
Minutes of the Tallahassee Duplicate Bridge Club Board of Directors Meeting on 

July 17, 2025 

The members of the Board of Directors present were Roy Foreman, President; Shelley 
Klein, Vice President; David Thistle, Club Secretary; Joe Labat, Treasurer; Shelly Brimacombe; 
and Paul Boisvert.  Wendy Rutter, Novice Representative, participated by telephone.   Nancy 
Ross (Club Manager) and club members Judy Donohue, John Laney, and Joyce Stillwell attended 
and contributed.   

 
President Roy Forman called the meeting to order at 3:20 pm. 
 
The board approved the June minutes. 
 
President's Remarks 
 
 Congratulations to Shelley Klein who passed the ACBL club director's examination.   
 
Club Manager’s Report (Nancy Ross) 
 

• Game attendance in June was very good; we are well ahead of last year's pace. 
• All our August games are special in that they offer extra points and opportunities to 

earn silver, red, and gold points. 
• Nancy will buy an inexpensive clock (~$30) with huge letters to display the time 

remaining in a round to help keep everyone on the pace. 
• The following club members reached a new status during June. 

 
Vicki Bertoch - Junior Master 
Tricia Yates - Regional Master 

 
Treasurer’s Report (Joe Labat) 
 

• The club broke even during June and remains comfortably (~$1,000) in the black for the 
year. 

 
Education Committee’s Report (Shelley Klein and Debbie Dodd (Co-chairs), Shelley 

Brimacombe, Nancy Ross, and Joyce Stillwell) 
 

• At a planning meeting, the committee, among other things, revisited a report prepared 
by a previous Education Committee in February 2024.  The present committee would 
like all board members to review that report; it will be discussed at the next board 
meeting. 

• Joyce is working on reinitiating the mentor program for less experienced players. 
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• The committee has reached out to the Rickards High School IB Program about forming a 
bridge club.  They were told that the school would get back to them when classes 
resume in the fall. 

• Members of the committee are reaching out to other schools. 
• TDBC will provide instructors for the high-school clubs, and ACBL will pay for game 

materials, such as cards and boards. 
• The club will offer two courses in the fall.    

o Joyce Stillwell will teach Bridge Review during the day.  (The board voted to 
spend $1500 to advertise this course.  Some of the cost will be reimbursed by 
ACBL.) 

o Pattie Wallace will teach Beginning Bridge at the Senior Center in the evening. 
o More information will follow. 

  
Novice Representative’s Report (Wendy Rutter)  
 
 Wendy reported that several of the novices objected to what they perceived as a 
political post on the TDBC Facebook page.  (It was news to several board members that the club 
had a Facebook page.)  Much discussion ensued and revealed that the board wishes the club to 
be apolitical.  The motion below was offered by Nancy Ross and approved unanimously. 
 
"The administrator of the TDBC Facebook page will only allow or make posts representing 
official club activities (this would include death announcements)." 
 
 Because the TDBC Facebook page is not mentioned in the club's constitution or bylaws, 
Roy asked the Bylaws Committee to prepare draft language to include it for consideration by 
the board. 
 
Bylaws Committee's Report (David Thistle (Chair) and Paul Boisvert) 

• Nothing to report. 
 

Disciplinary Committee's Report (Paul Boisvert (Chair), Gloria Ford, Jim Lyle, and Marge Meeter) 
 

• Nothing to report. 
 
Membership Committee's Report (Shelley Brimacombe, Chair) 

• Nothing to report. 
 
Other Business 
 

• Judy Donohue and Nancy Ross reported on the progress of planning for the club's bridge 
cruise, which will take place in March 2026. 
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• Trisha Yates and Pam Finney will organize the club's annual luncheon, business meeting 
(including the election of officers), and game in December.  The board authorized a 
budget of $1,200. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at ~4:45 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted by David Thistle, Club Secretary. 
 

Board of Director's Notes on Bridge Rules and Bridge Etiquette 
 
 Each month the board will present a rule or a point of bridge etiquette to help 
standardize club play.  If you think that a presentation is wrong or incomplete, please email 
your views to Roy Forman (rforman104@yahoo.com), and the board will do more research on 
the matter.  Please include a copy of the rule or the point of etiquette in your email. 
 
 ACBL Law 74A states that "a player should maintain a courteous attitude at all times."  
The board wishes to remind all players that speaking to another player or the game director in a 
loud, angry voice violates this law and distracts all in hearing from their games.  Anyone 
exposed to such behavior can report it to the game director and/or to the Disciplinary 
Committee.  (Note that a report to the Disciplinary Committee must be submitted within three 
days of the incident.) 


