunately South had a second 
trump! South continued with ♦ J, declarer ruffing. North won the first round of trumps and 
continued with a trump and declarer duly lost a spade and a club for two down and +500 to N/S.

At another table South opened 1 ♠, West overcalled 3 ♥ (WJO) and North Doubled. Not sure 
what agreement N/S have re this Double. If it's a Negative Double then South has a clear bid of 
4 ♦. Against 3 ♥x North led ♣ K, declarer playing ♣ A from dummy as South ruffed. South 
continued with a diamond to North's ♦ Q. North cashed ♣ Q and then switched to a spade 
(important to remove ♠ A as a potential entry for a club winner), declare rising with ♠ A. 
Declarer continued with a trump, North winning the first round and playing a spade to South's 
♠ Q. Declarer ruffed the spade continuation and then played all her remaining trumps. At trick 
twelve North had to discard ♦ A or ♣ J and North discarded ♣ J and retained the useless ♦ A 
knowing declarer was void in diamonds. Declarer won the last trick with ♣ 9. Sinner Status to 
North.

At another table South Passed, West opened 3 ♥, and this was Passed Out. North is in an 
awkward spot when West opens 3 ♥. If North makes a Takeout Double she knows that South is 
likely to bid spades and that could lead to a problematic contract. On the other hand North knows 
that West has pre-empted and thus is showing less than a one level opening bid.  It could be 
dangerous to Pass with the North hand. North should be comforted by the fact that East Passed as 
dealer surely suggesting that South has some moderate values! Sometimes the bids that players 
DON'T make are revealing (East's initial Pass)! North led ♣ J (?), declarer rising with ♣ A which 
South ruffed with ♥ 10. South continued with a small diamond, North winning with D♦ Q. 
North now erred by cashing C♣ QJ thereby establishing dummy's ♣ 10 as a winner and potential 
discard of a losing spade. North continued with ♦ A, declarer ruffing. Declarer led ♥ K and 
North won with ♥ A. North continued with another diamond declarer ruffing. Declarer drew 
trumps and discarded her losing spade on dummy's ♣ 10. Sinner status to North



Board 11
South Deals
None Vul

♠ 10 9 5
♥ J 10 6
♦ K Q 8 2
♣ Q J 8

♠ 3
♥ A 9 8 5 3
♦ 10 9
♣ K 9 6 5 2

♠ A K Q 8 6 2
♥ K
♦ A 6 3
♣ 10 7 4

♠ J 7 4
♥ Q 7 4 2
♦ J 7 5 4
♣ A 3

N

W E

S

EW 4♠; EW 3N; EW 5♣; EW 3♥; EW 2♦; Par −420: EW 4♠=



Board 12
West Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A J 10 9 8
♥ 5
♦ K Q 10 2
♣ A 6 3

♠ K Q 7 4
♥ A Q J 7 3
♦ 8 6 3
♣ K

♠ 5 3 2
♥ K 10 9 2
♦ A 9 4
♣ Q 9 4

♠ 6
♥ 8 6 4
♦ J 7 5
♣ J 10 8 7 5 2

N

W E

S

EW 2♥; NS 3♣; EW 1N; NS 1♦; Par +100: EW 3♥×−1



Board 13
North Deals
Both Vul

♠ Q 9 8 6
♥ Q 9 2
♦ 8 5 4 2
♣ A Q

♠ J 10 5 3 2
♥ A 10 5 4 3
♦ Q 3
♣ J

♠ A 4
♥ J 8 6
♦ K 10 9 7
♣ 9 7 6 5

♠ K 7
♥ K 7
♦ A J 6
♣ K 10 8 4 3 2

N

W E

S

S 4N; N 3N; NS 3♣; NS 2♦; EW 1♥; Par +630: S 3N+1



Board 14
East Deals
None Vul

♠ Q 10 9
♥ 10 4 2
♦ J 8 6 3 2
♣ 9 2

♠ A J 8
♥ J 7 6
♦ 4
♣ A J 10 8 7 4

♠ K 7 6 2
♥ A K 3
♦ A Q 10 9 5
♣ 6

♠ 5 4 3
♥ Q 9 8 5
♦ K 7
♣ K Q 5 3

N

W E

S

EW 5♠; EW 4N; EW 5♣; EW 3♥; EW 3♦; Par −450: EW 4♠+1

A number of makeable game contracts including 5 ♠, 5 ♣, 4 NT. But not all are easy to bid or to 
make! And a lot depends on the opening lead. A heart led from South will cost the defense a trick 
whereas an opening spade lead from the North hand also costs a trick. And note the tricky 
distribution of the two minor suits...

Saints & Sinners

One E/W pair reached 6 ♣ played by East...YES! Playing a Strong Club system this can happen. 
Not a success as declarer finished two down. Give East a second club and, South one less, and 
the contract has a chance. 

At another table East opened 1 ♦, South bid 1 NT (RUNT...Really Unusual NoTrump) which is 
like a light Takeout Double, i.e. 6-9/10 hcp and shortage in opener's suit. It helps to have a 
system to deal with this convention. At the table West bid 2 ♣, North passed and East bid 2 ♠ (a 
Reverse Bid). West simply bid 3 ♣, when 3 ♥ (4SF) would have been better over which East 
could bid 3 NT. Declarer made ten tricks. 

At another table East opened 1 ♦, West bid 2 ♣ and East re-bid 3 ♠ (most experienced 
partnerships play this as a 'Splinter' showing club support and a singleton or void in spades and 
game going values. Remember that 2 ♠ is a Reverse Bid showing 5+ clubs, 4 spades, and 
16+hcp, ideal on this hand). West raised to 4 ♠. South led ♥ 5 and declarer should have played 
♥ J from dummy but played low, winning with ♥ K in hand. Declarer finessed ♠ J at trick two, 
losing to North's ♠ Q. North continued with a heart, declarer winning in hand with ♥ A. Declarer 
continued with a trump to dummy's ♠ A and then cashed ♣ A and ruffed a club with ♠ 7. 
Declarer continued with D♦ A and ruffed a diamond in dummy with ♠ 8. Declarer next led ♣ 10, 
North and declarer discarding hearts. South won with ♣ Q and then played ♣ K as North and 
declarer discarded diamonds. South next played ♥ Q, North discarding a diamond as declarer 
ruffed with ♠ K. Declarer next played ♦ Q, South ruffing with ♠ 5 and North taking the last trick 
with ♠ 9. Looks like a hand played without a plan! Declarer made no attempt to establish side 
suit winners and spurned finesse options in both minor suits. Drawing trumps without 
establishing side suit winners is not usually a good idea. Sinner status to declarer. How does 
4 ♠ make? See next page. 
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Saints & Sinners

How to make 4S by East on a heart lead? Rise with dummy's ♥ J. Cash ♦ A and ruff a 
diamond with ♠ 8. Play a heart to ♥ K and ruff another diamond with ♠ J, Cash ♣ A and ruff a 
club in hand with ♠ 2. Cash H♥ A and ruff another diamond in dummy with ♠ A. Declarer has 
now amassed 3 hearts, ♦ A and 3 diamond ruffs, ♣ A and a club ruff...and still has ♠ K76 in 
hand for a tenth trick. Note that declarer scores at least five trump tricks. Playing on spades 
declarer will score a mere three trump tricks...Yes, the favourable lie of the spade suit enables 
declarer to score all three of dummy's trumps via ruffs!

