Greetings!

Herewith find attached the analysis of selected hands played last Thursday, 3rd December 2020,
inthe Tribes Bridge Club BBO IMPs Pairs.

Another interesting set of hands, including a couple of hugely challenging declarer and defensive
hands which most players failed to master.

| analysed the following hands thisweek: Board# 1, 3, 4, 7, 18, 20

Board #1 was what was afairly hopeless NT contract for many declarers, in particular for those
that played at the 2 or 3 level. And yet it proved even more challenging for a couple of defenders!

Board#4 sees afew declarers struggle in 44 whereas a couple of declarersfailed in 3NT, a
contract that they should never have reached!

Board#7 saw many defenders fall short. And a couple of declarers aso!

Board#20 is the pick of thisweek's crop and is given a detailed treatment over eleven pages. It's
amazing how score sheets can hide so many sins! Most partnerships opted for aMagjor suit game,
either 44 or 4 v, but acoupletried 3NT!

Asusual | wishthat | could spend more time on the analysis...

As usual, the hands vary in term of complexity and each reflects specific points of interest and
learning that | couldn't let pass without a comment! Some hands are analysed in more detail than
others. And there are lots of Saintly performances by declarers and defenders. And sadly there
are even more performances that have been awarded Sinner status, even some that earned the
award of Absolute Sinner status.

Okay, time to get thisin the post!

Enjoy!

Paul J Scannell
10th December 2020



Board 1 & K42
North Deals v Q5
None Vul ¢ AQ972

& AJ8753 4 Q6
v J107 vy A432
LN ¢ 10654
& KJ6 973

& 109

vy K986

¢ K83

& Q854

NS2N; NS3¢ ; NS3%; EW 14 ; NS 1v; Par +120: NS 2N

N/S can make 2 NT...but that requires cashing ¢ A or ¢ Q and then finessing against East's
¢ 1065 and aso ducking the lead of # Q if West bid spades! The score sheet will reflect a
mixed bag of contracts with NT by N/S likely the most common. And with avariety of results...

Saints & Sinners

Sinnersabound...Saintsless so! But let'slook at two pairs of Saints at work. At one table North
opened 1 ¢ , South bid 1 v, West overcalled 14 and North rebid 1 NT, South raisedto 2NT
which North Passed. East led ¢ Q inresponse to West's overcall, declarer winning with 4 K as
West followed with # 3 [Declarer does better to duck the opening lead thus disrupting
communications between the two defenders]. Declarer next played a diamond to dummy's¢ K
and returned adiamond to her ¢ Q, West discarding ¥ 7. Declarer next cashed ¢ A as West
discarded ¥ 10, and then continued with a club to dummy's # Q, West winning with & K. West
now cashed five spade tricks and East subsequently bagged two more trickswithv A and ¢ 10
leaving declarer three down. Well done to E/W, Norma O'Connell & Sheila Baynes, who
scored more tricks in defense on this hand than any other E/W pair. Saintly status awarded.

At one table North opened 1 NT (Strong). Although South isfacing a Strong NT I'm not sure
that South has the valuesto raise directly to 3NT unless the range is 17-18 hcp...but given
North's 15 hep | suspect that the NT range is 15-17! Perhaps South should have contemplated
using Stayman and then just bidding 2 NT if North responds2+4 or 24 . East led v 2, West
playing ¥ 10 as declarer won with ¥ Q. Declarer cashed # A and continued with # 10, rising
with dummy's & Q, West winning with # K. West now switched to # 7, East winning with ¢ Q
as declarer played low from hand. East continued with a spade to West's# A. West continued
with ¢ J, North winning with # K as East and dummy each discarded a small heart. Declarer
now played three rounds of diamonds, West discarding ¥ J7. Declarer, now running out of
options, played ¥ 5 from hand and East was not asleep. Sherose with ¥ A, cashed ¢ 10 and then
continued with a club to West's# J. West cashed # 8to inflict athreetrick defeat. Well
defended by E/W, Mairead O'Shaughnessy & Moncia Power, who are awarded Saintly status.
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Saints & Sinners (continued)

Absolute sinner statusto the two E/W pairsthat let out 3NT. At one table North opened 1 ¢ ,
South responded 1 ¥ and West bid 24 . North bid 2 NT which South raised to 3NT. East led

# Q and declarer erred by winning with ¢ K....E/W can now cash FIVE spade tricks once they
gain the lead! Declarer continued with a diamond to dummy's¢ K and then adiamond to
declarer's¢ Q asWest discarded ¥ 7. Declarer continued with ¥ Q from hand as East followed
with v 2 and West contributed v J. Declarer continued with alow heart and rose with dummy's
v K when East again followed low. Declarer continued with adiamond to his¢ A asWest
discarded # 3. Declarer played afourth diamond to East's¢ 10. East now played his second
spade to West's# A. West next cashed 4 Jand then, obviously unaware that 4 87 were winners,
switched to # J. Declarer let this run to dummy's# Q5....and declarer played the % 5 instead of
winning with # Q, playing aclub to his# A10, noting West's # K falling and then cashing # 10
and ¢ 9for tentricks! BUT, West came to declarer's rescue when she continued with % K,
declarer winning with # A and then cashing ¢ 9 for ninetricks! Absolute Sinner status to West
for discarding a spade when she could have discarded # 6 and for not cashing ALL her spade
winners when she had the chance. Sinner status also to East for not winning ¥ A earlier in the
play and continuing with a spade to partner who could have cashed FIVE tricks!

At another table North opened 1 NT (Strong), South bid 2 # (Stayman) and West intervened with
2 & which North Doubled (?). South bid 3 ¥ which North converted to 3NT. East led ¢ Q and
West rose with ¢ A and committed the bridge equivalent of Hari-Kiri when she continued with
# 3... Not surprisingly declarer let it round to dummy's now stiff ¢ 10. [Why West did not place
& Jonthetable at trick two is a mystery to which only she knows the answer.] Declarer now
played a heart to his¥v Q which East ducked thus setting up at least two heart tricks for declarer.
Declarer played a club to dummy's# Q and West's # K. West continued with another spade to
declarer's# K. Declarer played four rounds of diamond, East winning the fourth with ¢ 10,
cashing ¥ A and then conceding the rest of the tricks to declarer while West discarded three
spade winners! If West ducks the first spade or returns# J, declarer should have no chance to
emerge with ninetricks.
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Board 3 & 1076

South Deals v J10832
E-W VUl s A8
&542
s K4 4 AJ82
v AQ w e
¢ K9742 + 106
& AK103 =B . 0J976
4 Q953
vy K976
¢ QJ53
*8

EW 3N; EW 5%; EW 34 ; EW 4¢ ; NS 2v ; Par —500: NS 5¥ x—3

Most pairswill reach 3NT with the E/W hands. Some may bid 5 #. Both contracts should be
made with ease. Note that only nine tricks should be availablein 3 NT whereas eleven tricks can
be made in a club contract. And of course both contracts will result in the same IMPs score. West
will likely open 1 ¢ . East should respond 1 4, not good enough to bid 2. A re-bid of 34 by
West isthe bid that best describes the West hand. Thisis 100% forcing and East cannot Pass.
And thisiswhere it gets interesting...East doe NOT have arebid of 3NT because of the obvious
lack of aheart stopper(s) and yet 3NT is probably the best spot for the partnership. But how to
get to 3NT with confidence? The answer isthat East needs some way of giving partner a chance
to bid the NT game. Thisiswhere the useful gadget known as Fourth Suit Forcing comesinto
play. West has bid two suits, East has bid one suit...and neither have bid hearts, the fourth suit.
The bid of the Fourth Suit isNOT natural and simply compels partner to find another bid.
Clearly if East had a heart stopper, preferably two, they would bid 3NT over West's 3% bid. But
in thisinstance East has only a doubleton small heart and clearly cannot bid NT but with 8hcp
knows that game is a good proposition. Obvioudly thereis aclub fit but game in a minor requires
declarer to make eleven tricks. NT would be a better option...if the partnership has a suitable
heart stopper(s). So, East bids 3v (Fourth Suit Forcing) asking partner to find another bid. In
this case West has the natural choice of 3NT. And if West didn't have a heart stopper(s) then
they would have to find another bid. Note that Fourth Suit Forcing is mostly used at the 1, 2 or 3
level and is FORCING TO GAME, unless agreed otherwise. The play is straight forward.
Declarer starts with eight top tricks and a heart or diamond lead produces the ninth. In the
absence of ared suit lead, declarer can pursue a diamond trick while keeping the heart finesse as
alast resort. Dummy's clubs should be used wisely to access dummy to play diamonds. Also note
the importance of trying to keep South off lead in order to protect ¥ AQ. Note aso that playing
IMPs, and with nine tricks guaranteed on a heart lead, it would be suicidal to finesse# J. An
aternative line for atenth trick on aheart lead isto finesse4 JBEFORE playing clubs...and
without first cashing ¢ K!

