Greetings!

Herewith find attached the analysis of selected hands played last Thursday, 15th October 2020, in
the Galway/CBAl Western Region BBO IMP Pairs.

Last week we had a huge entry of 24 tables. | found the analysis particularly demanding and
consequently | restricted my analysisto EIGHT hands asfollows. 8, 9, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 22.
Saints and Sinners abound in the play and defense of thees five hands.

As usual, the hands vary in term of complexity and each reflects specific points of interest and
learning that | couldn't let pass without a comment! Some hands are analysed in more detail than
others. Seein particular Boards #17, 18 and 22 each of which is analysed over FIVE pages.
Thereis plenty of meaty material in these hands with several Saintly performances. See how
Monica Power bid and made 64 on Board#17.

And watch how Frank Reynolds made super use of the mighty & 2 on Board#18.
See how Rory & David bid 6 # on Board#22.

And there are lost of other Saintly performance by declarer and defender as featured in the handn
that | was able to analyse. And sadly there are even more performances that have been awarded
Sinner status, even some that earned the award of Absolute Sinner status.

As aways, note that in most cases the Saints & Sinners comments extend over several pages.

And for the benefit of those who don't already know, a few words by way of explanation asto
how this analysisis undertaken... First, the results are downloaded from BBO...late on Thursday
night or early on Friday morning. The downloaded content includes the contracts and results for
each board. Remember that each set of handsis played simultaneoudly at all tables. The results
also include accessto aMOQV file for each hand played (at all tables) which enables me to re-
play, trick by trick (an exact re-creation) of how the hand was played. In that way | can observe
the actions that constitute the rationale by which | award 'Saint & Sinner' status.

Preparing the hand analysis each week has been extremely demanding in terms of time and | may
have to review my approach to it in future weeks. Not quite sure what that might involve but will
keep you posted.

Enjoy!

Paul J Scannell

22nd October 2020

P.S. Areyou aware that you can review your own results, and access MOV files which re-create
the actual play of every contract played at your table...or indeed any table!



Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

4 9843
v 963
¢ J87
Q73

EW 34 ; EW 2v; NS 2¢ ; NS 2%; Par —140: EW 34

4 Q10

v 854

+ K103

& AKJ108
m * AKJI75

vAKT72
L 4 0502

S .

462

v QJ10

+ A964

£ 9654



Board 2 & 1083

East Dedls v AK5
N-SVul ¢ A
& KJ8632
& AK75 N & Q92
v QJ7 W E v 6
¢ KJ953 s ¢ Ql0864
& 7 & A1054
& J64
v 1098432
¢ 72
Q9

EW 5¢ ; EW 34 ; NS 1v; NS 1%; Par —400: EW 5¢



Board 3 & Q932

South Dedls vy 874
E-W Vul ¢+ KQJ2
& Q4
s AJ104 m * 87
v 2 W v AKJ10965
+ 1097 ¢ A
& AK1096 S, 573
s K65
v Q3
¢ 86543
4852

EW 7/N; EW 7v; EW 7%; EW 44 ; EW 1¢ ; Par —2220: EW 7N



Board 4
West Deals
Both Vul

& A5 & 109
v K87 vy AQ94
¢ J10743 ¢ AK862
& 9074 & AJ

& J743

v 1052

¢+ 9

® Q6532

EW 6¢ ; EW 5N; EW 5v; Par —1370: EW 64



Board 5 & K10632

North Deals v K103
N-SVul ¢ 4
& K743
& Q5 N o AJO987
v A95 W E v 742
¢ AKQJS8 s ¢ 103
& 1082 & AQ9
& 4
v QJ86
¢ 97652
& J65

EW 5N; EW 5¢ ; EW 34 ; EW 3v; EW 2&; Par —460: EW 3N+2



Board 6
East Dedls
E-W vul

s KQ1087

v QJ9o8

NN

465
a AJ2 - * 93
v74 W v AK 1052
+ 10987 + 653
& A984 Sl . K102

s 654

v 63

¢+ KQJ2

£ QJ73

E2&; NS1e; EW 1v; W 1&; Par —90: E 2%



Board 7 4 KQ10764

South Dedls v 954
Both Vul ¢ K3
* 106
4 1852 - * 3
vKJ1062 SR v A
¢ A7 ¢ J9642
& Q4 S . AKJ983
NN
v Q873
+ Q1085
& 752

EW 44; EW 3¢ ; EW 1IN; NS 14 ; EW 1v; Par —130: EW 2#+2



Board 8 & 1065

West Deals vy A104
None Vul ¢ A108
& K943
o AJ42 N o 3
v QJ853 W £ vy K7
¢ 7 ¢ KJ96532
+ Q82 Sl . A76
o KQ987
v 962
¢ Q4
% J105

W2v; EW 2¢ ;N 1a;E1v; EW 1&; Par —100: N 24 x—1

West can make 2 v . E/W can make 2 ¢ . N/S can make 1 4 . Expect avariety of results and alot
of failed contracts!

Saint & Sinners

This hand was played at 24 tables and only two declarers were successful in bringing home their
contract! At one table East opened a very top-heavy 3¢ (14 isbetter) and this was passed out.
South led # K, declarer winning with dummy's4 A. Declarer then played adiamond to ¢ Jin
hand, losing to South's ¢ Q. South now played # J, declarer winning with # A and continuing
with ¢ K to North's¢ A. North continued with a spade, declarer ruffing in hand. Declarer now
played ¥ K and South followed with ¥ 2. The crucial point of the hand had now been reached
and it all hangs on what North does. North surely appreciates that his side has only one heart
winner...BUT that is not the issue. The issue isto restrict declarer to as few heart tricks as
possible. And that means knowing when is the right timeto win the ¥ A. It'sa simple case of
depriving declarer access to dummy's winning hearts. And that all depends on how many hearts
declarer hasin hand! If declarer has a singleton then North should win the first heart trick,.. If
declarer has a doubleton then North should win the second heart trick...and if declarer has three
hearts then North should win the third heart! Simple...the only problem is for North to correctly
determine how many hearts declarer hasin hand! That's partner's job! If South can communicate
how many heart he holds then North can work out how many hearts declarer holds. Easy. So,
North watches the hearts that South plays. South's hearts may not win any trick but they can be
used to provide vital information to North. South needs to be able to show whether he has an odd
or even number of heartswhich in turn should enable North to work out declarer's holding!
Normal 'Count Signals' are the most common agreement between partnerships. Hi-lo equates to
an even number of cardswhereas playing up the line denotes an odd number. Here, South's play
of v 2 should indicate an odd number. After that it's easy for North. An odd number of cardsin
South's hand is either one, three or five. North can rule out five because declarer would have
none! If South has only one then declarer has four and it doesn't matter when North takes his

v A. Lastly, if South has three hearts then declarer has two and North should hold off until the
second round. North won the first heart and declarer ruffed the spade return, played a heart to
dummy's ¥ Q and cashed two more hearts discarding his club losers. Sinner status to North.