3 NT was reached at twenty tables with declarers emerging with 7, 8, 9, 10 or 11 tricks...quite a 
range of results! At one table East opened 1 ♦, West bid 1 NT and East raised to 3 NT. North led 
♦ 3 and declarer played ♦ 9 from dummy, drawing ♦ K from South. South, who should have 
known that declarer had a club suit (West didn't respond 1 ♥ or 1 ♠!) switched to ♣ 3, declarer 
playing ♣ J. Declarer continued with ♣ 10 from hand, North's ♣ 9 falling as South won with 
♣ Q.  South switched to ♥ 5, declarer opting to play low from hand, winning with dummy's ♥ K. 
Declarer next cashed ♦ AQ discarding a heart and a club from hand as South discarded a spade 
on ♦ Q. This was the position with declarer having won 4 tricks and N/S having scored 2 tricks. 
Declarer holds ♠ AJ8, ♥ J, ♣ A87 while dummy has ♠ K762, ♥ A, ♦ 95. South holds ♠ 54, 
♥ Q98, ♣ K5. And North has ♠ Q109, ♥ 104, ♦ J8. Declarer knows that North holds ♦ 95 but is 
unsure of the layout of the other suits although it looks like South has ♣ K5. Declarer can simply 
finesse SJ, North winning with ♠ Q but unable to do anything other than cash ♦ 9. Declarer can 
win any return and cash ♣ A, ♥ A and three spades for nine tricks. BUT, declarer finessed ♠ J, 
losing to North's ♠ Q and North returned a heart to dummy's ♥ A. Declarer played a spade to his 
♠ K, cashed ♣ A as North discarded ♥ 10 and South followed with ♣ 5, confirming declarer's 
suspicions re the layout of the club suit. Declarer now became convinced that South had started 
with 4 spades as well as four clubs and upon winning with ♣ K would have to lead into dummy's 
♠ K8. So declarer played a club, South winning with ♣ K and then cashing ♥ Q8 for two down. 
One flaw with declarer's reasoning... South had discarded ♠ 3 on ♦ Q and as both opponents had 
subsequently followed to two rounds of spades there was only ONE outstanding spade and so 
declarer could play ♠ 8 to dummy's ♠ K7 and cash two tricks! Sinner status to declarer.
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Saints & Sinners

At another table East opened 1 ♦, West bid 2 ♣, East rebid 2 ♠ (a Reverse Bid), West bid 2 NT 
and East raised to 3 NT. Perhaps West should have bid 3 ♥ over 2 ♠ (4SF). It's really a guess as 
to how to right side the contract against a heart lead. As it turns out South holds ♥ Qxxx and 
hence the heart lead from North was piercing for the defense. Declarer ducked in dummy and 
South won with H♥ Q and continued with another heart. Declarer led a club and finessed ♣ J 
when South played low. Declarer then cashed ♣ A, discarding ♦ 5 and when North followed 
with ♣ 9 and South played ♣ 5 declarer should have realised that South now had ♣ KQ. Declarer 
duly continued with ♣ J, North discarding ♦ 2 as declarer discarded ♠ 2 from dummy, South 
perhaps confusing partner as to the location of ♣ Q when she won with ♣ K. South continued 
with a heart to dummy's ♥ A whilst still retaining ♣ K so that declarer could not cash club 
winners before South would first cash another heart winner! Declarer continued with a spade to 
her ♠ A and played another club even though she no longer had an entry to cash the resultant two 
club winners in her hand! South cashed her heart winner and then exited on a spade, dummy's 
♠ J losing to North's ♠ Q and dummy's ♠ K. Declarer exited on the spade, North winning with 
♠ 10. North now lead a diamond through dummy's ♦ AQ, South winning with ♦ K and declarer's 
♦ A taking the last trick. Two down. Well defended by N/S and Saintly status to Clodagh and 
Louise. And yet the contract can be made, even with the heart lead from the wrong side. Declarer 
wins the second heart, finesses ♣ J, cashes ♣ A and then continues with a diamond to dummy's 
♦ 9 and South's ♦ K. If South cashes ♣ KQ then declarer will score two long clubs in hand 
giving declarer 2 spades, 2 hearts, 2 diamonds, 4 clubs whereas the defense can only cash 1 heart, 
1 diamond, 2 clubs. If South continues with a third heart after winning ♦ K then declarer can win 
in dummy and finesse ♠ J into North who cannot put South on lead to cash a long heart and two 
top clubs. Declarer can duly score 3 spades, 2 hearts, 2 diamond and 2 clubs. Certainly playing 
the hand from the right side and scoring ♥ J will help declarer but despite that 3 NT can still 
make. Needs good 'card-reading' by declarer and a bit of luck!
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Saints & Sinners

At another table East opened 1 ♦, West responded 2 ♣ and East re-bid 3 NT. South led ♣ 5 and 
declarer ended any chance of making nine tricks by rising with ♣ A. Declarer finessed ♦ Q, 
losing to South's ♦ K. South cashed ♣ K and then switched ♠ 3, dummy's ♠ J, North's ♠ Q and 
declarer's ♠ K. Declarer then cashed ♦ A, discarding ♣ 7 from dummy and continued with ♦ 10, 
South discarding ♠ 4 as declarer discarded ♥ 6 from dummy, North winning with ♦ J. North 
continued with ♠ 9, declarer winning with dummy's ♠ A. South continued with a 'Chinese 
Finesse', leading ♥ J without ♥ 10 in dummy or in hand! South won with ♥ Q and cashed ♣ Q, 
North erring by discarding ♦ 6 thus establishing declarer's ♦ 95 as two winners! BUT, declarer 
didn't spot this and discarded ♦ 5 whilst retaining the useless ♠ 7. South exited on a heart and 
declarer cashed ♥ AK, ♦ 9 and then conceded ♠ 7 to North's ♠ 10. Two down where declarer 
could have saved a trick towards the end. Sinner status to declarer.

At another table East opened 1 ♦, West responded 2 ♣ and East rebid 3 NT. At this table South 
led H♥ 5 and declarer failed to rise with dummy's ♥ J. North played H♥ 10 and declarer won the 
trick with ♥ K. Declarer led her singleton club and finessed ♣ J when South played low. Declarer 
cashed ♣ A, discarding ♠ 2 from hand and continued with ♣ 10, North discarding ♦ 2 as declarer 
discarded ♦ 5, South winning with ♣ Q. South continued with ♥ 8 and declarer again spurned 
the winning option of rising with dummy's ♥ J, declarer ducking. South continued with ♥ Q 
(declarer wincing I suspect!) as declarer won, perforce, with ♥ A. Declarer played a spade to 
dummy's ♠ J losing to North's ♠ Q. North switched to a diamond, declarer finessing ♦ Q which 
lost to South's ♦ K. South now cashed a winning heart and ♣ K for a two trick defeat. Well 
defended by N/S, although perhaps south should not have continued with a second heart. Saintly 
status to Nancy & Margaret.

