Board 1

North Deals
None Vul
M 032 & J109
v K1064 v 813
¢« 1072 « AKJIE6
& Ko4d & 1087
a AKT
v AQ75
¢+ Q953
& 05

NSS4 NS 4N, NS 4w, NS 5&; NS 2 ¢ Par +450: NS 4a+1

West North East South

Pass Pass I NT
Pass 2 & Pass 2w
Pass ja Pass INT
All pass

South opens a Strong No Trump with a balanced 15 points. North has 4 spades so uses Stayman to find out what South has. East may consider bidding their good diamonds for the
lead, but with such a balanced hand, it 1s too risky to do so. South bids their 4 card heart suit and North patterns out. Bidding 3 & shows 5 dubs and 4 spades with a game forcing

hand. South has no fit so simply retums to 3NT.

West will most likelylead a diamond as the unbid suit - remember that Worth has shown spades! The ¢ 7 works as the 2nd highest from a poor suit. East needs to pop in the + J to

place South under the most pressure. Because East has no outside entry, they need to play alow diamond early on to keep communication open_ South will win the first trick and
take stock. 34, 1v_ 1 & and 1 # in the bank means declarer needs another 3 tricks. These could come from the cub finesse, spades breaking, clubs breaking or the heart finesse A

lot of choices! With the danger in diamonds, declarer needs to select the option that immediately gives the amount of tricks required. Going after clubs could lead to 4 extra tricks so
declarer should tackle those first by leading towards the & AQJ. When the finesse succeeds, transport should be managed with a spade before repeating the club finesse. Cashing out

the black smts leads to 11 tricks.



Board 2 A 8542

East Deals vKo952
N-S Vul + KQ108
AJO N AaK1076
vQ = vART4
¢ 95 ¢+ A632
% AK875432 WEM .
A AQ3
vJ1063
¢« J74
% Q96
NS 2N: NS 2v: EW 3&:; NS 14: Par—110: EW 3&=
West North East South
Pass Pass
4 o All pass

East has a close call - they might open this hand, I would certainly be tempted. however, with such sparse spot cards it leans
towards passing and coming back into the auction later. West starts with 4 & and buys the auction. There 1s consideration for
1 or 3 &, but with only 3 cards in the majors, putting in the pressure 1s key. There 1s not much in the play, losing 24, 1 ¢ and
1 & on the unfortunate split.



Board 3 h —

South Deals v Q9852
E-W Vul 952
& KJIE864d
& A10T732 a KQ9EGH
v 763 N v 1104
¢ 104 E 176
& AT3 S . 102
& J54
v AK
¢+ AKQS83
% Q095

NS 6w NS 64; NS 6a; NS IN; EW 1a; Par +980: NS 6v=

West North East South

14
14 Dbl 4 s Dbl
Pass 5 All pass

South opens 1 ¢ because they are too strong for 1 NT. They might consider upgrading into 2NT but ¥ AK tightis not ideal North can make a negative
double of 1 & because they are not quite strong enough to bid 2 ¥ and East will jump to 4 & to put the pressure on. Bidding to the level of the fit is always a
good 1dea even adverse - in this mstance there is a case for bidding only 3 & because of our flat shape but we do not know what partmer has! South doubles to
show a good hand and North pulls to 5 & because they have such a good distributional hand. South may consider raismg to 6 &, expecting North tohave a
void spade for the auction but it is a good bet to take a safe positive score.

East may try to start the defence with the & King , butI'd recommend leading a trump! North almost certainly is very distributional to pull the double of 4 4
and this suggests a void spade too, so the extra tricks will likely come from the trump suit (ruffs in the short hand) so we should therefore start attacking that

immediately.