Board 8 & 1065

West Deals vy A104
None Vul ¢ A108
& K943
o AJ42 N o 3
v QJ853 W v K7
¢ 7 ¢ KJ96532
+ Q82 Sl . A76
o KQ987
v 962
¢ Q4
% J105

W2v.EW2¢;Nl1e;Elv; EW 1%; Par —100: N 24 x—1
Saint & Sinners (continued)

3 ¢ +1 was made at one table where East responded with abid of 1 v . At this table South led

& 7, declarer winning with dummy's# A. Declarer played adiamond to ¢ Jlosing to South's

¢ Q. South attempted to cash ¢ K which declarer ruffed before continuing with ¢ K which
North ducked, thus forfeiting the defense's third trump trick! Declarer continued with athird
diamond, North winning perforce with ¢ A. North now played a club which declarer let run to
& Q. Declarer next led aheart, North prematurely rising with her ¥ A on which declarer played
her v K, thus unblocking the heart suit! North continued with a spade which declarer ruffed
before playing a heart to dummy's ¥ Q and then cashing ¥ Jdiscarding her losing club. Declarer
emerged with TEN tricks! Saintly statusto Deirdre Adams. Sinner status awarded to North.

At another table East declared 3¢ after West had opened 2 v (Flannery - showing 11-15 hcp
with 4 spades and 5 hearts). South found the good (for the defense) lead of # J, declarer winning
in hand with # A. Declarer immediately played ¥ K hoping to setup a heart winner for aclub
discard from hand whilst dummy still had ¢ A in place for access to the heart suit. North,
watching partner's heart play (v 2), which indicted an odd number, correctly ducked thev K and
won the second heart. North now switched to ¢ 8...and declarer seemed to be faced with asimple
choice of plays..¢ Jor ¢ K. Butinfact thereisaright play and awrong play. ¢ K is correct.
Declarer cannot afford to lose the lead to South who will continue clubs. South must assume that
North holds ¢ A and so should play ¢ K. Thiswinsand declarer now plays a spade to dummy's
& A, cashesv Q, discarding a club and continues with ¥ J discarding a second club as South
ruffswith ¢ Q. Declarer subsequently loses two more diamonds to North ...but declarer bags
ninetricks and his contract! BUT, at the table, declarer finessed ¢ J, South winning with ¢ Q
and N/S then cashed two club tricks and duly won two more trumps to defeat the contract by two
tricks. The play of the ¢ K isnot just about the diamond suit in isolation...it's about the whole
hand and that's why the ¢ K istheright card to play. It gives declarer a chance to make the
contract!

There was a huge variety of contracts and unfortunately | have run out of time to analyse them.
Suffice to say that N/S played in spades at five tables; diamonds contracts were reached at nine
tables; one E/W pair played in 4H-3; nine E/W pairs played in a hopeless NT contract at the 2 or
3 level. All contract failed apart from the two previously mentioned.



Board 9 o K64

North Deals vy KQ1094
E-W Vul ¢ J42
& J6
s 10 N 4« AQ753
v Al W £ v 63
¢+ K63 ¢ A10875
& AK100873 HECEE , o
4 J982
v 8752
+ Q9
* 542

EW 7N; EW 7&; EW 6¢ ; EW 44 ; EW 2v ; Par —2220: EW 7N

Thiswill not be an easy hand to bid to asmall or grand slam. Many E/W pairswill reach 3SNT
making 11, 12 or 13 tricks.

Saints & Sinners

The BIG Sinner was BBO which encountered 'minor problems as many pairs were playing this
board. At the end of play | discovered that there were no results from SIX tables!

Congratulations to the three E/W pairsthat bid asmall slam...6%, 64 and 6 NT respectively.
saintly statusto Kevin & Anne, Michael & Marlene, Fiona & Brian. the declarersin 6C and
6 NT were forced to take a spade finesse to make their contracts.

Sinner status to the three E/W pairsthat languished in a part-score, with Absolute Sinner
status to the E/W pair that contracted 24 after East opened 14, West bid 2%, North bid 2 v
and West bid 24 with a singleton spade, SEVEN clubs, and 15 hcp opposite an opening bid!



Board 10 o AK53

East Dedls v J1064
Both Vul ¢ 42
& AKQ
& J1096 N 4 Q84
vo W £ vy A32
¢ KQJ83 = ¢ A95
& 543 ® 10976
& 72
vy KQ875
¢ 1076
& J82

NS4v; NSIN; EW 14 ; EW 1¢ ; NS 1%; Par +620: NS 4v



Board 11
South Dedls
None Vul

e K62
v KJ8
¢ Q32
& 9543

NS 3v: NS2N; NS3&: EW 14 NS 1¢ ; Par +140: NS 3v

& 103

v 9752

¢ K10876

% J8
N 4 QJ854

v Q10
WS 4 A 054

Sl . 102

o A97

vy A643

¢ J

& AKQ76



Board 12 & AQ
West Deals v 6532
N-Svul ¢ AK97

a5 a K9742
v J7 v AQ98
+ Q8653 ¢ J
& AQ854 *J93

s J10863

v K104

¢ 1042

» 106

W 3s; E2&; NS1e; W 1v; NS1¢; Par—110: W 2&+1



Board 13 o A5

North Deals vy KQ9875
Both Vul + 08
& QJ9
s KJ8432 4 Q107
v 2 W v J64
+ 763 ¢ KJ5
& K103 Sl 7542
s 96
vy A103
¢ A10942
& A86

NS5v; NS3N; NS5¢ ; NS2&; EW 14 ; Par +650: NS 4v +1

E/W should make eleven tricks in hearts...maybe twelve at some tables where a non-black suit
lead allows declarer to establish the diamond side suit before E/W can score their diamond and a
trick in either black suit! Note also that if East leads a club declarer needs to rise with CA, draw
trumps and play diamonds, by finessing into West, in order to score eleven tricks. If declarer
allows West to win the opening club lead then a spade switch sees declarer lose three tricks...a
spade, adiamond, aclub! Taking the double-finesse in diamonds restricts the losers to one trick
in the suit. Note also that taking the repeated diamond finesses acts as a safety valve against a
club switch by E/W...West cannot safely switch to a club whereas East can! Thisis the type of
consideration that declarer should take into account when planning the play of ahand!

Saints & Sinners
4H became the final contract at all 24 table. At three tables twelve tricks were scored!

At one table East led a small spade to partner's SK and declarer's SA. Declarer then played three
rounds of trumps. West showing out on the second round. Declarer then led DQ, East playing
low. Declarer continued with D8, East covering (too late!) with DJ as declarer won with
dummy's DA and then ruffed athird diamond in hand as both opponents followed suit thus
establishing D94 as winners! Declarer then led CQ from hand AND ROSE WITH CA in dummy,
thus guaranteeing twelve tricks. Absolute Sinner status to East for failing to cover DQ with her
DK and thus establish two tricks for the defense!

At another table East led C2 (WRONG...should lead C5, second highest from four small cards
without an honour). At this table the Robot declarer rose with dummy's CA, cashed three top
hearts ending in hand and then led d8, East covering with dJ as declarer ducked in dummy! East
could have continued with a club to partner's CK (perhaps West should have played C10 on
opening lead instead off C3!!!). BUT, East switched to a spade declarer winning in hand with
SA. Declarer now led DQ AND IF EAST FAILED TO COVER decalre would have been held to
amere TEN tricks. East idly covered and declarer emerged with TWELVE tricks! Sinner status
to East. Poor play by the Robot which should have covered DJ and continued diamonds.