At five other tables East declared 3 NT and received the lead of a small heart. FOUR declarers 
won the lead with dummy's ♥ J. The subsequent play and defense at each of these tables is 
outlined in the following pages.
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Saints & Sinners

At one table declarer finessed ♦ Q losing to South's ♦ K. South continued with ♠ 3 to dummy's 
♠ J and North's ♠ Q which declarer ducked. North continued with ♠ 10, declarer winning in 
hand with ♠ K. Declarer cashed ♦ A, discarding ♥ 6 from dummy and continued with ♦ 10, 
South discarding ♠ 5 as declarer discarded ♣ 4 from dummy. The ♠ 5 discard by South carried 
crucial information for declarer...but declarer's discard of dummy's ♥ 6 would come back to 
haunt declarer!!! North won the diamond continuation with ♦ J and switched to ♥ 10, declarer 
winning with ♥ K as South followed with ♥ 8. Declarer now has nine tricks but unfortunately 
cannot untangle them. Declarer holds ♠ 76, ♥ A, ♦ 95, ♣ 6 while dummy holds ♠ A, ♣ AJ1087. 
South holds ♥ Q9, ♣ KQ53 while North holds ♠ 9, ♥ 4, ♦ 86, ♣ 92.  Declarer has already scored 
4 tricks and can score 2 more spades, 1 heart, 1 diamond and ♣ A. The only problem is that if 
declarer plays a spade to dummy's ♠ A, establishing ♠ 7 as a winner, declarer has no way back to 
his hand to score ♠ 7, ♥ A, ♦ 9... the earlier discard of dummy's ♥ 6 now coming back to haunt 
declarer! And if declarer cashes ♦ 9, ♥ A and then plays on clubs South will win the second 
round and cash ♥ Q which gives the defense two tricks to add to the three they have already 
scored! Declarer cashed ♦ 9, ♥ A and then continued with a diamond to North's ♦ 8. North 
returned a spade and dummy could win the two black aces but declarer then had to concede a 
trick to South's ♣ K. One down. If declarer had discarded two clubs on the ♦ AQ and retained 
♥ 76 then declarer would have made the contract. Declarer could also have got home by winning 
the second spade with dummy's ♠ A, thus keeping the suit unblocked.

At another table declarer also finessed ♦ Q at trick two, South winning with ♦ K and switching 
to ♠ 3, declarer playing low from dummy and winning with ♠ K in hand. Declarer next played a 
club, finessing dummy's ♣ J when South correctly played low. STOP: At this point declarer has 
scored 1 spade, 1 heart, 1 club, to which declarer can add 1 spade (♠ A), 2 hearts (♥ AK), 2 
diamonds from (♦ A109), 1 club (♣ A). That's nine tricks. The only thing is to unravel them in 
the right sequence. Declarer can simply play a heart to hand, cash ♦ A and continue with ♦ 10 
(establishing ♦ 9). North can win with ♦ J and do absolutely nothing to trouble declarer... A 
spade return is won in dummy, ♣ A cashed and then a heart played to hand and ♦ 9 cashed. 
BUT, declarer played a heart to hand and then finessed ♠ J losing to North's ♠ Q. North returned 
a heart and suddenly declarer's second diamond was no longer accessible. Sinner status to 
declarer. The spade finesse was dangerous and totally unnecessary. The alternative line 
guaranteed nine tricks! 
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Saints & Sinners

At another table declarer played a spade to ♠ K in hand and then finessed ♣ 10. Declarer next 
cashed dummy's ♣ A discarding ♦ 5 from hand and continued with ♣ J, North discarding a 
diamond and declarer discarding ♠ 2 as South won with ♣ Q. South continued with a spade, 
dummy's ♠ J losing to North's ♠ Q. North continued with a third spade declarer winning with 
dummy's ♠ A and declarer now regretting having discarded ♠ 2 which would be a winner at this 
stage!!! Declarer finessed ♦ Q, losing to South's ♦ K. South cashed ♣ K and exited on a heart 
leaving declarer to cash two top hearts as well as ♦ A and then concede a diamond to North's 
♦ J, the setting trick. Declarer should have finessed ♦ Q at trick and not  started to play on 
spades which gave the defense a tempo! Note: if diamonds break 4-3 then declarer can create at 
least three tricks in the suit. 

At another tables declarer finessed ♦ Q at trick two, South winning with ♦ K and switching to a 
spade, dummy's ♠ J being covered by North's ♠ Q, declarer winning with ♠ K. Declarer now 
cashed ♦ A, discarding ♣ 4 from dummy, and continued with ♦ 10, South discarding ♠ 4 and 
declarer discarding another club from dummy as North won with ♦ J. North continued with ♠ 9, 
declarer ducking as South followed with ♠ 5. North now switched to ♥ 4, declarer winning with 
♥ A.  STOP... at this point declarer has won 4 tricks...♠ K, ♥ AJ, ♦ A...and only needs five more 
for her contract. Declarer now holds ♠ 76, ♥ K, ♦ 95, ♣ 6 while dummy holds ♠ A, ♥ 7, 
♦ AJ108. Two rounds of spades have been played, both defenders following suit AND South 
discarded a spade on ♦ 10. Hence ♠ A and declarer's fourth spade are winners. ♥ K, ♦ 9, ♣ A 
are also winners giving five extra tricks to the four already won. Declarer simply needs to play 
the cards in the right sequence....spade to dummy's ♠ A, heart to ♥ K in hand, cash ♠ 7, cash ♦ 9 
and play a club to dummy's ♣ A. Nine tricks...BUT, declarer cashed ♦ 9, and continued with ♦ 5 
to North's ♦ 8. North continued with a heart thereby removing declarer's entry for his fourth 
spade!!!  Declarer cashed ♠ A, ♣ A and conceded a club to South. One down. Sinner status to 
declarer.
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Saints & Sinners

At the fifth table declarer failed to rise with ♥ J from dummy and won the trick in hand with 
♥ A. Declarer finessed ♣ J when South played low. Declarer now finessed ♦ Q, losing to South's 
♦ K. South wisely refrained from playing a second heart and instead switched to a spade North 
covering dummy's ♠ J with ♠ Q as declarer won with S♠ K. Declarer cashed ♦ A and continued 
with ♦ 10, discarding two clubs from dummy, South discarding ♠ 4 on ♦ 10, North winning 
with ♦ J. North continued with ♥ 4, declarer ducking while hoping that North held ♥ Q...but 
South won with ♥ Q and continued with another heart, declarer winning perforce with ♥ K. It 
now looks like declarer's goose is cooked but not so! The position at this stage is...Declarer holds 
♠ 762, ♦ 95 while dummy holds ♠ A8, ♣ A108. North holds ♠ 109, ♦ 86, ♣ 9. South's hand is 
immaterial. Declarer has won 5 tricks, the defenders have won 3. Declarer now plays a spade to 
dummy's ♠ A, cashes ♣ A, discarding ♦ 5, and then continues with a spade, North winning 
perforce with ♠ 10 but must then play a diamond, declarer winning with ♦ 9 and cashing ♠ 7 as 
her ninth trick! That would have earned declarer Super Saintly status.  

At another table East opened 1 ♦, West bid 2 ♣, East re-bid 2 ♠ and West jumped to 3 NT 
despite holding only ♥ Jxx in the fourth suit! North made the good lead of H2, Saintly status to 
Ann Roche. Declarer played low and South won with ♥ Q and continued with a heart to 
dummy's ♥ K. Declarer finessed ♠ J, losing to North's ♠ Q. North played a third heart, declarer 
winning with ♥ A. Declarer next played a club and finessed ♣ J when South followed low. 
Declarer cashed ♣ A and continued with ♣ 10 to South's ♣ Q. South cashed ♥ 9 and continued 
with ♣ K to inflict a one trick defeat on declarer. Saintly status to defenders Ann Roche & May 
O'Sullivan.    

