
Greetings! 

Herewith find attached the analysis of selected hands played last Thursday, 12th November 2020, 
in the Tribes Bridge Club BBO IMPs Pairs.

Without a shadow of doubt in my mind I believe that last week's set of hands was the most 
interesting since we started this weekly tournament.  We had 24 tables in play which gave all 
players opportunities to attain Saintly status. But, irrespective of your own performance on the 
individual hands, hopefully you will find the analysis interesting and instructive.  

Two slams in the first three boards! And a couple more later giving N/S three Small Slams in 
total and one Grand Slam for E/W.

And there were several interesting games for both sides with lots of opportunities for players to 
shine, be it as declarer or defender. And you certainly didn't disappoint!      

I have analysed eight hands with Boards#18 and Board#23 each receiving six pages of analysis.

Board#18 is a 4 ♥ by E/W which was fluffed by several declarers despite ten tricks being cold on 
any lead.

Board#23 was a challenging hand for both declarer and the defenders. Three possible contracts 
(3 NT, 4 ♠, 5 ♦) saw a variety of results emerge, several due to misdefense whilst in other cases 
declarer mis-played the hand.  

Board#14 posed severe bidding challenges for E/W which few partnerships surmounted. Lots of 
room for partnership discussion re bidding systems and dealing with hands with high point 
counts!  

Board#3 offered N/S an opportunity to bid a safe 6 ♦ rather than a dodgy 6 NT. Remember, in an 
IMPs competition safety is paramount!
 
As usual, the hands vary in term of complexity and each reflects specific points of interest and 
learning that I couldn't let pass without a comment! Some hands are analysed in more detail than 
others.  And there are lots of Saintly performances by declarers and defenders. And sadly there 
are even more performances that have been awarded Sinner status, even some that earned the 
award of Absolute Sinner status.

Enjoy!

Paul J Scannell
19th November 2020

P.S. Are you aware that you can review your own results, and access MOV files which re-create 
the actual play of every contract played at your table...or indeed any table!



Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

♠ K 4
♥ A K J 10 8
♦ Q 10 9 4 3
♣ J

♠ Q 9 8 7 5 2
♥ Q 6
♦ A 8
♣ 10 7 3

♠ 6
♥ 9
♦ K J 7 6 5 2
♣ K 8 5 4 2

♠ A J 10 3
♥ 7 5 4 3 2
♦ —
♣ A Q 9 6

N

W E

S

NS 7♥; NS 4N; NS 3♠; NS 2♣; NS 1♦; Par +1510: NS 7♥

What a start...6 ♥! Dummy-reversal is an approach to playing a hand where declarer mentally 
plays the hand as if dummy is declarer. Sometimes this can be difficult to visualize. This is a 
good example. When the trumps prove not to be 3-0 declarer should quickly appreciate that the 
route to 12 tricks is quite simple. Forget the diamonds in North's hand...they're a red herring! 
Rather, lets view the South hand as declarer and the North hand as dummy. Then we can quickly 
appreciate that there is a straightforward route to 12 tricks. Cash a second top trump and then 
lead ♣ J, planning to finesse if East plays low. If East covers with ♣ K then win with ♣ A, cash 
♣ Q and ruff a club which promotes ♣ 9 to winner status when ♣ 10 falls on the third round. If 
East does not cover ♣ J then continue by playing ♠ K and continuing with a spade to South's ♠ A 
noting that East shows out on the second spade. Now we can lead ♠ J and let it run if West does 
not cover, or ruff in the South hand if West does cover. Again the ♠ 10 is now promoted. That 
also leaves two trumps in the South hand which can be used to ruff ♣ Q96 in the North hand. As 
it turns out declarer should make all thirteen tricks but will be relieved to make just 12! The 
important issue on this hand is to ignore the diamond suit. Treat the hand as a dummy-reversal!

Saints & Sinners

The hand was played in hearts at all 24 tables with only 4 pairs bidding the Small Slam of which 
only three declarers were successful! At one table North opened 1 ♥, South bid 4 ♦, a Splinter 
bid promising a singleton or void diamond with good heart support, and a hand interested in a 
heart slam. North bid 4 NT and South bid 5 ♠ showing two of the five aces and the queen of 
trumps. In this case South's five hearts equated to the ♥ Q. North bid 6 ♥. East led her singleton 
♠ 6 and declarer should have played North's ♠ J to guarantee three spade tricks but instead rose 
with dummy's ♠ A. Declarer next cashed ♣ A and then ruffed a club in hand, thus spurning the 
guaranteed option of a second club trick (lead ♣ J and finesse OR even play a club to South's 
♣ J!). Declarer next ruffed a diamond in dummy and then played a spade to her ♠ K which East 
ruffed! East continued with a diamond, declarer ruffing in dummy as West followed with ♦ A. 
Declarer next cashed two top hearts and then led ♦ 9, covered by East's ♦ J as declarer ruffed 
with dummy's last heart. Declarer continued with ♠ J which West failed to cover as declarer 
discarded a diamond from hand. Declarer then ruffed ♠ 10 but could not avoid losing her ♦ Q to 
East's ♦ K for one down! Sinner status to North.



Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

♠ K 4
♥ A K J 10 8
♦ Q 10 9 4 3
♣ J

♠ Q 9 8 7 5 2
♥ Q 6
♦ A 8
♣ 10 7 3

♠ 6
♥ 9
♦ K J 7 6 5 2
♣ K 8 5 4 2

♠ A J 10 3
♥ 7 5 4 3 2
♦ —
♣ A Q 9 6

N

W E

S

NS 7♥; NS 4N; NS 3♠; NS 2♣; NS 1♦; Par +1510: NS 7♥

Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table North opened 1 ♥, South responded 1 ♠ and North re-bid 3 ♦ (I prefer 2 ♦ 
rather than 3 ♦ where I hold a weak hand and only a doubleton in partner's suit). South now bid 
4 NT (Regular Blackwood) and North showed one ace with 5 ♦. South now bid 6 ♥.  East led 
♠ 6 and declarer played dummy's ♠ J. West made the silly play of covering with ♠ Q...Why 
silly? Look at the lead, look at dummy and tell me what kind of spade holding East must have? 
East has either a singleton leaving declarer with ♠ K4 or a doubleton leaving declarer with a 
singleton ♠ K. Either way, covering ♠ J with ♠ Q benefits nobody except declarer! Declarer next 
ruffed a diamond in dummy and then cashed two top hearts. Declarer then led ♣ J, covered by 
East's ♣ K, declarer winning with dummy's ♣ A. Declarer next ruffed a club in hand and then 
ruffed a diamond in dummy. Now declarer cashed ♠ AJ and ♣ Q, dropping West's ♣ 10 and thus 
promoting dummy's ♣ 9 as a winner. But declarer ruffed ♣ 9 and then ruffed her last diamond 
with dummy's last trump. Declarer then ruffed dummy's last spade with declarer's last trump. 
Well done Frank Davey...Saintly status awarded.

At another table North opened 1 ♥ and East overcalled 2 ♦. South didn't hide behind the bushes 
and bid 4 NT (RKCB) to which North replied with 5 ♥ (Two of the five aces, without the trump 
Queen). South then blasted 6 ♥. At this table East also led ♠ 6 and declarer played ♠ J from 
dummy...and West, normally a bright little spark, erred by playing ♠ Q...not that it actually 
mattered...but it could have, particularly if declarer had a singleton ♠ K! Declarer next cashed 
♥ A and then led ♣ J, East covering with ♣ K, declarer winning with dummy's ♣ A. Declarer 
now played a second top heart, ruffed a diamond in dummy and then cashed ♠ AJ and next 
ruffed ♠ 3 in hand. Declarer next ruffed a diamond with dummy's second last trump. Declarer 
then ruffed a club with declarer's second last heart, and followed up with a diamond ruff with 
dummy's last trump and then a club ruff with declarer's last trump. Thirteen tricks and Saintly 
status to Bridie.



Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

♠ K 4
♥ A K J 10 8
♦ Q 10 9 4 3
♣ J

♠ Q 9 8 7 5 2
♥ Q 6
♦ A 8
♣ 10 7 3

♠ 6
♥ 9
♦ K J 7 6 5 2
♣ K 8 5 4 2

♠ A J 10 3
♥ 7 5 4 3 2
♦ —
♣ A Q 9 6

N

W E

S

NS 7♥; NS 4N; NS 3♠; NS 2♣; NS 1♦; Par +1510: NS 7♥

Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table North declared 6 ♥ after South introduced Gerber. East led a small diamond, 
declarer ruffing in dummy. Declarer next played a spade to her hand and then ruffed another 
diamond and played a heart to ♥ A. Declarer next led ♣ J, East covering with ♣ K as declarer 
won with dummy's ♣ A. A trump to ♥ K followed by a spade to dummy's ♠ A, East discarding a 
diamond was followed by ♣ Q and ♣ 9 (should have been ♣ 6) ruffed in hand as West followed 
with ♣ 10. Declarer next led ♦ 10 covered by East's ♦ J and ruffed in dummy. Declarer then 
ruffed dummy's last club in hand and duly conceded ♦ Q to East's ♦ K for twelve tricks, which 
should have been thirteen!

At all other tables the contract was played at the 4 or 5 level with declarers emerging with 11, 12 
or 13 tricks depending on the play and defense.

Interesting to note that only TWO East players wheeled out the Unusual No-Trump (showing at 
least 5/5 in the minors) over North's 1 ♥ opening bid. While neither suit is a thing of beauty the 
Andrew Robson (English International player and leading UK Bridge Teacher) saying comes to 
mind...'6-5 come alive', meaning with eleven cards in two suits...BID! However if East could see 
all four hands I think he/she would be happier to Pass! You will note that in the list of makeable 
contracts above, 2 ♣ by N/S and 1 ♦by N/S are shown! At one of the two tables where East bid 
2 NT partner subsequently bid 5 ♣! If N/S can score eight tricks in clubs that means that E/W can 
make FIVE tricks resulting in a SIX trick defeat if the contract was Doubled, i.e. -1400! 

Google Unusual NT if you want to know more about this Bidding Convention...and while you're 
at it Google Michaels and Ghestem, two other Conventions that enable the bidder to show 
various two suiter combinations after the opponents have opened the bidding. 