Board 13 o A5

North Deals vy KQ9875
Both Vul + 08
& QJ9
s KJ8432 4 Q107
v?2 W £ v J64
+ 763 ¢ KJ5
& K103 Sl 7542
s 96
vy A103
¢ A10942
& A86

NS5v: NS3N; NS5¢ ; NS2&: EW 14 ; Par +650: NS4v +1
Saints & Sinners

4H became the final contract at all 34 table. Three declarers scored twelve tricks, at six tables
declarer scored eleven tricks and at the remaining fifteen tables declarer scored the bare
minimum ten tricks.

At one table East led a small spade to partner's SK and declarer's SA. Declarer then played three
rounds of trumps. West showing out on the second round. Declarer then led DQ, East playing
low. Declarer continued with D8, East covering (too late!) with DJ as declarer won with
dummy's DA and then ruffed athird diamond in hand as both opponents followed suit thus
establishing D94 as winners! Declarer then led CQ from hand AND ROSE WITH CA in dummy,
thus guaranteeing twelve tricks. Absolute Sinner status to East for failing to cover DQ with her
DK and thus establish two tricks for the defense!

At another table East also led S7 to partner's SJ and declarer's SA. Declarer cashed two top hearts
in hand and then led DQ, East covering with DK as declarer won with dummy's DA. Declarer
next cashed HA and then played a diamond to D8 in hand, East winning with DJ. East now had
all the information needed to know what to do next...BUT, East switched to a club and decalre
rose with dummy's CA and then discarded his losing spade and two losing clubs on dummy's
winning diamonds. Eats missed the opportunity for his side to cash a spade tricsk. The club
switch was awaste of time... Why? Because East knows that declarer has started with six hearts,
SA, 4 diamond winners, and CA. If declarer has another spade, and it's not the SK, then East
needs to cash a spade winner NOW otherwise declarer's spade loser will vanish on dummy's
winning diamonds! Sinner statusto East.



Board 14 o AK1083

East Deals v7
None Vul ¢ AK965
® J3
4 Q52 N & 97
v Q64 v = v KJ10852
¢ 10 ¢ 432
4 AQ10872 MEEEE , (5
4 J64
vy A93
¢ QJ87
® 964

NS54; NS5¢; EW 3v; NS1IN; EW 1&; Par +450: NS 54

N/S can make5# or 5+ . E/W can make nine tricksin hearts. Will East's2¥ (Weak) opening
prove to be a hindrance to N/S bidding the spade game? And then there's a'gadget’ designed
specifically for the hand that North holds when facing a2 ¥ opening. The bidding convention is
called 'Leaping Michaels. Over aWeak 24 or 2 ¥ opening by the opponents, with 5/5 in the
other magjor and aminor, ajump to 4 of the minor shows that minor and the other mgjor. Here, if
East opens 2 ¥ then North can show his 5/5 distribution by bidding 4 ¢ . South of course will
convertto4 4.

Saint & Sinners

At one table Orla M cEntee held the North hand and East opened 2 ¥ (Weak) which was Passed
to Orlawho bid 4 ¢ , (¢ } showing 5 Spades and 5 diamonds. Deirdre O'Halloran bid 44 and had
no problem wrapping up eleven tricks.

At only six of 24 tables was the spade game reached!

At another table East opened 2 ¥ which was passed to North who Doubled. South erred by
passing. East made nine tricks for a score of +570 and 12.83 IMPs. North might have been better
advised to simply bid 2 4 . But despite that, South should not should bid 3 ¢ .

At another table East was alowed play in 3v after North competed with 24 . South led # 4 and
North cashed his4 AK and continued with athird spade as declarer discarded a diamond from
hand. Declarer should have paused before playing to the next trick! In fact declarer played three
rounds of hearts, South winning the third round and then switching to a diamond and N/S cashed
two diamonds to add to the 2 spades and v A for aone trick defeat. Two roads for declarer to
score nine tricks: 1) After the second heart wins simply play three rounds of clubs discarding
another diamond from hand thus losing 2 spades, 1 heart, 1 diamond. 2) the better lineisto play
adiamond after winning ¢ Q. Thiswill enable declarer to ruff her second diamond in dummy.
Careless by declarer...Sinner status awarded to East. And credit to South who waited until the
third round of trumps before winning with HA and thus enabling N/S to cash two diamonds. But
declarer should not have played the third round of trumps!



Board 15 & QJ987

South Deals vy AQ94
N-SVul ¢ K
& AQO9
s K6  * A5
v K106 W v 3753
+ 987 ¢ AQ1042
418732 Sl . 65
s 10432
v 82
+ 1653
& K104

NS4 ; NSIN; EW 1v; EW 1¢ ; W 1&; Par +620: NS 44

A fairly straightforward ten tricksin 4 4 ....but will all N/S pairs bid the spade game. Declarer
should take the heart finesse and then ruff two hearts in dummy. Single-dummy (i.e. not being
able to see the defenders hands) a potential concern might be that if declarer plays atrump
BEFORE securing the second heart ruff in dummy, either defender might be able to win and cash
two more rounds of trumps thus removing from dummy the trump needed to ruff the second
heart. Note that in thisinstance that is not a problem because the trumps actually break 2-2.

Saints & Sinners

At one table a BBO Robot declared 44 onthelead of ¢ A. East then switched to # 6, declarer
winning in hand with # A as West followed with # J..MISTAKE! Declarer should have won
with dummy's & K and then finessed the v Q. Anyway, declarer won the club switch in hand and
then played a club to dummy's % 10 and finessed ¥ Q. Declarer next ruffed a heart in dummy and
returned to hand via a diamond ruff and then led his fourth heart and ruffed with dummy'ss 10
BUT West overruffed with ¢ K. Now West delivered the killer blow by returning a club and East
ruffed with & 5. East cashed # A for the setting trick. The mistake re where to win the club
switch was declarer's undoing!

So, the moral of the story is that BBO Robots, although they can play very well most of the time,
don't always get it right! The mistake was not winning the club switch in dummy and finessing
the v Q, cashing ¥ A and ruffing a heart, and then ruffing a diamond in hand and ruffing the last
heart in dummy with # 10. The difference is that when West overruffs and returnsaclub itis
only the second round of the suit and declarer can win in hand and play a second trump,
removing the defenders trumps! And thus there is no club ruff for East!

At the twenty other tables where N/S reached a spade contract all declarers made exactly ten
tricks!



Board 16
West Deals
E-W vul

s 8

v A2

¢ AK1072
& Q10765

EW 2N; EW 2v; EW 3%; EW 2¢ ; EW 14 ; Par —120: EW IN+1

& J6
vy K76
¢ 986
& 908432
N o K9752
- = v Q10854
+Q
s
4 AQ1043
v J93
¢ J543
& A



Board 17 4 109874
North Deals vy AQ94
None Vul ¢+ Q3
& A9
5 N 4 QJ32
vy 6532 v = v J8
¢ 975 ¢ K104
& Q7642 Sl . KJ53
& AK®6
vy K107
¢ AJ862

% 108
NS 64 ; NS5v; NS4N; NS5¢ ; NS 1#; Par +980: NS 64

Yes, N/S can make 6 4 ...but some declarers will have difficulty making 45Sa ! If East leads aclub
then declarer can play two rounds of trumps, getting the bad news. But declarer need not panic. A
heart to hand and a continuation of ¢ Q will see declarer subsequently establish dummy's two
long diamonds as winners. Dummy can be entered with a heart and declarer's losing club can be
discarded on the fourth diamond.