Three declarers who contracted 3 NT emerged with eleven tricks. At one table East opened 1♦ 
and West responded 2 ♣. West mis-represented her hand by re-bidding 3 ♦ which shows a SIX 
card suit. East should have re-bid 2 ♠ which effectively describes her distribution and strength. 
West bid 3 NT. North, who should have led a heart, actually led ♦ 3!!! South beat dummy's ♦ 10 
with ♦ K and then switched to...♣ K!!! Declarer won with ♣ A and continued with ♣ J and was 
delighted to see North follow with ♣ 9. Eleven tricks to declarer and Sinner status to North and 
South neither of whom seemed to pay any attention to the opponents bidding!
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Saints & Sinners

At another table East opened 1 ♦ and rebid 3 NT over West 2 ♣ response. South led ♥ 5, 
dummy's ♥ J winning. Declarer next played a diamond to ♦ 9, South winning with ♦ K. South 
continued with ♠ 5 to dummy's ♠ 8 and North's ♠ 9, declarer winning with ♠ K. Declarer cashed 
♦ AQ, discarding 2 clubs from dummy as South discarded ♣ 3 on the ♦ Q. Declarer next led his 
singleton club and South rose with ♣ K, declarer winning with ♣ A and then continuing with 
♣ J,  South winning with ♣ Q as declarer discarded ♠ 2. South switched to ♠ 4, declarer rising 
with dummy's ♠ A. Declarer now cashed ♣ 108 discarding two diamonds from hand as North 
discarded ♦ 8, ♥ 2. Declarer continued with a heart to ♥ K in hand and then cashed ♥ A at trick 
twelve. North, holding ♠ Q, ♦ J, had to make a discard and threw the ♠ Q, declarer winning the 
last trick with dummy's ♠ J. Eleven tricks to declarer and Sinner status to North.

At another table East opened 1 ♦ and rebid 2 ♥ (Yes, TWO HEARTS!!!). West bid 2 NT and 
East raised to 3 NT. North led ♦ 3 and declarer rose with dummy's ♦ A and then led dummy's 
singleton club. South erred by contributing ♣ Q, declarer winning with ♣ A and continuing with 
clubs until South won the fourth round with ♣ K. South switched to a heart declarer winning 
with ♥ K. Declarer continued with a spade to his ♠ A and cashed two winning clubs and then 
played a heart to dummy's ♥ A and cashed ♠ K and ♦ Q, conceding a spade to North at trick 
thirteen! Eleven tricks to declarer. If South plays low on the first club he will subsequently score 
two club tricks AND declarer will only score two clubs because of lack of entries to establish his 
clubs and then access them! Sinner status to South.

At another table West responded 2 NT to East's opening 1 ♦. East raised to 3 NT. North found 
the imaginative and unorthodox lead of ♠ Q... (the 10 is the standard lead from this interior 
sequence). Declarer won with dummy's ♠ K and then led dummy's singleton club, South 
correctly following low. Declarer's ♣ J won the trick and declarer continued with a finesse of 
dummy's ♦ Q, South winning with ♦ K. South continued with another spade, declarer winning 
with ♠ J. Declarer played a heart to dummy's ♥ A and then cashed ♦ A and continued with ♦ 10, 
North winning with ♦ J. North pointlessly continued with a third spade, declarer winning in hand 
with ♠ A. Declarer cashed ♣ A and then played a heart to dummy's ♥ K and cashed ♦ 9 and ♠ 7. 
Ten tricks to declarer.
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Saints & Sinners

At six other tables where E/W contracted 3 NT, all declarers emerged with nine tricks...but that's 
where the similarity ends! At one table East re-bid 3 NT over West's 2 ♣ response. South led ♥ 5 
and declarer neglected to rise with dummy's ♥ J, declarer winning with ♥ K and then playing a 
club to dummy's ♣ 10. Declarer continued with ♣ J, South winning with ♣ Q as declarer 
discarded ♠ 2. South continued with ♠ 3 to dummy's ♠ 8 and North's ♠ Q (Sinner status to a 
sleepy North who should have played ♠ 9). Declarer played a spade to dummy's ♠ J and then 
cashed ♣ A, discarding ♦ 5 from hand and continued with ♣ 8, discarding ♦ 9 from hand as 
South won with ♣ K. South now found the only continuation to give declarer eleven tricks...a 
diamond! South continued with ♦ K, declarer winning with ♦ A. Declarer next played a spade to 
dummy's ♠ A, presumably to cash the two club winners in dummy (♣ 74) and then return to hand 
via H♥ A and cash ♦ Q for her eleventh trick. BUT, after winning with dummy's ♠ A, declarer 
failed to cash either of the two club winners and simply returned to hand via ♥ A and cashed ♦ Q 
for nine tricks. Sinner status to declarer. And Sinner status also to South for switching to ♦ K 
after winning ♣ K. South should have stopped to think after winning ♣ K. Declarer has already 
shown ♠ K and ♥ K and does not have ♠ AJ (they're in dummy!). Who has HA? Declarer has 
it...Why? Because if North had it she would have played it at trick one and returned a heart. So, 
now we can place declare with ♠ K, ♥ AK. We also know that declarer has no club honours and 
therefore MUST have ♦ AQ for her rebid of 3 NT. South should have exited on a spade and, 
given that declarer did not realise that dummy's C74 were winners, anything might have 
happened in the end game. 

At another table East re-bid 2 NT over West's 2 ♣. West raised to 3 NT. South led ♥ 5, declarer 
rising with dummy's ♥ J. Declarer continued with a diamond to her ♦ Q and South's ♦ K. South 
switched to ♠ 5, declarer playing dummy's ♠ J, North covering with ♠ Q and declarer winning 
with ♠ K. Declarer continued with ♦ 9 from hand as North won with ♦ J, declarer discarding 
♣ 4 from dummy. North continued with S♠ 9, declarer winning with dummy's ♠ A. Declarer 
played a heart to ♥ K and then continued with ♦ A and ♦ 10, discarding two clubs from dummy 
and establishing North's ♦ 8 as a winner. Declarer continued with a spade to dummy's ♠ 8 and 
North's ♠ 10, establishing ♠ 7 as a winner in hand. North cashed ♦ 8 and continued with a heart, 
declarer winning with H♥ K and then cashing ♠ 7. Saintly status to declarer, Fiona Place.
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♣ Q 10 9 7 6

♠ K 10 8
♥ Q J 5 4 3 2
♦ J 10
♣ A 4

♠ A Q 9 6 4 3
♥ A 10 8 7
♦ Q 3
♣ J

N

W E

S

NS 2N; N 3♦; S 2♦; NS 1♠; NS 1♥; NS 1♣; Par +120: NS 1N+1



Board 16
West Deals
E-W Vul

♠ A 8 6 3 2
♥ A Q 10 7
♦ K 3 2
♣ 2

♠ 10 4
♥ 6 2
♦ A Q 10 9 4
♣ 10 8 7 5

♠ 9 7 5
♥ K 9 4
♦ J 5
♣ K Q 6 4 3

♠ K Q J
♥ J 8 5 3
♦ 8 7 6
♣ A J 9

N

W E

S

NS 4♠; NS 4♥; NS 3N; EW 1♣; Par +420: NS 4♥=; NS 4♠=



Board 17
North Deals
None Vul

♠ J 9 7
♥ A Q J 9 6
♦ 7
♣ A 8 4 3

♠ Q 8 2
♥ K 8 5 3
♦ 10 8 2
♣ 6 5 2

♠ A 10 4 3
♥ 4
♦ A K Q J 4 3
♣ Q 7

♠ K 6 5
♥ 10 7 2
♦ 9 6 5
♣ K J 10 9

N

W E

S

NS 4♥; NS 5♣; EW 3♦; EW 1♠; Par +300: EW 5♦×−2



Board 18
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 6 2
♥ A J 9 3
♦ 7 3
♣ K 7 5 4