Saints & Sinners

At one table West only rebid 24 over East'sinitial responseof 14 .2 isNOT forcing athough
the bidder may have up to 15/16 hcp. Sinner statusto West.
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Saints & Sinners (continued)

At two tables West re-bid 3% in response to East's 1S4 bid. In both cases East Passed. Sinner
status to both Easts who Passed a 100% Forcing re-bid by partner. 3% in this sequenceisa
Jump-Shift by opener and is Forcing, i.e. partner cannot Pass. If nothing else East should have
bid5#. But 3v (Fourth Suit Forcing) would have been perfect.

Saintly statusto Rory & David for their simple auction. David opened 1 ¢ , Rory responded 1 4
over which David re-bid 3%, forcing and showing a hand with at least 5 diamonds and 4 clubs.
Rory bid 3 ¥ (Fourth Suit Forcing) and David closed the auction with the sensible bid of 3NT.

At one table West opened 1 ¢ , East responded 1 4, West re-bid 3% and East re-bid 3NT
holding v 54! Sinner statusto East. Yes, they got luck and actually made twelve tricks. BUT,
place the ¥ K inthe North hand and 3NT by East would be going down. Worse still, West might
not have had any heart stop at all! When three suits have been bid the player who bids NT does
so because they have a stopper(s) in the fourth suit.

At another table West opened 1 ¢ and re-bid 2 NT over East's 14 response. East now bid 3 #
which iswrong because it suggests that East holds five spades. East should ssmply have raised to
3NT. If East held 10+ hcp then an initial bid of 24 and are-bid of 24 would have been
possible. Sinner statusto East.

At most tables West opened 1 ¢ and East responded 1 4 . Virtually all Westsrebid NT, mostly
3 NT although some re-bid 2 NT, the latter being raised to game by East.

At another table, two BBO Robots bid to 6 # after the following auction: 14 -14; 3% - 4NT;
5& -64. [4NT was Roman Keycard Blackwood and 5% showed O or 3 of the FIVE aces (4
Aces AND the King of clubs]. North turned a huge plus score (defeating 6#) into a big loss by
leading ¢ A. ANY lead OTHER than a diamond beats the slam.



Board 3 & 1076

South Deals v J10832
E-W Vul + A8
&542
s K4 4 AJ82
v AQ w e
¢ K9742 + 106
& AK103 =B . 0J976
s Q953
vy K976
+ QJ53
&8

EW 3N; EW 5&; EW 34 ; EW 4¢ ; NS 2v ; Par —500: NS 5¥ x-3
Saints & Sinners (continued)

At one table where East declared 3NT, South led ¥ 6 and declarer got her big lucky break when
v Qwon thefirst trick. Declarer next cashed three top clubs in dummy and then played a fourth
club to her hand. South discarded a spade followed by a diamond and then fatally a second spade
on the clubs as North discarded a spade on the fourth club. Declarer next led ¢ 10, South
covering with ¢ Jas declarer played ¢ K from dummy, North winning with ¢ A. North
continued with a small heart to South's ¥ K and dummy's ¥ A. Declarer next cashed 4 K and
then played a spade to her ¢ A in hand with South's ¢ Q falling on the second spade trick.
Declarer now cashed her fifth club and then cashed # J, both opponents showing out, and then
# 8. At this stage declarer has amassed eleven tricks via 4 spades, 2 hearts and five clubs. At
trick 12, declarer has led the 4 8 and South, whoisholding ¥ K and ¢ Q, fatally discarded ¢ Q
with dummy's ¢ 9 now promoted to winner status which became declarer's TWELFTH trick.
South's spade discards gifted declarer two bonus tricks and the discard of ¢ Q created declarer's
twelfth rick. Sinner status to South who could have afforded to discard a heart and a diamond
instead on the clubs and then should have known to discard ¥ K and retain ¢ Q on the
penultimate trick.

At two other tables North and South both discarded two spades on the clubs and declarer simply
cashed two top spades thus promoting dummy's ¢ J8 as two winners. Eleven tricks to declarer
and Sinner statusto South. Cardinal Rule for defenders...aways retain cardsin a suit to match a
similar (or longer holding) held by dummy or declarer, in particular where it is obvious that
partner cannot protect the suit. In thisinstance, East having bid 14 (presumably 4+ cards) and
with declarer having rebid NT, thereby suggesting at least a doubleton, South knows that only
she can protect the spade suit!

At three tables where North led a heart against West's 3NT, declarer won and cashed five club
tricks, two top spades and then played a heart to ¥ Q and led a small diamond towards dummy's
¢ 106. The three Norths rose with ¢ A instead of letting the trick round to South's ¢ QJ. Sinner
status to the three Norths.
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Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table North led ¥ J, declarer beating South'sv K with v A. At thistable declarer
made the good play of finessing # Jat trick two. South won and returned a heart, declarer
winning with ¥ Q. Declarer next cashed ¢ K. followed by # A and continued with aclub to
dummy's # Q...and South fell from grace as she discarded # 5, instead of discarding a diamond
or a heart, thus promoting dummy's ¢ 9 awinner. Declarer continued with three more rounds of
clubs ending in dummy and then played ¢ A, dropping South's ¢ 9, and then cashed # 8 for his
tenth trick. Sinner status to South who can clearly see the threat posed by dummy's# 8. Saintly
status to declarer, David Walsh, for trying the good 50% shot of finessing # J at trick two.

At another table North led ¥ 2 (3rd/5th leads), South contributing ¥ K as declarer won withv A.
Declarer cashed five club tricks as South discarded 2 hearts, 1 spade and a diamond, in that
order. North discarded ¢ 57, in that order thus confirming an original three card spade holding
from which South was able to determine that declarer started with only two spades! Declarer next
led ¢ 10, South correctly covering with ¢ Q (suggesting also holding ¢ J) as declarer covered
with ¢ K, North winning with ¢ A. North exited on ¥ Jto declarer'sv Q. Declarer next cashed
& K and continued with a spade to dummy's# A as North discarded ¥ 8. Declarer next led
dummy's ¢ 6 and South was faced with a dilemma...South now held ¢ Q, ¢ J5. South had afull
count on declarer's hand and knew that West had started with 2 spades (shown up during the
play) , 2 hearts (remember North led v 2, fifth best!), 4 clubs (shown up during the play) and
therefore five diamonds. The later meant that North had started with only a doubleton diamond.
South knew that he could rise with ¢ J, cash ¢ Q but would then have to concede a diamond to
declarer. So South made the good play of following with ¢ 5, hoping that North could win the
trick with his now stiff diamond. BUT, declarer also made a good play by rising with her ¢ 9
which won and became her tenth trick. Well done to all three players and Saintly status to
declarer Carmel Burke, South, Enda Glynn, and North, Sean Glynn, for providing accurate
count signals which helped his partner with what discards to make.

At all other tables declarer, West, made nine tricks, usually cashing the top nine after receiving a
heart lead. BUT not straightforward at all tables...see next page!
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Saints & Sinners (continued)

At onetable North led v Jto South's v K and declarer's v A. Declarer next cashed four clubs,
North discarding a heart when a spade would have been better (giving partner the count in the
spade suit whilst also preserving her hearts which might prove to be a source of tricks for the
defense). South discarded two hearts and a diamond. Declarer next led dummy's fifth club and
South discarded a spade as declarer discarded a diamond and North discarded # 6. Declarer next
led ¢ 10, South covering with ¢ Jas declarer played ¢ K, North winning with ¢ A. North,
perhaps unaware of the heart layout, continued with # 10, declarer playing ¢ Jfrom dummy,
South covering with 4 Q as declarer won with # K. Declarer continued with a spade to dummy's
# A and could have made an extratrick by leading a diamond towards her hand and guessing
correctly to play ¢ 9 but instead chose the safe line of playing aheart to her ¥ Q for nine tricks.
Well defended by North (Anne Roche) and South (May O'Sullivan)...Saintly status awarded.
And to declarer, Patricia Eames, for playing 'safe’ whilst still trying for atenth trick viathe
finesse of & J.

At another tablesMary L onergan also finessed ¢ Jearly in the play and subsequently got a
chanceto also play towards her ¢ K but North/South, Frankie McGreevy & Bridie Redahan
made no mistake in the defense. Saintly statusto all three.