Saints & Sinners

Exalted Saintly statusto Monica Power who found herself at the helmin 64 when propelled to
the dizzy heights by partner! Monicareceived alittle bit of good fortune when East led ¢ 4
which declarer let run to her ¢ Q. Declarer next led 4 10 and East rose to the occasion by
playing LOW (Saintly statusto Norma O'Connell). Declarer rose with ¢ A and returned to
hand with v Q. Declarer continued with ¢ 7 and Norma again played low. This was the crux
point of

the hand. If declarer rose with # K then the slam would fail as East would score S# QJ. BUT,
there is a safety play against East holding ¢ QJxx...and Monicarose to the occasion by playing
# 6 from dummy. She was not out of the woods just yet...but at least the slam was still in play!
Declarer now cashed dummy's# K, played aclub to her # A (setting up awinner for the
defense!) and then finessed ¢ J. Declarer now cashed ¢ A discarding her losing club from hand
whilst also establishing dummy's remaining diamonds as winners. The defense had no defence!
Declarer then cashed ¥ A and got another bit of luck when East's v Jfell... (cashing dummy's
fourth diamond would have been wiser and would have guaranteed the contract irrespective of
how the hearts broke!). East subsequently scored atrick with 4 Q...but that was all. Absolutely
top class declarer play (up to the point of cashing ¥ K) by Monica Power and excellent defense
by Norma O'Connell who didn't make life easy for declarer and is also awarded Saintly status.

Y es, life was made much more comfortable for declarer by virtue of the diamond lead but the
contract can make even on a more challenging club lead. Declarer winswith# A leads# 10 and
letsit runif East playslow. Next lead ¢ Q and finesseif East playslow. Then finesse ¢ J, cash
¢ A discarding the losing club from hand. If East covers¢ Q thenwinwith ¢ A, cash ¢ Jand
ruff the third round. Now play two top spades and then lead the fourth diamond discardingthe
losing club from hand. All roads lead to home!,



Board 17 4 109874
North Deals vy AQ94
None Vul ¢+ Q3
& A9
5 N 4 QJ32
vy 6532 v = v J8
¢ 975 ¢ K104
& Q7642 Sl . KJ53
& AK®6
vy K107
¢ AJ862

% 108
NS 64 ; NS5v; NS4N; NS5¢ ; NS 1%; Par +980: NS 64
Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table North declared 4 ¢ after South responded 2 ¢ . East found an unusual and costly
(for the defense) lead of ¢ 10 which declarer won in hand with ¢ Q. Declarer then finessed 4 10
when East played low. Declarer next cashed two top trumps and then played a heart to hand and
finessed ¢ Jbefore cashing ¢ A, thereby setting up ¢ 86 as winners. Declarer then played a heart
to hand and exited on a spade to East's¢ Q. East switched to asmall club, declarer winning in
hand and then playing a heart to dummy's ¥ K and cashing dummy's two diamond winners for
twelve tricks. Well played...except that an initial spade to dummy's# A (or ¢ K) is better on the
first play of the trump suit in case West holdsasingleton # Q or ¢ J. Finessing ¢ 10into a
singleton ¢ Q or ¢ Jwill see declarer lose TWO spade tricks! Saintly statusto Orla M cEntee,
who was at the helm. M onica and Orla were the only declarers to make twelve tricks!

Sinner statusto all declarers who failed to make ten tricks especially the declarer who only made
eight tricks!

At onetable East led # 3, declarer beating West's# Q with & A. Declarer now cashed two top
spades, West discarding ¢ 5 on second round, as declarer got the bad news. A heart to declarer's
v A wasfollowed by ¢ Q covered by East's ¢ K. Declarer then cashed ¢ Jand continued with

¢ 8 onwhich declarer discarded her losing club from hand. East won with ¢ 10, but dummy's

¢ 62 were now established as winners. East cashed # Q before continuing with # K. Declarer
was now in full control...BUT did not realiseit! Thisis a case where declarer can use a side suit
as'auxiliary' trumps. Declarer can ruff # K, play a heart to dummy's ¥ K and then lead ¢ 6...East
can ruff with his master trump, ¢ J, but declarer can win any return and cash heart winners. BUT,
what actually happened is that declarer ruffed C# K and then fatally led # 10, her last trump,
which East won with ¢ J. East then cashed two club tricks to defeat the contract by two tricks as
declarer discarded winning hearts from hand and winning diamonds from dummy! Absolute
Sinner statusto North.



Board 17 4 109874
North Deals vy AQ94
None Vul ¢+ Q3
& A9
5 N 4 QJ32
vy 6532 v = v J8
¢ 975 ¢ K104
& Q7642 Sl . KJ53
& AK®6
vy K107
¢ AJ862

% 108
NS 64 ; NS5v; NS4N; NS5¢ ; NS 1%; Par +980: NS 64
Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table North declared 54 x after South responded 2 ¢ and then bid 4 # (Gerber) which
West Doubled. South subsequently settled in 54 which East Doubled. West led # K, declarer
winning in hand with # A. Declarer then cashed two top trumps getting the bad news...BUT at
this point the contract is still makeable. All declarer needsto do isto play aheartto v Q, lead

¢ Qandfinesseif East playslow and then finesse ¢ J, cash ¢ A and discard the losing club and
continue with afourth diamond discarding a heart. Declarer can then play the two red suits
leaving East to score histwo trumps. If East covers¢ Q with ¢ K then declarer winswith ¢ A,
cashes ¢ Jadn ruffs athird diamond in hand and then plays a heart to dummy's ¥ K and
continues with afourth diamond discarding hislosing club. East eventually scores his two trump
tricks...but that'sit! Either way, eleven tricks and contract made. HOWEVER, after cashing two
top trumps declarer meekly played athird trump losing to East's# Q, East then continued clubs,
declarer ruffing the third round. Declarer now led ¢ Q, East covering with ¢ K, and cashed ¢ A
and ¢ Jand then ruffed third round with # 10, hislast trump._ Declarer then played three top
hearts, East ruffing the third round with # Jand then cashed # 5 for atwo trick defeat. Sinner
status to North.

At one table declarer won the club lead and then cashed two top trumps, getting the bad news.
This declarer simply gave up the ghost...with two trumps losers already certain and a club trick
for the taking when they gain the lead, declarer played adiamond to his¢ Q losingto East's ¢ K
who then scored a club and two trumps to defeat the contract by one trick. Sinner statusto
declarer.