♠ K Q 10 9 5 4
♥ K 4
♦ J 9 6
♣ Q 2

♠ J
♥ Q 8 6
♦ Q 8 4 2
♣ A J 10 9 8

♠ 8 7 3
♥ 10 7 5 2
♦ A K 10 5
♣ 6 3

N

W E

S

EW 2♠; NS 2♥; EW 1♦; EW 1♣; Par −110: EW 2♠=



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ A 7 4
♥ A 8
♦ A 6 4
♣ Q 8 6 4 3

♠ Q 9
♥ K Q J 10 6 2
♦ 2
♣ J 10 9 5

♠ J 5 3 2
♥ 9 7 3
♦ J 10 7 3
♣ 7 2

♠ K 10 8 6
♥ 5 4
♦ K Q 9 8 5
♣ A K

N

W E

S

NS 6♠; NS 6♦; NS 5N; NS 5♣; Par +980: NS 6♠=

3 NT, 4 ♠, 5 ♦ are the likely contracts and the latter two will require special care to succeed. The 
spade suit requires particular attention in order to guard against suit breaking 4-2 with the two  
missing honours split! A safety play can solve this problematic layout...cash ♠ K, then play a 
spade to ♠ A and play a spade towards S♠ 10. Note this caters also where spades break 3-3. If a 
slam is bid it will probably fail. To make 6 ♦ or 6 ♠ declarer will probably need to finesse 
against East's diamond holding...unlikely to happen! 

Saints & Sinners

4 ♠ was reached at four tables after West overcalled in hearts. At one table West led ♥ K, 
declarer winning with dummy's ♥ A. At trick two declarer led ♠ 4 and when East followed with 
♠ 2 declarer played ♠ 10 from hand, losing to West's ♠ Q. West continued with ♥ Q and then 
switched to ♣ J, declarer winning in hand with ♣ A. Declarer now played a spade to dummy's 
♠ A and returned a spade to her ♠ K, getting the bad news when West discarded ♥ 2. Declarer 
next played ♣ K and then played a diamond to dummy's ♦ A. Declarer tried to cash ♣ Q but East 
ruffed with ♠ J and continued with a heart, declarer ruffing with ♠ 8.  Declarer, with ♦ KQ9 in 
hand had to lose a diamond to East's ♦ J. One down. Yes, bad breaks in three suits...spades, 
diamonds and clubs...but in the case of the two black suits they should have been expected. I 
have regularly commented on the likely division of outstanding cards and specifically noted that 
an even number of cards will more likely break unevenly....spades and clubs in this instance.  As 
the list of makeable contracts shows...TWELVE tricks can be made in spades! But let's settle for 
eleven! Declarer wins ♥ A, cashes ♣ AK and then cashes ♠ K and ♠ A in that order. Declarer 
next leads ♣ Q and if East ruffs with ♠ 5 then declarer overruffs with ♠ 6...[if East ruffs with 
S♠ J then declarer discards ♥ 5] Declarer next cashes three top diamonds and ruffs the fourth 
diamond with dummy's ♠ 7 (unless East returned a spade after ruffing ♣ Q with ♠ J in which 
case declarer may also lose a diamond), East following suit, Declarer now leads ♣ 6 and East can 
choose whether to ruff with ♠ J or discard, in which case declarer ruffs with his last trump and 
concedes the last two tricks to the defense.



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ A 7 4
♥ A 8
♦ A 6 4
♣ Q 8 6 4 3

♠ Q 9
♥ K Q J 10 6 2
♦ 2
♣ J 10 9 5

♠ J 5 3 2
♥ 9 7 3
♦ J 10 7 3
♣ 7 2

♠ K 10 8 6
♥ 5 4
♦ K Q 9 8 5
♣ A K

N

W E

S

NS 6♠; NS 6♦; NS 5N; NS 5♣; Par +980: NS 6♠=

Saints & Sinners

At another table West led ♦ 2, East playing ♦ J (should play ♦ 10) declarer winning in hand with 
♦ Q. Declarer then played a spade to dummy's ♠ A and returned a spade to her ♠ K, West's S♠ Q 
falling. Declarer next cashed ♣ AK and then played a heart to dummy's ♥ A and then led ♣ Q, 
East making the mistake of discarding a diamond despite South's opening bid, as declarer 
discarded her losing heart. Declarer could now have made eleven tricks by simply playing on 
diamonds, conceding two trumps to East. BUT, declarer now led ♥ 8 from dummy, ruffing in 
hand and leaving herself with a singleton ♠ 10 while East held ♠ J5. Declarer continued with 
♦ K, East's ♦ 10 falling. Declarer has now amassed ten tricks and has another opportunity to 
score eleven...Declare next led ♦ 9, now a master diamond, and simply needed to ruff with 
dummy's ♠ 7 to promote the S♠ 10 in her hand...BUT, declarer discarded a club and East ruffed 
with ♠ 5, cashed ♠ J, drawing declarer's S♠ 10 and dummy's ♠ 7, and then cashed ♥ 7 thus 
holding declarer to ten tricks. Note that even if East ruffed ♣ Q with ♠ 5, declarer could overruff 
with ♠ 8, cash ♦ AK and ruff a diamond with dummy's ♠ 7, East following suit. Declarer can 
then lead a club and score her now singleton ♠ 10 'en passant', i.e. if East discards a heart then 
declarer can ruff with ♠ 10 OR if East ruffs with ♠ J then declarer discards her losing heart and 
subsequently scores ♠ 10 and her fifth diamond which would give declarer eleven tricks! And 
that would have earned declarer Saintly status!

At another table where South declared 4 ♠ after West overcalled in hearts, West led ♥ K, 
declarer winning with dummy's ♥ A. Declarer cashed ♠ A and played a spade to her ♠ K, West's 
♠ Q falling. Declarer then made the unusual play of continuing with a heart, West winning with 
♥ 10 and continuing with ♥ Q, declarer ruffing with dummy's ♠ 7 as declarer discarded ♦ 5 from 
hand. Declarer continued  with a club, cashing ♣ AK in hand and then led ♠ 8 to East's ♠ J. East 
next led a diamond, declarer rising with ♦ K and then cashing ♠ 10, drawing East's ♠ 5. Declarer 
then played a diamond to dummy's ♦ A, cashed ♣ Q and then conceded a club to West's ♣ J. Ten 
tricks made...just about! NOTE: Declarer made a very dangerous play when she played a second 
heart after cashing ♠ AK. East could have won the second heart, cashed ♠ J and then played a 
third heart, promoting East's ♠ 5 when declarer ruffed with ♠ 10, her last trump! Declarer might  
have lost a diamond in the end game and ended up with nine tricks. Sinner status to declarer.   



