Peter Hardyment reports a hand which helped to contribute to the
Surrey ‘B’ team’s success in the Metropolitan Cup.

One hand of interest to Surrey was hand 1 on the penultimate set.

RHO opened 14 and | held Kxx, J, AKQxxx, Axx. | decided not to make the obvious bid of
3NT! If I had done, good opponents, expecting a long minor suit, would never lead a spade
and would most probably lead a heart! Taking a small risk on my way to 3NT, | made an
underbid of INT! LHO then bid 2& and partner bid 2% to play. | then “reluctantly” bid 3NT.
LHO led Qs from Qx. RHO, not expecting a running minor encouraged and allowed my Ka
to win. After all he could see six more tricks when he got in! Sadly for him he did not get in
until I had cashed 9 tricks.

| felt pleased with my result as the contract could have been defeated on a heart lead or
switch.
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