Board 2
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ 7 5 4
♥ 6 3 2
♦ A K 9
♣ A J 9 8

♠ K Q J 10 8 6
♥ A J 7 5 4
♦ 8
♣ K

♠ 2
♥ Q
♦ Q J 10 7 6 5
♣ 7 6 5 4 3

♠ A 9 3
♥ K 10 9 8
♦ 4 3 2
♣ Q 10 2

N

W E

S

NS 1N; EW 1♠; NS 1♦; NS 1♣; Par +90: NS 1N



Board 3
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ K 8 7 2
♥ A Q J 10
♦ A K J 9
♣ J

♠ A 5 4 3
♥ 9 8 4
♦ 6
♣ 10 8 4 3 2

♠ Q 10 9 6
♥ 7 6 3
♦ 8 7 5 2
♣ 6 5

♠ J
♥ K 5 2
♦ Q 10 4 3
♣ A K Q 9 7

N

W E

S

NS 6N; NS 6♥; NS 6♦; NS 5♣; NS 3♠; Par +990: NS 6N

6 ♦ is a safe contract. 6 NT by North is also a safe contract. 6 NT by South is an awful contract 
because a spade lead by West leaves declarer with a decision as to what to play from dummy at 
trick one. If declarer plays ♠ K and East has ♠ A then the defense could possibly take the first 
five tricks. IMPs is all about being safe! 6 NT by South is anything BUT safe! If South opens 1 ♣ 
then North should bid 1 ♦...North can always bid hearts or spades later in the auction WITHOUT 
distorting his shape. BUT, responding 1 ♥ or even 1 ♠ and then bidding diamonds will suggest 5 
cards in the major and 4 (or more cards in diamonds). If North responds 1 ♦ then South can re-
bid 3 ♦. North can then use Blackwood (preferably Roman Keycard Blackwood - five ace 
Blackwood) and should settle in 6 ♦. The play is straightforward, and if East does not lead a 
spade then declarer can play for thirteen tricks by ruffing a club in the North hand BEFORE 
drawing trumps. If defending a slam on a non spade lead, West needs to be careful not to discard 
a club which could see declarer score 13 tricks via 4 hearts, 4 diamonds, 5 clubs. This is much 
easier to do if the South hand is dummy. As East I would discard my two small clubs ASAP, 
showing my doubleton in the process, and thus alerting East to the club layout. 

Saints & Sinners
At one table East led ♣ 6 against North's 4 ♥ (Sinner status to N/S for their bidding), declarer 
playing ♣ 7 from dummy, and West made the careless and costly play of ♣ 10, thus promoting 
dummy's ♣ 9 as declarer's 13th trick!!! Always play the lowest necessary card...here West should 
have played ♣ 8! Sinner status to West.

At another able South opened 1 ♣, North bid 1 ♦, and South incorrectly re-bid 2 ♣ instead of 
3 ♦. North now made an underbid of 3 NT when she could have made a forcing bid of 2 ♥ 
(showing 4 or more diamonds and at least 4 hearts) and suggesting a strong hand. South will 
surely now support diamonds although it would have been much better to bid 3 ♦ on the 
previous round. Supporting diamonds at this stage may promise only 3 card support! East led 
♠ 10 from her interior sequence of ♠ Q1096, West rising with ♠ A and returning a spade to 
declarer's ♠ K. Declarer cashed ♣ J, played a diamond to dummy and then cashed ♣ AKQ...and 
♣ 9, West gratefully winning with ♣ 10 and then playing a spade to partner's ♠ Q9. Nine tricks to 
declarer and Sinner status for lack of concentration. Sinner status also to N/S for poor bidding 
and for missing the Small Slam.



Board 3
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ K 8 7 2
♥ A Q J 10
♦ A K J 9
♣ J

♠ A 5 4 3
♥ 9 8 4
♦ 6
♣ 10 8 4 3 2

♠ Q 10 9 6
♥ 7 6 3
♦ 8 7 5 2
♣ 6 5

♠ J
♥ K 5 2
♦ Q 10 4 3
♣ A K Q 9 7

N

W E

S

NS 6N; NS 6♥; NS 6♦; NS 5♣; NS 3♠; Par +990: NS 6N

Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table  South opened 1 ♣ and North incorrectly bid 1 ♥ instead of 1 ♦ (it might be 
appropriate to bid 1 ♥ instead if 1 ♦ on a hand where you may not get a chance to bid again, i.e. 
a weak hand with less than 10 hcp).  But that's not an issue on this hand! And then South 
confused matters further with a rebid of 4 ♥, suggesting a hand of 18-20 hcp and with 4 or more 
hearts!!!! With the North hand I would have bid 8♥!!! As it was, North had a 'Senior moment' 
and Passed!!! East led ♠ 10 from her interior sequence of ♠ Q1096, West rising with ♠ A and 
returning a spade to declarer's ♠ K. Declarer cashed ♣ J, played a diamond to dummy and then 
cashed ♣ AKQ...and ♣ 9, West gratefully winning with ♣ 10 and then playing a spade to 
partner's ♠ Q9. Nine tricks to declarer and Sinner status for lack of concentration. Sinner status 
also to N/S for poor bidding and for missing the Small Slam.

At another table South opened 1 ♣ and re-bid 2 ♣ in response to North's 1 ♥. North now made an 
underbid of 3 NT.  East led a diamond and declarer cashed four diamonds ending in dummy. 
Carol Lawless (West) made no mistake and discarded a heart and two small spades whilst 
carefully retaining her ♣ 10.  West subsequently discarded her ♣ 10 on the fourth round of hearts 
and took the last trick with her ♠ A. Saintly status to Carol. Sinner status to N/S for a poor 
bidding sequence that saw then miss the Small Slam.



Board 4
West Deals
Both Vul

♠ 9 6 4
♥ K J 9 8 3 2
♦ A 3
♣ J 4

♠ K 3 2
♥ A
♦ 9 6 2
♣ K Q 10 8 6 5

♠ A Q J 8 7 5
♥ 10 5
♦ K 10
♣ 9 7 3

♠ 10
♥ Q 7 6 4
♦ Q J 8 7 5 4
♣ A 2

N

W E

S

EW 5♠; NS 3♥; EW 4♣; EW 1N; NS 2♦; Par −650: EW 5♠

E/W can make 5 ♠...but will they bid it if N/S sacrifice in 5 ♥ which is only 2 down, a good 
save, even if Doubled, against 5 ♠. If West opens 1 ♣ then some North's may bid 2 ♥ (Weak). 
East will compete in spades and some South's will exert maximum pressure by bidding 4 ♥. If 
South only bids 3 ♥ then West should bid 3 ♠. If East bids 3 ♠ then West can raise to 4 ♠.

Saints & Sinners

At one table West opened 1 ♣, North bid 2 ♥, East bid 3 ♠ and South bid 4 ♥. West bid 4 ♠ 
which was passed back to South who now bid 5 ♥. East Doubled and led ♠ A and surveyed 
dummy...and duly found one of the only two continuations to let out the contract. East played 
♦ K at trick two and declarer duly wrapped up eleven tricks. There is a total lack of logic to 
East's play at trick two. Firstly, there is nowhere for any of dummy's losing diamonds to 
disappear. Secondly, there is the possibility of declarer's losing clubs to disappear on dummy's 
diamonds, all the more reason NOT to play a diamond and rather to switch to a club. Thirdly, 
switching to ♦ K is a) dangerous in so far as North may hold ♦ A, b) cannot produce an extra 
trick via a ruff... even if partner holds ♦ Axx, then declarer holds a doubleton and will ruff high 
and draw trumps and then discard clubs on dummy's diamond winners! BTW, the other 
continuation to let out  5 ♥x is ♦ 10! Sinner status to East who is normally a thoughtful player.   

Sinner status to the E/W pair at another table who allowed N/S to play in 5 ♥ UNDOUBLED. 
The contract was defeated by two tricks for +200 to E/W, a poor return when 5 ♠ produces +650 
and even 5 ♥x-2 would generate +500.

Sinner status to the two E/W pairs who let their opponents play in 4 ♥. At one of these tables 
West opened 1 ♣ and North overcalled 2 ♥. East simply bid 2 ♠...3 ♠ would have been better. 
South umped the ante with a pre-emptive raise to 4 ♥ which was Passed out. Saintly status to 
Margaret (South). 

At one table West opened 2 ♣ alerted as 11-15 with a club suit. North failed to bid 2 ♥ and East 
bid 2 ♠ which was Passed out. Declarer made ten tricks. Perhaps a failure for the Strong Club 
system on this occasion when most other E/W pairs reached 4S? Sinner status to North.



Board 4
West Deals
Both Vul

♠ 9 6 4
♥ K J 9 8 3 2
♦ A 3
♣ J 4

♠ K 3 2
♥ A
♦ 9 6 2
♣ K Q 10 8 6 5

♠ A Q J 8 7 5
♥ 10 5
♦ K 10
♣ 9 7 3

♠ 10
♥ Q 7 6 4
♦ Q J 8 7 5 4
♣ A 2

N

W E

S

EW 5♠; NS 3♥; EW 4♣; EW 1N; NS 2♦; Par −650: EW 5♠

Saints & Sinners

At four tables South led ♣ A thus gifting declarer twelve tricks. Sinner status to the four Souths 
who should have led a heart and subsequently switched to a diamond after winning ♣ A.  

At four other tables East declared 4 ♠ after N/S competed to 4 ♥. South led a heart, dummy's 
♥ A winning. All declarers secured a heart ruff in dummy and next cashed dummy's ♠ K and 
then led ♣ K, South winning with ♣ A. South continued with a heart, declarer ruffing, drawing 
North's last trump and then playing clubs, discarding two losing diamonds from hand. Twelve 
tricks to declarer. South, being conscious of dummy's clubs, should have switched to a diamond 
after winning ♣ A. Also, as declarer, it is better to lead clubs TOWARDS dummy rather than 
FROM dummy. A singleton ♣ A with South would have brought about an entirely different 
result. Declarer could have overtaken ♠ K with ♠ A, cashed ♠ Q and then played a club towards 
dummy. If South ducks then declarer can lead a diamond towards ♦ K10 and if ♦ K wins can 
then lead another club towards dummy. At worse, declarer will lose 2 diamonds and hopefully 
just one club [If North holds ♣ AJx then declarer will also lose two clubs ...but then South might 
have led a singleton club, apart from which declarer cannot do anything about it if that is the 
actual layout. In some respects the four declarers got lucky that clubs broke 2-2.]

At one table East declared 4 ♠ after N/S competed to 3 ♥. South led a heart to dummy's ♥ A. 
Declarer played a spade to hand, ruffed her second heart in dummy and then cashed ♠ K. 
Declarer next continued with ♣ K, South winning with ♣ A. South played ♥ Q and for some 
strange reason declarer discarded ♦ 10 instead of ruffing! South continued with another heart 
which declarer ruffed. Declarer was still safe for eleven tricks...draw North's last trump and cash 
dummy's clubs, discarding ♦ K from hand. BUT, declarer played on clubs and North ruffed the 
third round and cashed ♦ A for one down! Sinner status to declarer for lack of concentration!

At another table West opened 1 ♣, North bid 2 ♥ (Weak), East bid 2 ♠, South bid 3 ♥ and West 
bid 3 ♠...and that was Passed out. Sinner status to East for not bidding 4 ♠ after partner had 
made a FREE BID of 3 ♠. East's hand is better than the 10 hcp reflected by the actual high-
cards... a good 6 card suit, 2 doubletons, 3 card support for opener's first bid suit. 