Board 4 AK32

West Deals v A
Both Vul ¢+ KQ853
& KJ102
A AQI10 N AJOG6S5
vQ983 c vKI62
+ 109 +J64
% A543 = . 03
A 874
v 10754
¢ AT72
* 976

EW 2%: NS 3¢: NS IN: NS 2&: EW 1a: Par +110: NS 3¢=

West North East South
1o 1+ Dbl 2 ¢
2w 3¢ All pass

West opens 1+ and East doubles the 1 ¢ overcall to show 4-4 m the majors. South raises to the level of the fit, West supports
hearts and North has such a good hand they must compete. The play in 3 ¢ is far from trivial, but if declarer realises they have
54, 1v and need 3 tricks, they can play clubs out of their hand and use the entry to dummy to take the all important spade

finesse, losing 2+ and 2 &.



Board 5 A 432

North Deals vJ1102
N-S Vul *J16543
s AK
A AKTI10 N AODTS
v 365 E v 94
*7 o +KQ102
07543 = Q862
A Q86
vAKQ73
¢ AOB
% J10

NSIN:NS2Zv.EW2ZH EW 1A NS 14, Par r100: EW 3 x—1

West North East South

Pass Pass INT
Pass 2 Pass 2w
Pass 2NT Pass INT
All pass

Even with five gorgeous hearts, South should prioritize opening 1 NT. North has a close call between simply blasting 3NT and inviting. but
with & AK tight, we should downgrade to an invite. South has a good five card suit and should have no issue with accepting the invite.

The play is quite unfortunate - you would hope for 5 ». 2 % and to get the diamonds going. Sadly, the defence is quite simple and will lead to
44 and 14 for 1 down. West will lead a top spade and switch to a club when East discourages. Declarer will win and should try a diamond
towards the 9. East needs to split! If they are snoozing this will let the contract through.



Board 6 AKTI985412

East Deals vy —
E-W Vul 79052
w A9
AG3 N AAQIDT
v QIl0853 E v AG
* A6 - ¢+ Q1083
*J86S - Q43
*_
vKIoT742
* K74
s K107 2

EWIN:NSIAEW 1v . NS14.EW 1 Par —500: NS 44 x—3; NS 4ax—3

West North East South

14 1w
Pass 1A Pass 2o
Pass 2 A All pass

A good exercise in restraint. East opens 1 ¢ - not upgrading into I1NT due to the doubleton heart. South has a normal 1% overcall and West
lurks in wait with a trap pass. North has a clear 1 a response and South should rebid clubs, showing more cards in their hand than a 2 v
rebid. West continues to salivate over the prospect of defending a rounded suit but should still pass. A double from West in this position
would show a trap pass of 1+ but typically has more values. North should rebid spades again. and South should pass. Amusingly, EW can
make 3NT even though they only have 21 points. The defence will need to take card to avoid giving the diamond suit to declarer.



Board 7 AATS5412

South Deals vKQ4
Both Vul ¢ J1086
w» K
A KO A 1083
v 105 v A9RT2
* K973 + A4
* AQTIO4 w305
AQJI6
vI163
$ Q52
o 1073 2

WIv.EW4R EWINEZv . NS1AEW 14 Par—140: Wlw~rl

West Noith East South

Pass
1 1a Dbl 2 A
Pass Pass Pass

East is not quite strong enough to bid 2 # over 1 a so should settle for a negative double. South raises to the level of the fit and that is
enough to keep EW out of the auction. North should not grow too excited with 13 points. including a singleton # king. The play is quite
exciting - East needs to find a diamond ruff to defeat 2 A. Declarer needs an entry to South to take a spade finesse but they might realise they
have a natural trump loser and bang down spades from the top. This would be quite effective if the defence are convinced that they need to

force declarer on a club lead.



Board 8 AAOTA4

West Deals v OS5
None Vul ¢+ AKJ542
& J
AKJ N A 832
vKQ74 c v A632
¢ 106 ¢ 987
% AT432 = . 1095
AQl065
vJ108
¢+ Q3
& KQS86
NS 34:NS3¢:NSIN:EW 1v: EW 1&: Par +140: NS 2a+1
West North East South
1% 1+ 1w 1 A
2w 3 A Pass 4 &
All pass

A highly competitive auction! East should definitely reach m with 1 v for the lead as well as any competitive benefits it may
yield. South mentions thewr spades and North has such a good hand with shape they should bid 3 & - if South held only a KQxx
you'd fancy your chances in 4 . South has a decent hand and should raise to game. Sadly, there are 2% 1 a and 1+ to lose
unavoidably. The best shot declarer has 1s to run the & Q and try to pin singleton Jack in East.