At one table declarer had a chance to score ten tricks when she won the opening lead withv A
and then cashed her club and spade winners. Declarer then led ¢ 10 from dummy and South
failed to cover with ¢ Jor ¢ Q. If declarer had let it run North would have had to win with ¢ A,
promoting declarer's ¢ K to winner statuswith v Q still in hand! Alas declarer rose with ¢ K
and that was that. Sinner status to South for not coveringwith ¢ Jor ¢ Q.



Board 4 & 974
West Deals vy 7632
Both Vul ¢+ 10
& K8743
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Most E/W pairs are likely to reach 44 . Note that 6 ¢ can make whereas 64 fails on a diamond
lead and continuation, North ruffing. East can make 5 NT whereas West can only make 4 NT due
to aheart lead from North giving the defense athird trick. A simple bidding sequence would see
West open 14 and rebid 34 (non-forcing) over East's 2 ¥ response. West's 34 re-bid shows six
spades and 16-18 hcp. East has an easy raise to 44 . On the other hand there are several routes to
3 NT...using dummy's diamonds and ¥ A as a means of access to the East hand to take two spade
finesses. The lucky (for declarer) singleton ¢ 10 in the North hand also provides four diamond
trickswith ¥ A as an entry! And four heart tricks can be established using diamonds as a means
of entry. Lots of waysto make the NT game but | suspect that some who play there will find a
ways to go down! Contracts involving delicate communications always prove to be a headache
for some declarers. A club lead, from North or South, will prove to be particularly challenging.
And remember that al of the projected lines of play outlined above are based on a double-
dummy analysis, i.e. we can see al four hands. Declaring 3NT as a single-dummy problem is an
entirely different kettle of fish!

Saints & Sinners

At one table North led her singleton ¢ 10 against 4 ¢ , South winning with ¢ A. South, perhaps
conscious of the singleton club in dummy switched to ¢ 2, declarer finessing # 10. Declarer next
cashed # A and continued with & Q, North covering with & K which declarer ruffed in dummy.
Declarer next cashed ¥ A, ruffed aheart in hand and then cashed ¢ A dropping South's ¢ K.
Twelve tricks to declarer. South could have saved atrick by giving partner adiamond ruff at trick
two but N/S were never going to beat the contract.

At two tables4 # failed by atrick. At onetable North led ¢ 10, South winning with ¢ A and
giving partner aruff at trick 2. North continued with v 7, declarer rising with dummy's v A.
Declarer led a spade and rose with her ¢ A and continued with ¢ Q to South's ¢ K. South
attempted to cash HY K which declarer ruffed. Declarer drew another round of trumps and at this
stage she held: # 105, ¢ Q, # AQJand dummy held v QJ, ¢ KJ9, # 10. Declarer can ssmply
overtake her ¢ Q with dummy's ¢ K and then cash red suit winners, discarding losing clubs from
hand. But declarer cashed ¢ Q and failed to overtake with dummy's ¢ K and subsequently lost a
needless club to North's# K. Sinner statusto declarer.
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Saints & Sinners

At another table North led # 8 (!) declarer winning with  J. Declarer, who had various lines of
play open to her, chose to cash # A and then continued with ¢ Q, South winning with & K.
South continued with a club to declarer's# A. Declarer next cashed ¢ Jand continued with a
finesse of ¥ 10, South winning with ¥ K. South played a club to North's# K and South
subsequently scored atrick with ¢ A for one down. Declarer had several opportunities to make
the contract, in fact declarer could have made twelve tricks on the club lead! BUT, as always
with IMPs let's secure the contract. The safest lineis probably to ruff # Q at trick two. Declarer
can then finesse 4 Q and when it winscash ¢ A and when South's# K fallsthen cash 4 J
drawing North's last trump. Declarer then simply concedes atrick to South's¢ A. UNDER NO
CIRCUMSTANCES should declarer take a heart finesse. Declarer had no heart loser until she
created one by taking the unnecessary heart finesse into South's v K! Even rejecting the option to
ruff the losing club in dummy before playing spades (from the top if you like) was not the
downfall of the contract. Declarer can afford to lose 1 spade, 1 diamond and 1 club...BUT cannot
afford to lose a heart as well! Absolute Sinner status to declarer. In planning a hand declarer
needs to take account of possible losers as well as potential winners!

At one table West declared 54 after East investigated a possible slam. North led ¢ 10 South
winning with ¢ A and then giving North a diamond ruff at trick two. Time to steady the ship!
All'swell aslong as declarer doesn't panic! BUT, declarer won the heart continuation with
dummy's ¥ A and then played a club to her # A and ruffed a club in dummy, ruffed a heart in
hand and then ruffed her last club with dummy's last trump thus consigning herself to a one trick
defeat unless# K fell when she next cashed # A. Sadly that was not to be and declarer suffered a
two trick defeat when she played a third diamond North ruffing with # 9. The second undertrick
was careless. BUT, declarer could have made the contract. Win¥ A and take the trump finesse.
Note that even though declarer can access dummy by ruffing a club she cannot then play a second
trump! So, fingers crossed, declarer cashes# A and duly gives thanks when South's ¢ K falls.
And what of declarer'slosing clubs? Simple...declarer leads¢ Q from hand and overtakes with
dummy's ¢ K and then cashes ¢ J9 discarding the two losing clubs from hand. Eleven tricks
made. Sinner statusto declarer.
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Saints & Sinners (continued)

At sixteen other tables declarer emerged with either ten or eleventricksin 44 or 54 . Again, it
wasn't all Saintly stuff by declarer or the defense!

At one table West declared 44 on the lead of adiamond to South's ¢ A. South gave partner a
diamond ruff at trick two. North continued with # 4 to declarer's# J. Declarer next played ¢ A
and continued with ¢ Q to South's ¢ K. The contract should now fail! With three tricks already
int he bag South simply needed to return a club to North's# K with no trump'sin dummy to ruff
North's# K! BUT, South continued with another diamond, declarer winning in hand with ¢ Q as
North discarded # 3. Declarer next played a heart to dummy's¥ A and discarded her losing # Q
on dummy's ¢ K. Sinner statusto declarer and South. Why is Sinner status awarded to
South?...Two reasons. 1) West's jump rebid of 34 promises at least SIX spades. North has
already shown up with three spades and CANNOT have afourth spade to ruff a second diamond.
2) North returned # 4 after ruffing the diamond at trick two. The play of & 4 denotes a club
honour....North should play a high club if not holding a club honour. In fact North should
probably have continued with a heart instead of a club. So, South should return a club after
winning ¢ K, particularly as North is known not to have afourth spade! Also, if declarer has
already decided to cash # A and continue with ¢ Q then declarer should ruff her losing club
BEFORE playing on trumps. At least that will restrict undertricks to one.

A couple of declarersfailed to appreciate that dummy's diamonds were established after North
won the first diamond ¢ A and gave partner aruff at trick two leaving dummy's ¢ KJO or even
¢ K93 aswinners. These declarers overtook ¢ Q with dummy's ¢ K and cashed one more
diamond but left dummy's fifth diamond unplayed and instead took the losing club finesse thus
scoring ten tricks instead of eleven! Sinner statusto those declarers.

At one table West rebid 3NT over partner's2¥ responseto his14 opening. North led aclub,
declarer winning with # J. 3NT isavery awkward contract due to communications issues
between East and West. Declarer cashed ¢ A and continued with ¢ Q, South winning with & K.
South continued with a club to declarer's# A. Declarer cashed his spade winners and finessed
v Q, South winning with ¥ K. N/S cashed club winnersand ¢ A for two down.
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Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table West also contacted 3NT after opening 14 and when partner bid 2 v, West
rebid 2NT (34 isbetter and more reflective of the hand). West received a club lead, declarer
winning with # J. Declarer played ¢ Q from hand, South winning with ¢ K. South returned a
club, declarer winning with & A. Declarer cashed his spade winners and then played a heart to
dummy's ¥ A and exited on ¥ Q. N/Stook the remaining tricks to leave declarer one down.

Thisisnot ahand to play in NT although ten tricks can be made. Winning the club lead declarer
can play adiamond at trick two to dummy's (¢ J) NOTING NORTH'S ¢ 10. If thistrickswins
declarer can finesse# Q. Yes, double-dummy it can be seen that cashing ¢ A drops South's ¢ K.
BUT, South can re-enter dummy by leading ¢ Q from hand and overtaking with ¢ K! If South
winswith ¢ A at any stage declarer can re-enter dummy with adiamond or ¥ A and repeat the
spade finesse. Declarer should emerge with at least ten tricks.