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ A 7 4
♥ A 8
♦ A 6 4
♣ Q 8 6 4 3

♠ Q 9
♥ K Q J 10 6 2
♦ 2
♣ J 10 9 5

♠ J 5 3 2
♥ 9 7 3
♦ J 10 7 3
♣ 7 2

♠ K 10 8 6
♥ 5 4
♦ K Q 9 8 5
♣ A K

N

W E

S

NS 6♠; NS 6♦; NS 5N; NS 5♣; Par +980: NS 6♠=

Saints & Sinners

At a fourth table where 4 ♠ was contracted, West also led ♥ K, declarer winning with dummy's 
♥ A,. Declarer then cashed ♣ AK and continued with a diamond to dummy's ♦ A. Declarer then 
played C♣ Q, East ruffing with ♠ 2 as declarer discarded her losing heart. East continued with a 
heart, declarer ruffing with ♠ 6. Declarer next played ♦ K and may have suffered a minor shock 
when West ruffed with ♠ 9.  West continued with ♣ 10, East discarding ♥ 7 as declarer ruffed 
with ♠ 8. Declarer continued with ♦ Q, West ruffing with ♠ Q. The defense have now 
accumulated three tricks...all ruffs! A fascinating position has now arisen! Dummy (North) holds  
♠ A74, ♣ 8 while declarer holds ♠ K10, ♦ 98. West, on lead, holds ♥ QJ106 and East holds 
S♠ J53, ♦ J. At first glance it would appear that East must score ♠ J for the setting trick. But 
watch what happens when West leads ♥ Q...  declarer ruffed with ♠ 4 and East overruffed with 
♠ 5, declarer ruffing with ♠ 10, Declarer now ruffed a diamond with dummy's ♠ 7 and then 
ruffed ♣ 8 with her ♠ K, East underruffing and also underruffing the last trick when declarer 
ruffed ♦ 8 with dummy's ♠ A. Note that if East discards ♦ J on ♥ Q then declarer can ruff ♣ 8 in 
hand with ♠ 10 and then cash ♠ K while dummy's ♠ A takes the last trick. Well played by 
declarer over the last four tricks. But a few shaky moments in the lead up to the climax. This was 
the only table where the defense scored three trump tricks! 

At two tables N/S contracted 5 ♦, both unsuccessfully! At one table, West, who had made a pre-
emptive 3 ♥ overcall led H♥ K, declarer winning with dummy's H♥ A. Declarer continued by 
cashing ♦ A and then playing a diamond to D♦ Q getting the bad news when West discarded 
♥ 2. Declarer now has a definite diamond loser. Declarer next played a spade to dummy's ♠ A... 
and led a diamond...This is a pointless play and has used up a crucial entry to dummy. A third 
diamond could have been played from hand thus preserving the vital ♠ A in dummy. Declarer 
now has no entry to dummy's C♣ Q, for a discard of the losing heart from hand (East can ruff 
with his trump winner!). Declarer played a fourth diamond, discarding a spade from dummy, as 
East won with ♦ J. East, who should have continued with a heart, actually played a spade, 
declarer playing ♠ 10 from hand, West winning with ♠ Q. West cashed ♥ Q and continued with 
♥ J, declarer ruffing in hand with her last trump. Declarer cashed ♣ AK, S♠ K and conceded a 
trick to East's ♠ J at the end. Sinner status to declarer who finished two down.



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ A 7 4
♥ A 8
♦ A 6 4
♣ Q 8 6 4 3

♠ Q 9
♥ K Q J 10 6 2
♦ 2
♣ J 10 9 5

♠ J 5 3 2
♥ 9 7 3
♦ J 10 7 3
♣ 7 2

♠ K 10 8 6
♥ 5 4
♦ K Q 9 8 5
♣ A K

N

W E

S

NS 6♠; NS 6♦; NS 5N; NS 5♣; Par +980: NS 6♠=

Saints & Sinners

At the second table where South declared 5 ♦, West, who had made a WJO in hearts, led ♥ K, 
declarer winning with dummy's ♥ A. Declarer next cashed three top diamonds, ending in hand. 
Declarer then cashed ♣ AK and then played a spade to dummy's ♠ A, cashed C♣ Q and 
discarded the losing heart when East ruffed with ♦ 10. East continued with a heart, declarer 
ruffing with ♦ 8. This was the position at this point in the play. Dummy holds ♠ 74, ♣ 86 while 
declarer holds ♠ K108, ♦ 9. The only issue is how to play the spade suit. One round of spades 
has already been played, West following with ♠ 9 while East played ♠ 2. There are four spades 
outstanding...and there is no entry to dummy so the suit has to be played from hand. Declarer can 
afford to lose one spade...but not two! If the remaining cards break 2-2 then declarer simply 
cashes ♠ K and continues with ♠ 8 and if both defenders started with 3 spades then the ♠ Q and 
S♠ J will fall.  BUT, if spades were not originally breaking 3-3 then at this point they are 3-and 
the only hope is that the singleton is an honour. Declarer should cash ♠ K, dropping the ♠ Q or 
♠ J and continue with ♠ 10 (or ♠ 8). Indeed declarer is lucky to have ♠ 108 in hand given that 
♠ 9 has already been played. BUT, declarer led ♠ 10 from hand and West scored a trick with 
♠ Q and East could not subsequently be deprived of scoring a trick with S♠ J. One down. Sinner 
status to declarer.

At one table South opened 1 ♦, West overcalled 2 ♥ (Weak Jump Overcall) and North bid 3 ♣ 
which became the final contract when South passed. Tis is wrong. North (who has not previously 
Passed) has bid 3 ♣ which is Forcing. South must bid again. East led ♥ 3, West contributing 
♥ 10 as declarer won with H♥ A. Declarer cashed dummy's ♣ AK and then played a spade to 
her♠ A. Declarer next cashed ♣ Q and continued with a fourth club to West's ♣ J, East 
discarding a heart and crucially and fatally, a diamond, as declarer discarded a heart and a 
diamond from dummy. West cashed ♥ K, declarer and East following suit as declarer discarded 
♠ 8 from dummy. West continued with another heart, declarer ruffing with her last trump as East 
discarded another diamond while declarer discarded S♠ 10 from dummy. Declarer was now able 
to cash four diamonds thanks to East's fatal discards. But in truth, East is actually squeezed 
although I'm not convinced that declarer was aware of East's difficulty with discards! Declarer 
emerged with eleven tricks. Sinner status to South.



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ A 7 4
♥ A 8
♦ A 6 4
♣ Q 8 6 4 3

♠ Q 9
♥ K Q J 10 6 2
♦ 2
♣ J 10 9 5

♠ J 5 3 2
♥ 9 7 3
♦ J 10 7 3
♣ 7 2

♠ K 10 8 6
♥ 5 4
♦ K Q 9 8 5
♣ A K

N

W E

S

NS 6♠; NS 6♦; NS 5N; NS 5♣; Par +980: NS 6♠=

Saints & Sinners

3 NT was bid at 16 of the 23 tables with eleven declarers emerging with exactly the number of 
tricks required. With nine tricks on top via 2 spades, 1 heart, 3 diamonds and 3 clubs. Yes, the 
list of makeable contracts suggest that declarer can score eleven tricks. That's true...if declarer 
finesses against East's ♦ J1073, i.e. cash ♦ A and continue with another diamond and if East 
does not play ♦ J or ♦ 10 then declarer plays ♦ 9. If East does play ♦ J or ♦ 10 on the second 
diamond then declarer covers with ♥ Q, returns to the North hand and leads the third diamond, 
again finessing ♦ 9 if East plays low. Eleven tricks to declarer.  Might that happen...yes, it's 
possible if East leads a diamond, particularly if East leads ♦ J...OR if East plays ♦ J (or ♦ 10) on 
the second round of the suit when declare leads towards ♦ KQ98... 