Board 9 A J102

North Deals v]7
E-W Vul ¢ QI7
% AQJI63
A AK3 N A 8T5
v Q63 vA542
¢ 109532 ¢+ 86
%82 S K754
A Q964
vKI0OOS
¢+ AK4
+» 109

NS 2N:; NS 2a: NS 34%; NS 1v: Par +120: NS IN+1

West North East South

1 & Pass 1w
Pass I NT Pass 2 ¢
Pass 2NT Pass 3NT
All pass

South bids 2 ¢ as game forcing checkback to identify if North has 4 & to play in spades. When North denies 3 ¥ and 4 &, 3NT
1s the standout choice. With no finesses working, 1t 1s doomed to fail. The defence will need to attack hearts before allowing the
declarer to set up the clubs otherwise declarer will take 4 &%, 2 a4 and 3 ¢ for 9 fricks.



Board 10 A 4

East Deals v K842
Both Vul + 2
w AJOG432
AQG6532 N A AJT109
vwAJTT753 v 10
¢ Q38 - ® AJT653
% 10 = *KQS5
M K87
vQ96
+K10974
% 87

EWAMEWINEW 24 NS2&: EW 1v: Par 020: EW 4 A=

West North East South

1+ Pass
1A 3o 3 M Pass
4 A All pass

North interferes with a pesky 3 % overcall. even though they have 4 ¥ on the side. because their partner has passed they know that they will
not be concerned about missing a heart game. East still has a clear 3 a raise and West should bid one more for their 5-5 shape and good
values.

North will lead a diamond and declarer needs to avoid the trap of taking the finesse! They should fly the ¢ A and play a heart to hand. Now
play a club towards dummy to give North a problem. Notice we haven't gone for trumps - we actually want to play on those later but we have
transport issues, so going after clubs first is logical. We can also use the club to pitch a diamond loser before playing on a cross ruff line
(cash & A first and then go for it).



Board 11 ATOS52

South Deals w87
None Vul ¢ 1097
% J1085
A AQTID A OF 4
v AT42 v K1053
+5 *+ A843
*AQO94 72
A K3
vQOo6
¢+KQJI62
w» K63

EWOAMEWGOGY.EWSN.:EWA4&K. E34. W24 Par 980: EWO6v=EW 6A=

West North East South
1

Dbl Pass 1w Pass

3w Pass 41w All pass

West has a clear double of 1 ¢ and needs to raise 1% to 3 ¥ to show a powerful hand. Envisioning partner with v KQxx is enough to make
game s0 we should be giving partner the chance to bid it! The play is not too challenging - South is marked for all finesses and we should
bear that in mind for our order. We should take the club finesse first (after winning the # lead) as it will allow us back into the East hand
with a ruff, then we can take a spade finesse and cross with a heart and take another spade finesse - we don't know that South only has 2!



Board 12 A TS52

West Deals vK762
N-S Vul 710832
o 2
AAQOE N a K4
vAQI93 v 10854
+ A4 o ¢ K75
o AS - % QT103
A 107063
'_
+Q96
T KO8T70604

EWON.:EWOVY.EWSAEW 34 EW 3 Par —990: EW 6N=

West Noith East South
2NT Pass 3% Pass
3w Pass 41w All pass

South may consider doubling Stayman to tip partner off to a club lead but with the Q ¢ and a heart void it could be right for those suits
depending on the contract! In 4 w., North will lead their singleton club and South must duck the # King. identifying that for 2NT must have
a doubleton and that for their lead. North does not have the # Ace. Playing the % King establishes the # QI in the dummy which helps
declarer with their entry issues. Now that declarer has won on the dummy. they will likely try the # 8 to take a finesse, discovering the bad
news when South shows out. They should duck the heait early as there is no danger of a ruff from North. The rest of the play is reasonably
simple, declarer can now afford to cash 2 spades and ruff the third in dummy before drawing the remaining trumps and claiming.