Board 5
North Deals
N-SVul

& 84
vy K7
¢ K10432
& A854
o AK9762 N
v J8543 W £
¢ 6 S

* 3
4 QJ105
v A10962
¢ Q7
# 102

EW 2&; EW 14 ; EW 1¢ ; Par —90: EW 1#+1



Board 6 & 863

East Dedls vy 93
E-W Vul ¢ K10754
2764
a AJ74 wy * 1052
v 542 W v Q106
¢ ¢+ A9863
& AKJ102 Sl . 35
s KQO
v AKJ87
+ Q2
& Q093

E3e;W24; EW IN; EW 2&; E1v; E 1¢; Par —140: E 24 +1



Board 7
South Dedls
Both Vul

> > <€
>> X >
pYoreye)

4 106
v 987
¢ 8732
& 10842

& KJ954
vy A105
¢ K10

& 963

=
n oz
m

73

v J6432
¢ 954

® QJ5

N5v:NSAN;: S4y; N 5¢;:S4¢ : N4s: NS24: S3&:
Par +650: N 4v +1

ANT can always make but might NOT make if East ducks two rounds of hearts. Declarer needs
two entries to dummy to setup the hearts AND to cash the winning hearts! But, if declarer wins
the first two rounds of hearts then she has has an easy switch to diamonds to generate two tricks
in that suit which coupled 2 spades, 2 hearts and 3 clubs amounts to nine tricks!

Saints & Sinners

Absolute Sinner status to any East who won the first or second heart! At nineteen tables where
3NT was played only SIX Easts ducked the first two rounds of hearts! Saintly statusto: L ouise
Mitchell, PhyllisMolloy, Bernie O'Grady, Mary Delaney, Bridie O'Reilly, Mary McNulty.

At one table North opened 24 and rebid 2 NT (range?). South transferred via3 ¥ and then rebid
3NT over North's3 v . East led # 5 and declarer beat West's4 10 with 4 Q. Declarer then
played ¥ Q and followed with ¥ K, as East ducked both hearts. Declarer next made a good play
of leading ¢ J, which won when East dangerously followed with ¢ 10! Declarer can now get
home, with overtricks, if she cashes¢ A felling East's ¢ K and so creating the vital second entry
(¢ 9) to setup dummy's hearts while also having access via# Q to enjoy them! Unfortunately
declarer continued with ¢ Q, East winning perforce with ¢ K. East was now able to establish his
spade suit when he continued with ¢ 9 WHILST STILL HOLDING v A! Declarer won with

# A and now led D¢ 6 to dummy's ¢ 9 and continued with ¥ J, hoping that the hand with v A
did not have another spade. Alas, East won with ¥ A and cashed three spades to defeat the
contract by one trick. East of course gave a chance to declarer by ducking the first diamond. East
should have won with ¢ K and then cleared the spades whilst still holding ¥ A. Nonetheless,
Saintly statusto East, Ali Zaki. And Saintly status also to Anne Roche for agood effort as
declarer. If West had held the v A then she would have got home. HOWEVER, Sinner statusto
both players...East gave declarer an opportunity to score four diamond tricks by playing ¢ 10 on
declarer's¢ J. Sinner status also to declarer who was so focused on the battle that she lost the
war! Declarer was focused on the heart suit but failed to grasp that after she had scored two
hearts tricks and where East had played ¢ 10 on declarer's ¢ Q that she could have scored
ELEVEN tricks by cashing ¢ A, felling East's ¢ K. However, evenif ¢ K did not fall declarer
could have cemented three diamond tricks by continuing with a diamond to dummy's ¢ 9 and
thus emerged with at least TEN tricks! Keep both eyes open at all times!



Board 7
South Dedls
Both Vul

> > <€
>> X >
X000

4 106
v 987
¢ 8732
& 10842

& KJ954
vy A105
¢ K10

& 963

=
n oz
m

73

v J6432
¢ 954

® QJ5

N5v:NSAN;: S4y; N 5¢;:S4¢ : N4s: NS24: S3&:
Par +650: N 4v +1

Saints & Sinners(continued)

At another table East led # 5 against North's 3NT, declarer winning with ¢ Q as West produced
# 10. Declarer went astray at trick two when she used up dummy's only entry by immediately
playing aclub to # Jand then finessing ¢ K. Thiswas an unredlistic line of play asit closed off
the possibility of scoring five heart tricks and could really only benefit declarer if West held a
doubleton ¢ K10! Declarer deserved to fail for pursuing thisline rather than playing on hearts
which would have also allowed her to make the diamond play later in the hand, thus giving her
two bites of the cherry! BUT, East beat declarer's¢ Jwith ¢ K and then continued with & 9
which declarer ducked. East, at this stage holding ¢ KJ4, and with EIGHT spades already
accounted for, now made the only play to let the contract make! East played # 4, declarer
winning with # 8!!! Belatedly, declarer led ¥ Q, East rising with ¥ A...but the bird had flown!
Declarer scored all the remaining tricks to emerge with 3NT+1. Sinner status to declarer and
Absolute Sinner statusto East.

Sinner status to East at another table who made the costly (for the defense) lead of # 9 and then
crashed his partner's4 10 under East's# J continuation. East at this table also won the second
heart thus handing declarer four heart tricks! A less than challenging defense. Declarer emerged
with eleven tricks, including THREE spade tricks!



Board 8 & A10642

West Deals v 104
None Vul ¢ K4
& A1062
& Q9 N & ]
v Al W e vy Q972
¢ J98732 s ¢ AQ5
& Q95 & KJB873
4 K8753
vy K8653
¢ 106
& 4

NS 34 ; EW 4%; EW 3¢ ; EW IN; N 1v; Par —100: NS 44 x—1



Board 9
North Deals
E-W vul

& 62

vy AJ9763
¢ 4

& K965

NS 6%; NS5N; NS54; NS5¢ ; NS1v; Par +920: NS 6%

& 108
'_
¢ AKJ975
& AT7432
N s J743
W £ v 854
¢+ Q10863
S X
& AKQ95
vy KQ102
¢ 2
& QJ10



Board 10 4 98

East Deals v KJ104
Both Vul ¢ J753
& J85
o A102 N o K743
v 98732 W e v AQ5
¢ Q42 = ¢ K1096
& K2 Q3
& QJ65
v 6
¢+ A8
& A109764

EW 4v; EW 34 ; EW 3¢ ; EW 1IN; NS 1#; Par —620: EW 4v



Board 11 s 108
South Dedls v Q984
None Vul ¢+ AQG6
& K1052
o Q742 N & KJ96
v K6 W £ vy A105
¢ 10754 ¢ J82
+874 S, 363
o A53
vJ732
¢ K93
& AQ9

NS4v; NS2N; NS3%; NS2¢ ; NS 14 ; Par +420: NS 4v



Board 12 & K4

West Desls v J1098
N-SVul ¢+ AK1096
& 16
s J96 mm 4 87532
vA763 W v K
+ 54 + 383
& 10743 S . KQO5
s AQ10
vy Q542
+ Q72
& AB2

NS4v; NS3N; NS5¢ ; NS 14 ; EW 1%; Par +620: NS 4v



Board 13 o KQ1065

North Deals vy Q976
Both Vul ¢ 873
& 3
& 32 N & J94
v K W E v A10853
¢ Q642 = ¢ 105
& KQJ954 & 872
o A87
v J42
¢ AKJ9
& A106

NS 44 ; NS3N; NS3v; NS4¢ ; EW 1%; Par +620: NS 44



Board 14
East Dedls
None Vul

s A42
v 4
¢+ KQ109743
£ 03
4 Q1053 w4 K98
v AJO7 W v Q10865
+ AB65 ¢
& K =Bl .. 10876
s 176
vy K32
¢ 2
& AJ9542

EW 4v; NS3¢ ; EW 14 ; NS 1&; Par —300: NS 5¢ x-2



Board 15 & Q943

South Dedls vy K10864
N-SVul ¢ 3
& K76
s 176 wm * 108
v 532 W £ vQ
+ 962 + 18754
#8532 S . AQ1094
4 AK52
vy AJ97
¢+ AKQ10
P

N 6N; NS64; NS6v; S5N; NS3¢ ; NS 14; Par +1440: N 6N



Board 16 & K854

West Deals v KJ106
E-W Vul ¢ KJ
® J65
4 J96 N 4 A102
v 9752 W E v A43
¢ 87 ¢ A10954
& K987 Sl . 03
e Q73
v Q8
¢ Q632
& Al1042