Board 5
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ 9 8
♥ A J 9 7 5 4
♦ K 10 5
♣ K 3

♠ K J 7 2
♥ K 8
♦ A Q J
♣ A Q 8 7

♠ Q 6 4 3
♥ Q 6 2
♦ 6 4
♣ J 10 9 4

♠ A 10 5
♥ 10 3
♦ 9 8 7 3 2
♣ 6 5 2

N

W E

S

EW 3♠; EW 3♣; EW 1N; NS 1♥; NS 1♦; Par −140: EW 1♠+2



Board 6
East Deals
E-W Vul

♠ A 10 6 2
♥ —
♦ Q 10 3
♣ Q J 10 9 4 2

♠ K J 9 8 3
♥ Q 10 7 6
♦ J 6 4
♣ K

♠ Q
♥ 9 8 5 4 3
♦ A 8 7 2
♣ A 8 5

♠ 7 5 4
♥ A K J 2
♦ K 9 5
♣ 7 6 3

N

W E

S

EW 2♥; S 1N; NS 2♣; W 1♠; EW 1♦; Par −100: S 2N×−1; 
NS 3♣×−1



Board 7
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ J 10 4
♥ A 10 8 6
♦ Q 10 9
♣ A K 4

♠ A 2
♥ 4 2
♦ A 5 2
♣ Q 9 8 6 5 3

♠ K 9
♥ K Q J 9 7 3
♦ K
♣ J 10 7 2

♠ Q 8 7 6 5 3
♥ 5
♦ J 8 7 6 4 3
♣ —

N

W E

S

E 4♥; NS 3♠; W 3♥; EW 4♣; EW 2N; NS 3♦; Par −200: NS 4♠×−1



Board 8
West Deals
None Vul

♠ 5 3 2
♥ 10 8 3
♦ Q J 10 9 3
♣ 7 6

♠ A 4
♥ K Q J 9 4
♦ 8 5 2
♣ J 8 4

♠ J 10 9 8
♥ A 7
♦ A K 4
♣ 10 9 5 2

♠ K Q 7 6
♥ 6 5 2
♦ 7 6
♣ A K Q 3

N

W E

S

EW 3N; EW 3♥; EW 3♣; EW 1♠; N 1♦; Par −400: EW 3N



Board 9
North Deals
E-W Vul

♠ J 8
♥ A Q J 7 2
♦ Q 10 6 3
♣ 3 2

♠ Q 10 7 3
♥ 9 8 6
♦ A J 4 2
♣ A 7

♠ K 9 5 2
♥ K 10 4
♦ 9
♣ K 10 8 5 4

♠ A 6 4
♥ 5 3
♦ K 8 7 5
♣ Q J 9 6

N

W E

S

EW 3♠; EW 1N; EW 2♣; NS 1♦; Par −140: EW 2♠+1



Board 10
East Deals
Both Vul

♠ A Q 4
♥ J 9 8 3
♦ Q J 8 5 3
♣ 7

♠ J 10 8 5 3
♥ A 4
♦ A 7
♣ A Q 5 2

♠ 9 7 6 2
♥ Q
♦ 9 6 4 2
♣ J 9 4 3

♠ K
♥ K 10 7 6 5 2
♦ K 10
♣ K 10 8 6

N

W E

S

NS 4♥; NS 3N; EW 2♠; NS 3♦; EW 1♣; Par +500: EW 4♠×−2



Board 11
South Deals
None Vul

♠ A 7 5
♥ Q 9 6 5 2
♦ K 7 4
♣ K 7

♠ 10 9 6 3 2
♥ 8
♦ 9 8
♣ 10 9 6 5 2

♠ K Q J
♥ J 10 4
♦ Q 10 6 5 2
♣ J 3

♠ 8 4
♥ A K 7 3
♦ A J 3
♣ A Q 8 4

N

W E

S

NS 6N; NS 6♥; NS 4♦; NS 2♠; NS 3♣; Par +990: NS 6N

Both 6 NT and 6 ♥ by N/S are makeable contracts. But 6 ♥ is my recommended contract. I don't 
fancy 6 NT on a spade lead. In fact 6 NT is dependent on a finesse of ♦ J whereas 6 ♥ is not 
dependent on anything other than that hearts do not break 4-0! South will likely open 1 ♣ and 
North will bid 1 ♥. South should now bid 4 ♥ although some might be tempted to bid 3 ♥...the 
South hand is rich in controls, i.e. Aces and Kings, and also features a doubleton small spade. 
Note that South should not deny the heart fit by re-bidding 2 NT simply to show 17-18 hcp or 18-
19 hcp depending on bidding system. North also has a good hand which improves when South 
shows support for hearts. South's fifth heart and controls in the side suits make it very suitable to 
move forward to the small slam in hearts. 

Securing twelve tricks in hearts is straightforward...Win any lead, draw three rounds of trumps 
and then discard ♦ 4 from hand on dummy's ♣ Q, concede a spade and then ruff a spade in 
dummy. The hand can also be played in dummy-reversal mode. Win any lead and draw three 
rounds of trumps. Cash three top clubs, discarding ♦ 4 from hand and then ruff dummy's fourth 
club in hand and subsequently ruff dummy's third diamond in hand. Declarer concedes a spade to 
the opponents.

Saints & Sinners

Sinner status to the various Souths who rebid 2 NT, presumably to show their points, instead of 
re-bidding 4 ♥ which would have shown the same points while also confirming the heart fit! 

One N/S pair bid 6 NT. South opened 1 ♣, North responded 1 ♥ and South re-bid 2 NT, 
presumably to show his 'points'. North now bid 4 ♣ (Gerber?) and South bid 4 ♥ and North then 
jumped to 6 NT. The lucky position of ♦ Q saw the contract home. Sinner status to N/S for 
bidding the inferior 6 NT rather than the much safer 6 ♥.  

Eight N/S pairs reached 6 ♥

Two other pairs played in 3 NT, one making 13 tricks and the other making 12 tricks, the latter 
being achieved through a mis-defense.



Board 11
South Deals
None Vul

♠ A 7 5
♥ Q 9 6 5 2
♦ K 7 4
♣ K 7

♠ 10 9 6 3 2
♥ 8
♦ 9 8
♣ 10 9 6 5 2

♠ K Q J
♥ J 10 4
♦ Q 10 6 5 2
♣ J 3

♠ 8 4
♥ A K 7 3
♦ A J 3
♣ A Q 8 4

N

W E

S

NS 6N; NS 6♥; NS 4♦; NS 2♠; NS 3♣; Par +990: NS 6N

Saints & Sinners (continued)

Eight N/S pairs reached 6 ♥. Saintly status to John & Liam, Peggy & Angela, Margaret & 
Miriam, Frank & Anne, May & Anne, Bridie & Mary, Murt & Kay. In most case the 
bidding started with South opening 1 ♣ and North responded 1 ♥. South now bid 4 ♥ and North 
then checked for aces before settling for 6 ♥.  BUT two auctions took an unusual development: 
South opened 1 ♣, North bid 1 ♥ and South re-bid 4 ♣ (presumably intended as Gerber). My 
question is why should South wheel out Gerber when North may only have 6 hcp. North's 
response of 1 ♥ promises nothing more than 4+ hearts and 6+ high card points. South has no 
reason AT THIS STAGE, to think that a slam is a possibility. On the other hand, if South rebids 
4 ♥ then North will have good reason to think about a Slam.    

At one table South opened 1 ♣, North responded 1 ♥, South re-bid 4 ♥ and North wheeled out 
4 NT and South bid 5 ♠ and North settled for 6 ♥. A good bidding sequence...Saintly status to 
Frank and Mary. Unfortunately the play took an odd direction towards the end of the hand! 
Declarer won the spade lead and drew three rounds of trumps. Declarer then played three top 
clubs discarding ♦ 4 from hand. Declarer next played a spade, East winning. East switched to a 
diamond, declarer winning in hand with ♦ K.  Declarer, now holds ♠ 7, ♥ 96, ♦ 7 whilst dummy 
holds ♥ 7, ♦ AJ, ♣ 8. Declarer is still on target for twelve tricks by the simple route of ruffing 
♠ 7 with dummy's ♥ 7. BUT, declarer played ♠ 7 and discarded ♦ A instead of ruffing!!! To me, 
this has all the hallmarks of a mis-click and is a typical example of a situation where declarer 
should have requested an UNDO. For what ever reason, an UNDO did not happen (maybe it 
wasn't requested?) and the Robot in the East seat duly cashed ♦ Q for a two trick defeat. An 
unfair result.

N.B. Please note that if there is agreement from both sides at a table then a request can be 
made to the Director to adjust a score where it is deemed appropriate to so do. Any score 
can be adjusted up to 20 minutes after the competition ends!

At two tables where declarer played 4 ♥, West discarded 2 clubs, despite dummy clearly visible 
with ♣ AQ84, and as a result declarer duly scored all thirteen tricks. Sinner status to both Wests.



Board 12
West Deals
N-S Vul

♠ 9 7 3 2
♥ 8 4
♦ Q J 5
♣ 8 7 3 2

♠ 10 4
♥ K J 7 5
♦ 9 8 4 3 2
♣ K 5

♠ K J 8
♥ 9 6 2
♦ A 10 6
♣ Q J 10 6

♠ A Q 6 5
♥ A Q 10 3
♦ K 7
♣ A 9 4

N

W E

S

E 1N; NS 1♠; EW 1♥; EW 1♦; Par −90: E 1N



Board 13
North Deals
Both Vul

♠ A Q 9 4
♥ 7
♦ 10 9 8 6 5
♣ J 4 2

♠ 8 5
♥ K Q J 10 9 6 5
♦ Q J
♣ K 7

♠ 10 7 6 2
♥ 3
♦ A K 4 3
♣ Q 9 6 5

♠ K J 3
♥ A 8 4 2
♦ 7 2
♣ A 10 8 3

N

W E

S

EW 3♥; NS 2♠; NS 2♦; NS 1♣; Par −140: EW 3♥



Board 14
East Deals
None Vul

♠ 9 4 3
♥ Q 7 6 4 2
♦ 8
♣ Q 5 4 3

♠ A Q
♥ A K
♦ K J 5 3
♣ A K J 10 8

♠ 6 2
♥ 8 5 3
♦ A Q 10 9 7 6
♣ 9 2

♠ K J 10 8 7 5
♥ J 10 9
♦ 4 2
♣ 7 6

N

W E

S

EW 7♦; EW 6N; EW 6♣; EW 2♥; EW 1♠; Par −1440: EW 7♦

I think it was just last week when I suggested that partnerships should investigate a bidding 
structure that allows them to show ranges of high-card points via step sequences... and low and 
behold this hand comes along! 7 ♦ is a good contract but 7 NT is not! Bidding will be 
challenging at the best of times but with South opening a Weak 2 ♠ or even overcalling in 
spades, some E/W partnerships might have difficulty in reaching even a Small Slam. 

Saints & Sinners

At one table West opened 2 ♦ which she alerted as showing 20-24 hcp. This was followed by 
three Passes! Time for E/W to discuss their 2 level openings!

At another table South opened 2 ♠ (Weak) and that was Passed out. Declarer made seven tricks 
and scored a whopping 10.74 imps. Sinner status to West.

At one table E/W played 5 ♦+1 and at fourteen other tables E/W contracted the NT game, 
making 11, 12 or 13 tricks. NOTE...on any lead TWELVE tricks are iron-clad. On a non-spade 
lead, win and cash six diamonds discarding ♠ Q and a club. Next play on clubs. Declarer will 
score 1 spade, 2 hearts, 6 diamonds, 3 clubs. On a spade lead declarer wins and cashes diamonds 
and then plays on clubs, scoring 2 spades, 2 hearts, 6 diamonds, 2 clubs. Sinner status to the two 
declarers who only made eleven tricks.