At yet another table East led v J, declarer winning with ¥ Q. Declarer then cashed two top
spades, getting the bad news and then continued with athird spade, East winning with ¢ J. East
now found a quite inspired play of # K, declarer winning with & A. Declarer then made the futile
play of another spade, East winning with # Q. East continued with her remaining heart (a club
would be much better), declarer winning in dummy with ¥ 10. Declarer then 'surrendered' by
playing ¢ A and adiamond to her ¢ Q, losing to East's ¢ K. One down. Sinner statusto North
for failure to plan the play and also for failing to adapt once the poor trump break became

known!
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Saints & Sinners (continued)

At one table North received the lead of # 3, declarer winning with # A. Declarer led ¢ 10 and
East fell from grace by covering with & J, declarer winning with dummy's ¢ K and then cashing
the & A and getting the bad news. Declarer then continued with adiamond to his¢ Q and East's
¢ K. East cashed # K and continued with ¢ Q and then followed with & J as declarer ruffed.
Declarer was now on target to score the rest of the tricks BUT failed to draw East's4 3. East duly
ruffed a heart with # 3 for the setting trick. Sinner status to a careless declarer...and Sinner
status also to East for covering ¢ 10 with ¢ J. Assuming that North is showing 5 spades, East
should realise that there is no layout where it can be right to cover ¢ 10 with # J. East's spade
holdingis4 QJ32. The only reason for coveringisto promote a lower ranking spade... no
amount of covering will ever promote# 32 into winner status!

N/S at one table had either a bidding mix-up or else South mic-clicked when bidding 1 NT in
response to partner's opening bid of 14 and this became the final contract! Sinner status to N/S.

Saintly status to Billy Cunniffe who declared 44 on the lead of & 3. Declarer won with & A
and then cashed two top spades before playing a heart to his hand and then continuing with ¢ Q,
covered by East with ¢ K declarer winning with ¢ A and then continuing with ¢ Jand athird
diamond, ruffed in hand. Declarer next played a heart to dummy's¥ K and continued with ¢ 8,
discarding hislosing club from hand. East scored ¢ QJ and that wasiit for the defense. Eleven
tricks to declarer.

At another table North aso received a club lead, declarer winning with# A and then cashing two
top spades and getting the bad news. Declarer now mistakenly cashed dummy'sv K and
continued with aheart to ¥ Q and then led ¢ Q which East failed to cover (Sinner status
awarded to East). Declarer now finessed the ¢ J and then cashed ¢ A discarding her losing club
from hand. NOTE: Declarer's premature cashing of ¥ K left her with no entry to dummy for
winning diamonds if East covered ¢ Q and declarer then had to ruff the third diamond in
hand...NO way back to dummy for the established diamonds! Declarer emerged with eleven
tricks albeit East's error in failing to cover ¢ Q was a significant factor in declarer scoring the
overtrick!
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Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table North declared 44 after South raised directly to the spade game. Thisiswrong.
South's hand is too good for a direct bid of 44 which is commonly used to show a distributional
hand with less than opening points. Here South should bid 2 ¢ first and thenbid 44 . Thisisa
'‘Delayed Game Raise' and shows a hand with at least opening values and usually less than
16hcp. East found the unfortunate lead (for the defense) of ¢ 4, declarer winning in hand with

¢ Q. Declarer next cashed two top spades and then needlessly played a third trump to East's¢ J.
East, committed a form of bridge hari-kiri by continuing with ¢ 10, declarer winning with
dummy's ¢ J. Declarer now had a safe route to eleven tricks by cashing ¢ A whilst discarding
her club loser from hand and also establishing dummy's two long diamonds as winners. BUT
declarer, upon winning with ¢ Jplayed aclub to her & A and then played a fourth spade to East's
# Q. East cashed # K to hold declarer to ten tricks! Sinner statusto North.

Another North, receiving the lead of ¥ J, declared in asimilar fashion to that outlined above, i.e.
cashing two top trumps and then playing two more rounds of trumps without trying to discard
the club loser on along diamond. Sinner statusto North.

NOTE 1: On anon-club lead declarer can always make AT LEAST eleven tricks by establishing
dummy's diamonds for a discard of the losing club from declarer's hand.

NOTE 2: It should be noted that the diamond finesse can not be avoided and should therefor be
taken sooner rather than later, in particular with ¥ K still in place as an entry for established
diamond winners.

At another table East led # 3...and declarer ducked thus forfeiting any chance to score twelve
tricks. When declarer subsequently failed to hold trump losers to one trick declarer was destined
to make her contract without an overtrick! Ducking the club lead offers no advantage to declarer
and she failed to maximise her diamond assets to best effect. Sinner statusto declarer.
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3NT can make...but it needs careful play by declarer! Nine tricks are there on any lead as long as
declarer guessesto lead a club to South's# K. If South declares on a spade lead, declarer must
risswith # A at trick one otherwise East wins and switches to a heart setting up three heart
tricks, # A and # A for aonetrick defeat. That also assumes that declarer guesses right to play a
club to South's # K. Misguessing the club suit sees the contract fail. Similarly, if North declares
3 NT on aspade lead declarer will win the first trick with # Q and then lead a club towards
dummy and must guessright (rise with # K) to make the contract! Also, on aheart lead from
either side declarer again must risewith ¥ A, or risewith ¢ A if West winswith ¥ Q and
switches to a spade. In all cases declarer must guess the club layout to make nine tricks.

Saints & Sinners

3NT was bid at eight tables...making at just two! In both cases aBBO Robot was at the helm. At
one table North declared after East overcalled 14 at second opportunity. East led # 6, declarer
winning with 4 Q as West followed with # 2. Declarer next led # 4 and rose with dummy's & K
when East played low. A second club established the suit for declarer as East won with# A. East
now fell from grace by continuing with # 8 despite partner's clear signal of disinterest at trick
one! Sinner status to East. Declarer won with # Jand played out his club winners and
eventually West mistakenly discarded a diamond (despite North having responded 1 ¢ to South's
opening bid of 1C# AND where East discarded a spade on the second diamond thus confirming
for West that North held ¢ 10!). West's discard saw North's ¢ 10 score declarer's twelfth trick!
Sinner statusto West.

At the other table where aBBO Robot declared 3NT, East led ¥ 2 despite having overcalled 1 4
and having received support from partner with abid of 24 . The heart lead puts the defense in the
driving seat and if declarer misguesses the play of the club suit then the contract could fail via3
heartsand 2 clubs. Declarer played ¥ Jfrom dummy as West won with HQ. West now switched
to # 2 and declarer made no mistake by rising with# A and leading & 4. East rose with & A
(playing low is better) and cashed # K and then continued with a spade to declarer's4 Q.
Declarer continued with a club to dummy's# K and duly emerged with ten tricks.
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Saints & Sinners (continued)

At all the other tables where N/S played 3NT declarer took the losing club finesse and ended one
down when West won with # Q and played a spade through North's¢ AQ (or ¢ AJ) thus
enabling East to establish two long spade winners whilst still holding # A as an entry to cash the
spade winners.

At one table South declared 5% after North bid 24 (1 ¢ isbetter) in response to South's opening
bid of 1%. West led ¢ 7, declarer finessing and East winning with # K. East continued a spade
to declarer's# Q. Declarer cashed ¢ A, discarding ¥ Jfrom hand and then led # J, East rising
with & A and continuing with a heart to declarer'sv A. Declarer cashed # K and duly lost a
diamond for the setting trick.