NS IN; NS14; NS1v; N 1¢; NS1%; Par +90: NS 1IN



Board 17
North Deals
None Vul

4 K9765
v AQ

¢ K10
& K953

W 3e;E24;S2v;N1v; NS1¢; EW 1#; Par —140: W 34

4 J108

v K3

¢ A7542
& 1062

N
W E

& Q43

v 8742
¢+ J86

& QJ8

o A2

v J10965

¢ Q93

& A74



Board 18 a A73

East Dedls v 1073
N-SVul ¢ K96
£ QJ98
s K108 w4 QJ52
v AKQJ v cBEEE
¢ AJ + 875
& AK62 Sl . 743
s 964
v 964
¢ Q10432
& 105

EW 44 ; EW 3v; EW 2N; EW 3%; EW 2¢ ; Par —420: EW 44

E/W likely to play in 3NT. Will North find the killing lead? Yes, 3NT can be beaten if North
leads ¢ K...or even any diamond. In the absence of a diamond lead declarer should score nine
tricks via 2 spades, 4 hearts, 1 diamond and 2 clubs. Declarer will have to be careful NOT to
duck aclub lead in which case a diamond switch will see North's diamonds established before
declarer has secured two spade tricks! Should be arelatively flat board...then again, when is any
board flat! In bridge, the unexpected should always be expected!

Saints& Sinners

At 21 of 22 tables West became declarer while one East successfully declared 4v .
What arange of results. In NT, declarers scored anything from eight to eleven tricks.
At three tables a heart contract was played with declarers scoring nine or ten tricks.

Absolute Sinner status to the East who Passed partner's opening bid of 2 #. No matter how
weak Y OUR hand is you cannot Pass partner's opening 2 4. Time to do some revision work on
the bidding system.

At another table West opened 2%, East bid 2 ¢ (relay?) and West re-bid 2v . Sinner statusto
West. A suit rebid should be based on a holding of at least five cards. ThisWest hand is
balanced and a NT re-bid (or opening) is best. Also, the partnership should agree whether 2v in
this sequenceis Forcing or Non-Forcing. Sinner statusto West.

Absolute Sinner status to the West who declared 3NT on a club lead and emerged with only
eight tricks. North led # Q, declarer winning with # K. Declarer next cashed ¥ AK and then, for
some strange played ¢ A followed by ¢ J, North winning the second round with ¢ K. North
continued with a heart, declarer winning with v J. Belatedly, declarer played a spade, North
rising with ¢ A and then finding the diamond return to South's ¢ Q. South cashed two more
diamonds and the contract failed by one trick. Declarer should have placed the# K on thetable
at trick two and then no defense could beat the contract!



Board 18 a A73

East Dedls v 1073
N-SVul ¢ K96
£ QJ98
s K108 w4 QJ52
v AKQJ v cBEEE
¢ AJ + 875
& AK62 Sl . 743
s 964
v 964
¢ Q10432
& 105

EW 44 : EW 3v; EW 2N; EW 3%; EW 2¢ ; Par —420: EW 44
Saints & Sinners

At another table West opened 24, East bid 2 ¢ (relay?) and West re-bid 2 v . East now rebid

4 v . Without knowing the system that E/W were playing it is difficult to comment other than to
suggest that aNT re-bid by West might be better. If West re-bids 2 NT then East can always use
Stayman or Transfers to enquire or show re major suit holdings. North led a club, declarer
winning and cashing three rounds of hearts. Declarer next played # K and continued with two
more rounds, North crucially holding up the# A until the third round thus depriving declarer of
access to vital thirteenth spade in dummy! Contract finished one down. Unfortunate. Saintly
status to N/Sfor their play of the spade suit where perhaps South's play of ¢ 6 on the first round
encouraged North to hold off until the third round! Signals, so important when defending!

At another table West opened 2 ¢ and East relayed with 2 ¥ . West now bid 4 # (Gerber) and
signed off in 4 v after East denied holding an ace! Again, West would have been better advised
tore-bid NT, showing her point count and balanced shape and then let East decide how to
proceed. On this occasion the defense came to declarer's aid! South led a diamond, declarer
winning with dummy's ¢ A. At trick two declarer led the 4 8 from dummy and North
prematurely and fatally rose with her # A...and that was the end of the defense. North cashed

+ K and then switched to a club...too late. Declarer won in dummy, played three top trumps and
then cashed THREE spade tricks to emerge with ten trick in total. ABSOLUTE Sinner status to
North who didn't even wait to see the first spade played by her partner in order to decide when
she should win with & A.

At two tables declarer emerged with ELEVEN tricks! At one of these tables West opened 2 &
and re-bid 3NT over East's control showing response of 24 which shows 0-1 controls where a
King=1 control and an Ace=2 controls. West's re-bid showed a balanced 25-26 hcp. North led

& Q and continued the suit when declarer ducked the first round. Declarer won the second club
with & A as South followed with # 10. Declarer next led ¢ K and North made the mistake of
rising with ¢ A and continued with athird club to declarer's# K as South discarded a spade.
Declarer now cashed 4 hearts and then played 3 rounds of spades leaving declarer with¢ AJ, % 6
while dummy held ¢ J, ¢ 87. North held ¢ K9, & 9. Declarer discarded ¢ Jon 4 Jand North
fatally discarded # 9. Sinner statusto North who SHOULD have known that declarer was still
holding % 6.



Board 19 & AQ932

South Dedls vy K3
E-W VUl + 1043
%6432
4 Q10764 wm * )85
v J75 W v 062
¢ A2 + 9875
£ Q109 Sl . AJS
s K
v AQ1084
¢+ KQJ6
& K87

NS5v; NS4N; NS4¢ ; NS3%; NS 14 ; Par +450: NS 4v +1



Board 20 o Q72

West Deals vy K5
Both Vul ¢+ 872
& Q9754
4 K964 N & AJ83
vAl08743 NN v J9
¢ 54 ¢+ A63
& A S . K1083
& 105
vy Q62
+ KQJ109
& J62

EW 64 ; EW 6v; EW 4N; EW 2%; EW 1¢ ;
Par —1430: EW 6v; EW 64

Yes, both 64 and 6 ¥ can make. Declarer will need to play the hand carefully which includes
finessing the # Jand also taking the double finesse in hearts, i.e. lead ¥ J and finesse and then
subsequently finesse ¥ 9. Declarer needs to pay attention to the play of the heart suit by leading
v Jon thefirst round. Leading ¥ 9 could see the suit blocked on the second round! And on a
diamond lead declarer will need to discard the losing diamond in the West hand on the # K.
Now, sequence all of that and you should have no problem emerging with twelve tricks! But |
suspect that most partnerships will play the hand at game level in either 44 or 4 v ...and | won't
be surprised if not al declarers succeed! 4 NT also makes although it is aless attractive
aternativeto44 or4v.

Saints & Sinners

At onetable 3NT was reached after West opened 1 ¥ and East jumped to 3NT. East would have
done better to take things slowly by initially responding 1 ¢ which West would support. South
led ¢ K which won the trick and then continued with ¢ Q, declarer erring by winning with

¢ A...declarer should duck the second diamond. Declarer next led ¥ Jand ran it to North's v K.
North led ¢ 8to partner's D#. South cashed two more diamonds and after just six tricks declarer
was aready one down! If declarer had ducked the second diamond the contract could have been
made by subsequently finessing ¥ 9 (or ¥ 10)! Sinner statusto declarer.

At another table West opened 1 v, East bid 1 % and South overcalled 24 , West bid 24 and East
jumped to 3NT. West should have converted to 4 4 . South led ¢ K and continued the suit,
declarer winning the third round with ¢ A while discarding a heart from dummy (declare should
discard a spade instead of a heart). Declarer erred by next leading ¥ 9...should haveled v J,
North winning with ¥ K. North played # 4, declarer winning perforce with dummy's# A.
Declarer now played a spade to her # A and then led v J, South playing low. When the ¥ Jwon
declarer proceeded without thinking when she next played a spade to dummy's# K, cashed three
heart winners and then, with only two small spades left, had to concede atrick to North's4 Q.
Fortunately for declarer North then had to concede a club to declarer's# K. After ¥ Jwon,
declarer should have cashed # K and then played a spade to dummy's# K. Sinner statusto
declarer.