At one table East opened 2 ♦ (Weak 2 in diamonds) and West bid 2 NT (forcing?). East re-bid 
3 ♦ and West bid 3 NT. West should have listened her partner's bidding! East is showing a six 
card suit in which West holds ♦ KJ53!!! West's hand is H U G E opposite a known six card 
diamond suit. West should have used Blackwood and bid at least 6 ♦. Sinner status to West.

At another table South opened 2 ♠ (Weak) and West Doubled. East bid 3 ♦ and West simply bid 
3 NT. Again, West's hand is H U G E when partner bids diamonds. West should have moved 
forward and should certainly have reached 6 ♦. Sinner status to West.



Board 14
East Deals
None Vul

♠ 9 4 3
♥ Q 7 6 4 2
♦ 8
♣ Q 5 4 3

♠ A Q
♥ A K
♦ K J 5 3
♣ A K J 10 8

♠ 6 2
♥ 8 5 3
♦ A Q 10 9 7 6
♣ 9 2

♠ K J 10 8 7 5
♥ J 10 9
♦ 4 2
♣ 7 6

N

W E

S

EW 7♦; EW 6N; EW 6♣; EW 2♥; EW 1♠; Par −1440: EW 7♦

Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another tables West opened 2 ♦ (described as 'strong') and East relayed with 2 ♥. West now 
re-bid 3 NT. Surely in this sequence 3 NT, as opposed to 2 NT, means something specific? E/W 
should discuss these sequences.

At another tables West opened 2 ♣ and East relayed with 2 ♦. West now re-bid 3 NT. Surely in 
this sequence 3 NT, as opposed to 2 NT, means something specific? Topic for discussion.

At three tables South opened 2 ♠ (Weak) and West bid 3 NT. Do the partnerships have an 
understanding as to what this bid shows as opposed to overcalling 2 NT? An opportunity for 
discussion and reaching a partnership agreement?

At one table South opened 2 ♠ (Weak) and West Doubled. East now bid 2 NT, which was alerted 
as commanding partner to bid 3 ♣ over which presumably East would bid 3 ♦ to play. This is 
knows as Lebensohl and allows East to show a WEAK hand with 5+ diamonds whereas bidding 
3 ♦ directly opposite partner's Takeout Double would show a stronger hand (8+ hcp). This is a 
very useful gadget and can be used in a variety of bidding sequences other than this one!  At the 
table West was now faced with a problem...if she simply bid 3 ♣ it was possible that partner, 
with five (or even just 4) clubs might Pass. To cope with this scenario West bid 4 ♣. East now 
showed his diamonds and bid 4 ♦ and West bid 4 NT which was Passed. The sequence is 
interesting because the partnership had a slight misunderstanding. West thought her 4 ♣ was 
Gerber and that East's 4 ♦ showed no Ace. Whereas East thought West's 4 ♣ was natural (and 
clearly very strong) and his 4 ♦ was natural. West bid 4 NT to play and East also thought it was 
to play and Passed. The partnership DID have an agreement re the use of Gerber...4♣ would be 
Gerber EXCEPT where the previous NT was NOT natural, as in this case. The partnership have 
since discussed the hand and re-confirmed their understanding re the use of 4 ♣.   I might also 
add that this partnership DOES have an arrangement to show the following point-count ranges: 
19-21; 22-24;25-26;27-28. Well done to Marlene & Michael OConnor. And Saintly status is 
awarded for a well structured sequence on this hand albeit that the little misunderstanding 
deprived them of reaching the right spot which they deserved.   



Board 14
East Deals
None Vul

♠ 9 4 3
♥ Q 7 6 4 2
♦ 8
♣ Q 5 4 3

♠ A Q
♥ A K
♦ K J 5 3
♣ A K J 10 8

♠ 6 2
♥ 8 5 3
♦ A Q 10 9 7 6
♣ 9 2

♠ K J 10 8 7 5
♥ J 10 9
♦ 4 2
♣ 7 6

N

W E

S

EW 7♦; EW 6N; EW 6♣; EW 2♥; EW 1♠; Par −1440: EW 7♦

Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another tables South opened 2 ♦ (Multi 2 ♦ most commonly a weak 2 in a major or else a 
strong hand). West overcalled 2 NT (what did this show and what would 3 NT have shown?). 
East bid 3 ♦ (Natural?) and West simply bid 3 NT. Surely if 3 ♦ is natural then West should 
move forward and eventually reach the diamond slam. E/W clearly need to discuss this type of 
sequence in particular the overcalls of 2 NT and 3 NT. Sinner status to West who should have 
taken stronger action particularly when partner bid 3 ♦.

At another table East opened 2 ♦ (Weak 2 in diamonds) and South overcalled 2 ♠. West made 
the GROSS underbid of 3 NT when she knows that partner has a six card diamond suit. West 
should have moved forward to at least a Small Slam in either diamonds or NT. Sinner status to 
West.

At another table South opened 2 ♠ (Weak) and West doubled. East bid 3 ♦ and West simply bid 
3 NT. West should have made some forward move over East's 3 ♦ bid and 6 ♦ could have been 
reached. Sinner status to West.

At one table the bidding was short, sweet, and to the point! East opened 2 ♦ (Weak) South 
Passed and West bid 6 ♦. Saintly status to Ali (East) and Marion (West).

At another table, East and South Passed and West opened 2 ♦ (Strong hand). East bid 3 ♦ and 
South now came to life with 3 ♠. West Doubled and East pulled it to 4 ♦. West raised to 6 ♦. 
Saintly status to Clare & Isabel. 3 ♠x would have been 3 light for a cost of -500 to N/S.

At another table South opened 2 ♠ (Weak), West Doubled and East bid 3 ♦. West re-bid 3 NT 
and East bid 4 ♦. 4 NT from West saw East show one Ace and West settled in 6 ♦. Saintly 
status to Patsy O'Flynn & Marian Walsh

Orla's digital partner opened 2 ♦ (Weak), South overcalled 2 ♠, and Orla bid 6 ♦. Saintly status 
to Orla.



Board 14
East Deals
None Vul

♠ 9 4 3
♥ Q 7 6 4 2
♦ 8
♣ Q 5 4 3

♠ A Q
♥ A K
♦ K J 5 3
♣ A K J 10 8

♠ 6 2
♥ 8 5 3
♦ A Q 10 9 7 6
♣ 9 2

♠ K J 10 8 7 5
♥ J 10 9
♦ 4 2
♣ 7 6

N

W E

S

EW 7♦; EW 6N; EW 6♣; EW 2♥; EW 1♠; Par −1440: EW 7♦

Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another tables South opened 2 ♠ (Weak), West overcalled 3 NT. East bid 5 ♦ and West now 
bid 6 NT. Saintly status to Kevin (West) and Mary (East) Moylan.

At one table, East opened 2 ♦ (Weak) and West jumped to 6 NT. Saintly status to Louise (West) 
and Clodagh (East).

And then there was this table... East opened 2 ♦ (Weak) and South overcalled with 2 ♠ (Weak). 
West bid 4 ♣ (Gerber?...not alerted!!!). East showed her Ace and West now enquired about 
kings. West responded 5 ♦, denying a king, and West next bid 7 NT.  West would have received 
the accolade of most exalted saintly status if she had bid 7 ♦ but instead receives Sinner status 
for bidding 7 NT. First of all 7 NT cannot make on its own merits! Declarer has a losing club! It 
made simply because of a misdefense! North ignored partner's overcall and led ♥ 4 As it turns 
out this should have been a saving grace...we'll return to this later. South contributed ♥ J and 
declarer won with ♥ K. Declarer next cashed six diamonds as North discarded 3 spades, 1 heart 1 
club. South discarded 1 club, ♥ 9, 2 small spades. Declarer next led a spade, South rising with 
♠ K as West won with ♠ A and South, who was now holding ♥ Q76, ♣ Q54, discarded ♥ 6. And 
when declarer led ♠ Q North had to make another discard and fatally discarded a club. Declarer 
next cashed ♥ A and then ♣ AK felling North's ♣ Q with declarer's ♣ J taking the last trick! And 
so how could North have known to hold the three clubs and let go the hearts?  If South had 
correctly played ♥ 9 at trick one the hand would have become an open book for North... Why so? 
Because declarer would be winning the trick with ♥ K (or ♥ A) and therefor clearly not in 
possession of ♥ J or ♥ 10 in which case South must have started with ♥ J109 and therefor 
declarer had only a doubleton! So, North can safely discard her hearts. Two things that South 
could have done to assist his partner. First, play ♥ 9 at trick one to confirm that declarer does not 
have ♥ J or ♥ 10. And secondly, discard ♣ 7 and ♣ 6, in that order, at first opportunity, to 
confirm holding only two clubs! But in reality, the correct play of South's hearts clarifies all that 
North needs to know. Sinner status to West (declarer), North (somewhat less culpable), and 
South. Counting, counting...all the time! As for West, 7 ♦ cannot be defeated. There is only a 
small bonus for bidding 7 NT v 7 ♦ but a huge loss for going down in 7 NT when 7 ♦ makes! 



Board 15
South Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 2
♥ A 10 2
♦ A 7 4
♣ 9 7 5 3 2

♠ J 8 7 3
♥ K Q J 6 5
♦ 9
♣ Q 8 4

♠ K 5
♥ 9 8 7 3
♦ K 10 8 3 2
♣ K 10

♠ Q 10 9 6 4
♥ 4
♦ Q J 6 5
♣ A J 6

N

W E

S

NS 2♠; EW 2♥; NS 3♣; NS 1N; NS 1♦; Par +100: EW 3♥×−1



Board 16
West Deals
E-W Vul

♠ 8 4 3 2
♥ K J 8 6
♦ 5 4 2
♣ Q J

♠ Q 9 5
♥ A 10 9 7 5
♦ K Q 10 7 6
♣ —

♠ A 10 7 6
♥ 4 3
♦ A J 3
♣ A K 9 4

♠ K J
♥ Q 2
♦ 9 8
♣ 10 8 7 6 5 3 2

N

W E

S

EW 5N; EW 5♠; EW 4♥; EW 5♦; EW 1♣; Par −660: EW 3N+2



Board 17
North Deals
None Vul

♠ K J 6 5 2
♥ K 10 7 4
♦ A 10
♣ 9 6

♠ A 10 7 3
♥ J 8 5
♦ 2
♣ Q 8 5 4 3

♠ Q 8
♥ 9 3 2
♦ Q 9 8 4 3
♣ A 10 7

♠ 9 4
♥ A Q 6
♦ K J 7 6 5
♣ K J 2

N

W E

S

NS 3♠; NS 3♥; NS 2N; NS 3♦; NS 1♣; Par +140: NS 1♥+2; 
NS 1♠+2



Board 18
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ Q 10 5
♥ 5
♦ K 7 6 5 3
♣ A 6 5 2

♠ A 7 2
♥ K Q J 10 7 6 2
♦ 9 8 2
♣ —

♠ 9 8 6 4
♥ A 9 8
♦ 4
♣ Q 9 7 4 3

♠ K J 3
♥ 4 3
♦ A Q J 10
♣ K J 10 8

N

W E

S

EW 4♥; S 4♦; N 3♦; NS 3♣; NS 1♠; Par −200: S 5♦×−1

4 ♥ be E/W cannot be defeated ...except by declarer! Simple route to ten tricks on a non-trump 
lead is by playing on diamonds BEFORE drawing trumps and thus securing two diamond ruffs to 
add to the ♠ A and seven hearts. Ten tricks. If the defense lead a trump then declarer MUST play 
on spades immediately...dummy's long spade can be established as a winner with a diamond ruff 
as the means to access it! If the defenders lead a trump and declarer wins and plays a diamond 
rather than a spade then the defense can play a second trump and subsequently force declarer to 
ruff a diamond BEFORE the fourth spade is established. In that way declarer's access to dummy's 
fourth spade is used up BEFORE the spade winner is established. So, in a nutshell...declarer can 
always ruff two diamonds in dummy on a non-trump lead as long as declarer plays diamonds 
BEFORE playing any trumps! On a trump lead declarer can succeed by establishing dummy's 
spade BEFORE playing trumps or ruffing diamonds! 5 ♦ is defeated if West secures a club ruff. 