Board 13 s KT2

North Deals v J1093
Both Vul * 2
& KT7642
A Q y A3
vAT54 8 v KQ62
¢ QI53 ¢ AK984
% Q1053 S _BPWEE:
& AJOOETHES 4
v 8
¢ 1076
& 0O

EW 64 EW 5v: NS 44: EW 4a&: Par —500: NS 64x—2

West North East South
Pass 14 4 #

Dbl Pass 4NT Pass

5 Pass 54 All pass

South has 8 spades so should go for a 4 & overcall, even at this vulnerability. West has a good enough hand for a double. These doubles are more value
showing than penalty oniented - it is far more frequent that you have a hand with "points" than a hand with a spade stack that will blitz 4 a_ East, with very
little defence is therefore extremely tempted and should bid. But what? They have diamonds and hearts - if we bid 5 ¥ we take away the option of playing in
5« and if we bid 5 ¢ parmer will never know that we had hearts. 4 NT in competitive auctions shows two places to play. and when we comrect 5& to 5 ¢,
West will know that we had diamonds and hearts. Since at the 5 level, all games are made equal, West should stick to diamonds. North might consider
bidding 5 4_but given that the strength of 4 & is unknown and EW don't appear to comfortable in finding a fit, they should leave it and hope tobeat 5 .
There is not much m the play, losing a spade and a heart. You can make 6 ¢ on a club heart squeeze against North.



Board 14 A KI1I0874

East Deals v Q104
None Vul 173
w74
A Q63 N AJOS2
v K983 £ vAJTTG6
+ AKQO9 = 45
w53 = s AKQB
A A
v 52
¢ 108642
% 710962

EWSN.:EWSv. EWA4A. EW 34, EW 3, Par —460: EW 3N+2

West North East South
1o Pass

1w Pass 3w Pass

1 ¢ Pass 4w All pass

East has just enough to jump to 3 v with the singleton diamond. West cue bids 4 ¢ which importantly denies both a club cue and a spade
cue bid. This allows East to know that they are missing the a4 AK and to sign off in 4 w. This should tip North off to a spade lead, but after
that, since South can't return a spade, there is no route to a ruff and the declaring side can't remove the spades to leave just 2 losers when the
heart finesse works. At teams. it might be well worth safety playing the heart suit by cashing the ¥ Ace and leading towards the » K98. but

there is a danger that North wins Qx/10x ¥ and gives their partner a spade ruff.



Board 15 a J10987

South Deals vo6
N-S Vul ¢ J7
s AJO32
AS53 N A Q42
v AJ94 - vKI102
¢+ KQ92 ¢ AB6514
%1064 . . K5
A AKO6
vQ8753
¢ 103
» Q87
E3N;: NS 3a:EW 44;:EW 2v: W IN:; NS 2&: Par —200: NS 44 x—1
West North East South
Pass
Pass Pass 1 e 1w
I NT Pass Pass Pass

South might open 1 ¥, but I prefer to have a better quality primary suit to open light. North may also consider a very light 1 &
opener in third, but again, we want to have a better quality suit to open light. East opens 1 ¢ and South definitely comes in with
1 v. West has a choice - they can raise diamonds, they can trap pass or they can bid NT. It looks like 1 NT to me, a bit heavy
but umportant to put the hand across to partner. If partner takes another bid we're well placed to bid game.



Board 16
West Deals
E-W Vul

ATOS

vQ73

¢ 710975

w05
A O 2 N A A3
v AI108 vKI62
¢ 8642 - * A3
w AKTO - 87432

AKQI0874

v 954

+KQ

% Q10

EWOos.EWSN:EWSw. EW24.EW 1a; Par —1370: EW 6=

West North East South
14 Pass 1w 1 s
Dbl 2 A Dbl Pass

3 Pass 3NT All pass

West sadly has to open 1 ¢ with 44 in the minors, even though the clubs are so nice. East starts with 1+ to bring the major in first. South
mentions their spades and West makes a support double, showing 3 . North raises to the level of the fit which gives East a really tough
decision. Doubling for takeout seems reasonable - we plan to bid 3 NT which shows a tenuous spade stop, otherwise we would have bid
3NT over 2 &. West leaves it in, hoping that they have just enough!