Board 20 o Q72

West Deals vy K5
Both Vul ¢+ 872
& Q9754
4 K964 N & AJ83
vAl08743 NN v J9
¢ 54 ¢+ A63
& A S . K1083
& 105
vy Q62
+ KQJ109
& J62

EW 64 ; EW 6v; EW 4N; EW 2%; EW 1¢ ;
Par —1430: EW 6v; EW 64

Saints & Sinners(continued)

At another table West opened 1 v, East responded 14, West bid 24 and East rebid 3NT. West
should have converted to 4 ¢ . East was on slightly less sure ground as West's bid of 24 might
have been made with only three card support. South led ¢ Q (partnership agreement) and
continued the suit with declarer winning the third round as he discarded a heart from dummy. [I
would have discarded a spade, intending to establish the heart suit with the hope of scoring 2
spades, 5 hearts, 1 diamond and 2 clubs. The contract cannot be made by relying solely on
spades... 4 spades, 1 heart, 1 diamond, 2 clubs only comes to eight tricks, meaning that declarer
must score at least one extra heart trick. And if that is so then the suit should be capable of
producing five tricks in which case the spade suit becomes redundant except for the4 AK. Also,
the heart suit offers better odds for success...a 75% chance that South holds ether one or both
missing heart honours!] Upon winning the third diamond, declarer led ¥ Jand let it runto
North's v K. North returned a club to dummy's# A. Declarer now played a spade to his4 A and
then ran ¥ 9. When the ¥ 9 won the trick, declarer next cashed # K and then played a spade to
dummy's ¢ K and cashed three heart winners, conceding the thirteenth trick to North's& Q. Well
played apart from discarding the heart instead of a spade on the third diamond...Saintly status to
Ali Zaki.

At the remaining nineteen tables the hand was played in either 44 or 4 v . Only two declarers
managed to score twelve tricks!

At one table West opened 1 ¥, East responded 2% (14 isbetter) , West re-bid 2 ¥ and East now
bid 2NT (Note that abid of 24 , would suggest aholding 5 clubsand 4 spades...and is
FORCING). West bid 3¥ and East raised to 4 ¥ . North led & 2, declarer playing low from
dummy as South produced # 10, declarer winning with # K. Declarer cashed # A and continued
with adiamond to dummy's ¢ A, cashed # K while discarding the losing diamond from her
hand. Declarer next led ¥ J, which she ran to North's ¥ K. North provided unintended assistance
to declarer by returning a heart which solved declarer's problems in the trump suit. Declarer next
cashed another top heart, drawing South's last trump. Declarer now finessed ¢ Jand duly
emerged with twelve tricks. Saintly statusto declarer, Patricia Eames.



Board 20 o Q72

West Deals vy K5
Both Vul ¢+ 872
* Q9754
4 K964 N & AJ83
vAl08743 NN v J9
¢ 54 ¢+ A63
& A S . K1083
& 105
vy Q62
+ KQJ109
& J62

EW 64 ; EW 6v; EW 4N; EW 2%; EW 1¢ ;
Par —1430: EW 6v; EW 64

Saints & Sinners(continued)

At another table West opened 1 ¥ and East responded 1 4 . South bid 2 ¢ and West bid 24 and
North bid 3 ¢ . East jumped to 4 4 which closed the auction. South led ¢ K, declarer winning in
hand with ¢ A. Declarer now played a club to dummy's# A and then cashed ¢ K and finessed

# J. Declarer next cashed # K, discarding the losing diamond from dummy and then erred by
ruffing a club in dummy. Declarer now led a heart from dummy, North rising withv K as
declarer made another mistake, this one which should have proved fatal, when she followed with
v 9instead of unblocking with ¥ J. North continued with ¢ Q, removing dummy's last trump
with declarer winning with ¢ A. Declarer next continued with ¥ Jfrom hand and South snatched
defeat from the jaws of victory when she covered with v Q! If she had ducked, then dummy was
dead and declarer would have finished one down! Sinner status to South and also to declar er
who should not have ruffed the club in dummy's heart suit! Declarer should also have played v J
under North's v K leaving her with the ¥ 9 which could then be overtaken by dummy's¥ 10 on
the second round of the suit. Twelve tricks to declarer ...but no Saintly status!

At another table two BBO Raobots reached 4 # after South overcalled in diamonds. South led

¢ K, declarer winning in hand with ¢ A. Declarer played a club to dummy's# A and continued
with aspadeto # A. Declarer then cashed # K discarding dummy's losing diamond and
continued with a heart to dummy's ¥ A and then led another from heart dummy, North winning
with ¥ K. North continued with a diamond, declarer ruffing in dummy with ¢ 6. Declarer now
ruffed aheart in hand with # 3. Declarer next played a spade to dummy's# K as both defenders
followed. Declarer, with one trump still in dummy, now led winning hearts leaving North to
score her # Q whenever she wanted. Eleven tricks to declarer and Saintly statusto East, aBBO
Robot.

At another table East declared 44 onthelead of ¢ K, declarer winning with ¢ A. Declarer
played a spade to dummy's# K and then finessed # J, cashed ¢ A and finessed ¥ Jto North's
v K. The defense continued with two diamonds, declarer ruffing the second one with dummy's
last trump. Declarer cashed ¥ A and then ruffed a heart in hand with her last trump leaving
dummy high. Eleven tricks to declarer and Saintly statusto Mary Delaney.



Board 20 o Q72

West Deals vy K5
Both Vul ¢+ 872
& Q9754
4 K964 N & AJ83
vAl08743 NN v J9
¢ 54 ¢+ A63
& A S . K1083
& 105
vy Q62
+ KQJ109
& J62

EW 64 ; EW 6v; EW 4N; EW 2%; EW 1¢ ;
Par —1430: EW 6v; EW 64

Saints & Sinners(continued)

At another table East declared 44 onthelead of ¢ K. Declarer won with ¢ A, played a club to
dummy's# A and then played a spadeto his# A. Declarer continued with # K, discarding
dummy's losing diamond. Declarer next led ¥ J, North winning with ¥ K. North continued with
adiamond to South's ¢ 9 (Saintly statusto Miriam Moloney for playing the lowest of touching
cardsin asequence, ¢ QJ109), declarer ruffing with 4 6. Declarer next cashed ¥ A and then
ruffed a heart in hand with # 3 leaving dummy's remaining hearts established as winners.
Declarer now played a spade to dummy's# K and then played hearts from dummy leaving North
to win with his# Q whenever it suited him. Eleven tricks to declarer and Saintly statusto Rory
Timlin.

At another table West opened 1 v, East responded 14 and West made an aggressive, but not
outrageous, re-bid of 34 ...West's hand counts as a six loser with spades astrumpsand is
therefore dlightly better than a minimum opener which would be a seven loser hand. East bid
3NT and West then bid 4 ¥ which East converted to 4 4 . South made the unorthodox lead of

¢+ 10 (¢ K, top of asequence would be the standard lead from this combination), declarer
winning with ¢ A. Declarer played the hand in identical fashion to that outlined in the previous
paragraph and also emerged with eleven tricks. Saintly statusto Mairead O' Shaughnessy.
Note that in both these cases declarer set about establishing dummy's heart suit BEFORE
drawing a second round of trumps.

At seven other tables declarer emerged with ten tricks, four playing in 44 and three playing in
4 v . But that's where the similarities end. It's amazing the sins that a score sheet can hide!

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



Board 20 o Q72

West Deals vy K5
Both Vul ¢+ 872
& Q9754
4 K964 N & AJ83
vAl08743 NN v J9
¢ 54 ¢+ A63
& A S . K1083
& 105
vy Q62
+ KQJ109
& J62

EW 64 ; EW 6v; EW 4N; EW 2%; EW 1¢ ;
Par —1430: EW 6v; EW 64

Saints & Sinners(continued)

At one table South led ¢ K against 4 4, declarer winning with ¢ A. Declarer played a club to
dummy's# A and returned a spadeto hise A. Declarer next led # Jfrom hand and rose with
dummy's & K and then led a heart from dummy, North rising with ¥ K as declarer erred by
playing ¥ 9 from hand instead of UNBLOCKING ¥ J' North can now defeat the contract by
cashing ¢ Q and continuing with adiamond forcing declarer to ruff with dummy's last trump
AND WITH THE HEARTS BLOCKED. B U T North, didn't cash ¢ Q, and with no idea of the
club position (declarer might have held # J10) switched to a small club instead of returning a
diamond knowing partner had a good holding in that suit! Declarer ruffed the club returnin
dummy and now the tempo swung back in declarer's favour. She cashed ¥ A and then led v 10,
discarding a losing diamond from hand. South won with ¥ Q and continued with ¢ Q, declarer
ruffing with dummy's last trump. Declarer now led awinning heart and discarded her last club
from hand. Ten tricks made...due to an errant North!

