Summertown Bridge Bulletin, 8 February 2021

The opponent on your right opens INT (12-14). You have a fairly decent 6-card suit, let’s say AQxxxx.
What should you do?

Well, | hear you say, surely it depends. How many other points have | got? Are we vulnerable? Is the
suit a major or a minor? What defence do we play over a weak NT? Do | have outside entries to set
up my suit if we end up defending against a NT contract?

It may surprise you to learn that, on the evidence of last night’s game at Summertown, none of
these questions matter: it seems that what you should do is just close your eyes and bid 3 of your
suit! Yes, you may be doubled for penalties. However, many pairs reserve a double here for takeout,
so it’s less risky than you think; plus, it’s also not always obvious what it means if the opener’s
partner now bids a suit (is it forcing, or just competitive?); and even if you do end up going down
doubled, this may be a better score than letting your opponents make a game.
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But as West, what would you do if South overcalls 39? What does it mean if you try 3# —is that
forcing? Or should you double for takeout? —and if you do, is your partner allowed to convert this to
penalties by passing? (probably not the best move at this vulnerability, though ...) Tricky, isn’t it?

A final thought. If, as South, you allow 3NT to become the final contract, don’t do what | carelessly
did on this hand and lead a heart at trick one. Your suit is too gappy, partner is very unlikely to have
anything helpful in it, and you have no obvious outside entry. Plus, as you have so few points
yourself, your partner will have some points somewhere and will be able to lead your suit later in
the hand. On this particular layout, if you happen to choose a diamond, you'll hit the jackpot and
correct defence will quickly net you the first 8 tricks — quite a difference!



Now take a look at Board 11. If West opens INT
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those? What if you try 3@ — again, is that forcing, or just competitive? It’s a tough one.

If E/W do still manage to find 4# after 34, should North go on to 5¢? Not on this hand. The
combination of the vulnerability, and having to go to the 5 level, means that three down doubled
would be worse than letting E/W make their game. And what if E/W end up in 3NT? First of all,
North should not bid 44 — the singleton spade means it’s very likely that E/W have missed a spade
fit, which they might then find. Secondly, what should North lead? Here, the intermediates are so
good that you can afford to lead the J (top of interior sequence). Best defence would then lead to a
3-trick defeat for declarer.

Lastly, here’s a board where East actually has a fairly strong hand, once again with a gappy 6-card
suit. It’s a major, so you could easily bid it at the 2 level: but once more, a 3-level bid will put N/S
under much more pressure.
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easily have gone the other way!

So, next time you’re looking at a six-card suit with a couple of honours and the hand on your right
opens 1NT, why not think about calling your suit at the 3 level? It will certainly put your opponents
under pressure — it may well get you a good score — and most of all, it’s fun!
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