The play is quite simple - declarer has 5., 1 ¢, 2% and 1 &. If North South pitch hearts on clubs. they may end up making some overtricks.
Note that you shouldn't take the heart finesse in case you guess wrong and now you go down!



Board 17 A AJIOT4

North Deals v 1086
None Vul + Q3
* Q52
A QB8 N A K2
v AKQ3 v]2
¢ A6G2 ¢+J10754
%9764 S . A783
A9653
v9o9754
¢+ K98
& K10

EWIN:EW 2% EW 3¢ EW 34 NS 1a; Par —120: EW 2N=

West North East Souith
Pass Pass Pass
1 NT Pass 3NT All pass

Quuck auction to 3NT and a most probable quick 2 down! Declarer has 4%, 1 &, 1+ and 1 ¢. The most likely line will be to
setf up diamonds. What's the best way of doing that? Without the ¢ 8 or ¢ 9 we have to hope North has Hx. Therefore, we are
forced to play a diamond towards the ¢ Jack. This is quite counter-intuitive because it accepts that you are never making your
contract. Once you make that step, you will potentially win the board!



Board 18 A 43

East Deals v Q103
N-S Vul ¢« AQI102
o J1063
A AK 106 N A J7
v754 v AKJ98
¢ KJ9S ¢ 73
% Q8 = . A542
A Q9852
vo62
¢ 654
s K97

WAN: EW 49 E3N: EW 2a; W 3&: E 2&; EW 14 Par —430: W 3N+1

West North East South

1w Pass
1 A Pass 2 o Pass
41w All pass

A quick and easy auction to 4 ¥. South will likely lead a diamond through the unbid suit in dummy. Declarer has a tough set of

lines to consider. They could run the spade hoping to pitch clubs and similarly set up the diamonds to do the same, or they
might try to ruff clubs m dummy. If we count tricks, assumimg trumps are favourable, we have 5 heart tricks, 2 spades and a
club 1s 8. We can ruff a club for 9 and a spade finesse will give us ten. Declarer therefore should end up making!



Board 19
South Deals
E-W Vul

A AKG6S
v K108
¢+ K105
“ AJO

EW 3a:EW 2N: EW 3¢: EW 2&: EW 1¥: Par —140: EW 1a+2
North East South
1 &

West

I NT

AQ74

vJ]543
¢+ 982
Q42
A 9832
N vQ7
¢+ QJ64
B . 1065
A J10
v A9p2
¢+ A73
& K873

All pass
West has a tough decision - they could start with a double but a practical, slightly heavy, 1 NT 1s reasonable. It will also end the
auction! North will lead their longest suit, hearts, which South should putthe ¥ 9 on! Itis really good technique to marry your
high cards to high cards m the dummy so that you capture them efficiently. Declarer will win and set about spades, eventually
leadingto 34, 3¢, 2v and 1+. They don't have enough tempo to do everything before losing 1 &, 2% and 1 .



Board 20
West Deals
Both Vul

South has a very tricky call over 3 w. it isn't certain that the hand belongs to NS. Doubling feels quite risky - we could miss out on the

diamonds but bidding is too much when 3NT might still be in the frame. There's a case for bidding 2 ¢ earlier, but when we can double we
should. Generally, my advice is that when you aren't sure if you should take an action or not, take the action. You'll be surprised how often it
is right. In this case. double has the upside of 3 &, 4 % and 4 ¢ and sometimes 3NT. There is downside that you might go down but if that's

true. the opponents are likely making 3 .