At another table South led ¢ K which declarer winning with ¢ A. Declarer continued with a club
to dummy's & A. Declarer next played atrump to her ¢ A and then finessed ¥ Jto North'sv K.
North now returned adiamond to South's ¢ 9 (¢ statusto Mairead Watters) as declarer ruffed
with dummy's ¢ 6. Declarer now cashed ¥ A and erred by cashing ¢ K and then ruffing v 10
leaving dummy and declarer with a single spade while North still held the master ¢ Q. Declarer
ruffed her last diamond with dummy's ¢ 9 and then played a winning heart from dummy, leaving
North to win her ¢ Q whenever she liked but with declarer emerging with ten tricks asthe# Jin
her hand gets promoted to winner status!



Board 20 o Q72

West Deals vy K5
Both Vul ¢+ 872
& Q9754
4 K964 N & AJ83
vAl08743 NN v J9
¢ 54 ¢+ A63
& A S . K1083
& 105
vy Q62
+ KQJ109
& J62

EW 64 ; EW 6v; EW 4N; EW 2%; EW 1¢ ;
Par —1430: EW 6v; EW 64

Saints & Sinners(continued)

At another table where West also raised East's 14 responseto 34, Southled ¢ 9 (¢ Kis
standard from a sequence of KQJ109) declarer winning with ¢ A and then playing a club to
dummy's# A. Declarer next played atrump to her ¢ A and cashed # K discarding the losing
diamond from dummy. Declarer now finessed ¥ Jto North's ¥ K. North continued with a
diamond, declarer ruffing with dummy's# 6. Declarer now cashed # K and ¥ A and thenled a
small heart while discarding a club from hand, South winning with ¥ Q. [This was dangerous
play by declarer because if South also holds# Q then South can cash # Q, killing access to
dummy's winning hearts. Declarer would have been better off to cash v A and then ruff aheart in
hand leaving ¢ K9 in dummy. When North discards on the third heart declarer ruffsin hand and
can now play atrump to dummy's# K and if both opponents follow then there is only one trump
left. BUT declarer now leads winning hearts and whoever hasthe# Q can ruff whenever they
like and dummy's remaining ¢ 9 isthe protection against a diamond or club continuation and
also provides the means of access to the remaining heart winners.] HOWEVER, South didn't
have the ¢ Q and continued with a club, declarer ruffing in dummy and then leading another
heart, North ruffing with SQ as declarer discarded her last diamond. Declarer's4 J8 took the last
two tricks. Contract made.

At another table, South who had overcalled 24 , led ¢ K against East's4 # , declarer winning in
hand with ¢ A. Declarer next played a club to dummy's# A, followed by a successful finesse of
& J. Declarer then cashed # K, discarding the losing diamond from dummy. Declarer was now
ahead of the posse and could have made twelve tricks. BUT, declarer lost direction when he next
ruffed a club in dummy instead of playing on hearts to establish dummy's heart winners. After
ruffing a club in dummy, declarer cashed # K and then led dummy's last spade, winning with

# A inhand. Declarer next led # 10, losing to North's # Q. North continued with # 9, declarer
discarding a diamond. North then exited on a diamond, South winning with ¢ Q. South
continued with a heart, declarer rising with dummy's ¥ A and then conceding atrick to North's
v K, declarer's# 8 winning the last trick. Twelve tricks turned into nine! Sinner status to
declarer who never appreciated the trick-taking value of dummy's hearts.



Board 20 o Q72

West Deals vy K5
Both Vul ¢+ 872
* Q9754
4 K964 N & AJ83
vAl08743 NN v J9
¢ 54 ¢+ A63
& A S . K1083
& 105
vy Q62
+ KQJ109
& J62

EW 64 ; EW 6v; EW 4N; EW 2%; EW 1¢ ;
Par —1430: EW 6v; EW 64

Saints & Sinners(continued)

Three declarers successfully negotiated 4 ¥ . At one table West opened 1 ¥ and for some reason
re-bid 2 v over partner's 14 response instead of bidding 24! East jumped to 4 ¥ . North led # 5,
declarer playing low from dummy...and South, who could have used the Rule of 11 to establish
that declarer had only one club higher than # 5, made the mistake of playing # J, declarer
winning with # A. [Note: If declarer had started with # A4 then declarer could have finessed

# 10 on the second round of the suit and discarded alosing diamond on dummy's & K (the Rule
of 11 isn't just for defenders! Declarer could have worked out that South, if they played # J at
trick one, didn't have another club higher than dummy's# 10!]. Declarer next played a diamond
to dummy's ¢ A, South following with ¢ 10 (I would have played ¢ K to let partner know that |
also had ¢ QJand possibly ¢ 109 aswell) and then cashed # K, discarding hislosing diamond
from hand. At this point declarer could have made TWELVE tricks...simply finesse ¥ J and then
re-enter dummy and finesse ¥ 9. With the finesse of # J also working, declarer can get home
with twelve tricks just losing a heart to North's v K. BUT, declarer pursued adifferent line...he
next ruffed adiamond in hand and then played a spade to dummy's# A and ran the ¥ 9 (should
lead v J) to North's v K. North fell from grace by continuing with & 7, declarer playing # 8 from
hand as South produced # 10, thus ensuring that North would still win atrick with ¢ Q, as
declarer won with ¢ A. Declarer, now stuck in his hand, simply cashed ¥ A and then conceded a
trick to South's v Q and North's# Q. Declarer scored ten tricks.

At another table West opened 2 v (Weak)...this hand is way too strong to be treated as a Weak 2.
East raisedto4 v . At thistable North also led # 5 and again South failed to use the Rule of 11
and inserted the # Jwhen declarer played # 3 from dummy. Declarer won with# A, cashed v A
and played another heart, North rising with ¥ K. North now continued with & 7 and declarer,
perhaps not familiar with the Rule of 11, rose with dummy's # K instead of playing # 10 or even
# 8! Declarer discarded her losing diamond on dummy's# K and next played a spade to her ¢ K
and continued with ¥ 10 to South's v Q. South now led ¢ K, declarer winning with dummy's

¢ A. Declarer can now ruff adiamond and finesse#4 Jfor eleven tricks...BUT declarer ruffed a
diamond and played a spade to dummy's# A, thus conceding athird trick to North's¢ Q.
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Saints & Sinners(continued)

At another table West declarer reached 4 v after East responded 2 # and the spade suit was never
mentioned! North made the helpful (for declarer!) lead of ¢ 7 (¢ 2 would be the standard lead
from & Q72), declarer finessing dummy's# Jwhich held the trick. Declare next led ¥ 9 (playing
v Jensuresthat the suit will not be blocked on the second round!) losing to North's v K. North
found the switch to adiamond as South played ¢ 9 from ¢ KQJ109...I would have played ¢ K
leaving partner in NO doubt as to my diamond holding...and declarer's! Declarer next played a
club to her & A and returned a spade to dummy's4 A. Declarer had asimple line for 12
tricks...finesse ¥ J and when it wins then ruff adiamond in hand, cash ¥ A, dropping South's

v Q, and claim twelvetricks! BUT declarer got distracted by the prospect of ruffing aclub in her
hand! She next volunteered a diamond trick to the defense (the diamond loser in her hand could
have been discarded on dummy's# K!). Declarer ruffed the diamond continuation and then
attempted to cash ¢ K, South ruffing with ¥ 6. If North happened to hold v Q, even if stiff at
this stage, then a diamond continuation from South would see the contract defeated as North
would score the ¥ Q by promotion... Sheelagh Mclnerney did continue with ¢ Jand fortunately
for declarer North did not have v Q! Declarer discarded her last spade from hand as she ruffed
with dummy's ¥ J. Declarer next ruffed a club in hand and then cashed ¥ A and two more
trumps to register ten tricks! A poorly thought out plan of play where declarer missed several
opportunities to trim her losers and could have easily scored twelve tricks! Sinner status to
declarer.

At one table East declared 4 4 after South overcalled 2 ¢ . South led ¢ K, declarer winningin
hand. Declarer next played a club to dummy's# A, aspade to her ¢ A and then cashed # K,
discarding dummy's losing diamond. Declarer next led ¥ J, rising with dummy's ¥ A and
continued with a heart to North's ¥ K. North now played a diamond, declarer ruffing in dummy
with & 6. Declarer led another heart, North discarding a club (a diamond might be better) as
declarer ruffed in hand with # 3. Declarer now ruffed a diamond with dummy's# 9 and led v 4,
North discarding # 9 as declarer ruffed with # Jfor her ninth trick. Declarer ruffed a club with
dummy's ¢ K for her tenth trick and then lost the last two tricksto N/S.
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Saints & Sinners(continued)

The successratein 4 v was high...four of five declarers made ten or more tricks. Those who
played in 4 & fared less well with five of fourteen declarers failing to make the contract.