Saints & Sinners

Absolute Sinner status to the two N/S pairs who contracted 3 NT, both declarers failing by 
FOUR tricks! At one of these tables South opened a Strong NT and West overcalled with 3 ♥ 
and  North, with a singleton heart, simply bid 3 NT. South Passed. North should take alternative 
action. One solution is to play 'Negative' (Takeout Doubles). In this situation, North would 
Double for takeout and South then has various options...Pass with heart stopper(s|); bid spades or 
a minor suit without a heart stop. Sinner status to North. At another table South also opened 
with a Strong NT but a wily West gambled (hoping to score 6, or even 7 hearts, and the ♠ A) and 
Passed! North raised to 3 NT and South, unsuspectingly, also Passed. Declarer scored five tricks.

Saintly status to Anne Killilea who opened the South hand with 1 ♦, West overcalled 1 ♥ (3 ♥ is 
better and more descriptive). North raised to 3 ♦ which was Passed to West who now bid 3 ♥. 
North bid 4 ♦, East bid 4 ♥ and South closed the auction with ♦D. Declarer ruffed the second 
heart, drew three rounds of trumps ending in dummy and then cashed ♣ A and took the club 
finesse as West showed out on the first club. East made life a little easier by playing ♣ Q on 
second round. BUT declarer could enter dummy with a spade to repeat the finesse if necessary. 
Saintly status to N/S (Frank Reynolds & Anne Killilea) for bidding 5 ♦ and Additional 
Saintly status to Anne for bringing home the contract! 



Board 18
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ Q 10 5
♥ 5
♦ K 7 6 5 3
♣ A 6 5 2

♠ A 7 2
♥ K Q J 10 7 6 2
♦ 9 8 2
♣ —

♠ 9 8 6 4
♥ A 9 8
♦ 4
♣ Q 9 7 4 3

♠ K J 3
♥ 4 3
♦ A Q J 10
♣ K J 10 8

N

W E

S

EW 4♥; S 4♦; N 3♦; NS 3♣; NS 1♠; Par −200: S 5♦×−1

Saints & Sinners

One E/W pair pushed their opponents into 5 ♦ and then sacrificed in 5 ♥x going one down.  
Saintly status to Geraldine & Evelyn.

Absolute Sinner status to the SIX E/W pairs that played in 4 ♥...and failed to make ten tricks. 

At one table South opened 1 ♦, West bid 3 ♥, North Doubled (what type of Double is this?), 
East bid 4 ♥, South Doubled ...and all Passed. North led ♣ A, declarer ruffing. Declarer then 
played two rounds of trumps (NOT RECOMMENDED!) and then consigned herself to a one 
trick defeat when she played a diamond, won the spade return and then ruffed a diamond. 
Declarer could no longer avoid losing another diamond and two spades. Declarer, single-handed, 
converted +590 into -100!  Absolute Sinner status to declarer.  

At another table West contracted 4 ♥ after South opened 1 ♣. North led ♣ A and declarer ruffed 
and started on the road of self-destruction by playing a trump to dummy's ♥ A and then playing a 
diamond, South rising with ♦ A. South continued with a spade, declarer rising with ♠ A. 
Declarer then conceded the game via an own-goal when he played another heart to dummy's ♥ 9 
and continued with a club, ruffed in hand. Declarer next ruffed a diamond but could no longer 
avoid losing two more spades...and a diamond. One down. Absolute Sinner status to declarer. 

At another table South also opened 1 ♣ and West overcalled 4 ♥ which was Passed out. At this 
table North found the excellent lead of ♥ 5, declarer rising with dummy's ♥ A. Declarer then led 
a diamond and South rose with ♦ A and continued the good defensive work by leading a second 
trump, declarer winning in hand with ♥ K. At this point declarer can no longer make the contract 
except through a defensive error. If declarer now plays on spades the defense can force declarer 
to ruff a diamond with dummy's last trump thus depriving declarer of access to dummy's fourth 
spade BEFORE it is established as a winner. Fair play to declarer for playing a diamond at trick 
two...but the defenders were already ahead of her in her attempts to ruff two diamonds in 
dummy. Declarer could have got home by playing on spades at trick two. Saintly status to N/S 
(Francis & Muire) and to declarer (Isabel) who at least played a diamond at trick two which 
might have seen her get home if the hand that won the first diamond didn't have a second heart!  



Board 18
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ Q 10 5
♥ 5
♦ K 7 6 5 3
♣ A 6 5 2

♠ A 7 2
♥ K Q J 10 7 6 2
♦ 9 8 2
♣ —

♠ 9 8 6 4
♥ A 9 8
♦ 4
♣ Q 9 7 4 3

♠ K J 3
♥ 4 3
♦ A Q J 10
♣ K J 10 8

N

W E

S

EW 4♥; S 4♦; N 3♦; NS 3♣; NS 1♠; Par −200: S 5♦×−1

Saints & Sinners

At another table West contracted 4 ♥ after N/S competed in diamonds. North led ♦ K and 
switched to ♠ 5 declarer winning with ♠ A. Declarer now simply needs to ruff a diamond in 
dummy, ruff a club in hand and ruff another diamond in dummy and then draw trumps claiming 
ten tricks via 1 spade, 7 hearts in hand, and two diamond ruffs in dummy. Simple! BUT, declarer 
took a different route... to nine tricks. After winning with ♠ A, declarer cashed two hearts thus 
ensuring that she could only ruff one diamond in dummy. Declarer duly lost two spades and 
another diamond to fail by one trick. Absolute Sinner status to declarer.

At another table South also opened 1 ♣ and West overcalled 1 ♥ and N/S competed in clubs 
(diamonds never mentioned) with West eventually becoming declarer in 4 ♥. North led ♣ A 
which declarer ruffed. Declarer then went down the self-destruction route when she played a 
heart to dummy's ♥ A at trick two instead of playing a diamond which would have seen her get 
home. Declarer then led a diamond from dummy and South played ♦ 10 (should have played 
♦ A in case declarer held ♦ K!). However South redeemed herself when she made the killing 
play of returning a trump thus restricting declarer to ruffing only one diamond in dummy. 
Declarer subsequently lost two spades and a second diamond for a one trick defeat. Sinner status 
to declarer and Saintly status to Sharon Phelan (South). Without playing the second trump 
declarer MIGHT have got home. But declarer had it all in her own hands until she played a trump 
at trick two!

At another table, West overcalled South's 1 ♣ opening with a bid of 3 ♥ which was Passed out. 
Sinner status to North for not taking some action. North led a small club (I would be leading 
♣ A...just in case West held a singleton ♣ K!) which declarer ruffed. Declarer instantly 
consigned herself to nine tricks when she cashed two top hearts thus limiting herself to a single 
diamond ruff in dummy! Sinner status to declarer.

Saintly status to Bridie Redahan who declared 4 ♥ after N/S competed in diamonds. North led 
♦ K and then switched to ♣ A, declarerx ruffing the club in hand. Bridie made no mistake by 
ruffing a diamond in dummy at trick three and then returning to hand with another club ruff and 
ruffing her last diamond in dummy and thus securing ten tricks. Well played. Simple!



Board 18
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ Q 10 5
♥ 5
♦ K 7 6 5 3
♣ A 6 5 2

♠ A 7 2
♥ K Q J 10 7 6 2
♦ 9 8 2
♣ —

♠ 9 8 6 4
♥ A 9 8
♦ 4
♣ Q 9 7 4 3

♠ K J 3
♥ 4 3
♦ A Q J 10
♣ K J 10 8

N

W E

S

EW 4♥; S 4♦; N 3♦; NS 3♣; NS 1♠; Par −200: S 5♦×−1

Saints & Sinners

At another table West also contracted 4 ♥ after N/S competed in diamonds. North led ♦ 3, South 
winning. South, Mary Lonergan, earns Saintly status by finding the switch to ♥ 4, declarer 
winning the trick with dummy's ♥ 8. But declarer, Bernie Power, rose to the occasion and made 
no mistake by cross-ruffing clubs and diamonds thus securing the vital two diamond ruffs in 
dummy to make her contract. Saintly status to Bernie.

At another table Louise & Clodagh bid to 4 ♥ after South opened 1 ♣ and then made a 
REVERSE BID of 4 ♦ (on her 15hcp and opposite a silent partner!) over West's 3 ♥ bid. East 
bid 4 ♥. North led ♣ A, declarer ruffing. Declarer made no mistake and played a diamond at trick 
two, North rising with ♦ K as South overtook with ♦ A to make the reasonable return of a small 
spade. Declarer rose with her ♠ A and then cross-ruffed diamonds and clubs to secure ten tricks. 
Saintly status to Louise. 

At another table West bid 3 ♥ over South's Strong 1 NT opening. North Doubled (what type of 
Double?) and South elected to Pass. North led ♣ A, declarer ruffing. Declarer erred by playing a 
heart to dummy's ♥ A and then leading a diamond, South rising with ♦ A. South continued with 
her remaining trump but could not stop declarer from scoring nine tricks and thus making her 
contract. Sinner status to declarer who should have made ten tricks. Sinner status also to N/S 
who might want to discuss Doubles in competitive auctions!

At one table south opened a Strong NT, West bid 2 ♥ (3 ♥is more disruptive for the opponents to 
cope with), North Doubled (?...it wasn't alerted!), East bid 3 ♥, South Passed, West bid 4 ♥ and 
North Doubled again which was Passed out.  North led ♣ A, declarer ruffing. Declarer made no 
mistake and continued with a diamond at trick two, South winning and switching to a trump. 
BUT declarer was ahead of the posse and  won with dummy's ♥ 9. Declarer now ruffed a club in 
hand and then cashed ♠ A (no need) and ruffed a diamond with dummy's ♥ 8. Declarer now 
ruffed another club and then ruffed her last diamond with dummy's ♥ A. Declarer then ruffed a 
club in hand and cashed ♥ KQ and conceded two spades for ten tricks. Saintly status to 
declarer, Patsy O'Flynn.   