AO9853
vQ754
¢ K5
* 062

NS44 . NS4 NSIN: NS 1A EW 1v; Par +130: NS 21, NS 2 #12

West
Pass
iw

Pass

A G412

v 83
173
W AQI104
N aAQI7
vAKJI92
* 064
= % 87
A AK 10
v 106
¢+ AQI1082
o K53

North East South
Pass lw Dbl
Pass Pass Dbl

4 & All pass

The play in 4 & is quite simple, losing 2% and 1 ¢ when the ¢ King is offside.



Board 21 AJG6

North Deals v o6
N-S Vul ¢+ AQI106
& A108532
a 105 N A A9874
vKQ94 c v AJ10
¢J043 ¢ 752
%+ K76 S R
aKQ32
v87532
¢+ K8
Q9
NS 4e%: NS IN: NS 1a4: NS 1v: NS 1¢:Par +130: NS 2&+2
West North East South
1o 1 A 2w
Pass 3 All pass

Quite a scary auction for NS! North opens with a good shape and after East overcalls, South has three choices. They can bid
2w, dbl or bid NT. Making a trap pass 1s not really a consideration here, generally 1t 1s better to bid your hand as fast as you can
instead of trying to trip up vour opponents. I suggest 2 ¥ for precisely that reason. Once we bid it, we're done, no need to do
anything else. North has to rebid 3 & and South will contentedly pass it. 3 NT might be an option but if North couldn't bid 2
or even 3 &, 3NT might be stretchmng.



107542
J10 6
A86
10 5

Board 22
East Deals
E-W Vul

e & € >

AJO
vK?2

¢« KJ1072
» KQIJS

A AB3
v AQS4
+ Q9
% A943

N

=

S

KQ6
9753
543
762

e & €« >

EW 6¢:EW 6&4; EW 4v: EW 2N: EW 2a; Par —1370: EW 6= EW 6¢=
West North East South
I NT Pass

3NT All pass
West 15 a bit flat and aceless to go hunting for a slam. You can make 6 minor because of the perfect fit and pitching a spade on
the 3rd heart. 3NT 1s practical and will go plus more often than hunting for 6 minor will. Amusingly, on this board, South can
defeat 3NT by leading the & King. I think they should - with only 5 points they need the source of tricks to come from partner's
hand, and when West fails to bid Stayman. North 1s odds on to hold length 1n a major.



Board 23 A 10632

South Deals v]
Both Vul ¢ K107532
Q5
A0T4 N AAQS
v 10643 . vAKT7T2
+J86 = + 9
% J107 - s Ko642
aKI8
v Q985
¢ AQ4
» A83

NA4a N3N N5#.S44.SINS1AEW 1v.EW 1 Par +620: N 4a=

West North East South

INT
Pass 2NT Pass 3
Pass Pass Dbl Pass
3w All pass

2NT from North is a transfer to diamonds. which South accepts. North might be tempted to jump in with 3NT if NS have the methods to
identify that South "likes" diamonds by accepting with an honour. but it is still quite a gamble. In any case. over 3 ¢, East backs in with a
takeout double and finds partner with a horrific hand. North might make a takeout double over 3 w# if that's available to them and reach 3NT

again. The 4-1 heart split certainly doesn't help the cause for EW'!



Board 24 a 1053

West Deals v]72
None Vul ¢+ KQIJ
& A1087
A QJ86 N AAO2
v Al084 v o
¢ 742 ¢+ A9853
%QJ S . K632
A K74
vKQ653
¢ 1006
& 954

EW2a:EW 3¢ EW IN: EW 1&; Par —110: EW 2¢+1: EW 2a=

West North East South
Pass Pass 1+ 1w
Dbl 2w All pass

East can't make a support double of spades since dbl from West only promised 4 spades. West feels no need to bid again when
they have such good defence to hearts with v A1084.

West should lead the & Q and East can safely duck it, knowing partner only has 4 so South must have 3 a. Declarer wins and
sets about drawing trumps by leading the ¥ 3 to the ¥ Jack. When they play a second round of hearts, West wins and contmues
spades. The defence should switch to clubs afier cashing two spades which will leadto 2, 2%, 2a and 1 ¢ for-2.
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