At one table declarer received the lead of ¢ K, declarer winning in hand with ¢ A. Declarer
played a club to dummy's# A and then cashed ¢ K and next played a spadeto his¢ A. Declarer
now finessed v Jlosing to North's v K. North now cashed ¢ Q and then continued with a
diamond forcing declarer to ruff with dummy's last trump. With no means to access his hand to
repeat the heart finesse declarer ultimately finished two down. By playing on clubs declarer has
removed an entry to dummy's hearts in which case a trump will be the only means of accessing
the heart winners after the suit has been established. Cashing 4 K removesthe last likely entry.
After ruffing the diamond return from North, with dummy now down to ¢ K9, declarer needs to
establish the hearts. Onerouteisto cash v A and if ¥ Q doesn't drop then ruff a heart in hand,
hoping that the outstanding heart is with South, or ruff with ¢ Jand hope that North has & Q. If
the ruff of the third heart stands up then declarer can play atrump to dummy's# K and hope that
the trumps break 3-2. If they do, then lead winning hearts forcing whoever has# Q to eventually
ruff whilst still holding ¢ 9 in dummy!

Not all those that bid 44 or 4 v were successful. At one table East responded 2 NT to West's
opening 1 v (14 from East is much better) and West duly declared 4¥ . North led ¢ 7 (MUD),
declarer winning with dummy's ¢ A as South followed with amiserly ¢ 10 instead of playing a
hugely informative ¢ K. Declarer now finessed ¥ 9 to North's ¥ K. North returned a diamond to
South's ¢ J (should have played ¢ 9). South continued with ¢ K, declarer ruffing in hand with

v 4. Declarer has now lost two tricks and needs to be careful! Declare next made the
extraordinary play of leading a small heart from hand, South winning with ¥ Q. [Declarer should
have cashed ¥ A just in case either defender was now holding a stiff ¥ Q'] South continued with
¢ Q, declarer ruffing and then drawing South's last heart. Declarer next cashed # A and then
played a spade to dummy's# A, regjecting the finesse of SJ and essentially playing for a defender
to hold adoubleton ¢ Q! One down. Sinner statusto declarer for poor planning.
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Saints & Sinners(continued)

At another table West Passed as dealer! The West hand iswell worth an opening bid of 1v . East
at thistable opened 1 NT and West used Stayman and unearthed the spade fit and raised East's
24 responseto 44 . South led ¢ K and cashed two top spades and then finessed ¥ J, losing to
North's ¥ K. North continued with adiamond to South's ¢ J. South continued with ¢ Q, declarer
ruffing with dummy's last trump. At this stage dummy has ¥ A10874, & A while declarer holds
& 8 v 9 & K1083. The contract can be made! Declarer can cashv A, ruff ¥ 4 with declarer's

& 8 establishing dummy's remaining hearts as winners and with CA as the entry to enjoy them!
BUT, declarer, having aready lost three tricks, didn't see thisline and instead led a small heart
losing to South's ¥ Q for one down. Concentration isvital! Sinner statusto declarer.

At another table East faced the lead of ¢ K against her 44 contract. Declarer won in hand and
played a club to dummy's # A and then successfully finessed # J. Declarer next cashed # K,
discarding dummy's losing diamond. [At this stage declarer is on course to make twelve
tricks....two routes to home: 1) finesse v J, ruff aclub or diamond return in dummy and then
cash # K and play aspadeto# A in hand and now lead ¥ 9 and overtake with dummy's ¥ 10,
Cash v A, dropping South's v Q and claim! The double-finesse in hearts offers a 75% chance of
success, i.e. that South started with either both missing heart honours or one missing honour.
Alternatively... 2) Cash v A and then ruff a heart with 4 A. Thisworks when hearts break 3-2
and also when trumps break 3-2, both breaks reflecting roughly a 68% chance of success....an
odd number of outstanding cards in asuit islikely to break evenly! After ruffing the third heart
declarer next plays atrump to dummy's# K and then plays winning hearts until North ruffs with
& Q. BUT, declarer took a different route... After ¢ Jwon declarer continued with a spade to
dummy's & K and then cashed ¥ A and continued with another heart, North winning with v K.
North now cashed ¢ Q and should have played a diamond to South's known diamond suit but
actually returned a club without knowing the layout of the club suit! Fortunately (for the defense)
South produced # J, declarer ruffing with dummy's last trump. Declarer also scored another trick
with her # 8 leaving the contract one down! Sinner status to declarer. North's switch to aclub
instead of a diamond could have been very costly if declare held # J. Sinner statusto North.
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Saints & Sinners(continued)

At one table a very interesting situation devel oped toward the end of the hand which offered
declarer arouteto salvation in 4 4 ... Declarer won the diamond lead, played a club to dummy's
& A and then aspade to her # A. Declarer next cashed # K discarding dummy's losing diamond.
Declarer then finessed ¥ Jlosing to North's ¥ K. North now played a diamond, declarer ruffing
in dummy with & 6. Declarer next cashed ¥ A and continued with ¥ 10. Declarer does best to
ruff this and then play a spade to dummy's# K and lead winning hearts until a defender ruffs
with & Q. BUT, declarer discarded a diamond from hand as South won with v Q. At this stage
thisisthe layout: Dummy holds:# K9, v 874 and declarer holds# J83, # 108. North holds

& Q7,¢ 7,% Q9 and South has4 10, ¢ QJ10, % J

South is on lead with N/S having already scored two tricks. If South leads a diamond then
declarer can ruff in hand, play a spade to dummy's4 K and then lead hearts letting North score
her 4 Q whenever she chooses. Contract made. BUT, South found the play of # Jwhich declarer
ruffed with dummy's # 9. The heart suit now appears to be dead... there's no way to draw the
opponents trumps AND get back to dummy to enjoy the winning hearts! BUT, watch what
happened...declarer led ¥ 8 and North ruffed with & 7. If declarer overruffswith ¢ Jand then
plays atrump to dummy's ¢ K, both opponents will follow with their last trumps and dummy's
hearts will take the last two tricks...eleven tricks to declarer! BUT, declarer overruffed withs 8
and South won the trick with ¢ 10. South now continued with ¢ Q, declarer discarding ¥ 4 from
dummy while ruffing in hand with # 3 as North followed with ¢ 7. And all of a sudden declarer
is presented with another opportunity to bring home the contract. At this stage declarer holds 4 J,
& 10 while dummy holds ¢ K, ¥ 8. North holds# Q, # Q. South holds ¢ J10. Very ssimply...
declarer plays# Jto dummy's ¢ K, North's# Q dropping, and dummy's ¥ 8 becomes declarer's
tenth trick! BUT, declare led # 10, ruffing with dummy's 4 K and promoting North's# Q asthe
setting trick. One down! Sinner statusto declarer.

The most important thing that a player can do during the play of a hand, be it as declarer or a
defender, isto THINK!



Board 21 4 Q10987

North Deals v 98762
N-Svul ¢ A2
& 10
s AK N 4 J6543
v KQ10 W E v J3
¢ 865 s ¢+ Q3
& KJ875 & AQ62
& 2
vy A54
¢ KJ10974
& 943

NS3v; EW 448; EW 14 ; NS 1¢ ; Par —130: EW 4&



Board 22 & K106

East Deals v Q109764
E-W Vul + 94
*KQ
o A N & 97432
v J3 WS v K852
¢+ AKQJG6 ¢ 1082
& AJ762 s X
& QJ85
v A
¢ 753
& 109543

EW 5¢ ; EW 2N; EW 2%; EW 14 ; EW 1v; Par —600: EW 5¢
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South Dedls vy K852
Both Vul ¢+ Q96
& J3
s AK N s J73
v AQ10 W v 1643
¢ 7432 ¢+ AK85
& A985 S . K10
4 6542
v 97
¢ J10
& Q7642

EW 4v; EW 3N; EW 5¢ ; EW 24 ; EW 3%; Par —620: EW 4v



Board 24 & 10

West Deals vy KQJ987
None Vul ¢ J
& K7643
s 2 N & AQ975
v A1054 W e v 62
¢ A542 = ¢ Q9863
& A1052 LN
o KJ8643
v 3
¢ K107
& Q98

EW 4¢ ; EW 24 ; EW 1IN; NS2&; NS 1v; Par —130: EW 3¢ +1



