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Tallahassee Duplicate Bridge Club
Constitution

Name/Location

The name of this organization shall be the Tallahassee Duplicate Bridge Club, which
maybe abbreviated as “TDBC.” The main location of the games shall be held at the
Tallahassee Senior Center in Tallahassee, Florida.

Nature and Authority.

Section 1. The TDBC is incorporated in the State of Florida as a not-for-profit
organization affiliated with the American Contract Bridge League (abbreviated herein
as the “ACBL”). Loss of this affiliation, whether by ACBL action or by vote of the
membership, shall not impair or alter the remaining provisions of this Constitution or
the Bylaws.

Section 2. The TDBC shall be governed in accordance with this Constitution and
the Bylaws. So long as the TDBC is affiliated with the ACBL, no provision of this
constitution or the Bylaws may supersede, override, or be in conflict with any of
the mandates or rules of the ACBL.

Purpose and Policies.
Section 1. The purpose of the TDBC shall include the following:

a. To encourage the playing of duplicate bridge in Tallahassee and the area
for which it serves as a cultural center.

b. To sponsor such tournaments and other forms of competition as may be
approvedby the Board of Directors.

c. To encourage and to uphold the highest ethical standards of play as well
ascourteous and pleasant games.

d. To encourage and/or sponsor bridge.

e. To participate in or contribute to such charitable endeavors as may be
approvedby the Board of Directors.

f. To provide a website that keeps members informed of games and current
events and serves as a repository for historical documents.

Section 2. The policies of the TDBC shall include the following:

a. To provide duplicate bridge players the opportunity to win the maximum
numberof ACBL rating points at the lowest practical cost.

b. To provide certified directors for all TDBC games

c. To provide for and to encourage a novice game at least once a week.



Membership.

Section 1. Membership shall be open to all bridge players (except as noted below)
who pay dues as set forth in the Bylaws. Exceptions:

a. Persons under suspension or other disciplinary action by the ACBL shall not
be eligible for membership.

b. Persons under suspension or other disciplinary action by any other bridge club
orbridge organization may be admitted to membership only with approval of a
majority of the Board of Directors.

Section 2. Membership and the privileges of playing in the TDBC games may be
suspended or revoked by vote of two-thirds of the Directors in office for such reason
as they may consider appropriate. The procedure given in the ACBL Codification Part
2 — Bridge Operations, Chapter 1 — Membership Operating Guidelines shall be
followed. Race, creed, color, or expertise at bridge is not sufficient reason to bar a
player.

Board Members and Officers.

Section 1. The governing body of the TDBC shall be a Board of seven Directors
elected by a majority of members for terms herein provided from among nominees
proposed by anominating committee or from the floor at the annual general meeting.
Vacancies on the Board of Directors may be filled until the next annual general
meeting by a majority vote of the remaining members of the Board.

Section 2. Terms of the Directors shall be as follows:

a. A novice member with less than one hundred (100) master points at the time
of election shall be elected for a term of one year.

b. The remaining members of the Board shall be elected for staggered terms of
three years each.

Section 3. If the number of Governors in office is less than five (5), there shall be a
general meeting to elect new members as soon as practicable with at least seven (7)
days notice which can be given by email.

Section 4. The purpose of the Board is to manage the functions and activities of the
Club, to ensure the Club maintains sufficient liquidity to meet its current financial
obligations.

Section 5. A majority of the Board of Directors in office shall constitute a quorum.

Section 6. Officers of the TDBC shall consist of a President, a Vice-President and



Secretary, each elected by a majority vote of the Board of Directors as soon as
practicable after the annual general meeting. In the election of officers every member
of the Board shall be given an opportunity to vote, whether it be in person, by
telephone or by signed mail ballot. Proxies shall not be authorized. Officers shall turn
over documentation acquired during their term to their replacement as soon as that
person takes office.

Section 7. The President, Vice-President and Secretary shall be elected from members
of the Board of Directors and shall carry out the responsibilities set forth in the Bylaws.

Section 8. The Treasurer shall have the responsibilities as provided for in the Bylaws.
If the Treasurer is not a member of the Board, such person shall attend Board meetings
andhave all the rights and privileges of Board members other than the power to vote.

Section 9. If the Club Manager is not a member of the Board of Directors, such
person shall attend Board meetings and have all the rights and privileges of Board
members other than the power to vote. The Club Manager shall have the rights,
duties, powers and responsibilities as set forth in the ACBL Codification Part 2 —
Bridge Operations, Chapter 1- Membership Operating Guidelines, as well as those
set forth in the Bylaws. The Club Manager shall hold no other office on the Board.

Section 10. Any officer may be removed from office (but not from the Board) with
causeby an affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the Board in office. Any
Board member may be removed from such position by a petition signed by two-thirds
of the Club members. Signatures on such a petition must be dated and shall be valid for
_only (ninety) 90 days. Board members may also be removed by two-thirds vote of the
members present at a general meeting where notice of at least seven (7) days has been
given the Board member whose removal is being sought. Board members are expected
toattend regular Board meetings. Any Board member who fails to attend at least
twenty five percent (25%)of the Board meetings with unexcused absences during any
twelve-month period shall be automatically removed from the Board of Directors.

Section 11. Officers shall assume the responsibilities of their respective offices as soon
as practicable after election and shall receive from their predecessor all materials
related to that position within two weeks.

Section 12. The Board of Directors, shall appoint a Club Manager whose rights, duties
and responsibilities shall be set forth in the Bylaws. If the Club Manager is not a
member of the Board of Directors, such person may attend all Board meetings and shall
have all the rights and privileges of a Board member other than the power to vote.

Section 13. The Board of Directors shall meet on call of the President as often as
necessary to conduct the business of the TDBC. If emergency action is required,
the President or the Club Manager may act. Any action taken under this provision
shall be reported to and be reviewed at the next Board meeting.
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Section 14. The Board of Directors shall be responsible for establishing and
amending the Bylaws of the TDBC.

Meetings and Quorum.

Section 1. The annual general meeting shall be held in December after notice of at
leastseven (7) days has been given to the membership. There may be a second general
meeting scheduled by the Board (also with seven (7) days notice) to discuss club
business.

Section 2. A general meeting of the members may be called by the President at any
time but notice of at least seven (7) days must be given to the membership. A general
meeting must be called within ten (10) days after the President or the Club Manager
receives a petition signed by at least twenty-five percent (25) of the membership. Such
petition mustset forth the reason for calling a meeting and, unless prior approval is
obtained from the President or from a majority of the members of the Board in office,
the business conducted at such meeting shall be limited to that set forth in the petition.

Section 3. Those present at any regularly scheduled or any duly called general
meeting shall constitute a quorum.

Amendments.

Section 1. This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members
present at the annual meeting or at a general meeting where notice of the proposed
action_as been given at least seven (7) days prior to the meeting date.

Availability of Constitution and Bylaws.

Section 1. A copy of this Constitution, Bylaws, Standard Operating Procedures and
Board Minutes shall be available on the Club website.

Constitution and Bylaws were approved by a majority of the members Nov. 4,
1959.Amended December, 1971

Amended January, 1973

Amended December, 1976

Revised October, 1982

Amended May, 1988

Amended December, 1988 (included Christmas Party

expenditures)

Amended May 2008

Amended December 2021



