SCBA

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING

 Held online on Friday 26th September 2025
PRESENT: 

Richard Banbury (Chair); Gail Norman; Shirley Pritchard; Jackie Hawkins; William Clennell; Tony Cherrett. 

APOLOGIES: Derek Thrumble 
	1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

These were agreed. 
2. MATTERS ARISING

Shirley had written an article for the newsletter asking for clubs’ opinions on the future of the 2 County Champions events – the Mary Edwards and the Wanborough.  Attendance at both these events has dropped markedly since the pandemic.

Only one person responded, and said that events should be held more centrally to attract more players.  Richmond and Wimbledon are too far away.

It was agreed to see if Oxshott would be available to hire on 22nd March 2026 for the Mary Edwards and what the fee would be. Richard agreed to direct, but the tablecloths and bidding boxes that we used to store at Oxshott have been removed.

Gail will see if she can find out where they have gone.  Tony said he may be able to transport them if required.

The boards are with Douglas Wright, so we would have to see if we could find some from another source.

3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Richard asked if it would be useful to extend the outreach of Tim Chanter’s Supervised Play sessions on Realbridge to other clubs in the county.  He will speak to Tim to see if it is feasible.

Richard announced that the Chairman’s lunch would be on Tuesday 20th January at Bookham.  Mary Cousins from the EBU will attend, and Tony will have a topic for discussion ready before the event.
There was a discussion about the possibility of inviting non-affiliated clubs.

Shirley asked if the Chairman’s lunch was achieving anything for clubs other than a social day out.

4. DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Tony said evening learning was important, and would be looking to compile a list of Local Authority lessons. He is also going to update the teacher’s list on the website, and remove teachers who are not running beginners’ classes.

He will also insert a link to Enjoy Bridge from the EBU.

He mentioned that EBED did not want to promote Supervised Play, but preferred players to play in more gentle sessions.

5. COMPETITIONS REPORT
The Green Point Multiple Teams attracted the same number of tables as LY – 13.  The Swiss Pairs showed a drop of 5 tables from last year. It was noted that a large number of entrants were from outside the county.  

5. TREASURERS REPORT
Jackie reported that the bank balance at 25th September was £28,155.

She had not yet removed Tim’s signature from the bank accounts. 

HSBC had now cancelled the monthly £5 management fee.

6. LEAGUES/LADY ROSE
Richard said he had introduced 2 new teams to the Leagues.  The entry this year is 28 compared with 33 last year.  The equivalent figures for the Lady Rose are 27 v 35.  The qualifier attracted 6 teams compared with 9 last year.

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was noted that there was no C team entered in this year’s Met Cup.

NEXT MEETING – Fri 28th November 4.45 p.m.
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