
Minutes of the Tallahassee Duplicate Bridge Club Board of Directors Meeting on 

October 23, 2025 

Board of Directors members present were Roy Forman, President; David Thistle, Club 
Secretary; Joe Labat, Treasurer; Shelly Brimacombe; and Paul Boisvert.  Shelley Klein, Vice 
President, participated by telephone.   Nancy Ross (Club Manager) was absent but provided a 
report through Roy.  Club members Marcia Hengehold and Debbi Solo attended. 

 
President Roy Forman called the meeting to order at 3:31 pm at the Senior Center. 
 
The board approved the August minutes. 
 
President's Remarks 
 
 The Board of Directors welcomes nominations, including self nominations, of club 
members who would like to serve on the board.  The election will be held during the club's 
annual party, which will take place on Saturday, December 6, at the church. 
 On behalf of the board, Roy congratulated all the club members who have achieved new 
ranks during August and September (see list below). 
 Roy congratulated Joyce Stillwell and Pattie Wallace on their success at teaching bridge 
classes for new and not-so-new players.  He said that the club looks forward to welcoming 
these new players at our games. 
 Roy encouraged all new and continuing club members to pay their dues.  (Joe Labat and 
Nancy Ross can take your $30 at games.  You can also pay at the club annual party on Dec 6. 
 
Club Manager’s Report (from Nancy Ross through Roy) 
 

• Game attendance in September was very good (154 tables versus 127 in 2024). 
• She is exploring the possibility of housing some of the materials for our Sunday games 

on site in the Westminster Oaks pool house. 
• She reported that the following club members reached a new status: 

 
During August 

 
Junior Master – Cathy Shoultz 
Club Master – Doug Wussler 
Sectional Master – Sabrina Allen 
Sectional Master – Sara McGinnes 
Life Master – Linda Knox 
 

During September 
  



2 
 

  Bronze Life Master – Linda Knox 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Joe Labat) 
 

• The club had a profit of ~$100 during September and is a few hundred dollars in the 
black for the year to date. 

• The club's costs for the two bridge courses taught this fall are not yet known. 
• The club's bank balance as of the end of September was ~$46,000. 

 
Education Committee’s Report (Shelley Klein and Debbie Dodd (Cochairs), Shelley Brimacombe, 

Nancy Ross, and Joyce Stillwell) 
 

• The committee has reached out to the Rickards High School IB Program about forming a 
bridge club.  Nancy Ross has sent them materials explaining how the club might work.  
The committee is waiting to see whether a member of the Rickards faculty will agree to 
sponsor the club, as would be required. 

• Shelley Klein is teaching what she calls "Little Lessons" most Mondays at the 199er 
games.  The club calendar gives the dates of these lessons. 
 

Novice Representative’s Report (Wendy Rutter)  
 

• Shelley Brimacombe informed the board that many of the novices are getting lessons 
and having a chance to practice through the free, on-line program Planet Bridge. 

 
Disciplinary Committee's Report (Paul Boisvert (chair), Gloria Ford, Jim Lyle, and Marge Meeter) 
 

• Nothing to report. 
 
Membership Committee's Report (Shelley Brimacombe, chair) 

• Nothing to report. 
 
Bylaws Committee's Report (David Thistle (chair) and Paul Boisvert) 
 

• Nothing to report. 
 
Other Business 
 
 Roy brought to the board's attention that scores entered into the Bridgemates are 
sometimes wrong.  When these mistakes are only discovered after the end of play, they cause 
the game directors and the Club Manager considerable grief to correct.  After much discussion, 
the board proposed that each player be taught to access the screen in the Bridgemate that lists 
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the scores of each game of a round.  The goal is for each player to examine the scores and 
agree to them before the beginning of the next round. 
 
 The board discussed the election to fill vacancies on the board that will take place at the 
annual party. 
 
 Joe noted that our present Pro-Am games in which the Pro and Am only play on one 
occasion do not lend themselves well to teaching.  He proposed a scheme in which the same 
Pros play with the same Ams repeatedly.  He suggested that the club have such a Pro-Am game 
each month.  In the discussion, it was suggested that these games should consist of only 21 
boards to allow time for discussion at the end of each round.  The board approved this plan.  
The games will begin in January. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted by David Thistle, Club Secretary. 
 

Board of Director's Notes on Bridge Rules and Bridge Etiquette 
 
 Each month the board will present a rule or a point of bridge etiquette to help 
standardize club play.  If you think that a presentation is wrong or incomplete, please email 
your views to Roy Forman (rforman104@yahoo.com), and the board will do more research on 
the matter.  Please include a copy of the rule or the point of etiquette in your email. 
 
 Members of the board have encountered differences of opinion among club members 
about what happens when the declarer exposes a card.  Law 48 states "Declarer is not subject 
to restriction for exposing a card (but see Law 45C2), and no card of a declarer's or dummy's 
hand ever becomes a penalty card.  Declarer is not required to play any card dropped 
accidentally." 
 
 
 


