
1 
 

 

Minutes of the Tallahassee Duplicate Bridge Club Board of Directors Meeting on 

January 16, 2025 

The members of the Board of Directors present were Roy Forman, President; Shelley 
Klein, Vice President; David Thistle, Club Secretary; and Paul Boisvert.  Nancy Ross (Club 
Manager), Kathy Richer, and John Laney attended. 

 
President Roy Forman called the meeting to order at 3:33 pm. 
 
President’s Remarks  

• Note that you can pay your club dues ($30) for 2025 at any game where Treasurer Joe 
Labat is present. 

• The beginner's class that Joyce Stillwell planned to offer in January will not take place. 
• Roy asked Nancy, in her capacity as the chief of the game directors, to encourage them 

to allow members who have long commutes and those that find the games very tiring to 
be given the last sit out, if there is one. 

• The next board meeting will be after the game on February 18 at the Senior Center.  All 
club members are welcome. 

• Roy mentioned that many club members did very well in The Ace of Spades, Mini-
McKenney, and Virtual Ace of Clubs competitions.  See the club's website for results.  
(FYI, these competitions compare masterpoint accumulations among players in the 
same ACBL Unit (for us, Unit 219) over the year.  (The Ace of Clubs counts masterpoints 
earned in the club.  The Mini-McKenney counts all masterpoints earned in sanctioned 
tournaments and in club games.  The Virtual Ace of Clubs counts masterpoints won at 
sanctioned, on-line clubs on Bridge Base Online.)  

 
Club Manager’s Report (Nancy Ross) 
 

• Attendance increased by 16% in 2024 over that in 2023. 
• Nancy told the board that she was preparing the club's 2025 membership guide, which 

will be sent to the printer in early February.   
• The following club members reached a new status during December. 

o Linda Trammel—Junior Master 
o Erine Williams—Junior Master 

• Nancy reminded the members that certain team games will be structured such that no 
more than two players with more than one thousand masterpoints can be on a team.  
These games will be indicated on the club calendar.  Team organizers should check the 
club calendar before choosing their teammates. 
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Treasurer’s Report (Joe Labat) 
 

• No report 
 

Education Committee’s Report (Shelley Klein (chair), Shelley Brimacombe, Gloria Ford, and 
Joyce Stillwell) 

 
• The monthly teaching game (a.k.a. Casual Bridge) took place on January 16 at 1:00 at 

the Senior Center.  Roy Forman, Paul Boisvert, Shelley Kelley, and Fernando Tesón were 
mentors.  For the date of the February teaching game, please check the club calendar.  
More attendees (both pupils and mentors) are welcome. 

• The lessons by Roy and others before the games on Wednesdays are well received and 
will continue for the foreseeable future.  Check the monthly calendar for dates. 

• Joyce Stillwell will offer a workshop on losing-trick counting on January 18. 
   

Novice Representative’s Report (Wendy Rutter) 

No report 
 

Bylaws Committee Report (David Thistle (Chair) and Paul Boisvert) 

• The committee has nearly completed the changes to the bylaws that the board 
requested and will present a draft to the board via email before the March board 
meeting as David will be away for the February meeting.  
 

Disciplinary Committee (Paul Boisvert (Chair), Gloria Ford, and Jim Lyle) 

• Nothing to report. 

Membership Committee Report (Nancy Ross, Chair) 

• Nancy Ross resigned from the committee.  Roy Forman will ask Shelley Brimacombe to 
replace her. 
 

The board voted to adjourn the meeting at 4:05 pm.  Respectfully submitted by David 
Thistle, Club Secretary. 
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Board of Director's Notes on Bridge Rules and Bridge Etiquette 
 
 Each month the Board will present a rule or a point of bridge etiquette to help 
standardize club play.  If you think that a presentation is wrong or incomplete, please email 
your views to Roy Forman (rforman104@yahoo.com), and the board will do more research on 
the matter.  Please include a copy of the rule or the point of etiquette in your email. 
 
1.  During play, do not remove a card from your hand and hold it at the ready in anticipation of 
the next lead.  The ACBL bans this practice. 