At another table aggressive bidding by E/W (East made a Takeout Double over North's 1 ¢
response to South's opening 1 ) saw West bid 3 v after N/S had settled in 3 #. South won the
heart lead and straightaway took the spade finesse...if it works then South can discard hislosing
heart on the third spade. Alas, East won the first spade and returned a heart to declarer'sv Jand
West'sv Q. West continued with ¥ Q, declarer ruffing in hand. There was only one more play to
make...the club suit. If declarer could play the suit for one loser the contract would make.
Declarer played a spade to dummy and led # J, East playing low...and declarer finessed into
West's# Q and the contract duly failed by one trick.

At another table E/W a so competed in the bidding, East making a Takeout Double of North's

1 ¢ response to South's opening bid of 1 % . At thistable E/W also bid to 3 ¥ with South buying
the contract in 4 %. Again, West led a heart, declarer winning with ¥ A. Declarer made an usual
play of leading # K from hand, presumably hoping to find # Q singleton, which did not work out
on this occasion and declarer duly lost 2 clubs, 1 heart and 1 Spade, for one down. There was no
rush to play the trump suit at trick two. Declarer should have finessed the spade...if it winsthen
declarer can discard her losing heart (or adiamond) and if it loses then declarer can subsequently
access dummy via a second spade and play clubs from the North hand. Nothing lost and much
that might have been gained. Sinner statusto South.



Board 18 & AQJ

East Deals v 983
N-SVul ¢ K1054
& J43
& 732 N & K9865
vy Q1075 WS v K642
¢ QJ92 + 73
& 08 Sl . A5
& 104
v Al
¢ A8G6
& K109762

NS3N; NS4%; NS2¢ ; EW 1v; Par +500: EW 4v x—3
Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table N/S played in 2 after East overcalled 14 . West led ¢ 2 and declarer rose with
# A and continued with & J, East rising with # A and then continuing with & 5, declarer rising
with & K, felling West's# Q... Declarer continued with a spade to East's¢ K who switched to a
heart, declarer rising with ¥ A. Declarer next played a diamond to dummy's ¢ K, East following
with ¢ 3. Declarer then cashed ¢ Q, discarding ¥ J before playing a club to hand and cashing
three more clubs forcing West to reduce to two cards. At that point West heldv Q, ¢ QJwith
dummy holding v 98, ¢ 10. So, what should West discard? Clearly declarer holds¢ A ..why
so? Because when declarer earlier played a diamond to dummy's¢ K, East did not produce

¢ Alll Sothat's one of declarer's last two cards. Obviously the other is either aheart or a
diamond. If it'saheart then West's¥ Q isno useif South holdsthe ¥ K and if South doesn't
have v K then East hasit. So. logically we can easily discard ¥ Q knowing that it is of no use
whereas ¢ QJmight be. BUT, West actually discarded a diamond and thus declarer made the
last two tricks with ¢ A8. But there is another dimension to this hand...If East plays ¢ 7 on the
first round followed by adiscard of ¢ 3 he can tell his partner that he started with only two
diamonds, thus clarifying for West that South's last two cards are diamonds! Sinner status to
E/W with West committing the bigger sin. Counting, counting...all the time!

2 & by South was also the contract at another table where East overcalled 14. West led ¢ 3
(M.U.D ...Middle Up Down from three small cards), declarer rising with dummy'se A. Declarer
continued with  J, East playing low and rising with # K from hand. Declarer next played a
diamond to dummy's ¢ K and led another club, felling East's# A and West's# Q. East could
have saved atrick by switching to asmall heart whilst still holding S# K...BUT, East cashed ¢ K
and then played a heart...TOO LATE! Declarer rose with¥ A and could discard hislosing heart
on dummy's ¢ Q...if only declarer could get to dummy! But the only entry was the mighty & 4
whereas declarer held # 1097...and the mightiest # 2!!! Top class by declarer, Frank Reynolds,
who had the wit to hold # 2 as a possible entry to dummy via# 4 in the North hand! Ten tricks
to N/S and Exalted Saintly status awarded to declarer. That's forward planning and very
thoughtful and careful declarer play.
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Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table North declared 2 NT after East overcalled 14, supported by partner. East did
well to lead ¥ 2, West winning with ¥ Q and returning a heart to South'sv A. Declarer, who had
bid clubs twice, led a club towards dummy and West fell from grace by playing low, forcing
partner towin with & A. West's# Q duly fell under South's % K. Nine tricks to declarer. Sinner
status to West.

At another table E/W defended 2 NT by North. East led # 6 declarer winning with ¢ JasWest
followed with # 2. Declarer finessed # Jinto West's # Q. West continued with a spade, declarer
finessing into East's ¢ K. East now found the killing switch of asmall heart and the defense
subsequently scored 1 spade, 3 hearts, 2 clubs to defeat the contract by one trick. Note that if
declarer rose with # A on the second round of the suit and played a second club then declarer
would have made 2 spades, 1 heart, 2 diamonds, 4 clubs, i.e. NINE tricks! Well defended by
E/W. Saintly status awarded to Deirdre Corbett & Miriam Mullan.

Two E/W pairs were alowed to play in 3H...UNDOUBLED! Sinner statusto N/S.

At one table East made alight opening of 14, South bid 2 %, West bid 24 which passed back to
South who bid 34 and East's 34 bought the auction. South did well to avoid leading a club
which would have gifted declarer a soft trick with dummy's# Q. Instead South found the deadly
lead of ¥ A and continued with v Jdeclarer winning with dummy's ¥ Q. Declarer next led ¢ 2
from dummy and North fell from grace by following with & J, declarer winning with ¢ K and
playing a second spade, North winning with # Q and then cashing ¢ A. [If North had risen with
# A he could have given his partner a heart ruff.] North next cashed ¢ K (switchingtoaclubis
better) and continued with adiamond to partner's¢ A...and that was the end of the defense.
South was now end-played having previously discarded a diamond. But even if she hadn't
discarded a diamond she was still end-played by having to lead a club or diamond, the former
generating atrick for dummy's# Q and the latter enabling declarer to discard her losing club
from hand. Double Sinner statusto North who could have given partner a heart ruff and
because he should also have switched to a club instead of a diamond thus enabling South to score
her # K
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Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table South Passed and North opened 1 ¢ , East overcalling 14 and South, trying to
play catch-up, bid 24 . West bid 24 and this was passed to South who now bid 3 ¢ which was
passed out! South should have opened 1 #...playing catch-up is not always easy and sometimes
leads to situations like this! Notethat 2 ¢ islisted as a makeable contract...but not 3¢ ! East led
& A and switched to a small heart, declarer rising with dummy's¥ A. Declarer would do best to
continue with a heart hoping to ruff her third heart in dummy...BUT declarer played a spade
finessing # Jinto East who won with ¢ K. East now cashed ¥ K and continued with a spade
declarer winning in hand. Declarer next played a diamond to dummy's¢ A and returned a
diamond, West rising with ¢ J as declarer won with ¢ K. Declarer had few options and cashed
# A and then ruffed her losing heart with dummy's ¢ 8. Declarer next cashed # K and continued
with aclub, West ruffing with ¢ 9 and then cashing ¢ Q and conceding the last trick to North's
¢ 10 and declarer had to settle for one down. Sinner status to South.