Board 18
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ Q 10 5
♥ 5
♦ K 7 6 5 3
♣ A 6 5 2

♠ A 7 2
♥ K Q J 10 7 6 2
♦ 9 8 2
♣ —

♠ 9 8 6 4
♥ A 9 8
♦ 4
♣ Q 9 7 4 3

♠ K J 3
♥ 4 3
♦ A Q J 10
♣ K J 10 8

N

W E

S

EW 4♥; S 4♦; N 3♦; NS 3♣; NS 1♠; Par −200: S 5♦×−1

Saints & Sinners

At one table South opened 1 ♣, West bid 3 ♥ and North made an overbid of 4 ♦ (insufficient 
high-card values and poor suit).  East bid 4 ♥ and South Passed (after partner had made a FREE 
bid of 4 ♦!). North led ♦ K and then found the good switch to a spade...BUT led the wrong card. 
Leading ♠ Q could have handed the contract to declarer if declarer had actually held ♠ AJx. 
North should have switched to ♠ 5, hoping that South held ♠ K (or ♠ A) with declarer holding 
either ♠ AJx or ♠ KJx. Bonus marks to North (Peggy Cheevers) for finding the spade switch 
even if she led the wrong card! But on this hand it didn't matter which card she played. Declarer 
won the spade switch and continued with a spade, South winning with ♠ J and then cashing ♠ K. 
So, declarer now had two paths to ten tricks with dummy's ♠ 9 established as a winner. But when 
South continued with a diamond forcing declarer to ruff in dummy with ♥ 8, declarer took the 
safe route by ruffing a club in hand and then ruffing his last diamond in dummy with ♥ 9. 
Declarer could have ruffed the last diamond with ♥ A and then led ♥ 9 overtaking with ♥ 10 in 
hand. As it was, declarer cashed ♥ A after ruffing the second diamond and then ruffed a club in 
hand with ♥ 7 ...and claimed. Saintly status to declarer, Liam Hanratty. 

At one table North led ♦ 5 against 4 ♥ after South opened 1 ♦ and N/S having competed in 
diamonds. South won with ♦ A and switched to trump (Saintly status to Liam Faherty). 
Declarer won with dummy's ♥ 8 and fell from grace when she next cashed ♥ 9 and then ruffed a 
club in hand and followed with a diamond ruff with dummy's last trumps. Declarer was now 
destined for a deserved and self-inflicted defeat with two spade and one diamond losers staring 
her in the face. BUT, N/S rode to the rescue...After ruffing a club, declarer cashed ♥ QJ on which 
North discarded two clubs and South discarded a spade and a club. Declarer then led  ♠ 2 from 
hand, North rising with ♠ 10 as South won with ♠ J. South cashed ♦ Q and should probably 
have continued with ♦ J but actually played ♣ K, declarer ruffing with ♥ K as North fatally 
discarded ♠ 5 whilst retaining ♦ K. Declarer now cashed ♠ A, North following with ♠ Q as 
South followed with ♠ K. Declarer's ♠ 7 took the last trick. An absolute horror show by declarer 
and both defenders. Declarer had a clear route to ten tricks which she refused when she cashed 
two trumps. N/S should have had an absolute clear picture of declarer's hand by simply counting 
her distribution in hearts, diamonds and clubs and consequently should have got their discards 
right. Sinners all. 



Board 18
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ Q 10 5
♥ 5
♦ K 7 6 5 3
♣ A 6 5 2

♠ A 7 2
♥ K Q J 10 7 6 2
♦ 9 8 2
♣ —

♠ 9 8 6 4
♥ A 9 8
♦ 4
♣ Q 9 7 4 3

♠ K J 3
♥ 4 3
♦ A Q J 10
♣ K J 10 8

N

W E

S

EW 4♥; S 4♦; N 3♦; NS 3♣; NS 1♠; Par −200: S 5♦×−1

Saints & Sinners

At another table West bid 4 ♥ over South's Strong 1 NT opening. I would be inclined to bid just 
3 ♥...my three small diamonds look precarious and any assistance that partner might have in this 
suit is poorly placed UNDER South's 1 NT.  North led ♦ 3, South winning with DA. South now 
found the good play of a heart switch, declarer winning in hand with h10. Declarer next ruffed a 
diamond and returned to hand with a club ruff to ruff her last diamond. Declarer then played a 
spade to hand, drew trumps and claimed ten tricks. Saintly status to declarer, Marion Donlon 
and to South, Pat Ward.  

At another table South opened a Strong NT and West simply bid 2 ♥ which was followed by 
three Passes! North, with 9 hcp opposite a Strong NT should take some kind of action. Sinner 
status to North. North led ♦ 5 to South's ♦ A, who switched to a small heart. Saintly status to 
Margaret. But declarer was now ahead of the posse and duly wrapped up ten tricks by securing 
two diamond ruffs in dummy BEFORE drawing trumps. Saintly status to Patricia Eames.   

At another table South opened 1 ♦, West made a puny overcall of 1 ♥ (3 ♥ way is much more 
descriptive and disruptive). North bid 2 ♦ (the hand is worth 3 ♦ given five trumps, singleton 
heart and 9 hcp). West joined in with 2 ♥, South re-bid 3 ♦ and West bought the contract with 
3 ♥. Sinner status to West and North. North led a diamond to partner's ♦ A. South switched to a 
trump (Saintly status awarded to May O'Sullivan). But, declarer made no mistake and duly 
scored two diamond ruffs for ten tricks. Saintly status to declarer, Nora Hanratty.

At two other tables South opened 1 ♣ and West overcalled with a jump to 3 ♥ which was Passed 
out. At both tables North led ♣ A and both declarers followed an identical line of play, ruffing 
the opening lead and playing a diamond from hand. The declarers could not be stopped from 
scoring two diamond ruffs in dummy and duly emerged with ten tricks. Saintly status to Peggy 
Fay and Kevin Moylan.

This is another hand that is all about 'tempo'...declarer playing a diamond before playing trumps. 
Alternatively, establishing dummy's fourth spade as a winner. Ten tricks are there on any lead!



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ K Q J 7 5 3
♥ A 7 2
♦ —
♣ A J 5 3

♠ 10
♥ K J 10 8 6 3
♦ K J 10 3
♣ Q 10

♠ A 8
♥ Q 9 4
♦ 8 7 5 4 2
♣ K 7 6

♠ 9 6 4 2
♥ 5
♦ A Q 9 6
♣ 9 8 4 2

N

W E

S

NS 5♠; EW 3♥; NS 4♣; NS 2N; EW 2♦; Par +450: NS 4♠+1



Board 20
West Deals
Both Vul

♠ Q 8 4
♥ A K 9 5 4
♦ 10 9 8 5
♣ J

♠ 10 9 7 5
♥ J 6
♦ A Q 7
♣ A 8 7 3

♠ J 3
♥ Q 7
♦ K 6 4 3
♣ K Q 10 5 2

♠ A K 6 2
♥ 10 8 3 2
♦ J 2
♣ 9 6 4

N

W E

S

NS 4♥; NS 2♠; EW 3♣; EW 2♦; Par +500: EW 5♣×−2



Board 21
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ K 7 6 2
♥ A 10 9 5
♦ J
♣ 10 9 6 2

♠ 9 8 5
♥ 6 4
♦ A Q 10 2
♣ 8 7 5 4

♠ Q 3
♥ Q 7 3
♦ 9 8 7 6 4 3
♣ K Q

♠ A J 10 4
♥ K J 8 2
♦ K 5
♣ A J 3

N

W E

S

NS 5♠; NS 5♥; S 3N; NS 4♣; N 1N; EW 2♦; Par +650: NS 5♥; 
NS 5♠

N/S can make eleven tricks in either hearts or spades...as long as declarer 'finds' both major suit 
queens. Ten tricks in 4 ♠ or 4 ♥ if declarer finds one of the two major suit queens. South can 
make the inferior 3 NT if declarer 'finds' ♠ Q and ♥ Q OR finds either major suit queen and also 
scores 3 clubs while the defenders cannot cash five tricks! 3 NT by North should fail by two 
tricks as long as E/W do not block the diamond suit! 

Saints & Sinners

Sinner status to the N/S pair that played 3 NT. At this table South opened 1 ♣, North responded 
1 ♥ and South re-bid 2 NT, presumably to show her points, rather than bidding 3 ♥ to show the 
same points but also confirm the heart fit! Note that North could have continued with a forcing 
3 ♠ over South's 2 NT just in case South had a four card spade suit. South might then bid 4 ♥. 
Against 3 NT, West led ♦ 2...and now the defenders diamond suit is 'blocked'! Declarer won 
with dummy's ♦ J and then led ♠ 2 from dummy, East erring by rising with ♠ Q and thus sorting 
out the spade suit for declarer. If West held ♠ Jxx then East's play of ♠ Q makes it possible for 
declarer to finesse against West's ♠ Jxx  on the second round of the suit and thus E/W's 
guaranteed spade trick (♠ Qx opposite ♠ Jxx) vanishes! Sinner status to East who should have 
played ♠ 3 instead of ♠ Q leaving it to declarer to guess which way to finesse! Declarer played 
three more rounds of spades ending in dummy as East discarded 2 diamonds and West discarded 
a club. One bit of comfort to declarer was the opening lead of ♦ 2...if a true card then it means 
that West started with only four diamonds and now has only three. And East, presumably having 
started with six diamonds and having already discarded two diamonds, also has only three left!  
So, declarer can actually make the hand by playing on hearts, even losing a trick to ♥ Q, but 
scoring three hearts to give a total of nine tricks via 4 spades, 3 hearts, 1 diamond, and 1 club and 
where the opponents can only score 1 hearts and 3 diamonds! BUT, declarer, after winning the 
fourth spade in dummy, cashed two top hearts and then played a club to her ♣ A and THEN 
played a third heart. But by this stage the defense now had FIVE tricks in their grasp via ♥ Q, 
♦ AQ10, ♣ K. If declarer had played the third heart BEFORE cashing ♣ A then she would have 
got home! Sinner status to declarer.



Board 21
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ K 7 6 2
♥ A 10 9 5
♦ J
♣ 10 9 6 2

♠ 9 8 5
♥ 6 4
♦ A Q 10 2
♣ 8 7 5 4

♠ Q 3
♥ Q 7 3
♦ 9 8 7 6 4 3
♣ K Q

♠ A J 10 4
♥ K J 8 2
♦ K 5
♣ A J 3

N

W E

S

NS 5♠; NS 5♥; S 3N; NS 4♣; N 1N; EW 2♦; Par +650: NS 5♥; 
NS 5♠

Saints & Sinners (continued)

Sinner status to the two pairs that languished in a heart part-score.

At 19 tables N/S declared 4 ♥, with 18 declarers being successful while making either ten or 
eleven tricks depending on whether they found one or both major suit queens! One declarer 
found neither and duly failed by one trick. Unlucky.