At one table South opened 1 ♦, West overcalled 2 ♥, North bid 3 ♣, South bid 3 ♠ and North bid 
3 NT. East led ♥ 9 and West played ♥ K, perhaps confusing partner as to the location of ♥ Q 
...West should have played ♥ 10. Declarer won with ♥ A and cashed dummy's ♣ AK and then 
played a diamond to her ♦ A. Declarer continued with a diamond and East made the major 
mistake of contributing ♦ 10, declarer winning with dummy's ♦ K as West discarded ♥ 2. East 
has now committed the bridge equivalent of hari-kiri because declarer can now lead a third 
diamond and finesse against East's ♦ J7. Declarer played a spade to her ♠ A, cashed ♣ Q, 
discarding ♥ 5 from dummy and then led ♦ 4 and covered with ♦ 8 when East followed with 
♦ 7. Declarer then cashed ♦ Q9. Declarer subsequently cashed ♠ K, dropping West's ♠ Q and 
continued with ♠ 10 to East's ♠ J but then East had to return a spade to dummy's ♠ 8. Twelve 
tricks to declarer and Absolute Sinner status to East. Yes, declarer could have finessed ♦ 9 on 
the second round of diamonds but that was an unlikely play given declarer's exposure in hearts. 
East cannot prevent declarer from finessing but should not assist declarer by exposing the layout.  
Also, East could have saved a trick by discarding a spade instead of a heart.

At two other tables, both players in the East seat played ♦ 10 on the second round of diamonds 
thus exposing the layout of the suit and providing declarer with an easy finesse on the third round 
as a consequence of which declarer scored five diamonds trick instead of three. Eleven tricks to 
declarer and Sinner status to both Easts.

 



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ A 7 4
♥ A 8
♦ A 6 4
♣ Q 8 6 4 3

♠ Q 9
♥ K Q J 10 6 2
♦ 2
♣ J 10 9 5

♠ J 5 3 2
♥ 9 7 3
♦ J 10 7 3
♣ 7 2

♠ K 10 8 6
♥ 5 4
♦ K Q 9 8 5
♣ A K

N

W E

S

NS 6♠; NS 6♦; NS 5N; NS 5♣; Par +980: NS 6♠=

Saints & Sinners

At another table declarer scored eleven tricks in 3 NT when West discarded a club on the second 
round of diamonds thus enabling declarer to score 5 club tricks instead of 3, And at this table 
North had bid 3 ♣ over West 2 ♥ overcall. Sinner status to West who could easily have afforded 
a heart discard.

At eleven tables all declarers emerged with nine tricks in 3 NT.  At one table East unwisely 
contributed ♦ J on the second round of the play of the suit BUT declarer failed to recognise that 
she could have returned to her hand via ♠ A and finessed a third diamond against East's ♦ 107. 
Sinner status to North (declarer) and East. Declarer scored a mere nine tricks when eleven were 
there for the taking.

Saintly status to those Easts who played low on the second round of diamonds.... Nancy, 
Teresa, Marlene, Eugene, Francis, Clodagh, Fiona.

At three other tables declarer cashed ♦ K or ♦ Q on the first round and consequently had no 
chance of scoring five diamond tricks.

Note that if the opponents diamonds were divided 5-0 and East held all five then cashing ♦ A 
would enable declarer to score five diamond tricks assuming that declarer has two additional 
entries to the North hand. 



Board 20
West Deals
Both Vul

♠ A 3
♥ Q J 9 8
♦ 8 6 3
♣ 9 8 5 4

♠ K J 9
♥ A 4 3
♦ 10 5 4
♣ A K 7 3

♠ Q 6 4
♥ 7 6 5
♦ A K 9 2
♣ Q 10 6

♠ 10 8 7 5 2
♥ K 10 2
♦ Q J 7
♣ J 2

N

W E

S

EW 3N; EW 3♦; EW 3♣; EW 1♠; EW 1♥; Par −600: EW 3N=

E/W will reach 3 NT, with West the likely declarer. The standard lead from the North hand is 
♥ Q...but some will possibly lead ♥ 8 and if so, will South decode North's holding! With ♠ A a 
certain loser, declarer cannot also afford to lose three hearts in addition to either a club or a 
diamond. Nine tricks can be made via 2 spades, 1 heart, 2 diamonds, 4 clubs. Declarer could 
conceivably make three diamond tricks if North held ♦ QJ(x). Yes, both diamond honours are in 
the one hand but unfortunately it's the wrong hand! Making four clubs tricks will require declarer 
to navigate the suit with care.... it is easy to block the suit which could be fatal if declarer has no 
entry to the West hand! Specifically declarer needs to avoid playing ♣ 10 on the first or second 
round of the suit! Declarer can then cash ♣ 10 but needs to be able to access the West hand to 
cash the remaining club honour.  

Saints & Sinners

This hand was played in 3 NT at all 23 tables with eleven declarers failing to score nine tricks, 
eleven scoring precisely nine tricks and one declarer emerging with ten tricks!

At one table West opened 1C♣, East bid 2 NT and West raised to 3 NT. South led a spade and 
declarer won the second round and played a club to her ♣ Q and returned ♣ 6, South contributing 
C♣ J as declarer won with ♣ A, which established ♣ 10 as a winner. Declarer played a third club 
to her ♣ 10 and then ducked a diamond. Declarer duly emerged with ten tricks via 2 spades, 1 
heart, 3 diamonds, 4 clubs. Saintly status to Miriam Moloney. Note that the spade lead from 
South, and continuation by North, as opposed to a heart lead from North, gives declarer a 
tempo...she can establish a third diamond trick before the opponents can establish heart winners. 
But North can win the first spade and switch to a heart...this will hold declarer to nine tricks. 
Luck of the lead!

At two tables East declared 3 NT on a spade lead and both declarers misplayed the clubs by 
cashing ♣ Q and then leading ♣ 10, covered by South with ♣ J and thus promoting North's 
♣ 9854 into a defensive trick. Fortunately both declarers were able to switch to diamonds to 
create the vital ninth trick. Sinner status to both declarers for misplaying the club suit. 



Board 20
West Deals
Both Vul

♠ A 3
♥ Q J 9 8
♦ 8 6 3
♣ 9 8 5 4

♠ K J 9
♥ A 4 3
♦ 10 5 4
♣ A K 7 3

♠ Q 6 4
♥ 7 6 5
♦ A K 9 2
♣ Q 10 6

♠ 10 8 7 5 2
♥ K 10 2
♦ Q J 7
♣ J 2

N

W E

S

EW 3N; EW 3♦; EW 3♣; EW 1♠; EW 1♥; Par −600: EW 3N=
Saints & Sinners

At eight tables where West declared 3 NT, seven North players led a heart and thus restricted 
declarer to nine tricks when all declarers played the club suit CAREFULLY. Saintly status to the 
following: Michael, Ann Killeen, Marion, Bernie O'Callaghan, Michele, Brendan, Colette.

At the eighth table where West contracted 3 NT, North led ♠ A and continued with ♠ 3...Why? 
Because South overcalled 1 ♠ on ♠ 108752! Declarer at this table should have made ten tricks in   
the absence of a heart lead BUT declarer misplayed the club suit by leading ♣ 10 on the second 
round thus limiting herself to 3 clubs tricks. Fortunately declarer had the tempo afforded by the 
spade lead and was able to establish a third diamond for her ninth trick. Fortunately too for the 
defense that North was holding ♠ A3 rather than ♠ K3 or ♠ Q3 where the lead of the honour card 
from the latter two holdings would have gifted declarer an extra trick. Overcalls should be based 
on a good suit, not just length. Sinner status to South and to declarer. 