At five tables North declared 2 NT on the lead of a small spade. All declarers finessed a club into
West's# Q who continued with a spade to East's# K who played athird spade to declarer'ss A.
Declarer then played a second club and East won with # A and cashed two spade winners...and
that was the end of the defense! Note that if East switched to a small heart after winning 4 K the
defense would have cometo SIX tricks and thus beaten 2 NT by one trick. Not easy to find that
defense when East knows that playing a third spade will ensure that declarer is held to eight
tricks whereas if North holds ¥ Qx(xx) then a heart switch from East would see declarer score at
least nine tricksl HOWEVER, this does raise an issue re IMPs v MatchPoints. In IMPs the focus
ison DEFEATING the opponents contracts, If declarer makes an extratrick it only costs approx.
1 IMP whereas in a Matchpoints event it could be the difference between atop or bottom. In that
light there is something to be said for East switching to a small heart in the hope that West holds
v QxxxX. Note also that North's hand islimited in terms of high-card strength (not more than
11hcp) and North is already known to hold # AQJ and perhaps # Jif that card was played
earlier. Declarer could also have¢ K (or ¢ QJor ¢ KJ)ory QBUT not¢ Kandv Q!
Counting, counting...all thetime!
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6 % can make athough atrump lead might prove awkward. Bidding the small slam might prove
difficult for many partnerships. A diamond lead makes life easy. Win and cash ¢ A and then ruff
two diamonds in dummy. The doubleton ¥ Jisabonus. On a heart lead, declarer can winin
dummy and take a diamond finesse and then negotiate two diamond ruffs. The lead of 4 A
establishes two winners in dummy and declarer can still ruff at least one diamond in dummy. The
club lead needs careful play. Declarer needs to resist the temptation of leading# K at trick two
hoping that East holds 4 A and therefore that a single diamond ruff in dummy will suffice. That
linefails as West would win ¢ A and play a second club and now declarer has alosing diamond.
On aclub lead declarer duck a diamond or cash ¢ A and then play a small diamond from hand.
The third diamond can then be ruffed and as luck would have it declarer's¢ Q becomes
established as awinner. In all honesty | suspect that | might finesse the ¢ Q after winning the
club lead in dummy. And that would be curtains for my contract if West played a second trump
after winning ¢ K. 3NT issolid and if South is declarer then 11 tricks can be guaranteed orm
even 12 on adiamond lead. If North declaresthen 3NT can be held to ten tricks.

NOTE: Thelist of Makeable Contractsisbased on DOUBLE DUMMY play. i.e. declarer
can seeall four hands and plan the play accordingly! In this case, double-dummy play
would see declarer NOT take the diamond finesse. But playing it asa single-dummy
problem the diamond finesse might seem the normal play!

Saints & Sinners

What about 7 # by South on the lead of ¢ A...believeit or not..it can make! Carol L awless was
playing with a BBO robot and opened 1, North bid 1 4, Carol bid 2 ¢ (a Reverse promising 5+
clubs, 4+ diamonds and 18+ hcp). North bid 34 and South now mistakenly bid 4 ¥ which
showed 1 or O hearts. Her Robot partner, expecting a different hand to what South actually had,
bid 7C%. West led 4 A and believe it or not the contract can actually be made! Ruff in hand and
cash # A and then # Q. Now play four rounds of hearts discarding a diamond from dummy.

Next cash ¢ A and ruff adiamond with dummy'slast club (# 7). Now cash dummy's two top
spades discarding losing diamonds from hand and then ruff a spade with ahigh club (# K, Jor
10) and then claim. Declarer scores 2 spades, 4 hearts, ¢ A and adiamond ruff, 5 clubsin hand.
13 tricks! Carol didn't find thisline...BUT she could have made the contract. See next page.
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Saints & Sinners (continued)

Carol ruffed the S# A and then played three rounds of clubs and East erred by discarding a spade
on the third trump. IF declarer had won the third trump in dummy she could then have played
dummy's two top spades, discarding two diamonds from hand, and then ruffed another spade in
hand thereby establishing dummy's fifth spade as a winner thanks to East's earlier spade discard.
Declarer could then enter dummy with ¥ K and cash the fifth spade whilst discarding her last
diamond. She would score.. 3 spades, 4 hearts, 1 diamond, 5 clubs. BUT, unfortunately declarer
won the third trump in hand and could not now ruff the fourth spade AND return to dummy to
enjoy the fifth spade. Carol finished one down.

At another table South opened 1, North bid 1 4, South bid 2 ¥ (Reverse), North bid 3% and
South bid 3NT. North now bid 4 &, expressing an interest in aslam, and South bid 4 ¢ (cue
bid), North bid 4Hv (cue bid), South bid 4 4 (cuebid) and North then bid 54 over which South
continued on to the Small Slam. Against 6 #, West made the unfortunate (for the defense) lead

of asmall diamond, declarer winning with ¢ Q. Declarer next cashed ¢ A and ruffed adiamond
with # 7. Declarer returned to hand with ¥ A and then ruffed hislast diamond with & A.
Declarer then cashed # Q, ruffed a spade in hand and drew trumps. Declarer then cashed winning
clubs and four heart tricks to land thirteen tricks. Well bid and well played. Saintly status to
North (Rory Timlin) & South (David Walsh). Additional Saintly statusto David for declarer

play.

At another table 2 BBO Robots bid as follows: South 1 #, North 1 4 , South 2 ¢ (Reverse),
North 3#, South 3v, North 4 NT (RKC), South 5% (0 or 3 Aces), North 6. West avoided
leading # A (Saintly statusto Sheila Baynes) and led ¥ 8 declarer playing ¥ 9 from dummy as
East followed with ¥ J, declarer winning in hand with ¥ Q. Declarer now played a heart to
dummy's ¥ K and then finessed ¢ Q, losing to West's ¢ K. West could have defeated the
contract by playing athird heart which East could ruff but, perhaps not surprisingly, tried to cash
& A, declarer ruffing in hand. And that was the end of the defense. If South's 3¥ showed afour
card holding then West should know that East started with a doubleton. Also, a study of dummy
shows that there is no suit in dummy on which declarer can discard a singleton spade! And East's
play of v Jfollowed by ¥ 8 might suggest a doubleton. Not easy for West!
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Saints & Sinners (continued)

Absolute Sinner statusto the N/S pair that bid al theway to 54 ...Yes...FIVE SPADES! North
redeemed herself somewhat by actually scoring ninetricks via 2 spades, 2 hearts, ¢ A and 2
diamond ruffsin hand, 2 clubs. West could have ruffed the fourth diamond with ¢ 9 which
would have seen declarer suffer athree trick defeat!