At one table N/S reached the dizzy heights of 5 ♥ when North stretched her hand with a response 
of 3 ♥ opposite South's 1 ♥ opening, in particular where South's heart opening only promises a 
four card suit! South bid 4 ♣ (Gerber), presumably pursuing a slam, and duly reached 5 ♥. 
North's 3 ♥ suggest 10-12 hcp giving the partnership a combined holding of just 27-29 hcp. That 
is not enough given the relatively balanced nature of South's hand. With a slightly stronger hand 
South could make a 'Slam try' by cue-bidding 4 ♣ (1st round control of clubs) ...BUT that is not 
an option when N/S are playing Gerber, which is why experienced partnerships do not use 
Gerber in this situation and others. West led ♦ A and switched to a club, declarer beating East's 
♣ K with her ♣ A. (Sinner status to East who should have played ♣ Q...playing ♣ K DENIES 
the ♣ Q). Declarer continued with three rounds of hearts correctly finessing against East's ♥ Q. 
Declarer next cashed ♦ K and was on the cusp of making this delicate contract. In fact declarer 
would have made the contract if she had continued with a club, East winning perforce with her 
stiff ♣ Q. East would now have been forced to play either a spade or a diamond. The former 
'finds' the ♠ Q whereas the latter gives declarer a 'ruff and discard' allowing declarer to ruff in 
hand whilst discarding a second spade from dummy...eleven tricks to declarer via 2 spades, 4 
trumps in dummy, 1 diamond, 3 clubs, and 1 ruff and discard in hand! BUT, declarer tried to find 
the ♠ Q and misguessed thus giving the defense three tricks via ♦ A, ♣ Q, ♠ Q.  It is often a 
good idea to play a side suit(s) before trying to tackle a suit where you have to find a missing 
queen or other honour. Playing the side suits first may provide information re distribution of the 
opponents hands or where discards by either player may help to pinpoint which one is holding 
the key card!  Sinner status to N/S for overly aggressive bidding. Additional Sinner status to 
declarer for not availing of the extra option in the play of the hand.    



Board 21
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ K 7 6 2
♥ A 10 9 5
♦ J
♣ 10 9 6 2

♠ 9 8 5
♥ 6 4
♦ A Q 10 2
♣ 8 7 5 4

♠ Q 3
♥ Q 7 3
♦ 9 8 7 6 4 3
♣ K Q

♠ A J 10 4
♥ K J 8 2
♦ K 5
♣ A J 3

N

W E

S

NS 5♠; NS 5♥; S 3N; NS 4♣; N 1N; EW 2♦; Par +650: NS 5♥; 
NS 5♠

Saints & Sinners (continued)

An interesting situation arose at one table where North declared 4 ♥. East led ♦ 9 to West's ♦ Q. 
West continued with ♦ A as declarer ruffed in hand. Declarer continued with ♥ A and then 
successfully finessed ♥ 10. Declarer next cashed ♠ K and continued with a spade to East's ♠ Q 
and dummy's ♠ A. Declarer now had a blind spot (or a mis-click?) when she next played ♥ J 
from dummy instead of ♥ K. East gratefully won with ♥ Q and could have defeated the contract 
by continuing with a diamond, forcing declarer to ruff with dummy's last trump (declarer was 
already out of trumps having ruffed a diamond at trick two!). Declarer could then cash ♠ J10 and 
♣ A but East would then win with ♣ K and cash ♦ 9 for the setting trick! BUT, East came to 
declarer's aid by continuing with ♣ K instead of a diamond thus enabling declarer to win with 
♣ A and play ♣ J (establishing two club tricks for declarer) whilst still holding the precious ♥ K 
with which to trump the eventual diamond return from East after she won the second club. But 
the diamond switch was now too late! Declarer now had her ten tricks via 3 trumps in dummy, 4 
spades, 2 clubs, 1 diamond ruff in hand. Sinner status to East and 'Dozzy' award to declarer.  

At another table South opened 1 ♥, North responded 1 ♠ and South re-bid 3 ♠ which North 
raised to 4 ♠. East led ♣ K, declarer winning with dummy's ♣ A. Declarer led ♠ 4 from dummy 
and inexplicably played ♠ 7 from hand (did declarer mis-click ♠ 7 instead of ♠ K?) losing to 
East's ♠ Q. East cashed ♣ Q and continued with a diamond to dummy's ♦ K and West's ♦ A, 
declarer following with ♦ J. West continued with a club which East ruffed with ♠ 3 for the 
setting trick. East continued with a diamond, declarer ruffing and then playing two more rounds 
of trumps ending in hand. Declarer then led the ♣ 10 and, forgetting that it was a winner, ruffed 
it with dummy's last trump! Declarer duly lost two more tricks to East's ♥ Q and ♦ 9.



Board 22
East Deals
E-W Vul

♠ A 9 3
♥ K J 10 6 2
♦ J 10
♣ A Q 2

♠ 8 4
♥ 7 5
♦ A K 9 8 5
♣ J 5 4 3

♠ K Q J 5 2
♥ 9 4
♦ Q 3
♣ K 10 9 7

♠ 10 7 6
♥ A Q 8 3
♦ 7 6 4 2
♣ 8 6

N

W E

S

EW 2♠; NS 2♥; EW 3♣; NS 1N; EW 2♦; Par −100: NS 3♥×−1



Board 23
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ 4
♥ J
♦ A K J 9 7 5 3
♣ K 9 7 2

♠ Q 8 2
♥ A Q 6 2
♦ 10 6 2
♣ 8 5 3

♠ K 6 3
♥ 9 8 7 3
♦ Q 8
♣ Q J 10 6

♠ A J 10 9 7 5
♥ K 10 5 4
♦ 4
♣ A 4

N

W E

S

NS 4N; S 4♠; NS 5♦; N 3♠; S 2♥; S 3♣; N 2♣; N 1♥; Par +630: 
NS 3N+1

There are three likely contracts for N/S...3 NT, 4 ♠ or 5 ♦. All three may prove challenging to 
declarer. In 3 NT on the lead of ♣ Q...win with dummy's ♣ A and finesse ♦ J...a safety play 
against West starting with ♦ Q10xx. But this could lose if East started with singleton ♦ Q! Note 
that it could be catastrophic to win club lead in hand thus leaving North with no alternative entry 
if ♦ Q does not fall either after cashing ♦ AK or finessing ♦ J and then cashing ♦ AK. The ♣ K 
is the only other entry to the North hand outside of the diamond suit!

4 ♠ by South can make but NOT by North (spade lead through the South hand deprives declarer 
of a heart ruff). Win a club or diamond lead in dummy and lead ♥ J and let it run, West can win 
but cannot return a trump or a heart without gifting a trick. Declarer can next lead ♥ K and ruff if 
West covers, otherwise discard a club...

Making 5 ♦ varies according to the lead. On a non-diamond lead declarer plays three rounds of 
clubs ruffing the third round with dummy's sole trump. Cashing diamonds from the top sees 
declarer score 1 spade, 7 diamonds, 3 clubs. On a diamond lead declarer draws trumps and then 
leads ♥ J, letting it run to West's ♥ Q. West will likely make the safe return of a club (a spade or 
heart return are worse for the defense) and declarer wins this in dummy and then leads ♥ K, 
ruffing if West covers with ♥ A, otherwise discarding a club from hand. Declarer will ultimately 
score 1 spade, 1 heart, 7 diamonds, 2 clubs...eleven tricks and contract making!

Saints & Sinners

At twelve tables N/S declared 3 NT. At three of these, declarer, despite making ten tricks,  
deserved to fail. Why? Because at these tables East led ♣ Q and the three declarers played low 
from dummy and won with ♣ K, the only card in the North hand that could provide access to 
diamond winners if the ♦ Q failed to drop! Absolute Sinner status to the three declarers who 
won the opening club lead in hand with ♣ K. They simply got lucky when they cashed ♦ AK and 
East's doubleton ♦ Q dropped! If the ♦ Q didn't drop they were booked for what would have 
been a deserved defeat.



Board 23
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ 4
♥ J
♦ A K J 9 7 5 3
♣ K 9 7 2

♠ Q 8 2
♥ A Q 6 2
♦ 10 6 2
♣ 8 5 3

♠ K 6 3
♥ 9 8 7 3
♦ Q 8
♣ Q J 10 6

♠ A J 10 9 7 5
♥ K 10 5 4
♦ 4
♣ A 4

N

W E

S

NS 4N; S 4♠; NS 5♦; N 3♠; S 2♥; S 3♣; N 2♣; N 1♥; Par +630: 
NS 3N+1

Saints & Sinners (continued)

Saintly status to those declarers in 3 NT on a club lead from East who rose with CA from the 
South hand and played on diamonds by either cashing ♦ AK or finessing ♦ J. Finessing ♦ J 
works when West holds ♦ Qxxx whereas cashing diamonds from the top works whenever 
diamonds are 3-2 OR whenever either opponent holds a singleton ♦ Q or ♦ 10! Saintly status to 
Bridie, Francis, Irene, Robert, all of whom rose with ♣ A and then played on diamonds.

At six tables South declared 4 ♠. At one table, after South opened 1 ♠ and correctly re-bid 2 ♥. 
North jumped to 3 NT which perhaps South should have Passed but instead bid 4 ♠. West led 
♦ 6, declarer rising with dummy's ♦ A as East followed with ♦ 8. Declarer next found the 
winning play of leading ♥ J and letting it run to West's ♥ Q. West continued with ♦ 2 and South 
optimistically tried ♦ J, East covering perforce with ♦ Q as declarer ruffed. (Declarer would 
have been better advised to rise with dummy's ♦ K, discarding ♥ 5 from hand). Declarer 
continued with ♥ 5 instead of ♥ K (or ♥ 10), ruffing with dummy's sole trump. Declarer 
subsequently lost ♥ A and two trumps for a one trick defeat. NOW, go back to the diamond 
continuation after West scores with ♥ Q...if declarer rises with ♦ K, discarding ♥ 5 from hand, 
she can now play a club to her ♣ A, lead ♥ K (or ♥ 10) and let it run unless West covers with 
♥ A. Either way declarer will score 1 heart and 1 heart ruff, 2 diamonds, 2 clubs and 4 
trumps...ten tricks. Declarer should have noted West's first two diamonds...♦ 62 which suggest a 
doubleton or possible three card suit rather than a four card suit in which case West would 
probably have led ♦ 2.  Declarer...part Saint...part Sinner!

At another table South opened 1 ♠and re-bid 2 ♠ over North's 2 ♦ response. North now jumped 
to 4 ♠ when he might have been better advised to bid 3 ♣ (forcing) over which South could then 
bid 3 NT. West led ♣ 8 (Top of Nothing) and declarer won in hand and sealed her fate when she 
cashed ♠ A and continued with ♠ 9, West winning with ♠ Q. West switched to ♦ 2 and declarer 
won with ♦ A and continued with ♦ K, discarding ♥ 4 from hand. Declarer next played ♦ J and 
discarded ♥ 5 as East also discarded a heart. Declarer continued with ♦ 9, discarding ♥ 10 as 
East discarded another small heart. But West ruffed with ♠ 8, cashed ♥ A, East scoring the 
setting trick with ♠ K. This line of play wasn't based on a clear plan. Sinner status to declarer. 



Board 23
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ 4
♥ J
♦ A K J 9 7 5 3
♣ K 9 7 2

♠ Q 8 2
♥ A Q 6 2
♦ 10 6 2
♣ 8 5 3

♠ K 6 3
♥ 9 8 7 3
♦ Q 8
♣ Q J 10 6

♠ A J 10 9 7 5
♥ K 10 5 4
♦ 4
♣ A 4

N

W E

S

NS 4N; S 4♠; NS 5♦; N 3♠; S 2♥; S 3♣; N 2♣; N 1♥; Par +630: 
NS 3N+1

Saints & Sinners (continued)

At four tables where South declared 4 ♠, declarers emerged with ten tricks thanks to a lack-lustre 
defense! 