At eleven other tables, West contracted 3 NT and all declarers failed to score nine tricks, usually 
through a misplay of the club suit OR playing on spades first and subsequently lacking an entry 
to cash the fourth club in hand. At one table West won the third round of hearts and then played a 
club to dummy's ♣ Q, carefully played ♣ 6 to South's ♣ J and declarer's ♣ K, dummy's C♣ 10 
now established as the crucial ninth trick. Declarer could simply play a club to dummy's ♣ 10 
and then play a spade to hand, eventually gaining entry via her ♠ KJ9 to cash ♣ A. BUT, declarer 
cashed ♣ A on the third round thereby establishing North's ♣ 9 as a winner. Declarer then ducked 
a diamond into South who returned a spade to North's ♠ A who duly cashed a heart and a club to 
defeat the contract by two tricks. Sinner status to declarer.

At one table an experienced player, who has a tendency to play too quickly, won the third heart, 
played on spades, North winning the second round perforce with ♠ A and cashing her fourth 
heart on which declarer negligently discarded dummy's third spade! North continued with a club, 
declarer playing low from dummy as South produced ♣ J. Declarer won with ♣ K and was able 
to cash dummy's ♣ Q10 but suddenly realised that she had no way to return to her hand to cash 
♣ A and ♠ K!!! Declarer was forced to cash diamonds from the top, South winning the third 
round and conceding the last trick to declarer's ♠ K. One down and Sinner status to declarer.



Board 20
West Deals
Both Vul

♠ A 3
♥ Q J 9 8
♦ 8 6 3
♣ 9 8 5 4

♠ K J 9
♥ A 4 3
♦ 10 5 4
♣ A K 7 3

♠ Q 6 4
♥ 7 6 5
♦ A K 9 2
♣ Q 10 6

♠ 10 8 7 5 2
♥ K 10 2
♦ Q J 7
♣ J 2

N

W E

S

EW 3N; EW 3♦; EW 3♣; EW 1♠; EW 1♥; Par −600: EW 3N=

Saints & Sinners

At two tables West received a heart lead, wining the third round with ♥ A and then playing on 
spades, North winning the second round. North cashed the fourth heart...and declarer made the 
mistake of discarding ♣ 6 from dummy, thus ensuring that four clubs could no longer be scored. 
One down. Sinner status to both declarers. 

At two tables North led a heart and declarer won the third round ...and then finessed a diamond 
into South's D♦ J. South returned a spade, North winning with ♠ A and cashing the fourth heart 
for one down. Sinner status to declarer who should have realised that 2 spades, 1 heart, 2 
diamonds and 4 clubs would suffice. 

At another table, declarer won the second round of hearts and then cashed ♣ Q and led ♣ 6 to 
South's ♣ J and declarer's ♣ K, leaving dummy's ♣ 10 as a winner. BUT, declarer next cashed 
♣ A and so wiped away the earlier good work as North's ♣ 9 now became the master club. 
Sinnenr status to declarer.

I have sympathy for the declarer who finessed ♣ 10, losing to South's ♣ J. It was a reasonable 
50% chance that unfortunately didn't work on this occasion. The chance of a 3-3 break, or one 
player holding a singleton ♣ J or doubleton ♣ Jx is approx. 68%. 

At another table declarer played on spades after winning the third heart and unfortunately played 
SKJ from hand thus removing the entry needed to cash the fourth club winner.  Sinner status to 
declarer.

Another declarer also led ♠ K from hand after winning the third heart and then compounded 
matters by discarding dummy's♠ 6 from dummy thus ensuring that there was no way back to 
hand for the fourth club. This declarer also finessed dummy's ♣ 10 when North continued with a 
club after cashing his fourth heart but at that stage, with no spade entry in hand, declarer needed 
the finesse to work or clubs to break 3-3.



Board 20
West Deals
Both Vul

♠ A 3
♥ Q J 9 8
♦ 8 6 3
♣ 9 8 5 4

♠ K J 9
♥ A 4 3
♦ 10 5 4
♣ A K 7 3

♠ Q 6 4
♥ 7 6 5
♦ A K 9 2
♣ Q 10 6

♠ 10 8 7 5 2
♥ K 10 2
♦ Q J 7
♣ J 2

N

W E

S

EW 3N; EW 3♦; EW 3♣; EW 1♠; EW 1♥; Par −600: EW 3N=

Saints & Sinners

At the last table, North led a heart, declarer winning the third round. Declarer then played a club 
to dummy's ♣ Q and continued with a spade to her ♠ J, North winning with ♠ A and cashing the 
fourth heart as declarer discarded a diamond from dummy and her hand. North continued with a 
diamond, dummy's ♦ K winning the trick. Declarer then cashed ♠ Q, and like someone unaware 
that they are standing on thin ice, continued with a spade to her ♠ K, thereby removing the vital 
entry to cash the ♣ A after the clubs were untangled by leading ♣ 6 to South's ♣ J and declarer's 
♣ K. Now declarer can play a club to dummy's ♣ 10 but has no way of returning to hand to cash 
the ♣ A, the crucial ♠ K having been removed several tricks earlier! Sinner status to declarer.

As a matter of interest re the heart lead from North....of the eighteen tables where North made the 
lead, eleven players opted to lead ♥ 8 whereas seven, including several more experienced 
players, led ♥ Q. I think that the H♥ Q is a more informative and descriptive lead.  And it is an 
accepted standard top of a sequence lead, i.e. QJ10 or QJ9. The H♥ 8 could be from ♥ 98x(x). 
But, horses for courses and all that...



Board 21
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A Q 9 8 7 6 2
♥ K 6 5
♦ —
♣ J 10 8

♠ 10 4
♥ A J 10 8 7 2
♦ A 6 3 2
♣ K

♠ K 5 3
♥ 9
♦ K 7
♣ 9 7 6 5 4 3 2

♠ J
♥ Q 4 3
♦ Q J 10 9 8 5 4
♣ A Q

N

W E

S

NS 4♠; NS 3N; NS 2♦; NS 1♥; EW 1♣; Par +620: NS 4♠=



Board 22
East Deals
E-W Vul

♠ J 2
♥ J 6
♦ A K Q J 3
♣ A 10 7 3

♠ K 7 6
♥ K 9 4 2
♦ 8 4
♣ K Q 4 2

♠ A 10 8 5 4
♥ A Q 5
♦ 10 7 6 5
♣ 9

♠ Q 9 3
♥ 10 8 7 3
♦ 9 2
♣ J 8 6 5

N

W E

S

EW 3♠; EW 2♥; EW 1N; NS 1♦; NS 1♣; Par −140: EW 2♠+1



Board 23
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ A 10 9 3
♥ J 10 9 8 4
♦ 10 8 4
♣ 5

♠ K Q 5
♥ 7
♦ A K Q 5 3 2
♣ K Q 6

♠ J 8 7 6
♥ Q 6 5 3
♦ 9
♣ J 4 3 2

♠ 4 2
♥ A K 2
♦ J 7 6
♣ A 10 9 8 7

N

W E

S

EW 2♠; EW 1N; EW 2♦; NS 1♥; EW 1♣; Par −110: EW 1♠+1



Board 24
West Deals
None Vul

♠ A J
♥ 7 4
♦ K 9 6 5
♣ A Q 9 6 3

♠ K 10 7 3
♥ Q 6
♦ 7 4 2
♣ K J 8 5

♠ 9 6 4 2
♥ A J 9 8 5 3
♦ J 10
♣ 4

♠ Q 8 5
♥ K 10 2
♦ A Q 8 3
♣ 10 7 2

N

W E

S

NS 6N; NS 6♦; NS 6♣; NS 1♠; Par +990: NS 6N=