At another table South opened 1, North bid 1 4 and South mis-represented her hand by re-
bidding 3#. This bid shows asix card suit and denies the ability to make any aternative bid. On
this hand South should re-bid 24 or 2 ¥ both promising a4+ card suit AND ALSO AT LEAST
FIVE CLUBS. Over South's 3# bid North misrepresented her hand by bidding 3¥ (natural)
with only three hearts in her hand. South raised to 4 ¥ which North converted to 5%. Not a
recommended bidding sequence. Sinner status to N/S. But there's nothing wrong with the final
contract! West found agood lead of # A, Declarer winning with dummy's & A. Declarer then led
& K, discarding a diamond from hand. West won with ¢ A and switched ...to a diamond,
declarer winning in hand with ¢ Q. Declarer next drew two more rounds of trumps and then
played a heart to dummy's ¥ K, led 4 Q from dummy, discarding her remaining diamond | oser
from hand and duly wrapped up twelve tricks when ¥ Jfell on the second round of the suit!
Declarer could have ruffed adiamond in dummy after winning with ¢ Q and then discarded the
potential heart loser on ¢ Q as aprecaution in case the ¥ Jdoes not fall!

Sinner status to South at another table who choseto re-bid 1 NT which North raised to 3NT, a
contract that was played at 16 other tables! Westledv 2 (v 7, second highest of four small
cards is recommended from this holding), declarer winning with ¥ Q as East followed with v J.
The vital moment in any hand is the thinking and planning that occurs when dummy hits the
table! Here, declarer was deficient in this respect. Declarer cashed three clubs, ending in hand
and then played a heart to dummy's ¥ 9. Next declarer led # Q discarding a diamond from hand,
West winning with ¢ A and continuing with adiamond to East's ¢ J(Sinner status...play ¢ 9)
and declarer had a blank and won with ¢ A. Without thinking, declarer now played a heart to
dummy's v K, cashed # K and then suddenly realised that she was cut off from her hand which
had v A and 2 club winners!!! Declarer played a diamond and the defense cashed the remaining
four tricks to defeat the contract by one trick. A momentary lapse in concentration can be fatal!
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& AQ7
a4 A92 N s J10875
v 8732 W v J6
¢ K43 ¢ J1095
%962 Sl . 35
Q_
v AQ105
¢+ AQ62
& KJ1043

NS6#; NS5N; NS5v; S34; NS4¢ ; N 24 ; Par +920: NS 6%
Saints & Sinners (continued)

At another table Kay Scarry received the lead of v 7 (Saintly statusto West, Orla Carrall),
declarer winning with ¥ Q as East followed with ¥ J. Declarer then played a club to dummy's

& Q and led adiamond from dummy, East playing ¢ 9 asdeclarer finessed ¢ Q...and West
ducked! Declarer grabbed the opportunity and played a club to dummy's# A and then led ¢ K
discarding alosing diamond from hand. West won with # A and returned a heart, declarer
winning in dummy with ¥ K, cashed ¢ Q whilst discarding another diamond loser from hand,
and then claimed. twelve tricks. Note that finessing ¢ Q could have been costly if West won with
¢ K and continued with adiamond thus securing at least three tricks for the defense, i.e. ¢ K and
at least one other diamond, and ¢ A. On the other hand declarer could have guaranteed eleven
tricks by leading # K from dummy and thus ensuring 1 spade, 4 hearts, 1 diamond, and 5 clubs.

At two other tables South declared 3NT on the comforting (for declarer!) lead of ¢ 2. Both
declarers made no mistake. Winning with ¢ Q they entered dummy and led ¢ K, discarding a
diamond from hand. West won with # A but declarer was now able to claim twelve tricks when
v Jfelled on second round of the suit. Saintly statusto Mary L onergan and Michael Waldron.

At another table North declared 3NT after South bid clubs and hearts and North bid spades. |
don't recommend bidding 3NT with aholding of ¢ 87 in the unbid suit! That's the benefit of 4th
Suit Forcing. North could bid 3 ¢ (4th Suit Forcing) over South's 2 ¥ and South can
comfortably bid 3NT. East led her fourth best diamond (Sinner status awarded to East for not
leading ¢ J), declarer played low from dummy and West rose with ¢ K! West now underled her
# A and declarer rose with dummy's & Q, discarding alosing diamond from hand. Declarer then
cashed out for three overtricks. Well done to declarer who benefited from aless than stellar
defense!

At another table South declared 4 v after the following sequence: 1&-14;2v-3NT; 4#%-4v.
Again, a4th Suit Forcing bid of 3¢ by North over South's 2 ¥ would have seen South bid 3NT
holding the vital, and protected, ¢ AQ62. Sinner statusto N/Sfor an inelegant bidding sequence
but a Saving Grace to South who drew trumps and established a spade winner and then received
the bonus of a diamond return into her ¢ AQ to score twelve tricks.



Board 22 o KQ643

East Deals vy K94
E-W Vul ¢ 87
& AQ7
a4 A92 N s J10875
v 8732 W v J6
¢ K43 ¢ J1095
%962 Sl . 35
Q_
v AQ105
¢+ AQ62
& KJ1043

NS6#; NS5N; NS5v; S34; NS4¢ ; N 24 ; Par +920: NS 6%
Saints & Sinners (continued)

At two tables North declared 3NT after South made aReverse Bid of 24 over North's14 S
response to South's opening bid of 1 #. In each case a diamond was led by East. At one table the
¢ 5wasled and declarer played D¢ Q from dummy, West winning with ¢ K and returning a
diamond. E/W subsequently scored two diamonds and ¢ A. At the other table East led ¢ Jand
declarer rose with dummy's ¢ A. Declarer subsequently found himself on lead with nothing but
¢ Q62 and had to concede three tricks to E/W via 2 diamondsand ¢ A. At neither of these two
tables did declarer score a spade trick and consequently the contract was held to 3 NT+1 because
the final contract was wrong-sided!

And then there was a table where N/S reached 5 NT...wrong-sided. South opened 14 and North
bid24 (14 ismuch better apart from which 24 isamisrepresentation of the North hand).
South re-bid 3 ¥ and North now bid 3NT holding ¢ 87! South raisedto 5NT. Eastled ¢ J
through dummy's ¢ AQ62, declarer playing dummy's ¢ Q which lost to West's ¢ K. West
continued with adiamond to East's # 9 and declarer was now in big trouble! Declarer won the
second diamond and then cashed four hearts and five clubs but subsequently lost the last two
tricks to finish one down. Sinner statusto N/S for a poor bidding sequence that wrong-sided the
final contract and led to its defeat.

Most other N/S pairs reached 3NT, usually declared by South, with most declarers scoring
eleven tricks usually by setting up a spade trick to add to 4 hearts, 1 diamond, 5 clubs.

The essence of this hand lies with the bidding, in particular with South'sinitial rebid. A reverse
bid of 24 or 2 ¥ should give North an insight to the shape, and strength, of South's hand. North
needs vision to envisage the club slam. But many playersfind it difficult to see beyond their own
13 cards. So, top marksto the two pairs that reached 6 # and to the declarers that navigated their
way to successfully bringing home the contract.



Board 23 9

South Deals v A108752
Both Vul ¢ AD
& Q753
s Q103 4 18742
v KQ4 w e BEEE
+ 03 ¢ K74
& A9642 S s
s AK65
v 3
+ J108652
& 108

W IN; NS 2¢ ; EW 14; NS 1v; Par +90: NS 2¢



Board 24
West Dedls
None Vul

4 Q86
v 106
¢ Q985
& J1052

4 973
vy K54
¢ 1074
& A983

o KJ42
vy AJ873
¢ J3

* Q4

N IN; N 1v; NS1¢; NS1«%; Par +90: N 1IN