At one table South opened 1 ♠ and erred by re-bidding 3 ♠, suggesting a six card suit and 16-18 
hcp. South would have been better advised to re-bid 2 ♥ or even 2 ♠. North raised to 4 ♠ and 
West led ♥ A and that was the end of the defense... West switched to a diamond, declarer rising 
with dummy's ♦ A, cashing ♦ K whilst discarding ♥ 5 from hand. Declarer continued with a 
club to her ♣ A, cashed ♥ K and then ruffed ♥ 10 with dummy's ♠ 4. Declarer duly lost two 
trump tricks but emerged with ten. Sinner status to South for poor bidding and to West who 
enabled declarer to easily make the contract. Note that West cannot switch to a trump at trick two 
without sacrificing one of the defense's two trump tricks!

At another table, North responded 3 ♦(2 ♦ is more than adequate) to South's opening 1 ♠. South 
rebid 3 ♠ (3 ♥ would have been better) and South raised to 4 ♠. At this table West found the 
highly unusual and hugely costly lead of ♥ Q!!! Despite this damaging (to the defense) lead E/W 
were actually presented with an opportunity to defeat the contract because declarer was a little 
careless! Declarer won the lead with ♥ K, ruffed a heart with dummy's ♠ 4 and then played a 
club to ♣ A and continued with ♠ A followed by ♠ J. West rose with ♠ Q, cashed ♥ A and 
played another heart to East's ♥ 9 and declarer's ♥ 10. Declarer continued with ♠ 10, drawing the 
opponents remaining trumps as East won with ♠ K.  Declarer claimed ten tricks. NOW, go back 
to the point where declarer has cashed ♠ A and continued with ♠ J...Who has SK?  Clearly East 
has ♠ K otherwise declarer would have cashed ♠ AK and then followed with ♠ J if necessary. 
SO, if West plays low East will win the trick with ♠ K and can then continue with ♥ 9 through 
declarer's ♥ 105 enabling E/W to cash two heart tricks as well as their two trump tricks. One 
down. And how was declarer careless? After ruffing the heart in dummy declarer should have 
cashed ♦ AK, discarding ♥ 5 from hand thereby restricting her losers to 2 spades and 1 heart! 
Sinner status to South and West.



Board 23
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ 4
♥ J
♦ A K J 9 7 5 3
♣ K 9 7 2

♠ Q 8 2
♥ A Q 6 2
♦ 10 6 2
♣ 8 5 3

♠ K 6 3
♥ 9 8 7 3
♦ Q 8
♣ Q J 10 6

♠ A J 10 9 7 5
♥ K 10 5 4
♦ 4
♣ A 4

N

W E

S

NS 4N; S 4♠; NS 5♦; N 3♠; S 2♥; S 3♣; N 2♣; N 1♥; Par +630: 
NS 3N+1

Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table, South opened 1 ♠ and over North's 2 ♦ response South grossly distorted his 
hand by rebidding 4 ♠. This should show a hand with 7+ spades and extra values and should not 
be bid on a hand with minimum values, only 6 spades, and a four card heart suit! North could 
have had a hand with 5 diamonds, 4 hearts and four clubs and a void in spades! A simple rebid of 
2 ♥ or even 2 ♠ is appropriate and adequately reflects this hand in terms of values and shape! 
Declarer won the club lead in hand, played a diamond to dummy's ♦ A and then led ♠ 4 playing 
♠ 9 from hand when East followed with ♠ 3, West winning with ♠ Q.  This is a much better play 
of the trump suit than cashing ♠ A from hand and continuing with ♠ J. This line can actually 
limit declarer's trump losers to one IF East holds a doubleton honour, i.e. ♠ Kx or ♠ Qx. And 
with six outstanding cards in a suit there is a 48% probability that the suit will break 4-2. 
Anyway, West won with ♠ Q and continued with a club to declarer's ♣ K. Declarer next cashed 
♦ K, East's ♦ Q falling as declarer discarded ♥ 4. Declarer continued with ♦ J, East ruffing with 
♠ 6 and declarer overruffing with ♠ 7. Declarer now cashed ♠ A, felling East's ♠ K and 
continued with ♠ J drawing West's ♠ 8. Declarer, holding ♥ K105 in hand then led ♥ 5 to 
dummy's singleton ♥ J, West winning with ♥ Q. Declarer also conceded another heart to West's 
♥ A. Ten tricks made. BUT watch what happens if East does NOT ruff  ♦ J and instead discards 
a heart. South will discard a second heart and if declarer continues with ♦ 9 and East discards 
another heart South can discard a third heart BUT West ruffs with ♠ 8, cashes ♥ A and continues 
with ♥ Q forcing declarer to ruff and then concede a fourth trick to East's ♠ K6. One down! 

At another table South opened 1 ♠ and North bid 3 ♦ (2 ♦ is more than adequate). South rebid 
3 ♠ (3 ♥ is better) and North raised to 4 ♠. West found the costly led of ♥ 2 (seldom a good idea 
to lead away from AQxx when defending a suit contract), dummy's ♥ J winning the trick. 
Declarer cashed ♦ AK, discarding ♥ 5 from hand. South next led dummy's ♠ 4 and played ♠ 9 
from hand when East followed with ♠ 3. West won with ♠ Q, cashed ♥ A despite knowing that 
declarer held ♥ K, and continued with a club, declarer winning with dummy's ♣ K. Declarer 
ruffed a diamond and then played ♠ AJ, East winning the second round with ♠ K. Ten tricks to 
declarer and Sinner status to West for a poor lead.



Board 23
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ 4
♥ J
♦ A K J 9 7 5 3
♣ K 9 7 2

♠ Q 8 2
♥ A Q 6 2
♦ 10 6 2
♣ 8 5 3

♠ K 6 3
♥ 9 8 7 3
♦ Q 8
♣ Q J 10 6

♠ A J 10 9 7 5
♥ K 10 5 4
♦ 4
♣ A 4

N

W E

S

NS 4N; S 4♠; NS 5♦; N 3♠; S 2♥; S 3♣; N 2♣; N 1♥; Par +630: 
NS 3N+1

Saints & Sinners (continued)

5 ♦ was contracted at three tables. At one table South opened 1 ♠, rebid 2 ♠ over North's 2 ♦ 
and North closed the bidding with 5 ♦. East led ♣ Q, declarer winning with dummy's ♣ A. 
Declarer then cashed ♠ A, ♦ AKJ, ♣ A. Declare then led ♥ J and finessed into West's ♥ Q. Note 
that even if ♥ J had drawn the ♥ A from West declarer had no means of getting to ♥ K having 
already needlessly cashed S♠ A and ♣ A, the only entries to dummy! Declarer could have won 
club lead with dummy's ♣ A, played a club to ♣ K and ruffed a third club with dummy's ♦ 4. 
This would give declarer 1 spade, 7 diamonds, 2 top clubs and 1 club ruff in dummy... 11 tricks! 
The way it was played, declarer gave himself no chance.

At another table South opened 1 ♠, North bid 2 ♦ and South re-bid 2 ♥. North closed the auction 
with 5 ♦. East led ♣ Q, declarer winning with dummy's ♣ A. Declarer next cashed ♠ A and then 
led ♠ J, ruffing in hand as West and East played low. Declarer now cashed ♦ AKJ, discarding a 
spade and a heart from dummy as East discarded a heart on the third diamond. Declarer next led 
♥ J, rising with dummy's ♥ K, West winning the trick with ♥ A. West continued with ♣ 8, 
declarer winning in hand with ♣ K. Declarer now played ♦ 9 and East had to discard from the 
following holding: ♠ K, ♥ 98, ♣ J10. There are three cards that East can afford to discard and 
two that she must hold in order to beat the contract.... East discarded one of the two that let the 
contract make...East fatally discarded ♣ 10. Declarer, now holding ♦ 75, ♣ 97, led ♣ 7 which 
East won with ♣ J. East played ♠ K which declarer ruffed and then played the winning ♣ 9 
which became the eleventh trick! Sinner status to East. East obviously felt under pressure when 
she had to discard on ♦ 9 but could have reasoned as follows: I can afford to discard ♠ K 
because declarer has no spades AND because partner still has ♠ Q. Also, partner must have ♥ Q 
because otherwise declarer would not lead ♥ J from hand and overtake with ♥ K in dummy...that 
doesn't make sense. So, East should hold ♣ J10 and ♥ 98 and discard ♠ K and if declarer plays 
another diamond East should discard ♥ 8. That will lead to the defeat of the contract. Declarer 
could have taken the simple line of cashing two top clubs and ruff third club before playing on 
diamonds. Also, for E/W, playing Count Signals, West's ♣ 3 on the opening lead should indicate 
an odd number of clubs. That may also help East realise that declarer has four clubs. Sinner 
status also to declarer. 



Board 23
South Deals
Both Vul

♠ 4
♥ J
♦ A K J 9 7 5 3
♣ K 9 7 2

♠ Q 8 2
♥ A Q 6 2
♦ 10 6 2
♣ 8 5 3

♠ K 6 3
♥ 9 8 7 3
♦ Q 8
♣ Q J 10 6

♠ A J 10 9 7 5
♥ K 10 5 4
♦ 4
♣ A 4

N

W E

S

NS 4N; S 4♠; NS 5♦; N 3♠; S 2♥; S 3♣; N 2♣; N 1♥; Par +630: 
NS 3N+1

Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table South opened 1 ♠, North bid 2 ♦ and South re-bid 2 ♥. North closed the auction 
with 5 ♦. East led ♣ Q, declarer winning with dummy's ♣ A. Declarer next cashed ♦ AKJ97 
reducing dummy to ♠ AJ10, ♥ K105, ♣ 4 whilst declarer held ♠ 4, ♥ J, ♦ 53, ♣ K97. Declarer 
next led ♥ J, running it to West's ♥ Q. West exited on ♣ 8, declarer winning with ♣ K. BUT, 
unfortunately for the defense, East had discarded a club on the fourth diamond and declarer now 
led ♣ 7 which East won perforce with ♣ J, thus establishing ♣ 9 as declarer's eleventh trick. At 
this table things were not so clear for E/W because declarer did not expose his singleton spade 
early in the play. Perhaps East should have taken note of partner's first club ...could it tell a tale re 
the number of clubs that West started with which in turn might help East to determine how many 
clubs declarer held? As for declarer, if she was planning to cash diamonds from the top then it 
makes sense for her to ruff a club in dummy before playing trumps! 

 



Board 24
West Deals
None Vul

♠ K 7 4
♥ J 8 2
♦ 10 9 3 2
♣ 9 4 3

♠ A 6
♥ A K 7 5
♦ A 6
♣ K Q 10 7 5

♠ 9 8 3 2
♥ 10 9 6 3
♦ Q 8 5
♣ J 6

♠ Q J 10 5
♥ Q 4
♦ K J 7 4
♣ A 8 2

N

W E

S

EW 4♥; EW 2N; EW 3♣; E 1♠; NS 1♦; Par −420: EW 4♥


